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Prediction




The boxing tactics is a boxer's combat
mentality, his ability to perceive quickly and accurately the
combat situation in the ring, make right decisions and implement
them skilfully.

The ability to think tactically in a
fight is a valuable quality of a boxer. It gives organization to
the boxer's actions, makes sense of them and helps the boxer to
overcome difficulties on the way to victory.

High sport achievements of the
outstanding masters of the ring were always accompanied by smart
tactics which combined with their physical and willful qualities
was the basis of their success.

The sporting activity of ring masters
has left many tactical techniques and positions created by them
which brought them victory. These techniques, generated by the
fighting individuality of each outstanding master, enrich the
arsenal of boxing fighting tools every year.

Fighting tactics, one of the most
important areas of boxing skill, is not enough to be studied only
in theory. Finches that reveal the opponent's defense, challenges
the opponent to attack, and other tactics that induce the opponent
to act according to his desire must be mastered by the boxer in
combat practice, and only then will they be realistic in their
application.

These tactical actions mastered by a
boxer in his own manner of fighting acquire later on their
naturalness and ease, bordering on automatism. Having mastered
them, the boxer is able to use them easily in a fast fight. These
tactical positions and techniques are not stereotyped. By
navigating a rapid change of combat situations, the boxer disposes
of his tactical tools depending on the emerging situations, easily
operating his arsenal of combat tools.

This book is tactics in examples. It
contains descriptions of techniques observed in the fighting
practices of outstanding masters of the professional ring between
1800-1940. This book contains the most interesting techniques of
the professional masters that have gained popularity and
application in modern boxing. These techniques are arranged in the
book in chronological order of their application by individual
masters. The diversity of these techniques precludes any
systematization.

A number of the techniques described
in the book, finished in technical and tactical design, can be
fully used in combat practice by modern boxers. Some of the
techniques and provisions that cannot be used directly in combat
practice may be of interest to masters for their tactical
ideas.

Wishing to acquaint the reader closer
with the masters whose techniques are described in this book, the
author gives their brief combat description and some biographical
data in each individual case. All these masters lived in different
times, in different countries and reflected separate styles and
schools that shaped them as boxers.
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Tom Cribb

(1781 - 1848)
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Champion of England 1808-1820.
During his fighting career he defeated the strongest boxers of the
time, including Tom Molineaux, Bill Richmond, Jem Belcher, Tom Black and
others. In his fights Cribb was distinguished by great courage and
tactical skill. He left the ring undefeated.

The “Mill”

The "mill" is a maneuver used in
defensive combat tactics. It retains its figurative name from the
distant days of Tom Cribb, in whose actions it was observed for the
first time. This manoeuvre consists of a combination of footwork
and counterattacks. Tom Cribb, as a fighter of the bare-knuckle
boxing era, based his defense on quick footwork. Moving easily
around the ring, he created an intricate game of evading his
opponent's punches while simultaneously meeting him with single and
double punches.

This maneuver is very popular in modern
boxing. It is often seen in the tactics of defensive type boxers
against aggressive opponents who are keen on their attacks. The
"mill" manoeuvre is aimed at exhausting the opponent. The boxer who
uses it, causing the opponent to miss frequently, uses his misses
to counter-strike.
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James "Jem" Mace

(1831-1910)
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Champion of English prize bare-knuckle
boxing in 1862 weighing 63.5 kg. Mace was one of the most skilled
boxers of the bare-knuckle fighting era.

Before becoming a professional boxer,
he was the proprietor of an itinerant traveling banquet in which he
performed as an actor, violinist, and boxing demonstrator at the
same time.

In all his boxing encounters he
invariably came out the winner regardless of his opponent's weight.
All of his performances were a demonstration of the superiority of
boxing technique over brute force. Mace is considered the founder
of the English school of boxing, which was based on subtle
technique, precise closing and a wealth of combinations.

Boxers representing this school fought
exclusively at long range.

Imaginary
retreat

Jem Mace introduced a maneuver into combat
tactics that has become very popular in modern boxing. By
retreating several times in a row from his opponent, Mace,
emphasizing his timidity, encouraged his opponent to chase himself.
Having accustomed his opponent to pursuit by a number of such
retreats, he suddenly took a sudden step forward and met him with a
strong straight punch with his left hand to the head. At this
retreating movement Mace made the usual set-back step backwards t.
I.e., starting with his right foot and pulling his left leg to
it.

When he carried away his opponent lost
caution, Mace made a new step back, but began it with his left
foot, leaving the right leg in place and, pushed off her, struck
his blow. The force of his blow increased by the very movement of
the opponent walking towards the blow.
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 John Sullivan

(1858-1918)
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He was the first boxer to be
awarded the title of Absolute World Champion. This title was
awarded to him in 1882 for a number of victories over strongest
boxers of England and the USA. Weight 88.7 kg, height 177 cm.

Sullivan was a transitional boxer in
boxing history, spending half of his fights on bare knuckles. His
fighting style was close to that of the old prize fighters. Not
being particularly agile, he always relied on a strong punch. He is
credited with the discovery of the jaw action and the invention of
knockout punches.

Right swing

Most of the knockouts John Sullivan
inflicted were characterized by great simplicity and boiled down to
a swinging right to the chin. The weight of his massive body,
strength and quickness combined with Sullivan's hot fighting
temperament created him a dominant position in the ring in his
time.

The right swing, as a boxing punch,
was known long before Sullivan and was seen among fighters as a
rather crude and inaccurate punch. John Sullivan proved with his
fights the applicability of the swing in modern combat.

The secret of Sullivan's unusually
effective right swing lies in his tactical preparation. In Sullivan
this blow was invariably preceded by a direct left blow,
deliberately not reaching the target. This false attack, which
served to distract the attention of the opponent, was followed by a
strong right blow to the head.
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ullivan's famous swing that he used to finish most of his matches:
(a) feint, (b) kick.

 


Sullivan, as a boxer, was not
distinguished in fights by a particular technical variety, but was
able to calculate the blow with remarkable accuracy. The sudden
false attack he made with the speed of a flash of lightning and
defended himself as accurately as he struck.
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 Peter Jackson

(1861-1901)
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He was Australian heavyweight champion
from 1886 to 1892. He started boxing at the age of 20.

Jackson was an outstanding boxer of
his time and a serious rival to champion John Sullivan. Despite his
best efforts, Jackson failed to meet Sullivan, as Sullivan
categorically refused to fight him, explaining his refusal by his
unwillingness to face the black man. It was only the coloring of
his skin that prevented Jackson from becoming the undisputed world
champion. During his entire fighting career, Jackson lost only two
times, the first time at the beginning of it and the second time at
the end, when he had already lost his fighting form.

Jackson was nicknamed the "iron anvil"
for his insensitivity to blows.

Lever-Ponch

Lever-punch translates as "crowbar
strike". It consists of two quick successive swings with the left
hand to the head. This punch got its name not because of any
exceptional strength, but because of its suddenness. The entire
tactical preparation of this blow is aimed at bringing it to the
opponent at the moment when he least expects it.

Peter Jackson conducted the
lever-punch in the following manner: firmly entrenched on his feet,
he first sent a left-hand swing to the head with a deliberate miss,
and when the opponent, waiting for a blow from the other hand,
opened the right side of the head, Jackson immediately repeated the
same blow, but already directed it accurately and with full force.
The stunned opponent usually lost his defence and became a
convenient target for Jackson's next strong blow from the right
hand.

 


The lever-punch is a type of double
punch, which is directed by the same hand twice to the same target.
The effectiveness of this type of punch is given by its
unexpectedness to the opponent, who usually expects a second blow
from the other hand and, to another target. As a rule, the body
weight of the first blow is concentrated on the right leg in order
to use its straightening to enhance the second blow from a
comfortable starting position.
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