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Derek = Pissed
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Derek Gill was losing his shit. He rubbed his knuckles, which were covered with dried blood—a side effect of punching Edward Payne, his ex-employee as of seven minutes ago. The reason for the definitely not-HR-approved violence? Derek had found out that the bastard had been screwing his wife. 

He’d been on his way to a meeting when he’d overheard an associate say, “Man, I don’t know what the hell he’s doing. Screwing the CEO’s wife...”

Of course, Derek stopped as soon as he heard that. Never mind that he was already 5 minutes late to the meeting and the Vice President—who was also his best friend and obsessed with punctuality—was definitely going to give him shit for it.

“Excuse me?” Derek said.

Noah Travis, the gossiping associate, had paled when his boss had turned his stare on him. “Um, uh...”

“Someone’s fucking my wife?” Derek said coolly.

“Um...”

“Tell me the truth or your ass is fired.”

Noah spilled everything he knew—how long the affair had been going on (2 months), when it’d started (Derek had been in Phoenix for business), and most importantly, the name of the employee who’d slept with his spouse (Edward fucking Payne).

Within 10 minutes, Derek had hunted down the son of a bitch’s cubicle and punched his teeth out in front of the entire accounting department. While Edward had been bleeding on the floor, Derek had told him, “Don’t even think about coming in on Monday. And if you ever come near my wife again, I will fucking murder you.” Then he’d marched out of the building without another word.

Now he was sitting in his Audi in the parking lot, though the meeting was still going on and it was only 2:08 PM and the earliest he usually left work was 7. He glanced at his phone, which was vibrating with his Vice President’s calls and texts:

Derek, where the hell are you? 

Seriously, where the hell are you?

GODDAMN IT, DEREK. DID YOU SERIOUSLY JUST PUNCH AN EMPLOYEE? WE CAN GET OUR ASSES SUED OFF. CALL ME BACK RIGHT NOW.

Seriously, pick up the fucking phone, you asshole.

Just as Brian was trying to call him for the fifth time, Derek shut off his phone. He couldn’t deal with that bullshit right now.

Because he needed to go home to his wife.

***
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ON THE WAY HOME, DEREK drove 20 miles over the speed limit and broke at least five driving laws. Thank Christ he didn’t get stopped by a cop. In his current state, he didn’t know what he would do to a law enforcement officer who kept him from seeing Karen as soon as possible.

On a normal day, the commute took 45 minutes. He was back at his home in 25.

Letting out a deep breath, he parked in front of the gray Victorian mansion. When he’d first seen the place with Karen, he’d thought it hideous
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