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Team History: Inception and Early Years

[image: ]


●  The Detroit Tigers were founded in 1894, making them one of the oldest continuous one-name, one-city franchises in the American League.

●  The Tigers' first major league game took place in 1901.

●  They finished third in their first season but showed great promise.

●  In 1905, the Tigers posted their first winning season.

●  The name "Tigers" is said to have been inspired by the orange stripes they wore on their black stockings.

●  The Tigers were the first American League team to win three consecutive pennants, from 1907 to 1909.

●  Unfortunately, they lost the World Series in all three of those years.

●  The Tigers played their home games at Bennett Park from their inception until 1912.

●  They moved to Navin Field in 1912, which would later be renamed Tiger Stadium.

●  Ty Cobb, one of baseball's all-time greats, began his career with the Tigers in 1905.

●  Cobb set 90 MLB records during his career, many while with the Tigers.

●  In the team's early years, Cobb and Sam Crawford, another Tiger great, were known as the "Detroit Dynamite."

●  The 1915 Tigers finished second after facing numerous obstacles, including a suspension of Ty Cobb due to an altercation with a fan.

●  Cobb won the Triple Crown with the Tigers in 1909, leading the league in batting average, home runs, and runs batted in.

●  By 1919, the Tigers had fallen to last place, a slide from their previous successes.

●  1920 saw the Tigers finish third, but they were 26 games out of first.

●  It was during these early years that the foundation for future successes was laid, with legends like Cobb setting the tone.

●  The Tigers had their ups and downs in the 1920s but saw an upswing in the late 1930s.

●  They finally captured their first World Series title in 1935.

●  The Tigers repeated as American League champs in 1936 but fell in the World Series.

●  Hank Greenberg, another Tigers legend, made his debut in 1930 and played a significant role in the Tigers' successes in the 1930s.

●  In 1938, Greenberg came within two home runs of breaking Babe Ruth's then-record of 60 in a season.

●  Tommy Bridges was a standout pitcher for the Tigers in the 1930s, leading them to multiple pennants.

●  In the early years, the Tigers were known for their aggressive playing style and their dominant hitting.

●  The 1940 Tigers won 90 games and captured another pennant but again fell in the World Series.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The Detroit Tigers' mascot is named "PAWS."

●  PAWS was officially introduced as the Tigers' mascot in 1995.

●  The exact origins of PAWS are not detailed, but he's an anthropomorphic tiger always sporting the Tigers' uniform.

●  PAWS can be seen at every home game dancing, entertaining fans, and interacting with kids.

●  PAWS has a signature move: the sprinkler dance.

●  Every year, PAWS celebrates his birthday at Comerica Park with other mascots from around the major and minor leagues.

●  Beyond baseball, PAWS is involved in community events and often visits schools and hospitals in the Detroit area.

●  PAWS has his own set of baseball cards, showcasing his adventures and antics.

●  The mascot has its designated "PAWS Den" at Comerica Park, where fans can visit.

●  PAWS is active on social media and has garnered a significant following on platforms like Twitter and Instagram.

●  Over the years, PAWS has had various looks, reflecting changes in the Tigers' uniforms and branding.

●  There are special PAWS plush toys that fans can purchase as souvenirs.

●  The Detroit Tigers had never had an official mascot before PAWS.

●  Although PAWS is the official mascot now, the tiger symbol has always been iconic for the team.

●  While PAWS is the central mascot, there have been other side characters and mascots used for special events.

●  PAWS often takes part in mascot races and challenges when the Tigers play against teams with their own mascots.

●  Fans can book PAWS for private events, and he has been a part of numerous birthdays, weddings, and corporate events.

●  PAWS has a kid-friendly website section on the Tigers' official site with games and interactive features.

●  PAWS takes his mascot duties seriously and has even attended the Mascot Hall of Fame induction ceremonies.

●  The mascot isn't just limited to baseball events; he's been seen at Detroit Lions (NFL) games and other sports events showing support for Detroit teams.

●  PAWS has his customized ATV that he drives around Comerica Park during games.

●  Kids can sign up for PAWS' official Birthday Club and receive special treats during their birthday month.

●  Over the years, there have been several bobblehead versions of PAWS distributed to fans.

●  There's even an annual PAWS calendar, showcasing the mascot's adventures throughout the year.
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