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“Do you think we should tell them now?” asked a woman in her late sixties.

“I think we ought to wait for the Lewis & Clark to get out of range first. Otherwise, the mission will be called back. We can’t have that now, the timeline would get screwed up, even more so than it is now. It should only be a few more hours, and then we can ask for an audience with President McBride before he leaves the Shipyard. I think he’ll listen, but we need to have a little bit more patience.” remarked the man, who also appeared to be in his mid-60’s.

“Yes sir. It seems like we’ve waited forever to get to this point where we can tell them about what’s coming. I hope it’s not too late.”

“I don’t think it’s too late, but one can never know. We should get back so we can monitor the Lewis & Clark’s progress.”

Three hours later, once the group was satisfied that there was no turning back for the Lewis & Clark, and communications would take far too long between Earth and the ship, they felt it was safe to approach President McBride with the information they had. The older man was dressed with the stars of an Air Force General, and his team was also dressed in military uniforms. The General asked to speak with the President, and was given permission, so they waited for McBride to make his appearance.

A few minutes later, “Can I help you, General?”

“Yes, Mr. President. I have some classified information for you that deals with the Lewis & Clark that I know you need to see.”

“Is something terrible going to happen?”

“Honestly, that depends on your point of view. Would you please hear me out, and once I’m finished, then you can feel free to act on this information. Agree?”

“Agreed. Go ahead,”

“Mr. President, we’re the crew of Lewis & Clark. I’m Colonel McMurphy,”

“You expect me to believe that? If you’re the crew of the Lewis & Clark, then why are all of you senior citizens? Can you explain yourselves?”

“We can explain ourselves, sir. But you’ll have to come with us to Montana so we can prove it,”

“What’s in Montana?” asked the completely skeptical President McBride.

“The Lewis & Clark is being hid there, along with the rest of the crew. We’ve mostly been in hiding since the ‘60’s,” answered McMurphy.

“So, you say that the Lewis & Clark and its crew have been hiding since the ‘60’s. However, we just saw a newly built ship leave. Are you saying that this somehow involves time travel?”

“Sort of, Mr. President,”

“What do you mean by ‘sort of’?”

“When we left to find the Yuri Gagarin, we stumbled across a wormhole. It took us to a different part of the galaxy and when we returned through it, we found ourselves in the past. 1962 to be exact,”

“Ok, but that was entirely by accident, and you didn’t intend for that to happen. Is that correct?”

“Yes,”

“Well, while I’m wary of your claims, you can take me to Montana, and we’ll discover how true this story is. How do we get there?”

“We’ll take our shuttle, Mr. President.”

A few minutes later, they, along with the NASA Administrator, boarded the shuttle, which McBride recognized as being one of the shuttles from the Lewis & Clark. “While I still remain skeptical, this is either a really good reproduction or the original design, but I’ll keep an open mind.”

A little over an hour later, the shuttle approached the secret location of the Lewis & Clark. The town they flew overlooked fairly new to President McBride, and then they flew towards a large building outside of town that was attached to a nearby mountain, and the building looked like it extended into the mountain.  The shuttle landed a couple of yards away, everyone inside left it, and walked towards the partially concealed building.

As they approached, massive doors began opening, which revealed the spaceship. President McBride’s eyes went wide and his mouth dropped open as he took in the sight of the ship that was supposedly flying out in space somewhere right now, but he still remained skeptical. “Can we go inside? I’d like to see just how real this ship really is,”

“Of course, Mr. President. Sam, bring down the lift so we can go inside.” McMurphy ordered the ship’s engineer, Sam Yamamoda.

The lift slowly descended from the ship. Once it was firmly on the ground, everyone stepped onto the platform, and then they went up. Inside, President McBride saw that even though most of the ship was powered down in most sections, it was the Lewis & Clark. As they made their way to the bridge, he asked, “I’m beginning to believe. I have another question for you, Colonel,”

“Feel free to ask, sir,”

“My son was the Flight Ops officer for this ship. What happened to him? How come he’s not here?”

“Tim is now in my place on the bridge of Lewis & Clark. He’s the captain of the ship that left. But he’s also head of Flight Ops, even though the younger version of him doesn’t know that,”

“How.... how is that even possible? Wouldn’t the universe explode or something?”

“We’re not sure how it’s possible, but it is. The older version of McBride is going to alter their history a bit when they come back through the second time, so what we’re discussing in a few minutes will be where we went. After they return through the wormhole, our timeline will diverge when that happens, and history will be completely different,” answered McMurphy.

“If an older version of my son is now the captain, and you’ve done this before, then aren’t you my son?”

“Sorry, but I’m not, Mr. President. This is a paradox, and it would be too complicated to explain,”

“I’m sure if you tried to explain it, it would probably give both of us a headache,”

“More than likely, sir,”

“Did you find the Gagarin?” asked NASA Administrator Chet Wallace.

“Oh, yes, we did. You’ll just have to watch our logs though to find out what happened.” then they stepped onto the bridge, and McMurphy went to a console, typed in a few commands, and said, “Watch the screen. All your questions will be answered.”

The ship’s log began when the Lewis & Clark crew discovered an anomaly.

“Colonel, sensors are picking up an anomaly of some sort directly in our path,” stated young Tim McBride, Jr.

“Ok, Lieutenant, bring the ship to a stop. Campbell, have you scanned the anomaly?” McMurphy asked the scientist.

“Yes, I have, Colonel. The data shows that it may be some sort of wormhole. Where it ends, I can’t tell you. It does appear to be stable, however,”

“Can we enter it?”

“The wormhole appears be large enough for the Lewis & Clark’s to go through, so I believe we can enter it, Colonel,” answered Campbell.

“Are we sure that’s a good idea, Colonel? While we’re supposed to find my country’s starship, are we sure they went this way?” asked Commander Stanislov, the Russian first officer, who was currently on the bridge to make sure McMurphy considered all options.

“Is it a good idea? Probably not. But your own scientists have said that the Gagarin disappeared in this general vicinity, so it stands to reason that they might have gone through the wormhole. I think we ought to risk it.” then he looked at McBride, “Do you think you can pilot the ship through the wormhole, Lieutenant McBride?”

“I believe so, sir. If Major Campbell would feed the appropriate coordinates to my computer as she’s scanning what’s ahead of us in the wormhole, then I can navigate with no problem,”

“Then I’ve made my decision. We will go through the wormhole and hopefully we’ll find out what happened to the Gagarin when we do. Lieutenant McBride, you’re free to take us in.”

“Aye, aye, Colonel.”

As the ship approached the threshold of the wormhole, the crew discovered that the path to the wormhole was rough. The ship felt like it was shaking apart as it went into the wormhole, like a ship of the seas would rattle and shake when it was in rough seas. Once they were in the wormhole itself, the ship became stable again. Campbell figured out that they would be in the wormhole for at least thirty minutes before they would come upon the entrance.

Ten minutes into flight, Campbell started to have problems with her computer, “I’m starting to get error messages from the software. All flight coordinates have been transferred to McBride’s flight computer in case of a computer crash. Once we return to normal space, I think I’m going to have to re-boot the science station computer,”

“Will your computer crashing affect McBride’s computer?” asked McMurphy.

“It shouldn’t, Colonel. While our computers are networked, they use totally different software. Navigation should be fine,” answered Campbell.

“I certainly hope navigation doesn’t get affected. We don’t want to be lost in space. Keep me informed when something else pops up, Major,”

“Yes sir.”

Twenty minutes later, the ship emerged on the other side of the wormhole no worse for wear. “All stop, Lieutenant. Campbell, are you able to determine where we are?”

“Yes, my computer seemed to return to normal a few minutes after I thought it was about to crash. While I can’t pinpoint exactly where we are, I can tell you it’s more than fifty light years from Earth. We need to update our star charts once we return. Anyway, the star in this system is slightly larger than our own and has ten planets orbiting it. I am detecting a weak beacon emanating from the fourth planet, which is a little over eight hundred thousand miles from here. My telemetry is telling me that there’s a possible advanced civilization on that planet, but we’d have to get closer to really find out,”

“Can you tell if that beacon is from the Gagarin?”

“Although it’s very weak, I would have to say it is from the Gagarin, Colonel,”

“Alright, we’ll go investigate. Lieutenant McBride, take us in.”

“Yes sir, Colonel.”
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A few hours later, the Lewis & Clark approached the planet where the signal from the Gagarin was broadcasting from. “Colonel, I’m picking up a lot of objects orbiting the planet, it looks like a space station, a couple of ships, and some satellites. There’s no indication that they’ve spotted us,” remarked Campbell.

“Can you pick up any life signs?” asked Stanislov.

“We’d have to get closer, Commander, our instruments aren’t that highly tuned as yet,”

“McBride, take us in, slow and steady,” ordered McMurphy.

The Lewis & Clark arrived near the space station, which was ten times the size of the Reagan Space Station that orbited Earth. There seemed to be no activity around or in the station and scans of the interior showed that there was no one on board. “Campbell, can you tell if there are any bodies on that station?” asked McMurphy.

“We’d have to board the station to find that out, sir,”

“Then we’ll just have to do that. Stanislov, take security, the doctor, and board that station. All you have to do is find out if there are any dead bodies, but if you feel investigating anything else on that station would help, you’re free to do so,”

“Dah, Colonel,” then he spoke into a communications device, “Doctor Manning and Security Chief Elders, this is Commander Stanislov, please meet me in the hangar bay. We’re going to investigate the alien space station.” both men acknowledged the Commander and said they were on their way. “Any instructions, Colonel?”

“Be careful. If there’s some kind of virus or something we don’t understand, please make sure you don’t bring it on board our ship. Relate that to Doctor Manning, he’s going to want to bring something back that might potentially harm us,”

“I will do that, Colonel. Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’ll make my way to the shuttle.” Stanislov left the bridge and headed for the hangar.

In the hangar where the shuttles were, Manning, Elders, and two others from security were already waiting for the Commander. As they were going inside, Elders asked, “What’s the security situation on board the alien station, Commander?”

“As far as we know, it’s safe for us to go aboard. But it is good we err on the side of caution. Which is why I’m having you and your team go with me and the Doctor,”

“Well, if we have to face an alien threat, my men and I are equipped to handle it,”

“Good to know, Mr. Elders,” as he sat down at the pilot’s chair, Stanislov asked Doctor Manning if he had any concerns.

“You bet I do. I’m concerned about possible biohazards, and if we find any bodies, what could’ve caused their deaths. I’m sure Colonel McMurphy warned you about not letting me bring samples back, so I’ll save you the trouble and tell you that
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