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    Chapter 1


    Agent Daniels took a step back after realizing that it was Jada behind the wheel of the car. He banged on the window as agents approached the passenger side of the car. One agent stood near the front passenger side and the other stood at the rear near the trunk.


    Daniels tapped on the window with a flashlight and said, “Turn off the car.”


    Jada turned off the ignition and Daniels said, “What the hell is going on?”


    Jada lowered the window. The wipers sloshing as buckets of rain fell from the sky. The wipers were freaking her out as her mind drifted back to the day Lani was murdered. She hated those damn wipers. She hated that it was raining. Then there were sirens. A chopper overhead sounded like an eggbeater.


    Daniels ordered Dumas and Mackins to retreat. Something wasn’t adding up. Why was Jada here? Had Jada set him up? The agents walked swiftly back to their automobiles. Daniels climbed into a wintergreen Cherokee. Agent Dumas sat on the other side, biting his nails.


    Dumas said, “What the fuck is going on, man?” He closed his eyes and took deep breaths trying to calm himself down.


    “I don’t know,” Daniels said.


    The shrilling sound of a siren drew near. Daniels was about to speed away when Agent Mackins, who was parked directly behind Daniels in a blue Chevy Impala, honked his horn.


    Daniels lowered his window and said, “What the fuck is going on?”


    “I’m stuck in the mud, bro.”


    Sure enough, the wheels were gaining traction. Daniels and Dumas vaulted from their vehicle to advance the Impala from the muddy ditch.


    Jada glanced over her shoulders as she yapped on the cellphone. Daniels removed his nine millimeter, cocked the hammer, then  aimed at Jada’s car.


    Dumas took hold of Daniels’s hand, trying to seize the weapon. “What the fuck? Are you crazy?”


    Daniels turned to him and frowned, “Don’t you see? Don’t you see that she gave us up?”


    “If that’s the case, you damn sure don’t want to kill her if they’re on the way.”


    He lowered his weapon.


    Agent Mackins honked the horn inside the Impala again and said, “Hey, you need to help me. We need to get the hell out of here.”


    Daniels and Dumas rocked the car until it gained traction.


    When Daniels hopped  back into the car, they were barricaded by two huge black SUVs. Eight FBI and DEA agents jumped out of the car with their weapons drawn.


    “Drop your weapons and put your hands up where I can see them!” Daniels put his hands on his head and said to Jason Levy, one of the agents that he’d had a relationship with, “Hey, what’s going on? I don’t understand.”


    “Barry, just do what we tell you to do.”


     


    Inside the FBI office, Jada sat in a chair surrounded by four FBI agents: a Hispanic woman, two white men, and a black man. The Hispanic woman, Elaine Garcia, was a doll-faced woman with flawless skin. Elaine wore a tight blue pinstriped pantsuit that revealed her Dominican curves. Jada would absolutely fuck her under the right circumstances. The men looked hideous. And the black guy was the worst of the three. His name was Jacob Levy. He was a thirty-five-year-old man with leathery skin and keloids sprinkled on the back of his neck. Levy wore a cheap gray suit and ugly brown shoes.


    He eyed Jada. “It’s Ms. Simone? Is that your last name?”


    “Yes.”


    He grabbed a chair and sat down right beside her. Garlic oozed from his skin.


    “Ms. Simone?”


    She scanned the room. Interrogation rooms always seemed to be cold, and Jada wondered if it was a tactic to make the room as uncomfortable as possible. Jacob Levy was staring her right in the face. The garlic smell was becoming unbearable.


    “Yes, Mr. Levy?”


    “So your attorney set you up with a deal where you would give up Barry Daniels. We certainly do appreciate that. We want to get rid of all the corruption in the Atlanta division of the F.B. I. It makes us all look bad; you know what I mean? But you didn’t get him to talk. Why didn’t he talk?”


    Jada had met with the FBI in Birmingham right after she’d switched cars with Shantelle and they’d wired her. She was supposed to get Barry Daniels to talk, but she knew that he would be alarmed when he saw her. She didn’t really think she could get him in trouble, but she wanted to scare him. The goal was to get him to leave her the fuck alone.


    “But it’s like he knew something wasn’t right. Like he wasn’t expecting you to be in that car. And why didn’t he call you one time on your cell phone. I’m curious. As soon as he saw you, he tried to flee.”


    “How am I supposed to know that?”


    “I find it odd that you told him that you were going to be a courier and he didn’t call you one time. I want to know why he blackmailed you and how he was able to get you to go along with his plans. Must’ve had some really serious shit to hold over your head.”


    Jada wondered if this motherfucker was serious. Was he trying to get her locked up or was he just simply trying to show off in front of these white folks? There was always that one nigga that was trying to do his job far beyond expectations. A super employee is what she liked to call those types.


    Elaine Garcia interrupted and said, “Ms. Simone has been through a lot.”


    Jacob Levy crossed his arms then rubbed the back of his head, bringing attention to those ugly-ass keloids. Jada wanted to throw up.


    “I know she has, but one has to wonder why did he pick her. Does Ms. Simone have a supplier in Texas herself? Is she involved with this network? Why did he come to her and ask her to make a trip down to Houston to bring back the coke? We need to find out who she knows. How did he know that she had a supplier, a connect?”


    Peter Sandford, a tall, white agent with curly brown hair, said, “I’m with Jacob on this one. Since we got her here, we need to find out what she knows.”


    “Can I call my attorney?”


    “You can, but you’re not going to get the opportunity to clear yourself of any wrong doing. Today is the day for the interview. Today is the only chance that you will have to come clean.”


    “Meaning?”


    “We tried to reach your attorney and he’s in court today.”


    “So we can’t have this interview tomorrow?”


    “Absolutely not,” Levy said.


    Jada huffed and then said, “I’ve already told you that my ex- boyfriend was a D-Boy. His friend Black worked with Barry Daniels and Daniels was certain that I knew Black’s connect, but I didn’t. He threatened to expose me and Black’s relationship to my ex.” Jada started to cry.


    “So you agreed to go along with Daniels because he knew that you had slept with Black? You really want us to believe that?”


    “I don’t care if you believe it or not. It’s the truth.”


    “Okay,” Levy coughed, “why didn’t you want him to find out?”


    “Because they were friends and I knew this would have hurt Shamari.”


    “Were they best friends?”


    “No, but they were good friends. Very close.”


    “And Daniels told you the only way that he would not tell this story to your ex was for you to let him know when you were bringing drugs back so he could take them?”


    “Yes. Barry Daniels had made up his mind that I was a courier and so I had to go along with it. Though I know nothing about drug dealing.”


    “Where were you going to get the drugs from if you didn’t know the connect?”


    Jada was sweating and thinking to herself, this house nigga motherfucker had tripped her up. He’d just backed her into a corner with a question that she didn’t have the answer for.


    A long silence.


    House-nigga Levy asked again. “So, where were you going to get the drugs from?”


    “I don’t know. I made it up. I told them that I would get them so he would get off my back. I contacted my attorney and he contacted you to get me a deal to give up Daniels.”


    “What about Fresh’s plug?”


    “What plug?” Jada bite her lip.


    “You didn’t think we knew about Fresh and the fact that he’s wanted down in Houston?".”


    “Okay.”


    Sandford said, “Jada, why don’t you tell us about Fresh because if Barry Daniels decides to tell us anything about you, we’re going to pick you up. Do you really think an FBI agent is going to keep his mouth shut?”


    “I don’t know shit.”


    Garcia interrupted and said, “Look, Jada, you’re free to go. Let’s just hopes this doesn’t come back on you.”


    “Look, I gave you Daniels. Doesn’t that count for anything?”


    “Let’s just hope you’re not involved,” Levy said, then rubbed those nasty-ass bumps again.


    * * * * *


    Fresh’s doorbell rang. He dashed into the guest bedroom to view the security monitor. Two black women stood in front of his home. He tiptoed to the door and then asked, “Who is it?”


    “Starr.”


    He opened the door and found that Starr was standing there with a gorgeous, brown-skinned, young woman wearing fitted white jeans and heels with a T-shirt. Fresh would definitely fuck the young bitch. He invited them in.


    “This is my assistant, Brooke,” Starr said. Fresh nodded and wondered what in the hell were they here for. Starr knew he was on the lam. Did something happen to Jada? He was still confused about why Shantelle had brought back the work in Jada’s car instead of the car he had assigned her. She had simply said that Jada told her to drive the car and she would explain later.


    Fresh offered them a seat.


    “We won’t be here long.”


    “What brings you here?” Then he cut his eye at Brooke and decided she was probably silly as hell at that age. “Where is Jada?”


    “She’s home. She told us to come here to meet you.”


    “She told you to come over here?”


    Starr nodded, “She did.”


    Fresh rubbed his chin. “I don’t understand.”


    “She doesn’t want to talk to you over the phone.” Starr dug into her purse and handed him a piece of loose-leaf notebook paper with an address and a phone number scribbled in marker ink. “Meet her at the address on the paper.”


     Fresh trembled as he held onto the loose-leaf notebook paper. He stood and paced.


     “What the fuck is going on, Starr?”


     “I don’t know, Fresh. I’ve told you everything that Jada has told me. She said that she was going to tell me later.”


     “Is this a setup? What the fuck? You know PoPo is looking for me, Starr.”


     “Not Jada’s style.”


     Fresh thought about how hurt Jada had been when she had found out about his baby mother, but he still believed that Jada wouldn’t hurt him.


    Fresh smiled and said, “Thanks, Starr! Thank you so much for coming over and thanks for delivering the message.” He looked at Brooke and said, “Nice to meet you.” And stole a look at the young girl’s ass.


     “Likewise.”


     Such a proper little bitch he thought.


     


    Fresh threw on a pair of Jordans, some  jeans, and a T-shirt. Then he hopped into his car and drove to the address listed on the paper. A law building with a parking deck. He dialed the number of the phone on the paper just like Jada had asked.


     “Where are you?” Jada asked.


     “I’m at the address that was on the paper.”


     “Is there anyone following you?


     He spotted a dark blue Honda Accord and a black Dodge Ram. Both the cars had tailed him from his house.


     “Where do you want me to go?”


     “Okay, you see a black man standing outside, wearing a dingy Young Jeezy shirt standing with a sign that reads overnight parking?”


     “I see him.”


     “Give him five dollars to enter the parking garage then drive to the third level.”


    Fresh drove up to the man and the man said, “Twenty dollars for parking.”


     “I thought it was five.”


     “You just missed the five-dollar cutoff. There is going to be a concert tonight and you know how they do, my brother.” The man smiled and then said, “You driving this nice-ass ride. I know you ain’t tripping ‘bout no petty-ass fifteen extra dollars.”


     Fresh was driving the BMW X6 that he’d offered to Jada; the one that she turned down.


     Fresh peeled off a twenty-dollar bill and passed it to the man.


     The man smiled then the parking lot arm raised and Fresh eased into the urine-soaked parking deck. behind a Kia Sport and circled around until he reached the third floor. He parked in
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