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				BETWEEN THE GRIFFON AND MET LIFE

			

			for Vivien

			
				I am totally enamored of every person passing in this unseasonably warm mid-March evening near 39th and Park

				The young women, of course, with their lives in front of them, and the young men too, just standing here as I am, checking it out, hanging out, talking

				But everyone here, every age, every type, is beautiful, the moment, somehow, the weather, has made them all real and for this moment, before it turns to night, they’re all fantastic

				The light is such that I can see everyone and can imagine what they are imagining for the night ahead, what dreams, what fulfilled fantasies of togetherness

				And the two guys who were here a moment ago, paused, have moved on, and the light is deepening, every moment or so, actually falling into a deeper stupor, which is night

				But if I look south I still see the pink flush of desire there at the bottom, the southness of all our lives, and it’s okay that it’s darkening here, people accept it as they concoct plans for tonight, Thursday

				
				Soon I’ll have to go too, lose this spot, this moment, but some we’ve met and some experience we had somewhere else is becoming ever more important

			

		

	
		
		
			
				
				THIS BEAUTIFUL BUBBLE

				Everyone takes the subway, and you can look up,

				And look at all the people, and each one is different,

				And they look different, and each one has a story, and suddenly,

				You are awake and want to know each story, only you can’t,

				Don’t have time, they don’t, don’t want to maybe.

				But some you do, you glean, you approximate yourself to something of them,

				Like the delicate, chestnut-skinned woman who, leaning,

				Listened to the announcer before getting in, and, confused, because the 2 was called a 5,

				Asked advice, and three people responded,

				Explaining in their different ways, some of them silent,

				Eyes met with approval, warmth only subway-known,

				Among equals, fellow travelers, denizens;

				She sat and smiled, and looking at an infant,

				Smiled more, her hair was a flag of self-joy too,

				She was real, at ease among people.

				The rule is: to speak.

				Make contact, and you will find more people than you thought.

				But back to our bubble. It is everywhere around us.

				Everywhere, walking in the city, you are seeing people,

				
				All different kinds, shapes, sizes, the best education

				You can give a child is to bring them up inside this

				Bubble. I complain, but I’ll never leave.

				I feed off the looks, the stories, the hungering here.

				I’m aware, we’re all aware, what goes on outside the bubble.

				We’re not stupid. We just thought people outside the bubble wanted the same thing:

				To live as variously as possible.

				Or, put another way: I am the least difficult of men.

				All I want is boundless love.

				It took us sixty years or so to understand

				What the word “boundless” meant.

				And now we know.

			

		

	
		
		
			
				
				7 A.M. POEM

				They carry their lunches in paper or plastic bags

				They are rushing but composed

				They don’t speak much

				They’re quiet this morning, maybe preoccupied with big violent forces moving in the capital

				They have work to do and they are trying to do it

				Families to feed and teach or else

				Just moving ahead with life, trying to be someplace better

				A little further on ahead

				The people arriving on trains are not New Yorkers, but

				They too are filled with desires, plans, wrapped in winter coats

				As the people crashed out on stairs or in abandoned buildings

				People in high boardrooms creating situations affecting those with nothing

			

		

	
		
		
			
				
				SEASONS

				I used to love the seasons

				Now I try to find one in a day

				Sometimes all four, and others

				But I still revel in fall wind causing me

				To zip my jacket in early February

			

		

	
		
		
			
				
				CITY TONE

				People across the way are getting work done

				Cluttered offices, boxes in windows, sill loaded

				On the other side, direct view down hallway

				Lined with photos, bricks in reflection, our gargoyle

				This city’s primary tone is ambiguity

				A building here, a spire there, nothing connected

			

			February 10, 2017
Washington DC
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