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MELINDA LOVELESS

CHRISTA PIKE

“Melinda Loveless is the closest thing you will ever look at and know what the devil is. Her eyes are empty. There's nothing inside of her.” - Jacqueline Vaught, mother of Shanda Sharer. 

BIRTH OF A MONSTER

Melinda Loveless was born on October 28th, 1975 in New Albany, Indiana to Marjorie and Larry Loveless. Melinda would be the youngest of three daughters born to the couple. Her father, Larry, would be a celebrated Vietnam veteran who would be given a hero's welcome in his return home. Behind closed doors, however, Larry was a certified nut who abused his wife and children. 

After returning home from military service, Larry would work for the Southern Railroad before becoming a probationary officer with the New Albany Police Department. He would be fired after only eight months on the job after he and his partner would be convicted of assaulting an African-American man. 

Larry would justify the assault as he believed that the man slept with his wife. 

The incident would be a bit of a head-scratcher as Larry had fantasies of being a cuckold. He would bring his co-workers home to have sex with his wife so he could watch. He would also introduce his wife to a swingers lifestyle. 

Larry was a hedonist. He indulged in whatever pleasurable whim his mind could dream up. This also meant spending exorbitant amounts of money. He would buy motorcycles, cars, guns, and other gadgetry. It all became too much as the couple would file for bankruptcy in 1980. 

Seeking to turn his family's destiny around, Larry decided they needed religion. He would gather up Melinda and her sisters to attend the Graceland Baptist Church. Both Larry and Margie vowed to stop drinking and put an end to their swinging lifestyles. Larry would soon become a recurring speaker in the church, taking the podium and talking about how Christ had changed his life. 

Bad judgment would remain at the forefront of their lives, however. They would let Melinda go with an older man to a hotel room by herself as he claimed he needed to perform an exorcism on her. Larry would become one of the resident family counselors in the church. He would talk to a troubled husband and wife privately and invariably make a pass at the women. He tried to rape one of them and was then excommunicated from the church. 

After that incident, Larry decided to turn his back on religion and anything that resembled taking the high road in life. He and his wife would then resume their partying ways with booze and swinging. 

CRIMINAL PERVERSIONS 

Larry would state that he and his wife had an open relationship. They would enter bars together in Louisville and Larry would pretend to be in the medical field, acting like a big shot doctor or dentist. He would introduce Marjorie as his girlfriend but proceeded to hit on whichever bar girl caught his eye. He would also allow some of his friends from work to have sex with Marjorie but she found his co-workers to be repulsive. 

They would have sex orgies with other couples. On one occasion, Margie tried to commit suicide afterward as the experience was so degrading.

Undaunted, Larry would direct a gang rape of Margie and she again tried to kill herself by drowning. She would deny Larry sex for over a month until one night he became so frustrated that he raped her in front of Melinda and her sisters. 

Yet she remained with him. 

Around 1986, the couple were again in a seedy Louisville bar with Larry chatting up two women. He wanted to take the women home but Margie would not let him. Enraged, Larry would beat his wife up so bad that she was sent to the hospital. He would later be convicted of battery. 

By 1988, Larry began working for the United States Postal Service but quit after three months. He loafed around on the job and would often bring undelivered mail back to his home to burn. With little money coming in, visiting extended family would often complain that the Loveless daughters looked undernourished. 

INCEST 

The rumors about Larry sexually abusing his daughters remain uncorroborated. There were court testimonies that he had fondled Melinda's older sister Michelle when he was a baby. There were also allegations that he molested his wife's thirteen-year-old sister as well as Melinda's cousin for several years. 

Melinda's cousin would testify in court that Larry tied all three sisters up in the garage and raped them on by one. Both of Melinda's sisters have said that he molested them but Melinda herself would not admit that it ever happened to her. 

She would, however, sleep in bed with him until she was fourteen when he finally left the family. 

What is certain was that Larry had a traumatizing effect on all of his daughters. On one occasion, he fired a gun in Michelle's direction when she was only seven, missing intentionally but trying to scare her. He would also take the girls' underwear from the laundry and smell it in front of family members, trying to humiliate them.

Margie would then catch Larry “spying” on a then fifteen-year-old Melinda and her friend. Enraged, she grabbed a knife and began slicing at him. He was able to wrest the knife away from her but had to go to the emergency room for injuries suffered during her attack. 

“Margie had an inability to cope,” forensic psychologist Paula Orange said. “She tried religion, counseling, hedonism. It all didn't work. Larry was a pervert with a personality disorder. He would run right over Margie and do whatever the hell he wanted. This traumatized Melinda obviously. Her father was abusing her and others while her mother's only response was to try and kill herself.”

Margie would try and kill herself one last time but her daughters were able to intervene. Larry would then divorce Margie, wanting to start a new life. He left behind all of his daughters, remarried and moved to Florida. 

Melinda took her father's absence the hardest. Larry would humor her for a little while, writing her letters. 

Soon the letters stopped and their relationship deteriorated to having no contact. 

“The divorce would have a great impact on Melinda,” Orange said. “Her home life was horrid, obviously. She had no guidance other than her mother's Christian fundamentalism which would be offset by the way she lived her life. Melinda was raised by spiritual schizophrenics if you will. What she ultimately did was her choice but she did not have any sort of checks and balances in place when she was a child.”

Melinda's father, Larry,  would be arrested in February of 1993 after open court testimony revealed that he had abused his wife, daughters and their cousin. Because most of the crimes took place between the years of 1968 to 1977, all but one of Larry's charges would be dropped to the statute of limitations in Indiana. He would plead guilty to one count of sexual battery then be released in June of 1995. 

He then tried suing the Floyd County Jail system for $39 million dollars. Among his primary complaints during in incarceration was that he was now allowed to sleep during the day or read the newspaper. 

His lawsuit was unsuccessful. 

THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL 

Melinda's behavior became increasingly erratic after her father's rejection. She would get into fights at school and exhibit signs of clinical depression. At the age of fourteen, she entered into a lesbian relationship with a classmate named Amanda Heavrin. Her mother expressed anger at Melinda's sexual orientation but would eventually accept it. Melinda's relationship with Amanda, however, would eventually deteriorate. 

The two were not dating when Amanda would become enamored with a younger girl named Shanda Sharer. Melinda would see the two talking outside a school dance and go into a jealous rage. 

What she didn't know was that the fifteen-year-old Amanda was smitten with the twelve-year-old Shanda. 

Amanda, both looked and dressed like a young boy. She cultivated a “boy band” look and had a sweet disposition that put Shanda's guard down. Shanda was a lonely wallflower at the school. She had recently transferred in and did not have any friends yet. Amanda took advantage of the situation, sending the young girl love notes, flowers and calling her one the phone. 

Shanda liked boys but Amanda remained persistent. She knew that Shanda was flattered by the attention and grateful for her company. The new school was a lonely place for the young twelve-year-old. 

Their friendship turned into a romance. 

And Melinda Loveless could not have that. Amanda was hers and hers alone. 

SHANDA SHARER

Shanda and Amanda would spend an increased amount of time together as the school session wore on. When they weren't together, they were writing each other notes or talking on the phone. Shanda's mother, however, caught wind of the relationship and did not approve. She thought Amanda was too old to hang out with Shanda, who was only twelve. The fact that Amanda was a lesbian only raised her eyebrows further. 

Shanda was born in Pineville, Kentucky on June 6th, 1979 to Stephen Sharer and Jacqueline Vaught. Her parents would divorce early in her childhood and Shanda would move with her mother to Louisville when she remarried. Shanda would excel in school, receiving good grades while participating in cheerleading, volleyball, and softball. Her mother would divorce again when she was twelve and the family would move to New Albany, Indiana. She would then transfer into a Catholic school after her parents worried about her relationship with Amanda Heavrin. While at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Shanda played on the basketball team and proceeded to get her life back in order.  

“I met her in junior high,” Amanda Heavrin recalled. “We became very, very close. We became really good friends.”

But Amanda's feelings toward Shanda would only enrage Melinda. Shanda was the passive recipient of Amanda's attention but Melinda didn't see it that way. She would send Shanda notes, one of which read: 

Amanda and I are going together and she loves me and I love her and she only wants to be friends with you. You need to accept that! You need to find you a boyfriend because Amanda is mine.  

“Shanda would go up to the teacher's desk and Amanda would be staring at her,” Melinda said. “I'd see her and Amanda laughing and passing notes and I'd get mad.”

The jealousy would eventually come to a head at the school dance. Melinda saw Shanda talking with Amanda outside and immediately confronted her young rival. 

“She tried to beat Shanda up,” Amanda said. “I got between them and told Shanda to run.”

Melinda would be distraught afterward. She began a letter writing campaign to Amanda. 

“I want Shanda dead,” Melinda wrote.

“I didn't think she was capable of murder,” Amanda said. “I thought maybe she'd just try to scare her. Beat her up or something. That's the Melinda I knew. I didn't know her as being a violent person.”

TEEN GIRL KILL SQUAD

Melinda wanted Shanda dead. 

With murder on her mind, Melinda would enlist the aid of three of her friends. Laurie Tackett, Hope Rippey and Toni Lawrence. Three teenage girls who all had similar, troubled backgrounds. The amount of psychiatric medications prescribed to each of the four teens would be enough to supply a psych ward for a year...and together they would make for an uncontrollable, unpredictable mob. 

Together, they would drive over to Shanda's house and listen as Melinda told them of her plan. 

But who were these girls that were so easily persuaded to murder?

First, there was Laurie Tackett, born in Madison, Indiana in 1974. She came from a religious family as her mother was a fundamentalist Pentecostal Christian.  Taking on extremist views, her mother attempted to strangle Laurie when she found out that she was changing into jeans at school. Her mother  also came to Hope Rippey's  house unannounced after finding out that Hope's father had given the girl's a Ouija board. She then demanded that the board be set on fire and that Hope's house should be exorcised. 

Laurie's father was a convicted felon who worked in a factory. She would later claim she was molested at the ages of five and twelve. Child protective services became involved and would come to Laurie's house unannounced to ensure that she was not being abused. 

Laurie would rebel against her parents and would take a profound interest in the occult. She would entertain her friends as she would pretend she was “Deanna the Vampire”, acting as if she were possessed. She would enter into a lesbian relationship at the age of seventeen and her girlfriend would introduce her to self-harm. Her mother would discover her self-mutilating scars and check her into a mental hospital. Laurie would be prescribed anti-depressants upon her release but would slice her wrists again only days later. She would then be diagnosed with borderline personality disorder after a second stint in the psychiatric ward. 

Having no goals or concern about the future, Laurie would drop out of high school 

An elementary school friend of Laurie, Hope was born in Madison in 1976. Her parents would divorce when she was eight and she would move with her mother and siblings to Quincy, Michigan. Her parents would get back together, however, and the family would return to Madison in 1987. She had grown up with both Laurie and Toni Lawrence and
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