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This is a story of dangers, strangers and unknown places. A tale for my daughters. What you learn while reading is a world of understanding. My favourite teacher was Mr Handley, he was my primary school teacher and the stories he told me inspired my imagination. Now, being a parent and grown-up, it can be difficult to show and explain what my daughters could be feeling with new experiences. 

If, as a child, you have not experienced yet what your grown-ups want you to know, it can be difficult to understand. Remember to be safe and listen to your teacher. 

It is okay to tell your teachers and grown-ups about dangers; they are there to protect you. 

Teachers are great and they show and explain the world around you, they also leave a lasting effect on your future.  Snap snap in the jungle!   

Our world hides a strange place, hundreds of miles from everywhere; secretive and hidden from view. 

This is known as Topia Island - for those that live on this island. If you travel there, you’ll hear the strangest of noises echoing through a dense tropical forest. 

At night Topia seems magical, as stars above twinkle in the dark night sky showering the ground below and giving sparkling light to the tropical plants that grow. 

At night the forest comes alive; it can be an intimidating place, with a thousand monstrous eyes and teeth that glow in the dark. There is a creature that lives here who is so fearsome and cunning it sleeps with one eye open; it even scares what lurks in the darkness. And the mysterious sounds you hear are unique to this part of the world, a deep growl followed by a strange noise, sounding like a kiss kiss snap!
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Early morning in the jungle is a busy place, light from the morning sun shines through the hot, dark and shady canopy tops leaving an array of light as it highlights a mysterious pond deep beneath. This place of need reflects all the wonderful colours of plants, flowers and trees that live in a diverse place. As well as the many strange sounds from forest animals big and small, these unusual sounds give life to this intrepid wilderness like no other. Every day the animals would walk, fly and crawl to drink what the mountains give. Water that falls from the sky freezes on the highest mountain peaks; these are known as Cloud Mountains. Ice slowly builds. At times the ice melts and trickles its way through oceans of turquoise and rivers of blue and ends up in the jungle pond giving animals a drink and giving them life.
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The surface of the pond mirrors the world, a reflection of the outside world. But all is not what it seems in this pond. You see, all animals have a life, and all animals have a family but not all animals are nice. 

Birds will fly by and see a strange smiling face, inviting them to drink.

‘Come down and have a drink it is safe.’ 

A friendly voice from the water would say. 

One morning a beautiful bird, with all the colours of the rainbow, called Zell swooped by. The animal of the pond offered kindness with a kiss kiss sound. ‘Come drink,’ it would say. Then a menacing growl and snap snap! But what lies beneath the surface was too slow and Zell screeched, warning the forest animals as she flew away.
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It was midday and the heat built up in the noisy jungle. 

A tiger called Monrrow, with his large posture and wonderful colours of orange and black striped fur (a warning to others of his dangerous nature), passed by the pond for a drink and again the friendly voice from the pond could be heard. 

‘It’s safe, come get a drink you must be parched?’

Then that sound again: a deep growl and kiss kiss, and then, snap snap! 

But again, the tiger was too quick; escaping as it ran away, growling a warning to the forest animals that danger was near. 

Even the smallest of animals needed this gift from the Cloud Mountain to live. But that one fearsome and mysterious creature still lived underneath the surface, with its promise of love and the kind offering of friendship with the kiss kiss sound the creature would allow the animals a drink from its watery home, but once they tasted the water, the smile would then turn to teeth and all that would be left is the sound of the forest animals’ fear. 

But what could it be?
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