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        This book contains dark and adult themes which may be triggering for some readers. These include but are not limited to:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Abduction (off page and unconfirmed)
      

      	
        Alcohol use
      

      	
        Profanity
      

      	
        Physical violence
      

      	
        On page sexual acts, including acts of  Voyeurism, BDSM, and breath play
      

      	
        Murder
      

      	
        Criminal acts, including theft
      

      

      

      

      The hero in this book may be charming, but he’s also deadly. Consider yourself warned.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        ONE NIGHT. TWO LIES. NO WAY OUT.

      

        

      
        Wanting her breaks the rules. Taking her rewrites them.

      

        

      
        Róisín Glynn is here to steal from my enemy. It’s my job to make sure she’s on task. Or take her off the board.

      

        

      
        But she isn’t supposed to look like temptation. She isn’t supposed to move like she owns the room. Or lie with a voice that makes me want to hear her beg.

      

        

      
        She’s clever. Controlled. Braver than she should be. And completely unprepared for the kind of attention she’s just triggered. Because mine is the kind that marks. Stalks. Claims.

      

        

      
        She’s playing a part to survive. But I’m playing to own every move she makes. And I never lose.

      

        

      
        Especially when she wants to be caught.
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            Chapter 1

          

          
            Róisín

          

        

      

    

    
      Even with a gun to my head, I wouldn’t call this a smart plan.

      But I’m here anyway. Dressed to seduce, armed with a lie, and about to execute the most dangerous hack I’ve ever attempted.

      In person.

      “This is insane,” the blonde ahead of me squeals to her friend, her voice slicing through my thoughts. “It’s so freaking glamorous.”

      The rope drops, and I’m ushered into the elite club behind them. Like I belong. Like this place isn’t notorious for being impossible to get into.

      Just another Friday night, folks. Nothing to see here.

      “Very Gatsby,” the other woman says, flicking her hot-pink hair over her shoulder as she bounces on her toes, already high on anticipation.

      They’re here for the thrill. For drinks, dancing, and drama. Maybe a little debauchery.

      Not me.

      I’m here to clean up someone else’s mess. To cross a line I hope doesn’t end with me buried six feet under. Because I don’t have a choice.

      If I did, this scheme sure as hell wouldn’t involve me dressed as bait.

      A bouncer stands inside the entrance, his featureless black mask giving off a sort of serial-killer vibe. It’s super charming. Especially when he gives us a slow once-over, like he’s mentally noting which of us might scream the loudest.

      Without a word, he steps aside, and just like that, I’m past the point of no return.

      My skin prickles, and I get the sense his eyes aren’t the only ones tracking me. But I keep my pace steady, posture straight, and pray the gold filigree covering the upper half of my face hides what I’m thinking.

      Because the giddy blonde has one thing right—this really is insane.

      “Let’s get drinks.” She loops her arm through her friend’s and flashes me a bright grin. “Want to join us for some fun?”

      Right. Fun.

      Probably not a bad idea if I want to blend in.

      I nod, giving her what’s meant to be a smile but feels more like a grimace, and trail after them to the bar.

      The club swallows us in a haze of heat, glitter, and sound. Soft, warm light spills from massive gold fixtures above, catching on crystal glassware and metallic accents. Velvet-draped booths line the walls. Gilded mirrors reflect flashes of movement and skin. The polished marble floor makes my choice of three-inch heels feel not only questionable but downright dangerous.

      The Black Crown is nothing like a normal nightclub. At least, not the kind I’m used to, with sticky floors, strobe lights, and half-conscious strangers grinding to bad remixes over spilled vodka coolers.

      Everything here reeks of money. Luxury. Power.

      And sex.

      Champagne flows like water. Laughter cuts through the music as though orchestrated. Expensive perfume hangs in the air. And everywhere I look, people are dancing, drinking, whispering to one another. All of them masked like me.

      The mask O’Shea’s men gave me came in a plain black box. No note. No explanation.

      Only expectation.

      Despite everything it represents, I’ve got to admit, it’s beautiful.

      Gold filigree curls across my cheekbones in delicate spirals, rising over my forehead in a pattern of twisted thorns and vines. A red satin ribbon holds it in place, and a red gem dangles beneath one eye like a single bloodstained tear. It’s elegant. Dramatic. Eye-catching.

      The opposite of everything I’ve ever been.

      With it on, I almost feel like someone else. Someone bolder, fearless, and seductive. The kind of woman who not only fits in but can stand out in this world, instead of hiding behind a computer screen.

      But the mask isn’t a disguise. It’s a directive.

      Because I’m not a guest, and despite appearances, I’m not here to have fun.

      I’m a pawn. A strategically placed asset, expected to perform. Dropped into the lion’s den to retrieve what O’Shea wants most. And if I don’t deliver…

      Fuck, I can’t let myself think about it.

      The guns. The threats. How good his men are at making people and problems disappear.

      Not when my brothers are both gone because of them—Grady to prison, Garrett to the grave—and I’m all that’s left. The only one standing between my grieving father and the goddamn mob.

      Grady owes them a debt. Like it or not
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