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In
2019 I began a 3 year publishing program that will result in 14
volumes of my fiction, inc 7 novels in most genres, & 21 works
of non-fiction covering cults, politics, conspiracies, religion,
disasters, science, philosophy, warfare, crime, psychology, new
age, green issues & all areas of the unexplained, inc ufology,
lost worlds and the paranormal. Hopefully appearing at the rate of
one a month, check out the latest launch at my bookstore at
http://anthonynorth.com or
buy direct from Smashwords for all devices at: https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/anthonynorth

In
addition to the above, you may like my ‘I’ Series – 8 volumes of
flash fiction (horror, sci fi, romance, adventure, crime), 4
volumes of poetry & 5 volumes of short essays from politics to
the unexplained. Available from same links as above. Also check out
my bookstore for news of my books out in paperback.
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Introduction


I have a
love-hate relationship with science. I love what it achieves, but I
hate that it has left so much behind. Indeed, I would go so far as
to say it has abandoned the human.

I have a
love-hate relationship with storytelling. I love to read, watch and
listen to them, but hate that they are not what they were. But what
do I mean by this. Well … you don’t give away the sting-in-the-tale
at such an early point.

Suffice
to say, this book is about science and it is about storytelling,
and the wicked thing one has done to the other. And I symbolize it
all with the Holy Grail and its death; with, of course, the hope of
its resurrection.


THE ATLANTIS GRAIL


 One - Grail
Myths


Few
religious artefacts fascinate us more than the Holy Grail. This is
particularly fascinating because chances are no one has ever seen
it. Despite numerous candidates that have appeared from time to
time, the reality of the Grail is elusive. Indeed, many modern
stories of a real existence for the Grail surfaced during Victorian
times, when England boasted to be at the pinnacle of social
evolution. As a symbol of purity, the search for the Grail seemed
to be more a search for belief in the Victorian himself.

What,
then, is the Holy Grail, and where could it be, if it exists at
all? The Grail has often been described as an object from this
world that comes from another, more supernatural world. Being seen
at various times as a plate, a tray, a cauldron and a chalice, it
is the cup theorized to have been used by Christ at the Last
Supper. Symbolizing the Eucharist, it was the vessel through which
the disciples first drank wine symbolic of Christ’s blood. In this
way the Grail passes a little of the Divine to those who are
mortal. Hence, it is a vessel of great spiritual power, attainable
only to those who are noble.

In most
ancient mythologies the truly noble are classed as the 'hero.'
Mythology gives such a person a strict life pattern. They grow up
to realize a problem with the world, gain enlightenment of a new
way and direct their future life to transforming society to this
new way. This is the path of Abraham, of Moses, of the Buddha, of
Mohammad, and of course, of Christ. Thus, in drinking the Divine
from the cup, the noble gain this enlightenment, the Grail becoming
symbolic of that enlightenment, transforming the hero, and by
definition transforming the world of the hero from a wasteland to a
new Eden. This is why the Grail became synonymous with the English
town of Glastonbury, thought to be the fabled Avalon, the resting
place of King Arthur, the searcher of the Grail, and Britain's most
famous mythological hero.


The
first known connection between the myths of the Grail and King
Arthur can be traced to the 10th century bard, Taliesin. He speaks
of a magical cauldron in the other world and King Arthur. Not
coming to light until the 14th century, this early text fitted in
well with the English of the time, aware of coming invasions, and
thinking back to the time following the evacuation of Britain by
the Romans and left in fear of invasion by the Saxons. This is the
time when King Arthur was said to exist, holding back the Saxon
hordes. Hence, there was a wish for a new hero, and a particularly
British Grail-type vessel from which he could drink and gain
enlightenment.

The
connection between the Grail and Glastonbury most likely began at
this time, with several myths beginning to circulate. One such myth
speaks of Joseph of Arimathea obtaining the cup of the Last Supper
and using it to catch Christ's blood as he prepares him for the
tomb. Later, when Christ's body disappears, Joseph is accused of
taking it and is imprisoned without food. In prison, Christ appears
to him and offers him the cup. From then on each morning a dove
appears in his cell and leaves a wafer in the cup. This sustains
him until his release from prison about 70AD. Joseph then takes the
cup with him to Britain, building the first Christian church at
Glastonbury, dedicating it to Mary, Mother of Christ, and leaving
the cup in the church.

In
another version of the myth he passes the cup to his brother-in-law
Bron, who becomes known as the Rich Fisher for the miracles he
achieves with the cup. Typically, he places a fish in the cup and
this goes on to feed the masses. Towards the end of his life Bron
goes to Avalon to await a new Grail keeper to carry on his work.
Here, in a temple, the Grail is guarded by the Grail Knights. The
king becomes the Grail keeper, but is wounded in the thigh by a
spear. Due to this his kingdom becomes a wasteland and can only be
saved when the king is restored to life.

Thus
begins the Arthurian quest for the Grail, when, at Pentecost, the
Grail appears floating in a sunbeam above the Arthurian Round
Table, the knights pledging to find it. Perceval finds the wounded
king and is asked the question that can heal him: ‘Whom does the
Grail serve?' Perceval answers that it serves the king. The answer
is correct and the king is healed. He is permitted to die and with
the king's death, the wasteland is restored to glory.


In the
above myth we have the typical path of the hero, but also the
symbolism of Christ's death on the Cross, dying to restore a better
world. Arthur thus becomes Christ-like, and as with Christ,
Arthurian Legend speaks of his eventual return to save us from
peril. However, this myth is not purely Christian.

Near
Llangollen in mid-Wales are the ruins of the Castell Dinas Bran
which is so wrapped up in Grail mythology that the Victorians
called it the Grail Castle. Legend has it that this is the home of
the Fisher King. He, too, is a wounded king, and his wound has an
effect upon the fertility of the land. He must be healed by a cup
brought to him by a young hero - only then can the land be
restored.

This
myth is pre-Christian and exists in many forms throughout Europe.
Always it has elements of a cup, a wounding, a healing and a
transformation. And always, like Bron – some versions say Bron, who
is sometimes called Bran, WAS the Fisher King in the castle - there
is the symbolism of the fish. Intriguingly, the early symbol of
Christianity was also the fish, and Christ himself was known as a
fisher of men, who also was wounded. From where does this fish
symbolism come?

Those
readers with an interest in Astrology will be well aware that we
are said to be entering the Age of Aquarius. Because of the
movement of the planet, we enter a new astrological age every two
thousand years, and we are presently entering the astrological age
symbolized by Aquarius. In times past the symbolism of the
astrological age was expressed in pagan gods. For instance, six
thousand years ago we entered Taurus. Gods of the time were
represented by the bull. Four thousand years ago, as the Taurean
age ended, the bull was usurped from his prominent position as we
entered the Age of Aries. Aries is symbolized by the goat, which
replaced the bull. Two thousand years ago the goat itself was
usurped as we left the Arian Age, the goat being vilified as a
pagan symbol associated with the Devil. But what astrological
symbol replaced it? Two thousand years ago - the time when Jesus
was said to live - we entered the Piscean Age, which is symbolized
by the fish.

We are
beginning to put together some of the ingredients that make up the
mythology of the Holy Grail. Whilst it seems to be mainly
associated with British and Christian mythology, we can see that
both these influences have a deeper, more mystical, more universal
application with early systems of thought associated with
astrology. And this connection moves even further away from a
distinct British and Christian inheritance when you look to the way
the mythology developed during medieval times.


 Two - Birth of a
Conspiracy


In 1885
a new priest called Beranger Sauniere came to work at the village
of Rennes-le-Chateau in France. Poor, he did however decide to
restore the church, at great cost to himself. Whilst doing so he is
said to have discovered a number of ancient parchments under an
altar stone six years later.

For his
remaining years, until his death in 1917, he spent lavishly,
restoring churches, building new roads, constructing a villa,
entertaining extravagantly and spending a fortune on ornaments.
Rumours surfaced during this time that Sauniere had translated the
parchments which gave the location of a great treasure, or,
alternatively, had learnt a secret so important that he was
blackmailing people to keep his knowledge secret, hence his growing
wealth. Of course, the most likely source of his wealth was his
indulging in simony, or selling church offices and roles, for which
he was three times punished.

However,
during the 1970s a BBC filmmaker called Henry Lincoln became
fascinated by the Sauniere case and how he attained his wealth.
Researching the subject, he found a connection between the
documents (which, if they existed, have been missing since
Sauniere) and a mysterious organization known as the Priory of
Sion. An order that is believed to have existed in secret for
centuries, Lincoln went on to find a connection with the order and
the Knights Templar, an order of knights formulated in the early
12th century to guard Christians visiting the Holy Land. The
Knights Templar became immensely rich and powerful and myths soon
grew that they were the guardians of ancient esoteric knowledge and
treasures.

Whatever
the truth of this, by 1307 they were too powerful and Philip the
Fair of France decided he would crush them. One of the Templar
strongholds - a stronghold that was suspected of containing many
treasures taken from the Holy Land - was close to
Rennes-le-Chateau. Could it be this treasure found by Sauniere? And
if so, how does this connect to the Priory of Sion?

Mount
Sion can be found just outside Jerusalem, and it is thought that
the Priory of Sion is named after this and was formed when the
Templars went underground after they were destroyed. And what of
the treasure? Many commentators have speculated that it included
none other than the Holy Grail. But what exactly IS the Holy
Grail?

The line
of thought followed by Lincoln, and highlighted in his book 'The
Holy Blood and the Holy Grail’ (1982), co-authored with Michael
Baigent and Richard Leigh, concerns the idea that Jesus married
Mary Magdalene and had children, some of which eventually made it
to southern France and intermarried with the noble families who
eventually became the Merovingian dynasty - the first rulers of
France. This Frankish dynasty was finally usurped by the
Carolingians in the 8th century. The Priory of Sion is then
identified as the secret organization which guards this immense
secret and awaits the time when the Merovingians are again restored
to their position as rulers of France, with their direct bloodline
to Jesus Christ. And it is this bloodline that is the real Holy
Grail.

As to
the accuracy of this theory, it is unlikely the truth will ever be
known - indeed, the whole idea can easily be dismissed as a hoax by
a French eccentric called Pierre Plantard in the 1960s. But
intriguingly, we again have a distinct mythology tying the Grail to
kingship and the continued hope of replacing the purity of that
kingship at a later date. Does this persistence of a similar notion
lie behind the secret of the Holy Grail?


 Three -
French Connection


The
Cathars were an ancient sect, many of whom settled down in southern
France, finally wiped out in their stronghold in Montsegur, not far
from Rennes le Chateau. Their theology is thought to pre-date
orthodox Christianity and was tied in with Gnosticism, a mystical
form existent prior to Jesus. The basic tenet of the theology is
the idea that everything to do with matter is evil and everything
to do with spirit is good. Salvation came by the purity of
meditation, through which knowledge could be attained. In such
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