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@realDonaldTrump

An ‘extremely credible source’ has called my office and told me that @BarackObama’s birth certificate is a fraud.

August 6, 2012 3:23 PM
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Why I Throw Shade

Inauguration Day 2017 was an emotional day. I had spent eight years visually documenting President Barack Obama’s time in office as his Chief Official White House Photographer, and I was exhausted. I looked forward to a break from my demanding schedule but knew I’d miss interacting with him and my White House family. We had all grown close and would suddenly be separated that day at noon.

What made the day surreal was the person President Obama was handing the keys over to. It wasn’t his former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, as we all had thought. It was a carnival barker who had ascended to the presidency by sheer bravado, bullshit, and outright lies. We now know the Russians had affected the election also and changed the course of history. Whether his campaign was directly involved is still being investigated as I write this in the summer of 2018. Regardless, I was convinced that the incoming president was not at all up to the task.

Following the inauguration, as our helicopter lifted off from the U.S. Capitol, one of my White House family members asked me how I was doing.

“I’m depressed,” I said. “I watched this guy”—pointing to President Obama, seated across from me—“every week in the Situation Room, asking thoughtful questions, listening to advice, making tough but well-informed decisions on really important issues. But this other guy,” I said, glancing out the window to where the new president had watched us depart, “is not capable of that.”

I had seen what the presidency required—not just in the Obama administration but years before, when I was an official photographer for President Reagan. And both Presidents Reagan and Obama took the job seriously and respected the office of the presidency. That didn’t appear to be true for the new guy.

At the time, I hoped he would surround himself with competent people, learn on the job, and not lead us down a dangerous path. Unfortunately, he’s become much worse than any of us feared. The White House now emanates a constant barrage of lies and hateful comments. The president acts like he does not respect democracy or the rule of law. His presidency has become a reality game show, driven by his primal need to achieve the best ratings and wins— for himself. He does not respect women, minorities, or immigrants; he often doesn’t appear to respect even his wife. To him, a critical news story is “FAKE NEWS.” To him, all our intelligence agencies are corrupt. He shuns preparation for meetings with foreign heads of state. He tells his supporters how he alone can fix the economy, yet his policies will hurt them and help line his pockets, as well as those of rich people like him. And then there’s his ongoing attempt to cripple millions of Americans by taking away their health insurance.

Early in the first week of his presidency, I posted on my new personal Instagram account an innocuous photograph of President Obama by the Resolute Desk. Underneath, I wrote a snarky caption, saying I liked the old drapes better than the gaudy new ones that had recently been installed.

Yes, I was pissed off that the new president had been elected. I was also appalled by the curtains themselves: the redecorated Oval Office, with its emphasis on gold, made the White House look like his personal palace. In fact, it is the people’s house.

The overwhelming positive reaction to my post caught me by surprise—and one comment left me bewildered: “Pete is dropping shade with a comment on drapes.”

What is shade? I wondered.

During the next few days, I posted more photographs of President Obama, using subtle captions that contrasted with something the new president had done.

Dozens of reporters asked to interview me. I turned them down. They did their stories anyway. A few wrote that I was “throwing shade” at the new president.

So, finally, I googled “throwing shade” and Merriam-Webster explained it to me: it’s a “subtle, sneering expression of contempt for or disgust with someone— sometimes verbal, and sometimes not.”

Yup, that’s what I was doing—throwing shade. And I kept it up for the first 500 days of the new administration, and I plan to keep going long after you’ve read this book. My comments are often humorous, and I’d even say they are more or less respectful. They are certainly more respectful than the tweets coming from this president.

I also try to make subtle comments with my Instagram posts without directly revealing what the current president has said or done. Many people tell me they see my posts and then try to find out what they missed in the news.

In this book, I take a turn to full transparency and let it all hang out. In the pages that follow, you will see adaptations of my original posts matched up directly with what inspired them—a presidential tweet and/or the news that caught my attention in the first place. You can call it shade. I just call it the truth.

I hope you laugh, and maybe even cry, as you read this book. During the past 18 months, outrage has bubbled up inside me. I have become more and more appalled at the person that we, with help from Russia, elected to represent our nation. With this book, I’m standing up and shouting out. I can’t be subtle any longer.
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“You saw that—packed. I get up this morning, I turn on one of the networks and they show an empty field. I said wait a minute, I made a speech. I looked out the field was, it looked like a million, a million and a half people, they showed a field where there was practically nobody standing there.”

President Donald J. Trump

Remarks at CIA headquarters, January 21, 2017

 

“This was the largest audience to ever witness an inauguration, period!”

White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer

During his first press briefing, January 21, 2017
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Trump Bars Refugees and Citizens of 7 Muslim Countries

The New York Times, January 27, 2017
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@realDonaldTrump

There is nothing nice about searching for terrorists before they can enter our country. This was a big part of my campaign. Study the world!

January 30, 2017 7:27 AM
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@realDonaldTrump

The dishonest media does not report that any money spent on building the Great Wall (for sake of speed), will be paid back by Mexico later!

January 6, 2017 6:19 AM

 

Mexico’s President Cancels Meeting with Trump Over Wall

Azam Ahmed

The New York Times, January 26, 2017

MEXICO CITY—President Donald J. Trump’s decision to build a wall along the southern border escalated into a diplomatic standoff on Thursday, with Mexico’s president publicly canceling a scheduled meeting at the White House and Mr. Trump firing back, accusing Mexico of
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