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Introduction

In beginning the twenty-sixth volume of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies, produced thirty years after the first volume in the series appeared, it is appropriate that we begin not, as is customary, with notes on the biographical subjects of the essays, but with a biographical note of appreciation to two geographers who have done much to sustain the series over the last decade or so, namely the outgoing editors Geoffrey Martin and Patrick Armstrong.

Geoffrey Martin was involved with Geographers for eighteen years, having sole responsibility as editor from volumes 12 to 17 before then co-editing the series with Patrick Armstrong up to and including volume 25. Geoffrey Martin took his BSc and PhD from the London School of Economics. His interests in biography and geography were soon apparent: early publications include Mark Jefferson: Geographer (1968), Ellsworth Huntingdon: His Life and Thought (1973) and, in 1980, The Life and Thought of Isaiah Bowman. With Preston E. James (Geographers, Vol. 11), Martin wrote The Association of American Geographers: The First Seventy Five Years, 1904–1979 and he assisted James in his All Possible Worlds: A History of Geographical Ideas, revising later editions of this work which, while influential enough in the English-speaking geographical world, has also been translated into Russian, Hindi, Malaysian, Mandarin and Cantonese. He is a long-time member of faculty of Southern Connecticut State University, being honoured with Faculty Scholar Awards there in 1973, 1980 and 1983, and being made the first Connecticut State University Distinguished Professor in 1992. The author of more than 100 books, articles and contributions to edited collections, Geoffrey Martin was in 1970 co-founder (with Preston James) of the Archive and Association History Committee of the AAG, Chair of that committee from 1978 to 1986 and the first AAG Archivist (from 1986 to the present).

Patrick Armstrong’s first link with Geographers was in 1984 when the then editor, Walter Freeman (Geographers, Vol. 22), at a meeting of the IGU Commission on the History of Geographical Thought, asked him to write a biobibliography on Charles Darwin. This he did, the essay appearing in Geographers, Volume 9, 37–45. Since then, Patrick joined the IGU Commission as a full member, and he has contributed several biographical essays to the series, mainly on nineteenth-century figures, and especially those who influenced and were influenced by Charles Darwin’s work, as well as having themselves had an influence upon geographical thought. Outside his work as member, author and editor for the Commission, Patrick has continued with his work on Darwin, publishing a number of books and articles on the great Victorian naturalist and particularly on the voyage of HMS Beagle. He has personally examined many of the localities visited by Darwin on the Beagle voyage, often with photocopies of Darwin’s original field notes in hand, attempting to reconstruct his exact routes and the manner in which he worked. Patrick’s Darwin’s Other Islands (other islands, of course, than the Galapagos) summarizes much of this work and was published by Continuum in 2004.

The IGU Commission on the History of Geographical Thought, scholars and researchers on the history and nature of geographical knowledge and the authors of the many essays that have appeared in Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies during the editorship and co-editorship of Geoffrey Martin and Patrick Armstrong owe them both a great deal. It is a pleasure to acknowledge their work and a privilege to continue from it in our own editorial roles.

This issue of Geographers brings together essays on geographers from Britain, France, the United States, Japan and Sweden. Britain is here represented, in the nineteenth century, by the work of a Scots explorer of Africa and a scriptural geographer from Northern Ireland and, in the twentieth century, by distinguished Welsh-born geographers, Terry Coppock and Henry Clifford Darby. Coppock and Darby have much in common: both, especially the latter, made major contributions to historical geography, both for a time served in the Intelligence Corps in the Second World War and both shared membership of the department of geography at University College London at an important time in the development of the discipline within Britain. Not from any formal educational setting but within the exploratory tradition maintained by the Royal Geographical Society, Keith Johnston, the Edinburgh-born African explorer, died tragically young in a continent still unknown to many in the metropolitan centres of the geographical world. For the Revd Professor Josias Porter, by contrast, fieldwork was undertaken in the Near East, his mission to explore what of the physical landscape as described in the Christian scriptures was discernible to the critical eye in the historic present.

From France and Japan, we have two studies connected by their subjects’ interests in the importance of geography to effective national political administration after conflict. Paul Claval here documents the achievements of Henri Hauser, much of whose geography dealt with the problems of French reconstruction after the First World War and did so as part of the emergent Vidalian tradition in French and European human geography. In Japan, where he saw at first hand the effects of Japanese military intervention in Manchuria, the work undertaken by the urban and regional geographer Michitoshi Odauchi was by contrast never ‘mainstream’, yet was influenced by early twentieth-century French geographical work and was, like Hauser, informed by a faith in the social sciences to make a better future. From the United States of America, we have an essay on the Berkeley-trained cultural geographer George F. Carter, whose claims over the dating of human presence in the Americas were the subject of particular controversy in his lifetime. The volume is completed with an illustrated essay from Anne Buttimer, much of it based on personal correspondence, on the influential Swedish human geographer and leading proponent of ‘time geography’, Torsten Hägerstrand.

Geographers all, then, united by a concern to think and to act geographically, if you will, and to practise geography, albeit that the forms taken by their works and their teaching to say nothing of their continued influence were so varied. These essays are welcome and important additions to Geographers. We hope that they will be read with interest. They have certainly been written with care, a concern for scholarship and the nature of the historical record and, for some at least, with an affection born either of personal knowledge or of empathy with the person and the work with which they were engaged.

Precisely because writing biographically about geography and geographers raises such issues — of integrity to one’s subject, of fidelity to a scholarly record that may be ‘controversial’, issues to do with the problems of capturing the significance of lives and works that connect individuals across national boundaries and neat subject divisions with the effect that easy categories of analysis such as ‘nation’, ‘life’ and ‘subject’ may not be straightforward at all — we have here taken a moment at the start of our editorship to offer a few thoughts in introduction about geographers and Geographers. Our intention in doing so is to heighten interest in such matters, to prompt debate and, we also hope, to extend the range of what has been considered possible within the series.
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Geographers: Lives, Works, Possibilities

Let us begin with some facts. In the thirty years of Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies, the series has published 401 biobibliographical essays, including those in this volume. Although the series is not restrictive in any strong sense – being, broadly, concerned to provide a biographical and bibliographical assessment of people who have contributed to the generation, promotion and development of geography and of geographical knowledge – assessment of the data represented by this total reveals several interesting features.

Chronologically, by far the great majority of the geographers considered published their major works and/or lived the great part of their productive geographical lives in the twentieth century. If we divide the biographical subjects, by date, into six periods – before 1300 AD, 1300–1500, 1500–1700, 1700–1800, 1800–1900 and from 1900 to the present – the breakdown of the essays is as follows. For geographers active before 1300, there are only eight essays; for the period 1300–1500, six; between 1500 and 1700, 14; 22 for the period 1700–1800; for the century from 1800–1900, 110 essays and, for the period from 1900 to the present, a total of 241 essays. This chronology must be treated with some caution of course. The active lives of some figures fell more or less equally over the boundaries of periods: take Alfred Hettner (Geographers, Vol. 6), for example, born in 1859 and who died in 1941. Many of the people described as ‘geographers’ in earlier periods could as well have been labelled ‘astronomers’, for example, or ‘explorers’ or ‘natural philosophers’, since a formal and professional definition for the term ‘geographer’ was not then a feature of the scholarly world – and, indeed, was not something readily agreed upon even after the establishment of formal teaching departments of geography from the later nineteenth century. Defining who was a ‘geographer’, by what terms they were so understood then, and by what terms they are of later interest to biographers, has been one of the notable features of Geographers as it has been of scholarship more widely in the history and philosophy of geography.

Remarkably – although it is not a statistic to be proud of – all but six of the 401 essays have been about men. The only women featured are Millicent Todd Bingham, Harriet Martineau, Hilda Ormsby, Ellen Churchill Semple, Mary Somerville and Catherine Helen Spence (Geographers, Vols. 11, 21, 5, 8, 2 and 22, respectively). The European and American background of these few women hints at a further ‘distortion’ within the data, namely the predominance of Europe and Anglo-American figures within the biobibliographical record provided by Geographers. If we define ‘Anglo-American’ as geographers from Britain, Canada, Australia and New Zealand as well as from the United States of America, only 23 of the 401 essay subjects are from countries other than Europe and the Anglo-American ‘community’: two from Siam (both, as it happens, one-time kings of that country); three Indians; seven Chinese; six Japanese; and five Middle Eastern, or, more properly, Islamic geographers, since for each of them, all active in the earliest period here defined, modern descriptors of nationhood and of national identity are inappropriate. Within the category ‘European’, the essays have been dominated by British geographers, then by studies of the French and the Germans with other countries such as Italy, Russia, Spain, Norway, Sweden, Romania each having a handful of essays.

The great majority of persons whose lives and works have been featured in Geographers have been geographers in some formally professional sense, notably so for the later nineteenth and twentieth centuries of course, for it was in this period that university and other teaching departments were founded, that research programmes for geography were laid out and that students took examinations in the subject. But even if we term such people ‘professional geographers’, examination of their lives, their works and, in a general sense, what we might call the ‘settings’ for their geography – where they were based, with whom they worked, where they undertook fieldwork or archival study, for example – to say nothing of the immediate and longer-term influence of their teaching, writings or personality – reveals, simply, an enormous variety of experience. Generalization about the ‘nature’ of professional geography, about what it means to be a geographer in different institutional and other settings and at different times, is best avoided in the face of 401 different life histories. For some, the threads of their lives and histories were closely knotted as strong and binding ties; for others lives touched briefly as only parallel circumstances and weak connections.

This claim is further sustainable when it is realized, as noted above, that far from all of the subjects covered have been professional geographers, however understood. Significant travellers have been included – Marco Polo for example (
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