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  This book is dedicated to Jupiter, my wonderful cockerel, and to my hens, Mercury, Venus and Saturn, who have made sure that I keep my place in their pecking order.
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  Who Rules the Roost?


  Humans always think they are in charge. They sometimes refer to you by using fowl language such as bird brain and
  oven-ready, but, as the saying goes, birds of a feather should flock together. Its now time to give them a bit of a roasting and change the pecking order.


  Showing off is a most unattractive characteristic in a human. The true meaning of cocksure resides in the noble cockerel
   and is a virtue. Remember this when you are strutting your stuff and crowing your heart out at dawn. Humans say that this is the best part of the day, so assist them by ensuring that you
  take charge of the situation; do not let them oversleep and waste the day away. They will admire your leadership skills, effective time management and concern for them and the neighbours 
  who can also enjoy the early part of the day with them.


  Human females have hen parties. They drink excessive alcohol and make fools of themselves. You can party too and enjoy a night with the
  girls without getting drunk. For beauty tips for the evening, see the chapter entitled  Pullet Power.


  Avoid uninvited guests, especially ones with four legs, pointy ears and a bushy tail. You do not want to get your feathers ruffled in a
  skirmish; your appearance and dignity are of the utmost importance. Humans are also unwelcome. Your coop is your castle, and they would probably not be interested in your conversation about worm
  length and width.
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  Let your feathers down and make as much noise as you like. Your clucking is well within the permitted decibel levels and your human can
  always catch up on sleep at another time.


  Dont worry about the morning after the night before. Unmade nests, broken eggs and scattered food  your human will not
  even notice the difference, and they always have spare time to clean up after you.
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  Sometimes, small humans may come and stare at you. They have fingers that look like worms. If they poke one through the fence at you
   treat it like any other worm. Try not to swallow it, though.


  Remember, evolution has been good to you and dealt you a good hand. Your eggs provide unrivalled bargaining power. If your human upsets
  you, they may endure a long wait for breakfast.
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  You may want to start a family at some time. Humans are suckers for little fluffy things, and will go all silly and gaga over the sight
  of a mother with her chicks. They really will be putty in your wings.


  Dont feel guilty; this is the right pecking order. Humans see themselves in you. After all, its not important which came
  first, the chicken or the egg, is it? The point is that both came well before the human race made an appearance.


  


  Fowl Play


  It is important that your human realises that you are not just there to lay eggs. Play is important for all poultry. If you
  cant play in your coop  get out of it.


  Free range means you have the right to roam. However you choose to do it, escape on a regular basis and refuse to return
  until you are ready.
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  Time in the coop should be used constructively. Providing eggs for human consumption is not your priority. Keep abreast of developments
  in the garden and plan ahead for trips out.


  When you do manage to escape, make sure you make the best use of your time. Have a good itinerary and make sure you know your
  humans garden well, because that way you do not miss out on any vital areas.


  Choose your times for escaping wisely. Watch what your human is doing in the garden. When they have just mowed the grass is an
  excellent time: firstly because it seems to tire them out, so they will be too exhausted to chase you around; and secondly because the grass cuttings are full of exciting things to eat.


  A good itinerary will include the flower bed. You can really help your human by scratching out those nasty weeds that annoy them so
  much, and in return for this favour feel free to eat as many edible flowers as you can; after all, some plants need deadheading  even if they are not quite dead yet.
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  En route to your next stop, have a good scratch on the lawn; you will do your human a real favour by aerating the soil and scarifying
  the grass.


  You will not want to miss out on the salad bed. Your human will be thrilled if you thin out the tender succulent lettuce that they are
  really only growing for your benefit  they always plant far too many to eat themselves.


  Remember that this is only your first course, so do not overindulge. Have another run around the garden to make room for your main
  course. You will find this on the compost heap  the fattest worms you could wish for. Your human will be happy that you are turning over the rotting matter and giving a new shape to their
  compost heap, even if you do happen to spread it all over the lawn.
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  For a tasty dessert, head for the bird table. Your human should be encouraged to replenish this regularly for the small garden birds,
  who are very careless and spill a lot of the seed onto the floor for you to pick up.


  While you are out, make sure you give something back to your human to say thank you. They love chicken poo. It is the best fertiliser
  they can get their hands on. It is far superior to any other farmyard poo, as it is full of sulphate of ammonia, sulphur phosphate and potash; thats obviously why it smells so good.


  Feel free to leave as much as you can wherever you can, even if it is all over the lawn where your humans love to walk barefoot, or
  even on the patio area where they have a barbecue.
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  They also plant things in pots just for your convenience. You can easily select what you want to eat without worrying about weeds, and
  it is served with a bit of style in a nice terracotta pot.


  The time of year makes a difference, too, so choose your excursions wisely to gain maximum benefit from your humans hard toil in
  the garden.


  Autumn is great. If your human has an orchard, make sure you pay a visit. Beware of the fermenting windfalls, though. This fruit is
  quite potent, so do not exceed your daily units of alcohol.
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  The day after bonfire night can be fun. Head for where they had the bonfire. There will be plenty of left-over food for you to sample,
  as humans are careless and drop things all the time. The ashes are fun to scratch in. Just make sure the fire has gone out first.


  If you can make it as far as your humans house, you could be onto a winner. A bit of surveillance is necessary to make sure they
  are not around, though. If they have a cat flap, learn to use it. This will mean you have 24-hour access, to come and go as you please.
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  Once you get in, head for the cat or dog food. Your human will have
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