
[image: frn_fig_001]



   NO ACCESS
BOSTON




[image: frn_fig_002]




  NO ACCESS
BOSTON


  BEANTOWN’S HIDDEN TREASURES, HAUNTS, AND FORGOTTEN PLACES



  MARIA OLIA

[image: frn_fig_003]

  GUILFORD, CONNECTICUT





[image: frn_fig_003]


   An imprint of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.
4501 Forbes Blvd., Ste. 200
Lanham, MD 20706
www.rowman.com


  Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK


  Copyright © 2019 by Maria Olia


  See photo credits on page 181


  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.


  British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information available
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data available


  ISBN 978-1-4930-3593-9 (paperback)
ISBN 978-1-4930-3594-6 (e-book)


  [image: frn_fig_003] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992


  Printed in the United States of America





   CONTENTS


  Introduction

  Acorn Street on Beacon Hill

  Afternoon Tea at the Boston Public Library

  All Saints Way

  Bear Cage Hill

  Behind the Scenes Tour of Symphony Hall

  Black Heritage Trail

  Bodega

  The Boston Athenaeum

  Boston Harbor Islands

  Boston Harbor Lighthouse Tour

  Brattle Book Shop

  Brook Farm

  Central Burying Ground

  Custom House Tower

  Ether Dome

  Exchange Place Staircase

  Fenway Farms

  Fenway Victory Gardens

  Harvard Art Museums


  The Harvard Club of Boston

  Japanese Garden at the MFA

  Kendall Square Rooftop Garden

  Mapparium

  Metropolitan Waterworks Museum

  Mount Auburn Cemetery

  N.C. Wyeth Murals at the Langham Hotel Boston

  Old North Church

  Puppet Free Library

  The Sacred Cod

  Salada Tea Doors

  Skinny House

  Underground at Ink Block

  Winter Street Concourse

  Appendix

  Photo Credits

  Acknowledgments

  About the Author


 



[image: frn_fig_005]




   INTRODUCTION


  Where can you borrow life-size puppets? Why is there a marble staircase to nowhere in the atrium of the office building at Exchange Place? Where can you walk through a three-story glass globe as it existed in 1935? And what’s with the vegetable farm on top of Fenway Park?


  These are just some of the unusual, hidden, and little-known places that even life-long Bostonians may not know about. No Access Boston: Beantown’s Hidden Treasures, Haunts, and Forgotten Places invites both the visitor and local to leave the beaten track, roam about, and explore some of the city’s unknown and surprising places.


  In its most literal sense, no-access travel is about exclusivity. In 1856 writer Oliver Wendell Holmes called Boston’s State House, “the hub of the solar system.” By extension, Bostonians consider the city “the hub of the universe.” Hyperbole aside, there remain some places in the city such as the Harvard Club and the Boston Athenaeum that are generally not open to the public (Holmes, by the way, was both a Harvard man and a member of the Boston Athenaeum).


  Other no-access sites are only for the most adventurous; so-called lost places such as Franklin Park Zoo’s abandoned bear cages or Brook Farm, the forsaken home of Boston’s nineteenth-century transcendentalist community.


  Among this book’s secret spots are the Japanese Garden behind the Museum of Fine Arts; the observation deck of the Custom House Tower; and Bodega, a sneaker boutique disguised as a Latino convenience market (a hidden door behind a vending machine slides open to reveal the store). Some of the places in No Access Boston require planning; only the National Park Service offers tours to Boston Light—by ferry and either once or twice a day on summer weekends. And if you want to see the crypt and belfry at Old North Church their “behind-the-scenes” tour is the one to book. Finally, there is a whole category of places that require readers to look more closely at the urban landscape around them; places like the bronze Salada Tea Doors in the Back Bay or the Fenway Victory Gardens, that people pass every day without noticing.


  Whether it’s your first time in Boston or you are back for more, No Access Boston will help you learn something new about the city.
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   ACORN STREET ON BEACON HILL



  ENDEARINGLY QUAINT


  With its seasonal window boxes, flickering gas lamps, and cobblestones, Acorn Street is always camera-ready.


  Discreet signs warn: “Private Street No Parking No Stopping and Dangerous Passing,” but that doesn’t stop hordes of cell phone–toting travelers looking for the perfect Boston shot for their Instagram feeds.


  Acorn Street, barely ten feet wide, was originally the servants’ alley between the chic Federal brick townhomes that still stand on Mount Vernon and Chestnut Street. It was the place where the garbage was dumped, the privies stood, and the laundry was hung. Suzanne Besser is a Beacon Hill resident and former Executive Director of the Beacon Hill Civic Association. “Acorn Street was also called the kitchen street. Today there are nine individual houses on Acorn Street—and they are small by Beacon Hill standards—generally there are two rooms on each of four floors. It’s vertical living.”


  The hilly peninsula along where Colonial Boston was first founded was known as Shawmut by the Massachusetts, the Native American tribe of the region. In 1630, when the Puritans sailed into what is now Boston Harbor, they established one of their first settlements near a fresh water spring in the area of present-day Beacon Hill.


  This area was originally known as Trimount because of the three contiguous peaks: Cotton Hill, West Hill, and Sentry Hill that dominated the landscape. Sentry Hill was the tallest peak and became the site of a warning beacon. From 1635 to 1789 a succession of beacon towers were built (some were blown away by the weather) and the neighborhood became known as Beacon Hill.
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  In 1795 the building of the new Massachusetts State House by Charles Bulfinch, the leading American architect of the time, paved the way for residential development of the neighborhood. By the early 1800s, Cotton Hill and West Hill were shorn off— the material was used as landfill as Boston made itself bigger and Beacon Hill became flatter and easier to build upon.


  Even as it came to be, Beacon Hill was one of Boston’s most expensive and exclusive neighborhoods—“where the Lowells speak only to the Cabots and the Cabots speak only to God”—and it remains so today. Former Secretary of State John Kerry and his wife Teresa Heinz are perhaps the most notable current residents, but over the years dozens of authors have called Beacon Hill home, including Louisa May Alcott, Robert Frost, and Sylvia Plath. Until 2016, historian David McCullough lived here as well.


  Today all Beacon Hill businesses and residences must abide by the rules of the very preservation-minded Beacon Hill Civic Association. Surprisingly, the neighborhood window box decorations are not coordinated—they all just happen to look gorgeous year-round.


  Besser lived on Acorn Street for five years before moving around the corner on West Cedar Street. “Most of the tourists on Acorn Street are very interested in Boston history. And they would always say the most complimentary things about the houses. It gives you a certain pride in where you live.”


  And while strolling Acorn Street is both undeniably romantic and a history-lover’s delight, these cobbles are large and uneven so leave the heels behind and wear either comfortable flats or sneakers.
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  AFTERNOON TEA AT THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY


  AN AFTERNOON TEA AT THE LIBRARY
THAT IS WORTH CHECKING OUT


  There is nothing quite like the calming peace and pleasure of a library. And while Boston’s riotous colonialists may have had their trouble with tea, afternoon tea still has its loyalists in the city. As it turns out, afternoon tea and a library are a delightful combination.


  When it opened in 1895, the Boston Public Library was praised as a “palace of the people.” The Beaux Arts building, designed by Charles Follen McKim, anchors the Dartmouth and Boylston corner of Copley Square. Established in 1852, the Boston Public library is the country’s oldest free municipal public library and it is the second largest library in the United States, outranked only by the Library of Congress. David Leonard is the library’s president. “The Boston Public Library is loved. It is iconic. It’s a treasure which periodically requires us to make sure that the building remains in pristine condition.”


  Both historic and cutting edge—the library completed an extensive $78 million renovation in 2016—the Boston Public library continues to be one of the city’s most inviting public spaces. The required stop for visitors? The Bates Hall Reading Room is nothing short of breathtaking with its barrel vaulted coffered ceiling, time-worn oak tables, and emerald-green-glass reading lamps. Leonard says it is one of the most photographed spaces in Boston.
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  The Boston Public Library is filled with a priceless collection of volumes and artifacts. Among its holdings are a Shakespeare First Folio
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  MARIA OLIA is a travel writer and essay-ist. Her writing has appeared in the Boston Globe and Working Mother as well as many other national publications. She has written six Boston/New England travel books, including Day Trips New England, Discovering Vintage Boston, and New England’s Colonial Inns and Taverns: Centuries of Yankee Fare and Hospitality, all for Globe Pequot Press.


  A near-native New Englander, Maria has called Massachusetts her home for almost four decades. She is endlessly curious about Boston’s culture and history and enjoys discovering new places as much as she does celebrating old favorites.


  She lives just a short trolley ride from Boston—in the neighboring town of Newton with her husband, and delights in the occasional visits from her four grown children.


  Catch up with Maria on her website mariaolia.com.
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