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About the Book

Some of Great Britain’s most prized possessions, the Crown Jewels, have been stolen from the Tower of London. Can Secret Agent Jack Stalwart triumph in his battle against a master magician to save the jewels before they go missing for ever?

Find out more about the Jack Stalwart series at www.jackstalwart.com
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For the children who supported
Jack and me in the early days
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GLOBAL PROTECTION FORCE FILE ON

JACK STALWART
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Jack Stalwart applied to be a secret agent for the Global Protection Force four months ago.

My name is Jack Stalwart. My older brother, Max, was a secret agent for you, until he disappeared on one of your missions. Now I want to be a secret agent too. If you choose me, I will be an excellent secret agent and get rid of evil villains, just like my brother did.

Sincerely,
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GLOBAL PROTECTION FORCE INTERNAL MEMO:

HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL
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Jack Stalwart was sworn in as a Global Protection Force secret agent four months ago. Since that time, he has completed all of his missions successfully and has stopped no less than twelve evil villains. Because of this he has been assigned the code name ‘COURAGE’.

Jack has yet to uncover the whereabouts of his brother, Max, who is still working for this organization at a secret location. Do not give Secret Agent Jack Stalwart this information. He is never to know about his brother.
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Gerald Barter

Director, Global Protection Force


THINGS YOU’LL FIND IN EVERY BOOK
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Watch Phone: The only gadget Jack wears all the time, even when he’s not on official business. His Watch Phone is the central gadget that makes most others work. There are lots of important features, most importantly the ‘C’ button, which reveals the code of the day – necessary to unlock Jack’s Secret Agent Book Bag. There are buttons on both sides, one of which ejects his life-saving Melting Ink Pen. Beyond these functions, it also works as a phone and, of course, gives Jack the time of day.
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Global Protection Force (GPF): The GPF is the organization Jack works for. It’s a worldwide force of young secret agents whose aim is to protect the world’s people, places and possessions. No one knows exactly where its main offices are located (all correspondence and gadgets for repair are sent to a special PO Box, and training is held at various locations around the world), but Jack thinks it’s somewhere cold, like the Arctic Circle.
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Whizzy: Jack’s magical miniature globe. Almost every night at precisely 7:30 p.m., the GPF uses Whizzy to send Jack the identity of the country that he must travel to. Whizzy can’t talk, but he can cough up messages. Jack’s parents don’t know Whizzy is anything more than a normal globe.
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The Magic Map: The magical map hanging on Jack’s bedroom wall. Unlike most maps, the GPF’s map is made of a mysterious wood. Once Jack inserts the country piece from Whizzy, the map swallows Jack whole and sends him away on his missions. When he returns, he arrives precisely one minute after he left.
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Secret Agent Book Bag: The Book Bag that Jack wears on every adventure. Licensed only to GPF secret agents, it contains top-secret gadgets necessary to foil bad guys and escape certain death. To activate the bag before each mission, Jack must punch in a secret code given to him by his Watch Phone. Once he’s away, all he has to do is place his finger on the zip, which identifies him as the owner of the bag and immediately opens.


THE STALWART FAMILY


[image: figure]


Jack’s dad, John

He moved the family to England when Jack was two, in order to take a job with an aerospace company. As far as Jack knows, his dad designs and manufactures aeroplane parts. Jack’s dad thinks he is an ordinary boy and that his other son, Max, attends a school in Switzerland. Jack’s dad is American and his mum is British, which makes Jack a bit of both.
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Jack’s mum, Corinne

One of the greatest mums as far as Jack is concerned. When she and her husband received a letter from a posh school in Switzerland inviting Max to attend, they were overjoyed. Since Max left six months ago, they have received numerous notes in Max’s handwriting telling them he’s OK. Little do they know it’s all a lie and that it’s the GPF sending those letters.
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Jack’s older brother, Max

Two years ago, at the age of nine, Max joined the GPF. Max used to tell Jack about his adventures and show him how to work his secret-agent gadgets. When the family received a letter inviting Max to attend a school in Europe, Jack figured it was to do with the GPF. Max told him he was right, but that he couldn’t tell Jack anything about why he was going away.
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Nine-year-old Jack Stalwart

Four months ago, Jack received an anonymous note saying: ‘Your brother is in danger. Only you can save him.’ As soon as he could, Jack applied to be a secret agent too. Since that time, he’s battled some of the world’s most dangerous villains, and hopes some day in his travels to find and rescue his brother, Max.


DESTINATION: Great Britain
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The London ‘Eye’ is actually an enormous Ferris wheel located next to the River Thames

•

Queen Elizabeth II is one of the longest reigning monarchs in British history. She has ruled for over fifty years

•

The Queen’s jewels – the Crown Jewels – are housed in the Tower of London

Great Britain is made up of three countries: England, Scotland and Wales

•

Its capital city, London, is one of the most famous cities in the world

•

Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, the Houses of Parliament, the London Eye, Buckingham Palace and the Tower of London are located there

•

The two ‘houses’ of Parliament, the House of Commons and the House of Lords, have been around since the Middle Ages
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