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The Whisper of the Cypress.  Hugo had always considered himself a man of purpose. For the past fifteen years, his job with the U.S. Government had been simple yet noble: delivering flour, rice, and other essentials to impoverished nations where hungry children waited eagerly for their next meal. His work brought him to the farthest corners of the globe, dusty villages in poor countries, storm-battered islands in the Pacific, and ridden towns in the Middle East. To the world, Hugo was a hero, a quiet force of good in a world fraught with inequality.  

But Hugo carried a secret.

On paper, his job was about compassion and altruism. In reality, it was also about survival, his survival, specifically. Years ago, while stationed on a humanitarian relief mission in Asia, he had stumbled upon an opportunity that could change his life. It began innocently enough, with a conversation over coffee in a small seaside café.

As the years went on, Hugo continued his work. He kept delivering flour and rice. He kept visiting the poor countries. But every time he did, the weight in his chest grew heavier. The whisper of the secret money could act as a safety net in case of unforeseen expenses and situations.
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All my books are gifts of stories where I believed in the myth of giftedness.  

Reminiscing on my sons in childhood stays in my heart forever.  Love is the greatest gift, and love takes up my heart.

A new addition to the family brings immense joy and love.  Welcome to the little bundle of joy into our family. The birth of our grandson! It’s a value to cherish, filled with tender moments, laughter, and new memories to create together.  
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The story is novel and will be published in 2025. Fiction.

Hugo started his U.S. government job in 1985 at the age of 28 and retired in 2015 at the age of 58, completing 30 years of service.

Hugo’s story begins with the ending in Chapter One (Hugo aged 58).  A reverse chronology.

By revealing the ending upfront, the reader is immediately curious about how and why the story reached that point, and which author’s ideas.

This approach creates a sense of mystery as the audience tries to piece together the events leading to the conclusion.

As a story, it has all the ingredients for a compelling drama, thriller, corruption, international intrigue, and moral dilemmas. The U.S. gives aid to poor countries for hungry children, and black-market goods are being smuggled into other countries and back to the U.S.

Keeps the outcome a surprise, but starting with the ending shifts focus to the motivations, choices, and consequences of the characters’ actions.

The story will lead to deeper emotional engagement and reflection on Hugo’s moral compromises, which led to his “success.”

Involvement in the story, Hugo initially appears as a selfless U.S. government worker delivering aid to impoverished countries.  However, his secret promises of financial gain, leveraging his position for future wealth, introduces a dark undercurrent to Hugo's acceptance of gifts from poor countries that Hugo quietly funnels into his wife’s later business ventures.

By focusing on Hugo’s internal conflict, the
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