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			To dogs: Thanks for being our best buds for the past 31,000 years.
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			FAMILY

			(fam-i-lee ) n.

			
					You love them and they love you.

					You trust them and they trust you.

					You take care of them and they take care of you.

					You know each other by heart . . . and by fart.
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			These pages celebrate the couch-snuggling, belly-scratching, snout-kissing humans who share their lives with dogs.

			We, like you, are dog people.

			We dedicate these stories to the millions of us out there who share a special connection to these furry dumplings and know how much richer life is with a dog by our side.

			Here are just a few of the infinite reasons that demonstrate the lengths you would go out of a kooky, insatiable love for your dog.
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			YOU STARTED A COMPANY WITH THE SOLE MISSION TO MAKE DOGS HAPPY.

		

		
			I’m obsessed with my dog, a Great Dane named Hugo. I was looking for ways to make Hugo happy with a new toy or treat that was perfect for him but found it very challenging. 

			I shared that with Henrik, and we thought of the monthly box idea with products that are perfect for your dog. Selling to a million people didn’t really matter as long as my dog loved it. We’re a company that exists to make dogs and their people happy. We have toys and treats for dogs, entertainment for dogs and their people, experiences for dogs and their people, and so much more coming in the future. I’m telling you, in the next five years I will fly on a commercial flight with my Great Dane in the cabin, and we’ll be responsible for that.

		

		
			Matt Meeker & Hugo

			CO-FOUNDER OF BARK & CO.
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			In the first days of Bark & Co., my wife and I fostered dogs constantly. Fostering opened my eyes to so many issues in the dog world that I never noticed before.

			I wanted to find a way to scale my donation to dogs in need and realized that in order to help millions of dogs, I needed to build a company where that mission was a part of the DNA. Today and always, helping dogs in need is a core value of the Bark ethos.

			When my wife became pregnant, we decided to find one dog that could become our son’s best friend. We met our dog, Molly, through a rescue organization that brought her up from the streets of Mobile, Alabama. Molly is now a constant inspiration that forces me to think of new experiences I can have with her that make her happy. I feel that part of the reason we have been so successful in launching new products and services is that it’s all anchored in our love for our own dogs.

		

		
			Henrik Werdelin & Molly

			CO-FOUNDER OF BARK & CO.
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			When I was growing up, we didn’t have big pet stores in upstate New York. Our town had a local dog bakery and a very small pet boutique. I grew accustomed to exploring small and local brands and being able to treat my dogs, Cooper and Roxy, to something more unique and special.

			I later realized that everyone hadn’t had the same experience as my own. That became, and still is, a huge part of Bark—discovering amazing experiences out there and personalizing it all for your dog.

			I had explored several career paths since college, from engineering to finance to operations. When I started to think about what I really cared about and what made me happy every day, the only things that stood out were my dogs. I never thought I’d actually have the opportunity to mix my career focus and my passion, and when I met Henrik and Matt, I thought I was dreaming.

		

		
			Carly Strife, Roxy & Cooper

			CO-FOUNDER OF BARK & CO.
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			TIMELINE OF BARK & CO.

		

		
			AUGUST

		

		
			2011

		

		
			The rise of celebridogs like Boo, Tuna, and the Doge meme hit mainstream.
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			DECEMBER

		

		
			2011

		

		
			Bark & Co. ships its first BarkBox from Chinatown, NYC. Founders Matt, Carly, and Henrik pay friends in pizza to help pack boxes of toys and treats to send to lucky pups across the country. Henrik, originally from Denmark, writes “Happy Hollidays” with two l’s in many of them accidentally.
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			OCTOBER

		

		
			2012

		

		
			BarkPost.com launches to bring dog stories, videos, and memes to the world.
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			NOVEMBER

		

		
			2012

		

		
			Bark designs, develops, and ships the first BarkMade toy: a bouquet of plush, squeaky flowers.
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			DECEMBER

		

		
			2012

		

		
			@BarkBox publishes its first Instagram post, falling into the dazzling rabbit hole of Internet pup parents.
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			JUNE

		

		
			2013

		

		
			BarkPost hosts a Willy Wonka–style “Golden Bone” video contest and flies Watson the Schnauzer out to Bark HQ for the ultimate NYC dog tour.
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			JULY

		

		
			2013

		

		
			BarkPost hosts a “Pup-up Adoption Shop” in Soho and every single dog went to a furever home that day.
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			JANUARY

		

		
			2014

		

		
			Bark & Co. moves to a larger office designed with the dogs in mind first, humans second. Cartoonist Dave Coverly covers the office in custom illustrations. Office dog Brownie christens the new space with a legendary pee straight into a trash can.
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			OCTOBER

		

		
			2014

		

		
			BarkShop.com opens its virtual doors as Bark & Co.’s first retail e-commerce site.
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			MARCH

		

		
			2015

		

		
			Bark & Co. flies the whole company, now fifty-five employees, to Disney World.

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			JULY

		

		
			2015

		

		
			BarkLive throws its second annual BarkFest, where ten thousand dog lovers flock to the Brooklyn waterfront for the biggest dog event in NYC.
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			OCTOBER

		

		
			2016

		

		
			You’ve got it in your paws right now: BarkBook is pup-lished!
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			YOU SET UP AN INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT FOR YOUR DOG BECAUSE HIS SMILE NEEDED TO BE SHARED WITH THE WORLD.

		

		
			Dexter the miniature Dachshund first became dog-famous on Vine with over 125,000 loyal fans. BuzzFeed named him “The Happiest Dog in the World” because of his big Dumbo ears, his winning smile, and the fact that his tail never stops wagging! I think he would like to be known as “Dexter the Happy Dachshund” someday. He acts very nervous and yet so excited at the same time—you can’t help but fall in love with his big brown eyes. He has melted many hearts all over the world and there are still more to come!

		

		
			Karen & Dexter

			BUENA PARK, CALIFORNIA
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			YOU TALKED ABOUT YOUR DOG LIKE SHE WAS YOURS BEFORE YOU HAD EVEN MET HER.

			I was not planning on adopting another dog until I saw Ivy. Her kennel card photo was heartbreaking. She was a nine-month-old, fourteen-pound stray. She had a skin infection, missing fur, and a wound around her neck, likely from an embedded collar. Her kill date was in six days. I posted her photo to social media begging someone to adopt her, but in my heart, I already knew she would end up with me. In fact, I had already named her.

			When I finally got to meet Ivy, she lay down on my feet and I knew she was coming home with me. That first day, she followed me around as if we had known each other forever; it was as if she knew we belonged together. I signed the adoption papers that very day. I visited her as much as I could until she got spayed, and finally, I brought her home. My dog Sookie and Ivy have been best friends ever since!

			Jannina, Sookie & Ivy

			ROCKPORT, MASSACHUSETTS

			[image: ] SOOKIEANDIVY

				
					A SIMPLE GUIDE TO ADOPTING A DOG

					[image: ]If you feel that you’re ready to adopt from a rescue group, consult your local shelters, foster groups, and animal care and control organizations by visiting their website or giving them a call. The Shelter Pet Project, American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), and Petfinder websites are also useful resources.

					[image: ]Visit the shelter, meet the dogs, or sign up for the organization’s e-mails.

					[image: ]When you find a dog you’d like to adopt, you will likely be asked to fill out an application, and often you can add your name to a waiting list. Reputable shelters and rescue groups will conduct a detailed analysis of a dog’s behavior to better ensure that you and your new pup are a good fit, and they may do a home check.

					[image: ]Foster: If you’re not quite ready to adopt, fostering a dog is a fantastic option. You’ll get a better sense of what your next step is, you’ll help a dog prepare for their furever home, and you’ll free up a spot at the local shelter for another pup in need.

					[image: ]Remember: It’s important to be clear and honest throughout the process so that you can be matched with the dog that is best suited for your lifestyle and personality.
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			YOU ASSEMBLED A SQUAD OF NAKED DOGS AND MADE THEM YOUR FAMILY.

		

		
			My passion for hairless breeds brought me to the Bald Is Beautiful community, and it wasn’t long before I fostered Nathan. Bald Is Beautiful Hairless and Small Breed Rescue, Inc. is a national nonprofit organization that specializes in the rescue and placement of abused, unwanted, and abandoned dogs. It concentrates on hairless and small-breed dogs but never discriminates on the basis of health, age, or breed.

			Although Nathan and I bonded right away, he was confused and insecure and showed major fear aggression toward other humans and dogs. I was not planning to adopt another dog, but when his pending adoption fell through, Nathan and I made a deal. He would stay with me and reign as the primary ambassador for Bald Is Beautiful.

			Nathan is thriving and has transitioned into a much more social, happy-go-lucky, loving, and confident dog. He proves that damaged dogs can be rehabilitated (and even become famous!) if they’re shown patience, love, and attention. Through the attention Nathan has garnered, his rescue has benefited. Inquiries about and interest in the breed have increased awareness, and comments have been more positive than ever.

			Thanks to Bald Is Beautiful, our naked squad is bigger than just my six dogs. The rescue throws biannual “nekkid parties” to celebrate the rescue’s ongoing successes. In the fall of 2015, Bald Is Beautiful celebrated five years with its High Five Party in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Over 75 people—including volunteers, adopters, and friends, and even more dogs—enjoyed a weekend of camaraderie that included workshops on grooming and photography, as well as an auction, a fashion show, and a Halloween costume contest.

		

		
			Tina, Nathan, Demi, Gilligan, Kramer & Chip

			SEAFORD, VIRGINIA
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			DEMI

			Adopted in 2009, Demi is a perfect little princess who typically stays in the background while the boys get all the attention. Even so, she’s got them all beat on beauty, grace, and manners. She’s considered a “Hairy Hairless” Chinese Crested.

			NATHAN

			Not only does Nathan have a unique appearance, he also smiles, dances, and happens to have the best sidekicks! Nathan’s mission is to use all these special blessings to be an ambassador for Bald Is Beautiful by spreading awareness, love, and joy.

			"HOT MESS" GILLIGAN

			Gilligan is small and bossy. He doesn’t hesitate to tattle when someone (ahem, Nathan) misbehaves. Gilligan was rescued with quite a few others from a hoarding situation. His mission in life is to be held by anyone—he’s not picky. His deadpan manner, captured in photos, is a cover. He’s actually a big baby who is spoiled rotten and throws tantrums. He’s a real-life cartoon character.

			"LITTLE BIG MAN" CHIP

			Chip was here before all the nekkid critters moved in. He’s a ten-pound Yorkshire Terrier with a huge attitude. He’ll be thirteen years old in March and is now blind, arthritic, and allergic to everything. As long as he stays grumpy, I know he’s okay.

			KRAMER

			Kramer was my very first Chinese Crested “Prince Charming.” Kramer, who will soon turn ten years old, is responsible for starting my obsession with the breed. He blasts into a room just like Kramer on Seinfeld. I feel comfortable telling him he’s in charge when I go anywhere.
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			YOU ACCEPT THAT PUTTING IN EARPLUGS IN PREPARATION FOR A 7.0 PUG-SNORE EARTHQUAKE IS JUST PART OF YOUR NIGHTLY ROUTINE.

		

		
			I know I love Homer dearly because I put up with his snoring habit—and man, can a Pug really snore! I have to use earplugs every night.

		

		
			Mei & Homer

			PERTH, AUSTRALIA
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			YOU SPEND HOURS STICKING YOUR DOG INTO EVERY COSTUME FOR THAT PERFECT PICTURE.

		

		
			One of Maymo’s favorite pastimes is destroying stuffed animals. I learned this firsthand when he tore off the face of an antique panda bear that had been in my family for generations. After the initial shock of finding the maimed panda wore off, I decided I would do what any responsible dog parent would—I used the panda as a costume for Maymo, filmed a video of the affair, and posted it on YouTube. The video was a success and Maymo himself loved the whole process; he got copious treats for sitting still in the costume and after filming was allowed to destroy the faceless stuffed animal. This is how Maymo’s career as a dog in disguise started.

		

		
			Jeremy & Maymo

			MERRIMACK VALLEY, MASSACHUSETTS

		

		
			[image: ] MAYMOTHEDOG

			
				
					TIPS FOR GETTING THE PERFECT INSTAGRAM SHOT OF YOUR PUP

					
						[image: ]
					

					Have some fun props ready. Suggestions include a pair of sunglasses, a shiny wig, or a massive mermaid tail.
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					Set the stage. Is your dog an astronaut? Make sure to set up a background with glow-in-the-dark stars. Is your dog Queen Elizabeth? Build a midsized replica of Buckingham Palace.
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					Use every trick in your book to catch your dog’s best facial expression. Make silly voices, wave a treat or a toy above the lens of your camera, and give your pup a pep talk (“You WILL be a celebridog, You CAN reach ten thousand followers, I can SMELL IT!”).

					
						[image: ]
					

					Get a friend to assist. Have someone hold a tasty spoonful of peanut butter while you take an A+ adorbs picture. After all, your dog is a budding superstar—they should get used to having a staff.

					Remember: If you don’t get it right on the first shot, you can always take forty-five more.
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			YOU TAUGHT YOUR DEAF DOG SIGN LANGUAGE.

		

		
			After rescuing my dog Miller, we discovered that he was deaf. We bought a handbook of American Sign Language and embarked on training both ourselves and Miller. We started with “good job,” which we signed with a thumbs-up. Once he mastered the meaning of that, we went on to “sit.” The training continued and he has now mastered over thirty signs! While he knows the typical commands, we’ve also taught him several unique signs. Some are to provide direction, including crossing straight through an intersection when we are on a run or signaling for him to go to his bed. Others are designed to ask him questions to find out if he is hungry or thirsty or needs to go outside. Then there are the ones we designed to make him feel safe. We developed four different signs that collectively mean: “Hello, your dad is still here and I’ll be back soon. I love you.”

			Miller adores people, and we take him to different places so that he can become more confident in new surroundings. Ultimately, we want to be a good ambassador for deaf dogs. Deaf dogs are smart, happy, loving, and very trainable with the right form of communication. Miller has taught us so much more than I ever imagined. The girls in our vet’s reception area say he “listens” better than many of the hearing dogs they see! I couldn’t agree more.

		

		
			Libby & Miller

			DAVENPORT, FLORIDA

			
				
					TEACH YOUR DOG SIGN LANGUAGE
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			YOU BECAME A PERSONAL TRAINER FOR YOUR DOG.

		

			Although I’m personally health conscious, I admit that I allowed my dog Charlie to become overweight. Because of the Dachshund’s unique shape, added weight puts extra stress on their backs that can lead to serious injury, including paralysis. I realized it was time to take control of my dog’s caloric intake, so I factored in Charlie’s weight and activity level, made a daily meal plan, and meticulously weighed each of Charlie’s meals to make sure he was consuming the right amount of food. After many weeks, Charlie’s weight was down almost twenty-five percent, and he can now play and run around at the dog park!

		
			Miguel & Charlie

			WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK
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			YOU KEEP FLANNEL SHEETS ON THE BED YEAR-ROUND TO KEEP YOUR DOG AS SNUGGLY AS POSSIBLE.

		

		
			It all started a few years ago when we decided to take our bed off the frame to lower it. Why? So the puppy, Scruffy, could jump up on the bed without straining himself. Easy access, you know, for the baby. He likes to be tucked into the middle of the bed and have his right hind foot massaged as he falls asleep.

			We noticed that Scruffy also preferred to lie on the soft flannel blankets and sheets of our bed rather than the percale sheets. The simple solution: use flannel sheets on the bed year-round, and keep a fluffy fur blanket at the foot of the bed for good measure. Options. A dog likes options.

		

		
			Michele & Scruffy

			BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON

		

		
			[image: ] SCRUFFY_IN_SEATTLE

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			YOU PASS ON YOUR DREAM APARTMENT BECAUSE IT IS TOO FAR FROM YOUR DOG’S FAVORITE PARK.

		

		
			After an exhaustive two-month search, my boyfriend, Nelson, and I found the perfect little New York apartment. It was equipped with brand-new appliances, ample storage space, a sunny roof deck, and a coveted washer and dryer, and it was in our price range! However, with barely any deliberation at all, we decided to pass. It was simply too far from Oona’s favorite place: Prospect Park. Who could disappoint that face? Amenities are overrated anyway...

		

		
			Ally & Oona

		

		
			BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
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			YOU MAKE SURE YOUR DOG GETS SUFFICIENT KISSES EACH DAY.

		

		
			I had wanted a Pug for as long as I could remember. I sent my now-husband photos and videos of Pugs daily, and it was only when I threatened to get "pugnant" that he surprised me with Charlie. It was love and loaf at first sight.

			One day I counted the number of times I kissed Charlie. I stopped at 137. He finally kissed back.

		

		
			Meredith & Charlie

			SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
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			YOU HAVE A SECRET SONG AND CHOREOGRAPHED DANCE ABOUT YOUR DOG THAT YOU PERFORM AROUND THE HOUSE.

		

		
			Way back when Remix was a wee pup, my boyfriend and I were completely obsessed with him. His trot reminded us of sound effects we would hear in cartoons and we thought it would be really cool if he had his own theme song, too. We made something up on the spot to the tune of a few kids’ songs, and that’s how our secret song came about. To this day, when we sing the song, we always get so many tail wags from our little man!

		

		
			Jennifer & Remix

			TORONTO, ONTARIO

		

		
			[image: ] REMIXTHEDOG

			
				
					THE HAWTEST DOG TRENDS

					THE ELECTRIC SCOOT
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					COTTON-EYE DOGE

					WATCH ME WOOF, WATCH ME PEE-PEE
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					DOGUE

					THE PAW-CARENA

					THE STINKY LEG

					THE GRAPEWHINE
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			YOU CARE JUST AS MUCH ABOUT YOUR DOG’S VIEW AS YOUR OWN WHEN YOU GO CAMPING.

		

		
			We took Penelope camping over the summer for two months—partly for our enjoyment, but mostly because we know how much she enjoys exploring the outdoors. For our entire trip, we let her sleep in our rooftop tent (quite literally a tent that is secured to the roof of our car) and carried our forty pounds of pup up and down the ten-step ladder, even when she had the occasional midnight potty break. She doubled as a heater and snuggle buddy, so we were happy to have her with us. When we weren’t in the tent, Penelope’s pops held her up so she could take in the beautiful view.

		

		
			Melanny & Penelope

			LAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA
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					ELEVEN TIPS ON HOW TO “RUFF IT” WITH YOUR DOG

					DISCLAIMER: The author of this list does not recommend camping with your dog. Or camping at all. Stay home and don’t go camping. Civilization is wonderful when you really think about it. So are beds.

					
							Always have a collapsible water bowl and enough water for you and your pooch on hand.

							Make sure the insect repellent you purchase is dog-friendly just in case your pup wanders toward you midspritz.

							Check and make sure wherever you’re going is dog-friendly! Hint: If it is bear-friendly...Big. Red. Flag.

							Go glamping instead! It’s like camping but so much more like not camping.

							Avoid areas with tall grass, and be on the lookout for ticks! If your dog has a thick coat or floppy ears, make sure to do an extra thorough check in their fur and inside their ears.

							Bring plenty of dog food for your pooch. He can totally eat off your barbecue plate if you want, but those are farts you’re bringing     upon yourself.

							If you choose to go kayaking while camping, have a doggie life vest for your furry friend. Preferably a fashionable one. Just because you’re in the wild doesn’t mean you can skimp out on aesthetics.

							Bring a cooling mat so your dog isn’t as much of a hot, sweaty mess as you are.

							Acquire a sturdy tent so as to prevent your dog from scratching through it. You never know when your dog is going to want to go exploring!

							If it gets cold at night wherever you’re camping, make sure to bring plenty of (fashionable) sweaters for your pup!

							Make sure your dog is on a leash if you’re staying in a campground. You never know how your camp neighbors will respond to a dog. Also, if your camp neighbors respond poorly to a dog, you should find a new spot.
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			YOU ALMOST ALWAYS INVOLVE YOUR DOG IN YOUR DIY PROJECTS.

		

		
			Ever since I was a little kid, I have always tried to incorporate my family dogs into my art projects. If my teacher Mrs. Decker assigned the class to make a construction paper collage, mine was the scene of my backyard with my black Lab, Daisy. Once Mrs. Decker told us to draw a still-life of a jug, and my artwork had the jug in the foreground and my dog through the window in the background. On another occasion, the class made life-sized holiday elves to display in the hallway. My elf had the shape of an eight-year-old human body and the face of a Labrador. Now that I have a dog of my own, not much has changed!

		

		
			Stacie & Pimm

		

		
			NEW YORK, NEW YORK

		

		
			[image: ] PIMMPUP

			
				
					HOW TO MAKE A SIMPLE BANDANA FOR YOUR DOG

					There are many practical reasons for a dog to wear a bandana. Bandanas are fantastic drool bibs for slobber monsters, they help keep tabs at the dog park, and wet bandanas can be portable little air conditioners on a hot summer hike. But mostly...They just look really adorable.

					SUPPLIES:

					- Fabric
- Needle and thread or a sewing machine
- Iron

					STEP 1: First, cut a square of fabric large enough to fit around your dog’s noggin. When you fold the square in half diagonally, you should have an extra 1-2 inches of fabric to make sure the bandana comfortably fits around your pup’s neck.

					STEP 2: Fold the fabric in half with the pattern on the inside and iron it in place to make crisp lines before you sew. Stitch along the open sides of the bandana, leaving a two-inch gap on one of the sides. Flip the bandana right-side out, iron it in place, and stitch up the open hole you used to flip the bandana.

					STEP 3: Hold the bandana up around your pup’s neck to measure the proper width and stitch everything in place!

					STEP 4: Admire your work on the cutest model you know. For advanced dog people, stage a photoshoot in the new bandana and post photos to your dog’s social media accounts.
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			MODERN RUV

			(mod·ern ruv) n.

			When you sniff butts at the dog park, but it probably doesn’t mean anything serious.
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			YOU ARE THE JEALOUS GIRLFRIEND IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR DOG.

		

		
			My dog, Benji, is my world. You could say we’re in an exclusive relationship of sorts: the kind of relationship where I’m the needy girlfriend trying to get his attention while he just ignores me.

			I’m not ashamed to admit that I get insanely jealous when he cuddles with my roommates or my friends. I also get offended on his behalf when people don’t immediately exclaim, “He’s so adorable” the instant they see him.

		

		
			Tasmai & Sir Benjamin Barkington

			BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

		

		
			[image: ] THEDOGINABAG

			
				
					TOILET (‘toilit) n.

					A butt-flavored water fountain. They are a delight.
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