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      Regina Upfield is an author of addictive MM psychological thrillers and seductive, steamy romantic suspense set in intimate gay communities where secrets don't stay buried—especially not on paradise. When the island goes quiet, the truth gets louder.

      Her stories follow beloved, morally gray heroes who want justice… and sometimes must choose between doing it perfectly and doing it right. Expect cold-case pressure, manipulation behind closed doors, wealth and respectability masking cruelty, and romance that's consensual, complicated, and emotionally grounded—always without gore or explicit sexual content.

      Readers come for the suspense, stay for the found-LGBTQ family community, the psychological edge, and the hard-won satisfaction of villains who thought they were untouchable.
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      Somewhere on Oʻahu, paradise has a shadow—and Jett Marlowe knows exactly where it hides. Once a man who harmed others, he now uses his razor mind to reopen cold cases targeting gay men erased by wealthy, “respectable” women with perfect smiles.

      This is a psychological thriller where the stakes are truth, reputation, and consequences—no gore, no sexual violence—only obsession, secrets, and justice that gets messy when the law isn’t fast enough. And when Jett’s own desires threaten to crack his control, the only way forward is together—because love, like evidence, can’t be buried forever.
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            A Reckoning

          

        

      

    

    
      The trade winds howled like vengeful spirits across the cliffside road, their force unrelenting, whipping the scent of salt and decay straight into my lungs. I exhaled sharply, the taste of the Pacific bitter on my tongue, but beneath it—something else. A metallic tang, like the ghost of old blood, or maybe just the weight of what I knew was coming. My fingers tightened around the binoculars, the cold metal biting into my skin as I braced against the hood of the rental car. Below me, the Kailua Bay Preservation Society’s gala unfolded like a grotesque ballet, all pristine white tents and golden laughter, a performance so polished it made my teeth ache.

      The estate sprawled beneath me, a manicured paradise where money whispered and power dressed in aloha prints. Men in tailored linen shirts clinked glasses with women draped in jewels that cost more than most families earned in a decade. They moved in slow, deliberate circles, their smiles sharp as knives, their laughter a chorus of carefully practiced notes. And at the center of it all—her.

      Margaret Sinclair-Chen.

      Even from this distance, she dominated the scene, a queen holding court in cream silk, her silver hair coiled into something elegant and untouchable. The wind tugged at the hem of her muumuu, but she stood firm, her posture unyielding, as if the very island bent to her will. She was preparing to speak. I knew the script by heart—the same hollow words about conservation, about legacy, about protecting Hawaii’s future. Fifteen years of the same performance, delivered with the same serene conviction, while the real truth rotted beneath the surface.

      My stomach twisted.

      Three months ago, Tommy Nakamura had vanished from a Waikiki bar, his night of dancing and drinks turning into something far darker. He’d been found at dawn, stumbling along the shore, blood crusted in his hair, his pupils blown with terror. And who had been there to rescue him? Margaret, of course. The sainted matriarch, the Good Samaritan, the woman who just happened to be in the right place at the right time. She’d driven him to Queen’s herself, her hands steady on the wheel, her reputation untouchable.

      No one had asked why a boy like Tommy—vibrant, reckless, alive—had been left broken on the sand.

      No one ever did.

      I lowered the binoculars, pressing the heels of my hands into my eyes until stars burst behind my lids. The guilt was a living thing, clawing up my throat, just like it had for the past eighteen months. Before I’d become a cold case investigator, before I’d started digging into the graves the system had tried to bury, I’d been Detective Jett Marlowe of the Honolulu Police Department. And I’d been part of the machine that chewed up men like Tommy and spat out their bones.

      I’d taken their statements—shaky voices, trembling hands, the stink of fear clinging to their skin—and I’d watched as those statements disappeared into filing cabinets, labeled insufficient. I’d written reports that vanished overnight, as if the ink itself had been erased. I’d stood by while cases involving gay men—especially gay men—were shuffled to the bottom of the pile, while the powerful men who hurt them walked free, their names never sullied, their reputations intact.

      And I’d told myself it wasn’t my fault.

      That I was just following orders.

      That I was just doing my job.

      But the lie had curdled in my gut long before David Santos walked into my life.

      David. Twenty-two, with a face like a fallen angel and eyes that had seen too much. He’d come to me with bruises blooming like rot on his wrists, his voice a raw, broken thing as he described the parties—the private parties—where men in expensive suits slipped drugs into drinks and laughed while boys like him woke up in strange beds, their memories in tatters. He’d trusted me. He’d begged me to listen.

      And I had.

      Then I’d watched my captain crush the case beneath his boot heel, dismissing it with a smirk and a muttered “Not enough evidence.”

      That was the night something inside me snapped.

      The night I stopped being a cop and started being something else.

      Something hungrier.

      I exhaled slowly, my breath fogging the windshield as I forced my hands to unclench. Down below, Margaret raised a flute
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