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From the promise of liberation to the perils of statehood, this book offers a definitive account of the South Sudanese state. It begins with the foundations of the independence movement, captures the intoxicating euphoria of a nation's birth, and meticulously analyzes the political and social fractures that led to its collapse into conflict and destitution. A reflective and essential read, it provides not just an explanation of the past, but concrete recommendations for securing a peaceful and prosperous future for South Sudan.
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Dedication

This book is dedicated to all South Sudanese experiencing the brunt of countless conflicts, displacement and financial difficulties.
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Dr Kuyang Harriet Logo Mulukwat is a distinguished South Sudanese academic and practitioner in International Law, Human Rights, and Democratic Governance, renowned for bridging theory and practice to drive change in conflict-affected regions. With extensive experience from senior UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) roles across Sudan and Timor Leste, she has significantly influenced rule of law reforms, access to justice, and transitional justice processes. Currently, as a Fellow at the Rift Valley Institute and Gender Lead for the Peacebuilding Opportunities Fund 2, she continues to shape policy and research. Her academic contributions include teaching at the University of Juba (South Sudan) and authoring numerous publications on critical issues.
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1.  Chapter One-Methodology
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The methodological foundation I have chosen for A Far Cry from the South Sudan we were Promised is an interdisciplinary qualitative approach that integrates autoethnography, political economy analysis, and critical human rights inquiry. I designed this methodology to bridge the gap between macro-level structural analysis and the micro-level lived experiences of dehumanization in South Sudan. My research is not intended to be a detached, objective account, but rather a rigorous and reflexive analysis rooted in my position as a South Sudanese national, a legal professional, and a direct witness to the events I describe. To ensure analytical depth and credibility, I employ a multi-pronged strategy, drawing upon four primary sources of evidence.
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1.1.  Autoethnography and Participant-Observation
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I have framed the core of this book through the lens of autoethnography, where my own personal experiences, memories, and reflections serve as a primary source of data. This includes my firsthand accounts of key historical moments, such as the Independence Day celebrations in 2011 and the outbreak of conflict in Juba in December 2013. I complement this approach with participant-observation, drawing on my own professional roles:

This reflexive approach allows me to connect broad political and economic trends to the tangible, human consequences of policy decisions, grounding my abstract analysis in lived reality.
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1.2.  Qualitative Interviews and Key Informant Testimony
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I substantiate the narrative with a series of qualitative interviews and informal conversations I have conducted over many years. I conducted these interviews with a purposeful diversity to capture a multiplicity of perspectives:

	Elite Interviews: My conversations with political figures, military veterans of the SPLA (e.g., in Yei), and high-level UN and NGO staff provide insights into the decision-making processes and political rivalries that fueled the conflict.

	Grassroots Testimony: The accounts I gathered from ordinary citizens, such as the unpaid teacher "Nerida," the nurse in Malakal, the Dinka chief in Jonglei, and my own relatives in the Bidibidi refugee settlement, serve as powerful case studies. These testimonies are central to my argument about systemic dehumanization, illustrating the human cost of state collapse in vivid detail.

	Contemporary Communications: My use of real-time phone calls and conversations during critical events, such as the Juba massacre, provides immediate, unfiltered eyewitness accounts that capture the chaos and fear on the ground.


I conducted all interviews with an acute awareness of the ethical and security challenges of working in a conflict environment, and I prioritized anonymity and confidentiality where necessary.
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1.3.  Systematic Analysis of Secondary Sources
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To provide a robust structural and historical context, I engage in a systematic analysis of a wide range of secondary sources. This includes:

	Academic Literature: I have grounded the book in scholarly works on South Sudanese history (Johnson), the resource curse (Ross, Patey), kleptocracy (de Waal), and post-conflict state-building, which provides a strong theoretical framework for my analysis.

	Reports from International Organizations and NGOs: I make extensive use of reports from the United Nations (UNMISS, UNHCR, Panel of Experts), the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). These sources provide crucial data on economic indicators, displacement figures, human rights abuses, and the performance of international interventions.

	Investigative Journalism and Human Rights Reports: My analysis draws heavily on in-depth reports from organizations like Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, The Sentry, and the International Crisis Group. These sources provide meticulously documented evidence of corruption, atrocities, and the failures of the peace process.
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1.4.  Case Study and Conceptual Framework Analysis
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I employ a case study methodology, using specific, in-depth examples (e.g., the non-payment of teachers, the collapse of the healthcare system, the Juba Massacre) to illustrate broader systemic failures. I do not treat these cases as merely illustrative; I analyze them as evidence for the book's central conceptual framework: the theory of dehumanization as a tool of governance. My methodology explicitly links policies like the non-payment of salaries to the denial of dignity, agency, and fundamental human rights, thereby moving beyond a simple description of events to a deeper analysis of their meaning and impact.
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