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Sections in each chapter on Government Budget, Government Schemes, and Challenges are written by Dhaval Pingulkar




This book is dedicated to all Indians who are struggling with low income and education levels that can be alleviated by implementing my vision, expressed here.
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Preface

India gained independence in 1947 and became a sovereign republic in 1950. 15 August is celebrated as Independence Day and 26 January as Republic Day, and both are national holidays. Aside from these, 2 October, the day on which Gandhi was born, is celebrated as the national holiday Gandhi Jayanti. The Indian constitution is the lengthiest constitution in the world, encompassing a plethora of rules for the serious diversity that the country contains. Mahatma Gandhi is known as the Father of the Nation in India for helping us win freedom from the British Raj with the help of the power of pen, or what we call the Law.

There were of course many contributing factors to our freedom, right from Subhash Chandra Bose the revolutionary, to Bhagat Singh who used arms and force to shake the British empire. Gandhi did something that was quite the opposite though; he preached ahimsa or non-violence. His protests were peaceful and law obedience was a must to stand within acceptance of his clique. Well, he was a lawyer.

When the British left us in 1947, they left us unified, as opposed to the many kingdoms that existed here before them. For some time, let us forget the atrocities and unfair practices of the British colonial period, and look at what that era brought to India. It brought education, law, courts, law enforcement, buildings, Victorian architecture, the English language, and when the Portuguese followed, a bit of their knowledge too. We got railway tracks, newspapers and almost all the direct and indirect benefits of the Industrial Revolution and the Renaissance, all of which were alien to India before. Our emotions aside, we don’t lose much by delving into the positives of the colonial era – something that gave us our country how it stands today, along with exposure to all the best practices and technologies that the civilisations of the human race had at the time.

If we were to sum up India’s British era, there was a drain of wealth and apathy for the poor and we should rightfully worship our freedom fighters; however, we should also consider the positive takeaways and look at the silver linings, as we close this chapter of history. Pakistan and India were good choices to have made for bipartisan division as Islamic people wanted their own country where they could live theocratically. I am happy that they are happy where they are, and I am happy to live in a secular state myself. Kashmir remains a contentious issue till date, and after another war with China, both our neighbours have been at war with us over land in Jammu & Kashmir. All that turmoil is also ours to bear.

While India is growing and developing, we need to accelerate past Germany and Japan in gross domestic product (GDP) and gross national product (GNP), before the next central government elections in 2029. That is a doable task, but all that comes with two other caveats:


1.  Our per capita GDP, owing to our large population, demands much higher economic growth. It is a double-edged sword to have such a large population, and that too, so diverse.

2.  We have to clean our land, water bodies, and air to create a fast-developing or ‘developed’ country, so to speak.



This book highlights my plan for our great nation, the one that we call ‘India’, ‘Bharat’, or ‘Hindustan’, for our journey to the top, where we can dream of every Indian realistically having equal opportunities and rights. People of this utopia must follow the rule of the land diligently and work with positivity and optimism as cogs in the wheel of India’s development. Each stakeholder in India, whether they are an Indian national, citizen or resident, must feel like their taxes are worth paying, or if they are a foreign visitor, like it is worth visiting our country again. There are a lot of simple budget permits that can be done to improve India on all fronts.

[image: Vaibhav Maloo’s July 2019 tweet. He states that business requires patience and has transformed from impatience to being highly patient. He says positivity and optimism are essential in business, even if they lead to criticism. He adds ‘More is good’, and that’s the right attitude.]



Introduction

This book has been designed and written by me with a view to inspire Indians to rise up and create waves of indigenous ideas that can be implemented in our country. It also has some ideas from the developed world, especially from economies that are old and prosperous like ours, that we can implement in India. This book is written with a view to ameliorate the lives of over a billion Indians, and any individuals across the world who want to draw inspiration from it and see their countries prosper.

Mr. Dhaval Pingulkar has written comments in each chapter of this book about government budgets, government schemes, and challenges faced by our country, under each of our fifty-four ministries, including the Ministry of Cooperation. Each chapter is named after a ministry and covers major ideas and my vision for them, all expressed over the course of many years across my social media and newspaper columns, time and again. My X handle @vaibhavarchives contains all my comments from 2015–2025, and the best of these have been compiled here in this book.
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Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)

Prime Minister’s Office is a small ministry in consequence to the nation overall but it is crucial to keep the prime minister (PM) in the best possible health and state of mind to be able to serve efficiently. This makes this ministry very crucial and it can help in the facilitation of day-to-day activities and duties of the PM, the elected representative of a diverse country of 1.4 billion people.

Delivery with precision and efficiency is our elected leader’s duty, and all the correspondence, events and tours that the Indian PM is required to take are handled by this ministry. Let us bear in mind that PMO is the most important office in the Republic of India for discharge of day-to-day duties and second only to the President’s in terms of fiducial power.

Government Budget

•  Total PMO Budget Allocation: ₹70.91 crore for FY 2025–26 (up from ₹65.30 crore in 2024–25). Covers administrative expenses of the PMO.

•  Council of Ministers: ₹₹619.04 crore (₹540.95 crore in 2024–25). Covers salaries, allowances, and travel for cabinet ministers, ministers of state, and former PMs. Includes expenses for special VVIP flight operations.

•  National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS): ₹182.75 crore (down from ₹270.08 crore). Funds administrative costs and space programme initiatives.

•  Office of Principal Scientific Advisor: ₹70.12 crore (₹65.72 crore in 2024–25). Supports administrative costs and National Research Foundation.

•  Cabinet Secretariat: ₹75.68 crore (₹73.98 crore in 2024–25). Covers administration and Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) commitments.

•  Hospitality & Entertainment: ₹4 crore (unchanged). Funds official events at Rashtrapati Bhavan, National Day receptions, and state guest hospitality.

•  Former Governors’ Secretariat Assistance: ₹1.80 crore (unchanged)

Government Schemes

•  Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana: Aims to enhance agricultural productivity, crop diversification, and irrigation in 100 districts with low productivity.

•  Rural Prosperity and Resilience Programme: Focuses on employment, technology, and entrepreneurship in rural areas to reduce migration.

•  Aatmanirbharta in Pulses: A six-year mission to achieve self-sufficiency in pulses, emphasizing Urad, Tur, and Masoor production.

•  Scheme for First-Time Entrepreneurs: Provides ₹2 crore term loans for 5 lakh women, SC/ST entrepreneurs over the next 5 years.

•  Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0: Ensures nutritional support for 8 crore children, 1 crore lactating mothers, and adolescent girls.

•  Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme: Offers digital-form Indian language books for schools and higher education to improve learning outcomes.

•  Social Security Scheme for Gig Workers: Registers gig workers on the e-Shram portal and provides them with health benefits under PM Jan Arogya Yojana.

•  SWAMIH Fund 2: Allocates ₹15,000 crore to complete 1 lakh affordable housing units for middle-class families.

•  MSME Reclassification: Increases investment and turnover limits for MSMEs to support growth, efficiency, and credit access.

•  Credit Guarantee Fund: Enhances credit guarantee limits for MSMEs and startups to improve financing opportunities.

•  Fund of Funds for Startups: Establishes a ₹10,000 crore fund to boost startup investments.

•  Atal Tinkering Labs: Plans to set up 50,000 labs in government schools to foster scientific curiosity and innovation.

•  PM SVANidhi: Revamps the scheme with enhanced loans, UPI-linked credit cards, and capacity-building support for street vendors.

•  Jal Jeevan Mission: Extended until 2028 to ensure 100 per cent rural potable tap water coverage.

•  UDAN Regional Connectivity Scheme: Expands to 120 new destinations, improving regional air travel and accessibility.

•  PM Gati Shakti & National Geospatial Mission: Focuses on infrastructure planning, land record modernization, and urban development.

•  Employment-Led Growth in Tourism: Supports skill development, homestays via MUDRA loans, and improved travel infrastructure.

•  Customized Credit Cards for Micro Enterprises: Introduces ₹5 lakh credit cards for MSMEs registered on the Udyam portal.

Challenges

•  Balancing Costs: Rising administrative expenses vs. fiscal prudence

•  Reduced NSCS Funding: Potential impact on national security projects

•  VVIP Flight Operations: Need for transparency in expenditure

[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. Talks about the importance of employment, tax usage, amenities, infrastructure in suburban parts, and a top-down approach for economy. He says that religious bigotry has no place, and the last step would be aesthetic changes, through which road to prosperity is easy.]
[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. Says corporations should grow without pause; making money should be done with integrity; corruption must stop. The milestones India needs to cross: Enter the UN Security Council; Reclaim J and K; Increase our GDP; Eradicate illiteracy; End poverty; Clean India; End corruption.]
[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. What could be great for our infrastructure: Lower time frame for airlines to fly international; Quality roads and railway tracks; Protect vast green lands. Prerequisites to be a developed country: Greater accountability of judiciary; Simpler money transfer laws internationally.]
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Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare

Indian agricultural output could be much greater if we have a guaranteed contingent water supply for dry years, along with a proper supply of machinery such as tractors and water pumps, and more importantly, a supply of manpower with vocational training in efficient farming. Dry storage and connectivity to a supply chain for distribution and export, at the right prices, should be an assurance given to farmers; their labour has been exploited for far too long. The ‘minimum selling price’ or MSP can remain, but the right price for export-quality harvest with the right packaging is much higher, and crops should be priced accordingly.

The question is, why so? Why don’t the global rules of demand and supply apply to Indian farmers? It’s all about accessibility to the global network and the barrier of the English language. Farmers should be provided vocational training to access agriculture-related mobile applications. An important factor of success in future generations will be that they are literate and computer savvy, thereby helping their families do well. Modern machinery and technology such as drones for spraying insecticides and pesticides, along with information about things such as which fertilizer is better, should be at their fingertips. Today, everything is available in India. The best technology is available here for agriculture, including planes that can be imported to spray chemicals on large plantations and farms.

Indian bananas, lemons, tomatoes, and apples are small in comparison to European or American ones. Even if ours are another breed, we should have the option to grow them to the same size. We should start importing and breeding seeds to create hybrids. Aside from this, there are some fruits and vegetables that do not grow in India even though we have climatic and soil conditions favourable to them – we just need to plant the seeds and watch them grow. There is a sense of achievement in being able to have a homegrown variety of everything.

A key aspect that needs improvement from the perspective of long-term sustainability is that children of Indian farmers need to go to schools and colleges, develop perspectives of their own, and use their family land to get the most out of their harvests in terms of pricing. The world could be at their fingertips with technology, but to access videos and other training materials on good agricultural practices and communicate with the rest of the world about their options, they need to master the English language. Indian farmers need their children to be well educated and technologically literate. Sometimes, when we think of afforestation, it would be wise to consider sowing plantations of fruits and vegetables that have leaves. This would give them the same oxygen footprint, while also reaping the best harvest. The government could initiate these plantations on barren land and give plucking rights to farmers, if they do not want to sell the land. Lastly, farmers should be taxed; they can be provided for better that way.

Government Budget

•  Agriculture Budget Allocation: ₹1,27,290.16 crore for FY 2025–26, a reduction of ₹3,905.05 crore from the previous year’s revised estimate.

•  Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY): Allocation cut by ₹3,621.73 crore despite claims of increased state participation.

•  Fertilizer Subsidy: Reduced by ₹26,500.85 crore, which may impact input costs for farmers.

•  Kisan Credit Card (KCC): Loan limit under Modified Interest Subvention Scheme increased from ₹3 lakh to ₹5 lakh.

•  Aatmanirbharta in Pulses: A six-year mission focusing on Tur, Urad, and Masoor varieties.

•  Makhana Board: ₹100 crore allocated to boost production, processing, and marketing in Bihar.

•  Fisheries & Animal Husbandry: Additional ₹1,500 crore allocated compared to last year.

•  Customs Duty Reduction: Reduced to 5 per cent on Frozen Fish Paste (Surimi) and fish hydrolysate to enhance seafood exports.

Government Schemes

•  Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY): Provides crop insurance against non-preventable natural risks.

•  Modified Interest Subvention Scheme (MISS): Offers concessional short-term loans to farmers at 4 per cent per annum for timely repayment.

•  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan): Direct benefit transfer of ₹6,000 per year to eligible farmers.

•  Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF): ₹1 lakh crore fund for post-harvest and community farming infrastructure.

•  Additional Transfer to Agriculture Infrastructure and Development Fund (AIDF): ₹6,000 crore reallocated from PM-Kisan, PMFBY, and MISS.

•  Market Intervention Scheme & Price Support Scheme (MIS-PSS): Procures perishable agricultural products not covered under MSP.

•  Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Yojana (PM-AASHA): Ensures remunerative prices to farmers and stabilizes commodity prices.

•  Distribution of Pulses to States/UTs: Supplies chana at discounted rates for welfare schemes like Mid-Day Meal and PDS.

•  Formation of 10,000 Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs): Financial assistance of up to ₹18 lakh per FPO for three years.

•  Pradhan Mantri Kisan Mandhan Yojana (PMKMY): Pension scheme for small and marginal farmers.

•  NAMO DRONE DIDI: Provides 15,000 drones to women SHGs for agricultural rental services.

•  National Mission on Hybrid Seeds: Strengthens research and hybrid seed development.

•  Blended Capital Support for Agri Startups: Funds farm produce value chain startups.

•  Mission for Pulses: Focuses on achieving self-sufficiency in pulses, particularly Tur, Urad, and Masoor.

•  Mission for Vegetables & Fruits: Enhances production, supply chain, and processing.

•  Cotton Technology Mission: Improves cotton quality and productivity.

•  National Mission on Natural Farming: Promotes sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture.

•  National Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM): Supports beekeeping and honey production under the ‘Sweet Revolution.’

•  Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers’ Rights Authority: Protects farmers’ rights and plant breeders.

•  National Farmers Welfare Programme Implementation Society (NFWPIS): Monitors PM-Kisan implementation.

•  International Cooperation: Funds FAO and UN World Food Programme initiatives.

Challenges

•  Farmer Concerns: Budget reductions may lead to increased farming costs and impact small farmers.

•  Minimum Support Price (MSP): No provisions for legalizing MSP as per M. S. Swaminathan’s recommendations.

•  Farm Loan Waiver Demand Ignored: No comprehensive scheme announced for waiving farm loans.

•  Protests: Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) announced plans to burn copies of the budget on 5 February 2025 in protest.

[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. Says Indian economy is picking up. Agriculture should flourish. India needs financing to start empowering people and help them empower others, create employment and generate tax income. We need a positive framework for relaxing laws and setting up a global business environment.]
[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. Discusses the importance and challenges of Indian agriculture, including its contribution to GDP and employment, smallholder farming prevalence, significant food wastage, low R and D spending, limited tractor ownership and the need for greater sustainability and education.]
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Ministry of AYUSH

Indian systems of medication such as homeopathy, naturopathy, yoga, and ayurveda are ancient and comprise the wisdom of years of research and formulae devised by people who were considered sages long ago, and would today be called doctors or scientists. These systems hold so many mind-blowing cures and self-healing techniques and many of their practitioners deserve the Nobel Prize for their work, but sadly these sciences have gone unnoticed for a long time. Yet, now people have heard of our famous therapeutic oils and massages, and they come to India to be rejuvenated. Wellness spas and resorts in India are plenty, and they are creating a buzz around the world.

The ministry of AYUSH must spend its annual budget on researching the long-term effects, strengths, and validity of its cures in today’s era and what advantages they have over modern medical science in terms of side effects and immunity. Getting global medical bodies to authenticate these old cures and remedies can increase the prices of these medications and treatments, and possibly even make them legitimate ways to cure the incurable, in some cases.

There is some comfort in international validation of our ancient sciences, and it could also make India a hub for a certain kind of medical tourism, aside from our existing decent modern medical systems. Most of our ancient treatments have little to no side effects and should be validated for their effectiveness. There will be takers for these natural pills, concoctions and formulae if they are indeed effective, and international accreditation helps give them an export market.

Government Budget

•  Total Budget: ₹3,992.90 crore for FY 2025–26 (14.15 per cent increase from ₹3,497.64 crore in 2024–25).

•  National Medicinal Plants Board: ₹18.59 crore for conservation and cultivation of medicinal plants.

•  Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy (PCIM&H): ₹21.96 crore for standardizing Ayush medicines.

•  Autonomous Bodies Allocation: ₹1,965.80 crore, including:

▪  Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences: ₹457.20 crore

▪  Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy: ₹165 crore

▪  Central Council for Research in Unani Medicine: ₹214.50 crore

▪  All India Institute of Ayurveda: ₹251.20 crore

Government Schemes

•  National Medicinal Plants Board: Promotes conservation and cultivation of medicinal plants for Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani, & Homoeopathy (ASU&H) medicines.

•  Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy (PCIM&H): Sets standards and acts as an appellate authority for AYUSH drug testing.

•  Information, Education & Communication: Creates awareness about AYUSH through media campaigns.

•  Promotion of International Cooperation: Promotes AYUSH systems globally and establishes academic chairs abroad.

•  Champion Services Sector Scheme: Develops AYUSH medical tourism and healthcare facilities.

•  AYURGYAN: Supports AYUSH education, research, and training.

•  Ayurswasthya Yojana: Integrates public health initiatives with AYUSH for community healthcare.

•  AYUSH Oushadhi Gunvatta evum Uttapadan Samvardhan Yojana (AOGUSY): Enhances safety and quality of AYUSH drugs.

•  Central Sector Scheme for Conservation, Development & Sustainable Management of Medicinal Plants: Supports conservation, R&D, and market linkages for medicinal plants.

•  Institute of Teaching & Research in Ayurveda: Conducts Ayurveda education and research.

•  National Commission for Homoeopathy & National Commission for Indian System of Medicine: Regulate and standardize medical education and practice.

•  Central Research Councils (Ayurveda, Homoeopathy, Unani): Conduct scientific research in respective fields.

•  All India Institute of Ayurveda: Sets benchmarks for PG and PhD education in Ayurveda.

•  National AYUSH Mission: Strengthens AYUSH services, institutions, and medicinal plant cultivation.

Challenges

•  Standardization and Quality Control: Ensuring consistent quality and efficacy of AYUSH medicines.

•  Integration with Modern Healthcare: Expanding AYUSH in mainstream healthcare while maintaining authenticity.

•  Research & Development: Strengthening clinical trials and evidence-based validation.

•  Raw Material Supply: Sustainable cultivation of medicinal plants to meet growing demand.

•  Global Recognition: Enhancing international acceptance and regulatory approvals for AYUSH products.
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Ministry of Chemical and Fertilizers

This ministry is an important ministry given the robust petrochemicals, paint, and fertilizer manufacturing taking place in India, and all the industries that depend on those products. Paint quality in India is poor and investing in improving it could be the key to upgrading our buildings and structures, similar to how in Age of Empires, kingdoms upgrade from the Dark Ages to the Imperial Age. While we need to invest in better-quality paints as soon as possible, affordability is still a problem in our economy. As a result, we see poorly painted walls all around us that emphasize the ‘developing’ status of our country. Considering all that we see outside in cities is paint, we need to have better manufacturing units and all-season coatings.

Similarly, chemicals are important constituents of a lot of industries, as are petrochemicals. Good quality manufacturing here can reduce our trade deficit as well as improve our self-sufficiency and make us aatmanirbhar or self-reliant. ‘Make In India’ for chemicals and fertilizers is simple and doable; there is very little investment required for this kind of manufacturing.

While fertilizers are currently largely imported to India from Iran and Russia, we have to set up good quality manufacturing units in this sector as well, given that agriculture is our economy’s backbone and forms an important part of our GDP. Research and development of homegrown formulae and the ability to manufacture good quality urea-based fertilizers would tremendously help in local agricultural output increase.

Government Budget

•  Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals: Allocation for FY 2025–26 is ₹194.05 crore, significantly reduced from ₹261.99 crore in RE 2024–25.

•  Department of Fertilizers: Budget for FY 2025–26 stands at ₹1,56,502.44 crore, down from ₹1,83,003.29 crore in the previous year RE 2024–25.

•  Urea Subsidy: For FY 2024–25 is ₹118,899.5 crore.

•  Nutrient-Based Subsidy: For FY 2024–25 is ₹49,000 crore.

•  Department of Pharmaceuticals: For FY 2024–25 is ₹5,268.72 crore.

Government Schemes

•  Scheme for Promotion of Flagging of Merchant Ships in India: ₹1,624 crore subsidy over five years to support Indian shipping companies in global tenders.

•  Policy on Promotion of Organic Fertilizers: New scheme under the 2023–24 budget for organic fertilizers, including Market Development Assistance (MDA) and GOBARdhan initiatives for R&D.

Challenges

•  Low Demand for Organic Fertilizers: Despite increased allocation, utilization remains low.

•  High Subsidy Burden: Traditional fertilizers like urea cost ₹22,500 per 45 kg bag, with farmers paying only ₹242.

•  Geopolitical Risks: Middle East crisis affecting Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) availability.

•  Transition to Alternatives: Need for scaling up nano urea, nano DAP, and NPK to reduce dependency on DAP.

•  Weather Dependency: Fertilizer demand fluctuates based on monsoon conditions.
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Ministry of Civil Aviation

The ministry of Civil Aviation is one of national importance. It is such an important ministry that if we consider the example of London, or even England at large, it was put on the global map by the presence of Heathrow Airport and an amazing airline called British Airways, which used to make it the primary connection between India and North America. Today, India has brand new airports that have sprung up over the last few decades, ensuring smooth passage for modern Indian travellers.

There are certain pressure points in this industry and ministry. One of these is that for any helicopter or plane to take off, they have to seek permission from a centralized DGCA or Director General of Civil Aviation in New Delhi. These should be established separately for each state. Modern planes are already well equipped with radars and other features, and if these bodies are created for each state, we will have an easier and faster way in which civil aviation can operate. Bear in mind, passenger lead time saved is money earned for the country.

While new routes are constantly being added domestically by regular and low-cost carriers (LCCs), India needs many more airports and direct flight routes, even if it means using smaller aircraft sometimes. The aviation industry is running autonomously in the absence of a government airline, and we have seen closure of many airlines due to bankruptcy; the situation is the same all over the world. However, the new business model of LCCs is so profitable that it is feasible to operate in India, and with the bourgeoisie rising, we will soon see more affordable air travel and higher-frequency travellers, along with more first-time travellers.

As per the current rules, for private sector aircraft companies to fly internationally beyond a certain radius of India, they must have about five years of experience or a minimum of twenty aircrafts. This relaxation still hasn’t been lucrative for more carriers to start, and airports are running at overcapacity with flights often delayed. We need to show business friendliness while ensuring safety and protocol, and reduce barriers to entry as much as possible. The death of civil aviation in India could mean bad things for the national economy.

India is poorly connected to European routes. There was a time when India had an excess of routes and flights would not be filled to capacity. A noteworthy airline that changed the quality of Indian civil aviation is Jet Airways, which later shut down and has been awaiting re-take off for a long time. We need to continuously expand our air infrastructure, and in every airport we build in a major city – in addition to the existing ones – we must have at least three runways and as many terminals and berths as possible. This is possible with modern engineering and designing.

It should be noted that this ministry is an extremely powerful portfolio, and its performance can be an indicator of the prosperity, trade, and tourism pathways of a country.

Government Budget

•  Total Civil Aviation Budget: ₹2,400.31 crore for FY 2025–26 (↓10 per cent from ₹2,658.68 crore in FY25)

•  UDAN Scheme: ₹540 crore (↓32 per cent from ₹800 crore in FY25)

•  Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA): ₹330 crore (marginal increase)

•  Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS): ₹95 crore (marginal increase)

•  Customs Cost Recovery (CCR) Charges: ₹142.75 crore (↑from ₹124.17 crore)

•  Air India Asset Holding Limited (AIAHL): ₹1,025.51 crore (↑from ₹1,017.67 crore)

•  UDAN Scheme Expansion:

▪  619 routes operationalized, connecting 88 airports.

▪  Revamped UDAN: 120 new destinations, helipads and small airports in remote areas.

▪  Passenger Target: 4 crore passengers in the next decade (up from 1.5 crore).

Government Schemes

•  PLI Scheme for Drones: Provides incentives for drone and drone component manufacturers.

•  Customs Cost Recovery (CCR) Charges: Funds CCR charges for AAI and AAICLAS at tier II/III city airports.

•  Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Udaan Academy & National Aviation University: Covers machinery, equipment, and establishment expenses.

•  Airports Economic Regulatory Authority: Grants for salary and operational expenses of AERA.

•  Air India Asset Holding Limited (SPV): Funds servicing of Air India’s transferred loans.

•  Hotel Corporation of India Limited: ₹57.14 crore financial support for statutory and operational obligations.

Challenges

•  Budget Cuts Impacting UDAN: Lower funding may slow expansion of affordable regional air travel.

•  Financial Restructuring of Air India: Continued loan servicing burden on AIAHL.

•  Growing Market Needs: India remains one of the fastest-growing aviation markets, requiring sustained investment.

•  Infrastructure Development: Need for continued investments in tier II/III cities’ airports.

[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. Discusses aviation and travel. Includes global leadership of Indian aviation, optimism about India’s future under the Modi government: improved airport and immigration processes, missing pre-pandemic travel and Mumbai airport improved customer experience post-privatization.]
[image: Vaibhav Maloo tweets. Expresses concerns about the Indian aviation sector. Worries about business instability, a suggestion for deregulation, observations about the sector’s decline and reduced connectivity, sadness over Jet Airways struggles and a call for greater international travel for Indians.]
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Business requires patience and | have transformed from an impatient
person to a highly patient one.

Another couple of things that doing business requires are positivity and
optimism, sometimes even at the risk of being chastised.

‘More is good’, that’s the right attitude.

4:51 PM - Jul 19, 2019
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Is it just me or does everyone think that Indian aviation and hospitality
sectors are leading globally, both in pricing and quality?

No

9 votes - Final results

Vaibhav Maloo &
@vaibhavmaloo
Love the way future of India looks under Modi government. Riddance of

cumbersomeness at airport and immigration shows clarity of thought.

2:14 AM - Jun 20, 2017

Vaibhav Maloo &

@vaibhavmaloo
Miss that feeling of packing and going to the airport. | wonder how long
before it’s safe to travel, and how long before we can travel out of India.

Praying for an early end to travel restrictions, and more importantly, a
solution to covid-19.

6:57 PM - Jun 7,2020

Vaibhav Maloo &

@vaibhavmaloo
| used to think @HeathrowAirport and @ChangiAirport were the epitome
of travel experiences. Then came Doha and Dubai, but our very own

Mumbai airport takes the cake for me now. Privatisation has taken
customer experience to a seamless height.

8:03 PM - Jul 24, 2021

«<W Vaibhav Maloo &
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Vistara is an amazing airline.

Miss Jet Airways too, my previous favourite!

3:53 PM - Apr 18, 2024 - 150 Views
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Just like they have crocodile attack deaths in Florida where team India is
playing next, we have corporate deaths where business houses vanish

overnight. There has to be more stability. We need airlines, hotel chains
desperately.

Deregulation to fly international can fix this. We can be compliant but not
take time to test record, that is borderline insulting to aviation
corporations. Businesses run autonomously based on demand and

supply.

Last edited 11:14 PM - Jun 10, 2024 - 98 Views

Vaibhav Maloo &
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Aviation sector in India is in doldrums. During the peak of India’s growth,
aviation sector had 3 major international and multiple domestic airlines
including LCCs that had just started at the time in this country.

We had Jet Airways, Kingfisher and Air India.

Today, our connectivity to major cities are reduced to a fraction of what

it used to be. Aviation is an industry of national importance.
Regulating safety and protocol is one thing, but when regulations
become entry to barrier, it’s time to rethink “Ease of doing business”
basics at play.

4:02 AM - Jul 28, 2024 - 98 Views
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Sad @jetairways is in a bad shape. | personally love traveling by Jet, love
the service and hospitality and it sometimes lands as much as 15 mins
before scheduled time. Hope they recover or get a bailout! Airline
business is quite thin on margins and we have seen many suffer.@

4:09 PM - Nov 27, 2018
Vaibhav Maloo &
@vaibhavmaloo

It’s time to let everyone fly international from day 1.

Indian needs better connectivity to the outside world for anything to
happen from here onwards.

4:02 AM - Jul 28, 2024 - 54 Views
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.. be given a free hand to grow.

If farmers are responsible for food on our table, this fraternity is
responsible for a lot more. Making money isn't a crime as long as it's
done with integrity. Surveillance must stop. Free Indian economy from
extortionists! Corruption must stop.

1:24 PM - Dec 20, 2021

Vaibhav Maloo &
@vaibhavmaloo

People want progress. People want development. People want peace.
People want common sense to prevail. People want education. People
want healthcare.

What people do not want is a rant about religion and religious dogma in
their news or social media feeds. Pray in peace people.

5:39 PM - Dec 19, 2021

‘? Vaibhav Maloo &

@vaibhavmaloo

8 Milestones India needs to cross which are in sight:

1. Enter UN Security Council

2. Reclaim J&K

3. Be the 3rd largest economy crossing Germany & Japan. We have to
increase our GDP per capita to decent standards

4. Eradicate illiteracy and move to digital literacy

5. End extreme poverty and malnourishment by employing BPL people.
6. Clean India & provide clean water to taps

7. Animal free streets

8. End corruption

Last edited 12:24 AM - Oct 25, 2023 - 118 Views
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..comes into India through what people living in cities have achieved, it is
bound to trickle down to suburban parts and remote parts in form of
employment, tax usage, amenities, infrastructure and will resultin
overall and inclusive growth. Quality of lives, happiness index ..

10:10 PM - Apr 20, 2020

Vaibhav Maloo &
@vaibhavmaloo

.. education, health, awareness, connectivity and all other parameters
will surge. | saw @ArvindKejriwal in townhall with @Nidhi on @ndtv and
he talked about a transformation which is a dream come true. Our last
step would be aesthetic changes which is already on parallelly. I ..

10:10 PM - Apr 20, 2020

Vaibhav Maloo &

@vaibhavmaloo
.. say build the statues, crickets stadiums and get on the map. From
there, road to prosperity is easier as the common man of India, when he

sits with the common man of Britain, will talk with an equal weight.
Religious bigotry has no place and should be sidelined. Jai Hind!

10:10 PM - Apr 20, 2020

Vaibhav Maloo &

@vaibhavmaloo
A top down approach for economy is within reach under what
@narendramodi has done. If forex comes to India through of FDI/FII,
tourism, trade etc; it’s going to be through his ‘lassez faire’ left wing

approach with a tinge of right wing ideology which was required. Money
that ..

10:10 PM - Apr 20, 2020

Vaibhav Maloo &
@vaibhavmaloo

Industrialists and businessmen are frustrated at India becoming a
surveillance state. All this must come to a stop. Corporations must be
able to grow without pause as they are employers, tax payers and are
ambassadors of our economy. As long as they are ethical, they need to ..

1:24 PM - Dec 20, 2021
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What could be great for our infrastructure:

1. Lower time frame for airlines to fly international. Regulations could be
human errors at the time and a full country is living with them.

2. Privatisation of railways.

3. More and broader roads with quality construction with quality
bitumen so they don’t wear off.

4. Quality paint and signage.

5. Digitisation of ticketing and tracking of trains, buses and flights.

6. Monorail corridors and high speed rails to be introduced, and to be
maximised.

7. Repair and upgradation of railway tracks.

8. Waterways to be explored.

9. Accurate GPS survey to be conducted pan India. Existing softwares
can make this easy.

10. Green vast-lands to remain untouched outside permitted industrial,
commercial and residential areas. Heavy afforestation is possible.

11. Lighting up the highways with streetlights wherever possible. We have
to enter the next phase of development slowly.

Onwards and upwards to creating the fastest growth highway, where
formula to grow is the right one.

Jai Hind!

* Vaibhav Maloo &
@vaibhavmaloo

Prerequisites for being a developed country or “Viksit Bharat’ lastly are:
1. Greater accountability of judiciary and law enforcement and most
importantly citizens when it comes to being law abiding, and upholding
civil/human rights.

2. Simpler money transfer laws internationally, both in and out.

3. Clean drinking water in all taps.

4. Cleaning sewages and converting them into canals such as in Venice,
or lakes such as anywhere.

5. Instilling a greater sense of national pride and health by inculcating
sports.

6. Indians should think with their minds, not emotions.

7. Indians must know that our simplicity and luxury is sought after, and
picture perfect if we take care of certain things.

8. Our cinema should be made in English as well, it has a lot to offer to
the world.

9. We should have at least one major global stock exchange, if not all or
multiple.

We are doing greatb
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Agriculture accounts for more than 15% of India’s GDP & employs more
than 55% of India’s population. India has the 2nd largest farm output & is
the 9th largest exporter of agricultural commodities accounting for over

17% of exports and 3% of global trade. Jai kisan!
#KisanDiwas

11:33 AM - Dec 23, 2021
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Smallholder farming accounts for 86% of our agrarian population
covering 47% of agricultural land.

Wastage of fruits & vegetables is about 16% in India and 10% in case of
other crops. This is due to lack of efficient supply chains.

Less than 0.5% of agricultural GDP is spent

12:14 PM - Dec 23, 2021

Vaibhav Maloo &
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.. on agricultural R&D.

Less than 1% of the farmers in India own tractors.

Sustainability is not given given importance in farming & there is lack of
education regarding crop burning, importance of literacy (esp females).
UP, Haryana & Punjab produce highest.

#KisanDiwas

12:14 PM - Dec 23, 2021
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Indian economy is picking up, there is no doubt about that. Majority of
India's population lives in rural areas and depends on agriculture.

.BBC Business & @BBCBusiness - Feb 28, 2017

Are motorbikes a barometer of India's economy? bbc.in/2moArwl

4:31 PM - Feb 28, 2017
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There are a lot of things one doesn’t know. ‘Are we this close’ to ending

global poverty? The answer is in the economic ecosystem. Agriculture
and businesses have to flourish in low income countries. These

countries need financing (including India) to start empowering people
and

6:16 PM - Jul 1, 2019

Vaibhav Maloo &

@vaibhavmaloo
... help them empower others, create employment and generate tax
income. Investments and open stock markets can help. ‘Similarly’, we

need a positive framework in terms of relaxation of laws and setting up a
global business environment. Archaic laws must be revisited. We can!

6:16 PM - Jul 1, 2019
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