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				To Rachel Smith, a beloved librarian at the Portland Public Library, who delighted children and adults with captivating storytelling for fifty years.

			

		

	
		
			
				ABOUT THE PARK

				Deering Oaks Park, known locally as “Portland’s public breathing space,” was given to the city of Portland, Maine, by the Deering family in the late 1800s. The pond in the park, called Deering Oaks Pond, features a small Victorian-style duck house. Long ago, the pond was once connected to Back Cove and filled and emptied with the tides of the ocean.

				For many years, paddleboats were rented in the summer so people could explore the pond and enjoy the scenery. In the winter, to this day, people skate on the frozen pond.

				In the early 2000s, Portland received federal grants to improve the pond’s water quality and repair its structural 

			

		

	
		
			
				integrity. While the pond appears to be fresh water, it is actually human-made.

				Domestic ducks once lived on the pond in the warmer seasons and moved to Portland’s Evergreen Cemetery in the winter. Around 2000, they began staying at Evergreen year-round.

				Today, ducks and other water birds return to the beautiful Deering Oaks pond year after year. Residents and tourists come to observe and enjoy them.
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				Andy

			

		

		
			
				ate the oats,

			

		

		
			
				Billy

			

		

		
			
				basked in the sun.

			

		

		
			
				while

			

		

	
		
			
				Carmen

			

		

		
			
				cornered the pigeon.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

	OEBPS/image/page3_FINAL.jpg





OEBPS/image/page2_FINAL.jpg





OEBPS/image/ABCDucks_FrontCover.jpg
T M\m Y
DEERING OAKS PARK

Created b\/ Jeanine Deas and Andrew Bourassa






OEBPS/image/page_1_FINAL.jpg





OEBPS/image/12WillowsPress_Logo_BW.png





OEBPS/image/Duck_House_3.5_x_4.5.jpg





OEBPS/image/12Willows_Sigil.png





OEBPS/image/ABC_Ducks_FrontCover.jpg





