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    J.K. Rowling famously came up with the idea for the Harry Potter series on a train from Manchester to London, though the first book in the series was not published until several years later. The first novel in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, achieved unprecedented success, and Rowling was catapulted to fame. The immense popularity of Harry Potter only grew with the publication of the later books in the series, and Rowling is now one of the most well-known and influential children’s authors in the world.


    Following the publication of the final book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Rowling took a break from publishing until 2012, when her first adult novel, The Casual Vacancy, was released. She has since published four crime novels in her Cormoran Strike series, which is published under the pseudonym Robert Galbraith, as well as a play which follows on from the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.

  


  
    HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX


    THE FIFTH INSTALMENT IN THE HARRY POTTER SERIES


    
      	Genre: novel


      	Reference edition: Rowling, J.K. (2014) Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. London: Bloomsbury Publishing.


      	1st edition: 2003


      	Themes: fantasy, magic, good versus evil, friendship, growing up

    


    First published in 2003, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is the fifth book in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series. At almost 800pages, it is the longest book in the series. Five million copies were sold in the first 24hours after it was released, and it won several awards.


    The novel follows Harry through his fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, as he deals with the return of Lord Voldemort and the mistrust of the rest of the wizarding world, which refuses to believe Harry’s story of Voldemort’s return. He is also faced with a challenging new Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher, Dolores Umbridge, an important figure at the Ministry of Magic, which begins to use her as a means of interfering in the running of the school. At the same time, Harry is dealing with the normal issues faced by a 15-year-old, including conflicts with his friends and trouble with girls.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    A STRESSFUL SUMMER


    The novel begins with Harry staying with his aunt and uncle at Privet Drive during a particularly hot summer, feeling abandoned by his friends in the wizarding world. After being forced to use the Patronus Charm to fend off an unusual Dementor attack, Harry receives a letter from the Ministry of Magic informing him that he must attend a disciplinary hearing for using magic outside school. Several wizards, including Mad-Eye Moody and Remus Lupin, arrive at the house and escort Harry to London, eventually arriving at number twelve, Grimmauld Place – the Headquarters of the Order of the Phoenix.


    Harry’s best friends, Ron and Hermione, explain the purpose of the Order of the Phoenix – a secret society founded by Dumbledore to fight Voldemort and his followers – and tell Harry about the articles published in the Daily Prophet attacking Harry and ridiculing his story of Voldemort’s return. Harry learns that Grimmauld Place is his godfather Sirius Black’s family home, and that he has offered it to the Order as Headquarters. Too young to join himself, Harry nevertheless finds out that Voldemort is building up an army of followers and that he is searching for some kind of weapon.


    Harry attends his hearing at the Ministry of Magic, where he meets Dolores Umbridge for the first time. Umbridge appears to take an immediate dislike to Harry but, with Dumbledore’s help, Harry is cleared of all charges.


    BACK TO HOGWARTS


    The next day, the group begin their journey back to Hogwarts. On the Hogwarts Express, Harry meets Luna Lovegood, an unusual girl from Ravenclaw, and runs into Cho Chang, the very pretty Ravenclaw Quidditch Seeker. Upon arriving at Hogwarts, Harry is disturbed to find that Hagrid is not there to greet the new students as usual. He also finds that the usually horseless carriages which take the students up to the castle now appear to be pulled by strange, reptilian horses that only he and Luna can see.


    In the Great Hall, Harry is shocked to see Dolores Umbridge again. The Sorting Hat, which sorts new students into their Hogwarts houses, warns the students that “Hogwarts is in danger from external, deadly foes . . .” (p.191). After the feast, Umbridge is announced as the new Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher. She makes a speech before the school, indicating that the Ministry will be making its presence felt at Hogwarts in the coming year. Harry then finds that several of his classmates believe the Daily Prophet’s lies about him and Dumbledore, and they do not believe that Voldemort has returned.


    The next day, Harry has his first Defence Against the Dark Arts lesson with Professor Umbridge, in which the class discover that they will be doing no practical magic this year. Several students, including Harry and Hermione, argue against this, and Harry receives detention for claiming that Voldemort has returned and that they need to learn to defend themselves against him.


    DUMBLEDORE’S ARMY


    Harry goes to Umbridge’s office for his first detention. Harry is made to write “I must not tell lies” with a cruel quill which carves the words into Harry’s skin as he writes them.


    Sirius later appears in the Gryffindor Common Room fire. He explains that Ministry is afraid that Dumbledore might be planning to train up his students to fight against them, hence Umbridge’s refusal to allow them to practise defensive spells.


    Umbridge is appointed Hogwarts High Inquisitor, giving her additional control over the running of the school, which includes inspecting the other teachers. At this point, Hermione suggests to Harry that he should teach the other students how to defend themselves against Voldemort, and although he initially refuses, they eventually decide to hold a secret meeting in the Hog’s Head pub in Hogsmeade with any interested students. Harry is shocked by the number of students who turn up, but Umbridge soon passes a new decree forbidding groups of three or more students from meeting, making it clear that she has been tipped off about the group’s intentions.


    Dobby the house-elf suggests the Room of Requirement as a place for Harry and the others to practise Defence Against the Dark Arts. The Room transforms itself into whatever the user requires of it, making it perfect for their needs. The students meet there the next evening, and decide on a name for their group: Dumbledore’s Army (DA).


    OLD FRIENDS AND NEW PROBLEMS


    The first Quidditch match of the season takes place in November. Harry is looking forward to it, but is also worried about Ron, who has not been performing well in practice. Ron is nervous and the relentless jeering of the Slytherin fans causes him to let in goals, but Harry manages to catch the Snitch in time to win the game. Harry and George Weasley end up in a fight with Malfoy, an unpleasant student from Slytherin, and Umbridge hands the two of them, plus George’s twin brother Fred, a lifetime ban on playing Quidditch.


    Hermione notices a light in Hagrid’s cabin, and she, Harry and Ron sneak out to visit him. Hagrid’s face is injured, and Hermione guesses where he might have been – visiting the giants on Dumbledore’s behalf. Hagrid tells them about his journey to the giants, during which he unsuccessfully tried to sway them to the Order’s side of the war before Voldemort’s followers could do the same.


    In his first Care of Magical Creatures class, Hagrid shows the students the Thestrals – the strange horses which pull the school carriages. They can only be seen by people who have seen death. Umbridge arrives to inspect the class, which does not go well.


    At the final DA meeting before Christmas, Harry and Cho Chang stay behind after the other students have left, and they kiss. That night, Harry has a dream that he is a snake, and he attacks Ron’s father. Upon waking up, he insists that the dream was real, and he is taken to see Dumbledore.


    Dumbledore believes Harry, though he is distant towards him, and he and the Weasleys are sent to Grimmauld Place. Mr Weasley survives the attack, but Harry is half-convinced that he somehow transformed into a snake and carried out the attack until Ginny, who has previously been possessed by Voldemort, manages to put his mind at rest.


    Professor Snape visits Harry to tell him that he will be giving Harry Occlumency lessons on Dumbledore’s orders, in order to teach Harry how to defend his mind against Voldemort, who may be able to use the connection between them to attack Harry.


    During one of his lessons with Snape, which involves Snape attempting to force his way inside Harry’s mind, he realises that the corridor in which Mr Weasley was attacked is in the Department of Mysteries at the Ministry and wonders if the weapon Voldemort is seeking might be hidden there.


    UMBRIDGE ON THE WARPATH


    There is a mass breakout from Azkaban, and the students begin to doubt the Daily Prophet’s version of the story. Harry also goes on a date with Cho Chang, which ends badly after Cho gets upset about her former boyfriend, Cedric Diggory, who was killed during the events of the previous book.


    Hermione arranges a meeting with Rita Skeeter, a disgraced former reporter, to persuade her to write an article on Harry’s version of events. The published article results in a deluge of mail for Harry – both from people he has convinced and those who still believe that he and Dumbledore are lying.


    Professor Trelawney is dismissed from her position as Divination teacher by Umbridge, who discovers where Dumbledore’s Army are meeting shortly afterwards, forcing the students to scatter. However, Harry is caught and taken to Dumbledore’s office. In front of the Minister of Magic, Dumbledore takes full responsibility for the group’s activities and claims that he has been building up an army, before disappearing from the castle to avoid arrest. Umbridge then replaces Dumbledore as Head of Hogwarts.


    Harry finally manages to defend himself against Snape in one of his Occlumency lessons, and gets a glimpse into Snape’s memories, in which Harry’s father and his friends are teasing him cruelly.


    Fred and George stage a dramatic exit from Hogwarts, stealing their broomsticks back from Umbridge and escaping the castle. While most of the school is distracted by the final Quidditch match of the year, Hagrid takes Harry and Hermione to the Forbidden Forest, where he introduces them to his giant half-brother Grawp, whom Hagrid has brought back from his travels.


    THE DEPARTMENT OF MYSTERIES


    Harry and the other fifth years sit their O.W.L. examinations, and Umbridge dismisses Hagrid, forcing him to leave Hogwarts. Harry falls asleep in an exam and has a dream that Voldemort has captured Sirius and is torturing him in the Department of Mysteries. He breaks into Umbridge’s office to use her fireplace to check whether Sirius is still at home.


    Sirius seems to be gone, but Umbridge catches Harry, Hermione, Ron, Ginny, Neville and Luna while Harry is still trying to reach out to him. Harry and Hermione trick Umbridge into following them into the Forest, telling her that Dumbledore has hidden a weapon there. Umbridge is attacked by centaurs, and Harry and Hermione escape. Reunited with the others, they decide to fly to London by Thestral.


    The students make their way through the Department of Mysteries and find a glass ball, a prophecy, with Harry’s name on it, but Sirius is nowhere to be found. The Death Eaters appear, and Harry realises he has been tricked – they have lured him here because Harry is the only one who can touch the prophecy. Harry and the others fight the Death Eaters, while also contending with the other dangers in the Department of Mysteries. Eventually, a number of members of the Order of the Phoenix arrive, and Sirius is killed in the ensuing fight by Bellatrix Lestrange, who is one of the highest-ranking Death Eaters.


    Harry chases after Bellatrix in fury, and encounters Voldemort in the atrium. Dumbledore is able to fight Voldemort off, and the senior members of the Ministry arrive just in time to see that Voldemort has indeed returned.


    Returning to Hogwarts, Harry is furious about Sirius’s death and vents his emotions by wrecking part of Dumbledore’s office. Dumbledore explains that Voldemort used his connection with Harry to lure him to London, and tells him what the prophecy means – that either Harry or Voldemort must kill the other.


    The Ministry and the Daily Prophet acknowledge Voldemort’s return, whilst Harry mourns the loss of Sirius and returns to Privet Drive.
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