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The Bible speaks in several places about using what is in your hands as a symbol of utilizing the resources, skills, or abilities God has given you for His purposes.

Exodus 4:2-4  

When God called Moses to lead the Israelites, He asked Moses, “What is that in your hand?” Moses replied, “A staff.” God then used that staff to perform miracles, showing that even something as simple as a staff could be used powerfully when given to God.

Matthew 25:14-30 

In the Parable of the Talents, Jesus teaches that we should use the resources, talents, or abilities entrusted to us by God. The parable emphasizes being faithful with what we have been given, no matter how small or large, to serve and glorify God.

1 Peter 4:10  

This verse encourages believers to use whatever gifts they have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace.

Proverbs 12:11 

“Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless pursuits lacks sense.” This encourages using your hands and resources wisely for practical work and productivity.

Overall, the Bible encourages believers to use what is in their hands, whether it’s physical skills, talents, or material resources, for God’s glory and to help others.
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The Gift in Our Hands
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The little we have, we give with grace,

A handful of seeds, a simple embrace.

Though  it may seem small, it’s all we can spare,

God takes what we offer, and multiplies it to share

When we trust God with what little we have, He has the ability to multiply it in ways we can’t imagine, transforming small offerings into great blessings.
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Here are additional biblical references and insights related to using what’s in your hands for God’s purposes:


2 Kings 4:1-7 

The story of the widow and the prophet Elisha is a powerful example of how God can multiply what seems like a small resource when we trust Him. The widow only had a small jar of oil, but Elisha instructed her to gather empty vessels, and God filled them all with oil. This demonstrates that even the most limited resources, when offered to God, can be used for great provision.




Judges 15:15-16 

Samson used the jawbone of a donkey to defeat a thousand Philistines. In this case, what was in his hand was a simple and seemingly insignificant item, but God empowered him to achieve victory through it. This shows that God can work through whatever tools or resources we have if we trust Him.



Mark 6:41-44

In the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus used five loaves of bread and two fish, provided by a young boy. Although the resources seemed inadequate, Jesus multiplied them to feed thousands, showing how God can take even what appears to be insignificant and turn it into something abundantly fruitful when it’s offered in faith.

Exodus 17:8-13 

When the Israelites were fighting the Amalekites, Moses used a staff in his hands to intercede for the battle. As long as his hands were raised, the Israelites prevailed. This highlights the power of using what’s in your hands—whether it’s through prayer, action, or leadership—in partnership with God’s power to achieve victory.

Luke 16:10-12 

In this passage, Jesus teaches that those who are faithful with small things (what is in their hands) will be trusted with greater things. It emphasizes stewardship—using whatever resources, opportunities, and abilities we have in ways that honor God and serve others.
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Ecclesiastes 9:10 

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might...” This verse encourages people to dedicate their efforts to whatever task is before them, whether large or small, as a way of honoring God with diligence and wholeheartedness.
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Acts 3:6-7 

When Peter and John encountered a beggar at the temple gate, Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Peter didn’t have money, but he used what he had—his faith and authority in Christ—to heal the beggar, demonstrating that our most important resources are spiritual and relational, not material.



These examples underscore the theme that God can use whatever is in your hands, whether it’s a physical object, a talent, or even a moment of influence, as a means to fulfill His purposes. The key is faith, obedience, and willingness to offer what you have to God, trusting that He will multiply and direct it for His glory.

Here are more examples and insights from the Bible regarding using what’s in your hands:


Genesis 41:46 

Joseph, having been appointed as second-in-command over Egypt, used the authority in his hands to prepare for a coming famine. His wisdom and faithfulness with the resources entrusted to him during times of plenty allowed Egypt to endure years of hardship. This demonstrates how God can use your position and resources to bless others when you act wisely and obediently.



1 Samuel 17:40 

When David faced Goliath, he chose five smooth stones from a brook. With a simple sling and his faith in God, David defeated the giant. This passage illustrates how God can use even the smallest and most humble tools—what’s in your hand—to accomplish great victories, as long as you rely on Him.

Luke 19:11-27 

The Parable of the Ten Minas teaches that we should be faithful stewards of the resources and opportunities God gives us. The servants who wisely invested their money were rewarded, while the one who did nothing with his mina lost it. This story emphasizes the importance of using what’s in your hands (your resources, talents, and opportunities) for God’s purposes.

Matthew 14:15-21 

Another example of Jesus feeding a crowd is found in this passage. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish from the disciples, blessed them, and used them to feed over 5,000 people. This shows that even something as seemingly small as a few loaves and fish can become a great blessing when surrendered to God.

Deuteronomy 15:10 

“You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging when you give to him, because for this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake.” This verse teaches that what we do with our hands—whether giving to others, serving, or working—matters. Our generosity and how we use what we have will bring God’s blessing.

Colossians 3:23-24 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.” This passage reminds us that every task, no matter how mundane, should be done with excellence and dedication, as if we are serving God directly, using what’s in our hands for His glory.

Acts 9:36-42 

Dorcas (also known as Tabitha) was known for her good works and acts of charity, especially sewing clothes for the poor. She used her skill with her hands to serve others, and when she died, her community mourned deeply. Through Peter’s prayer, she was miraculously raised from the dead. Her story highlights that using our skills and resources—no matter how small—can have eternal impact when used for God’s glory and others’ benefit.

Romans 12:6-8 

Paul talks about the different gifts given to the body of Christ, urging believers to use their gifts faithfully. He encourages those who have the gift of prophecy, service, teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, and showing mercy to use what is in their hands for the building up of the Church and for God’s kingdom.
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1 Kings 17:8-16 

The story of the widow of Zarephath and Elijah is another example of using limited resources. The widow had just a small amount of flour and oil left, but when she obeyed Elijah’s request and used what was in her hands to make a meal for him, God multiplied her resources, ensuring that she had enough throughout the famine. This teaches that when we use what we have in faith and obedience to God, He provides.

Matthew 7:7-8 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” This passage encourages us to use what we have, including prayer, in faith. God promises that when we seek Him and His will, He will provide and open doors for us.

These passages collectively show that what’s in your hands—whether it’s a physical resource, a talent, an opportunity, or an act of service—can be used by God for His purposes. The key is to offer it in faith, trusting that He will multiply and bless it according to His will.

Here are more biblical examples and teachings about using what’s in your hands:

Nehemiah 4:17-18 

As the Israelites were rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, they worked with one hand and held a weapon with the other to protect themselves from their enemies. This passage highlights that using what’s in your hands may involve balancing different responsibilities and protecting what you are building in faith, whether it’s physical, spiritual, or relational.

Proverbs 31:13-19 

The “Proverbs 31 Woman” is often depicted as using what’s in her hands to benefit her family and community. She works with her hands to make goods, provides for her household, and helps the poor. Her diligence and resourcefulness with her skills demonstrate how God calls us to use our hands in service to others, managing resources wisely for His glory.

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

Paul and Apollos are compared to fellow workers in God’s field. Paul planted, Apollos watered, but it was God who gave the increase. This passage teaches that using what’s in your hands—whether it’s planting seeds of faith, nurturing others, or serving in different ways—plays a role in God’s grand plan, but it is God who ultimately brings the growth.

Luke 6:38 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” This verse emphasizes the principle of generosity: what you give—whether it’s your time, talents, or resources—will be returned to you abundantly. It shows that what you have in your hands can be used for great impact when you give it freely.

Matthew 25:34-40 

Jesus teaches that when we use what’s in our hands to serve others, it’s as though we are serving Christ Himself. Feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, and welcoming strangers are all ways of using what’s in your hands for God’s kingdom, and Jesus promises a reward for such acts of love and service.

Luke 12:42-48 

Jesus compares faithful servants to those who use the resources in their hands (their responsibilities) to serve and care for others. The parable encourages us to be good stewards of everything God entrusts to us—our time, resources, and abilities—while awaiting His return.

John 6:8-9 

In the story of feeding the 5,000, the boy with five loaves and two fish used what was in his hands to offer to Jesus. Though the resources seemed small, Jesus used them to provide for the large crowd. This shows that even the smallest offerings, when placed in Jesus’ hands, can have a significant impact.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

Paul teaches that God loves a cheerful giver and that when we use what’s in our hands (whether in material resources or service) to bless others, God will provide abundantly for us. This passage underscores the idea of generous stewardship—using what we have to serve others in faith, knowing that God will bless us in return.

Acts 2:44-45 

The early church is described as sharing everything they had with one another. Those who had extra possessions used what was in their hands to meet the needs of fellow believers. This community-oriented use of resources highlights that using what we have can foster unity and care within the body of Christ.

Psalm 90:17 

“Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands; yes, establish the work of our hands.” This verse calls on God to bless and prosper the work of our hands. It reinforces the idea that the tasks we undertake can be meaningful when aligned with God’s purposes and blessings.

Isaiah 28:24-29 

In a poetic way, the prophet Isaiah speaks about how God carefully plans and arranges the works of His hands, comparing them to a skilled farmer who knows how to prepare the soil and grow crops. This imagery reminds us that how we use our hands to work, serve, and create is part of God’s design and is meant to be done with skill, care, and purpose.

These passages further emphasize that God calls us to use the abilities, resources, and opportunities we have—what’s in our hands—toward His purposes, knowing that even the smallest act, when dedicated to Him, can have a significant impact. Whether in serving others, stewarding resources, or cultivating talents, we are encouraged


















[image: image]
























[image: image]















[image: image]














[image: image]













d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





