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  Introduction


   


   


  This book is written in a colloquial entertaining style for the average person – but it should be understood that this is how the ancient writers believed in all played out, based on oral tradition. Many of the events and happenings in this story you’ve probably never heard about before – and that’s part of the appeal. There is nothing that contradicts the Bible, but there is a whole lot of stuff that augments the Bible.


  The manuscript is solidly derived from ancient writings that have been preserved down through the ages – and then adapted for modern readers in modern vernacular – bringing fresh insights into many people’s understanding of the events and the accounts.


  It is written such that it reads like a re-enactment of historical events – putting the reader smack in the middle of the action, where life is playing out real-time. As such, the reader benefits from experiencing the drama of the setting and the personality of the characters first-hand. It is written in present tense and not past tense like a history book or scholarly analysis. So, it seems like history is actually being played-out.


   


  In this book, the Apostle Peter witnesses the ascension of Jesus of Nazareth on the Mount of Olives, receives the eight ‘Books of Mystery’ (the ‘Keys to the Kingdom’), beholds the appearance of the holy Mother of God, and resolves to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth.


  After witnessing the ascension, and experiencing the miracle of Pentecost, Peter agrees to safeguard the books of divine mysteries, and prepares to start preaching the Gospel in Palestine and Judaea.


  Thirty years later in Rome, Peter and Clement create a compendium of books documenting the evangelization efforts of all the disciples on missionary travels. They add the eight books of mysteries that Peter received at the Ascension and create a repository of Faith, that is then archived in a great chest called the ‘Ark of the New Covenant’. Peter’s legacy is sealed. A few days later, he is arrested and executed as a Christian sympathizer, seeking to undermine the morals of the Roman Empire.


   


   


   




   


   


   


   


  The Ascension Begins


   


   


   


  Forty days have passed since Jesus of Nazareth was resurrected from the dead. He has mysteriously appeared numerous times to the apostles and many of the believing disciples. They are all amazed at the events and are continually praising His Name and praying to God. They fellowship together, but they are unsure of what will happen next or what they should do next.


   


  That morning, Peter is praying alone on the Mount of Olives, when Jesus miraculously appears to him, emerging from a wisp of hazy blurry vapor, and speaks aloud:


   


  Peter, My son, understand this: the Old Covenant has passed away, and a New Covenant is now in effect. The Commandments I gave to Moses are still applicable, but through My grace, the host of details comprising the Law have been simplified. This is to enable more of My created beings to be able to receive justification and salvation – a better way for My creation to be able to overcome the evils of Satan, and to join in fellowship with Me in heaven, and receive eternal life.1


  Peter, go down now – seek out all the followers and believers – and bring them here to Me as soon as you can.


   


  So, Peter goes down from the Mount of Olives, and locates James, John, and Andrew, and tells them what Jesus has commanded. In turn, they gather the remaining apostles and 72 faithful disciples – and when all are assembled, they walk uphill to the Mount of Olives. They stand near the summit facing east, with Jerusalem lying below.


   


  The Doors of Heaven Open


  And just then, a shining and glowing white cloud envelops them all, flickering and crackling like a flame of fire. The cloud covers the entire city, and all the people of Jerusalem witness the natural phenomenon, and many are afraid.


  As the faithful are standing in the midst of the cloud, they see an image that looks like the doors of heaven opening. A gap appears in the cloud and two beams of bright multicolored light emerge and shimmer to the ground, gleaming majestically. The light beams look like a ladder, and multiple translucent and glittering angels seem to be ascending and descending on the ladder of light.


  Standing at the foot of the ladder is the Lord Jesus Christ, appearing as if He wishes to ascend to His throne of radiant Glory. He stretches out His holy right hand and blesses all the gathered. Then, he looks directly at the apostles and exhales a breath of fragrant holy air that they can feel impinging on their faces. Then, the Lord is heard to say:


   


  Behold now the Holy Spirit!


   


  And then the bodies, hearts, souls, and minds of the apostles begin to burn with the energy – the fire and light – of the Holy Spirit.2 They see what looks like a blazing chariot descend to the ground from heaven upon the wings of Angels of the Cherubim,3 and with it are tens of thousands of Angels of the Seraphim,4 each of which has six wings. They are singing praises to God with clear sweet voices to the strains of mesmerizing ethereal music – joyfully crying out thanks to God.


  With that, the Lord enters the chariot while on the ground and sits upon a throne of such sparkling brilliance, that it is hard to discern with the naked eye.


   


  Seeing this wonder, the apostles and disciples bow down in humble reverence, rejoicing and praising, even as they did at the time of the Resurrection.5 And they hear the sounds of trumpets and horns. All over the air and sky, the angels in their various hierarchies are shouting out cries of glory and adoration.


  Certain groups of angels exclaim:


   


  Blessed be Almighty God, Who is from the beginning, and Who shall endure forever!


   


  Other angels are heard shouting:


   


  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. All the heavens, and all the earth are filled with His glory. Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He Who has come, and blessed be He Who shall come in the Name of God.6


   


  Still other angels are calling out:


   


  Blessed be the Name of God from this time forth – forever and ever!


   


  Some of them are extolling:


   


  Holy are You, O God Almighty! Holy are You, O Mighty One! Holy are You, O Living One Who does not die – have mercy on us, Your creation!


   


  And some of them are acclaiming:


   


  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit! As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be! Amen.7


   


  And then, the gathered group of believers hear a deep thunderous voice boom out:


   


  O princes of the celestial highway - Open now the gates of heaven - Let the doors which were from the very Creation be opened - and the King of glory and honor shall enter in.


   


  The believers then hear the voices of the Seraphim, who are standing by the throne, call out in mock reply:


   


  Tell us, who is this king of glory and honor?


   


  To which the thunderous voice replies:


   


  It is your God, in form and substance, the Lamb and the Savior, the Word and the Wisdom.


   


  Then, the voices of the Principalities, the Dominions, and the Powers among the angels, cry out:8


   


  Open now the doors, O stately princes, and let the gates which were fashioned at the Creation be opened, and the King of praise and glory shall come in.


   


  And other voices from the angelic ranks of Thrones and Virtues are heard, saying in mock misunderstanding:


   


  Who is this king of glory and praise?


   


  And then, the entire congregation in all the angelic ranks shout out:


   


  He is the King of Glory, the Savior of the world, the Prince of Peace, and the Mighty One forever and ever!


   


  Some of the believers look up from their posture of genuflection,9 and see the angels waving mystical fans of multicolored light. Some of the angels carry vessels containing sweet aromas that waft into the air. And some of them touch their wings together in a sign of praise. From their mouths come cries of joy and shouts of thanksgiving. Others are singing hymns of worship in such exquisite melodies that all human hearts are touched with love.


   


   


   




  the Book of Mysteries


   


   


   


  Witnessing these phenomena of wonder and majesty, all the apostles and disciples are completely overcome with awe and emotion. Weeping and lamenting as they kneel on the ground, they pray, “O our Lord and God, forgive us, for we have believed in You without fullness of heart. We commit now to Your Name; leave us not here as orphans.”


  The heart of Peter is moved and he chokes a bit from emotion. His head is bowed down when he feels the Lord God raise his head up and say to him:


   


  O Peter, be not sorrowful; rise up, be strong, and make your brothers and fellow believers to be strong – keep in your hearts what you have seen and are about to see.


   


  Then, they all rise up from the ground and stand upon their feet looking at Peter. And they see a book resting at his feet. It is ornamented with precious stones and pearls – and in it is written some of the holy knowledge that Peter has been chosen to receive by the Lord – the holy mysteries written by God and meant for teaching to the people in an orderly fashion.10


  The book is bathed in a radiant haze of beauty, the splendor of which is like the sun shining on a crystal-clear lake at sunrise.


  The Lord God then gives Peter seven other books that are each studded with an emerald stone.11 But these books are not visible to the disciples and other apostles – only Peter can


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  Peter Sees the Holy Mother of God


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  The Believers Witness the Ascension
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