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​Introduction
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In the beginning of human memory stands a single figure — Adam, the father of mankind, the first prophet, and the root from which every nation and people have grown. His story is told and retold across civilizations, from the Torah, the Bible, and the Qur’an, to the traditions of ancient Mesopotamia, Persia, and beyond.

But who was Adam? Was he only the first man, molded from the clay of the earth, or was he also the first teacher, the first penitent, and the first bearer of divine wisdom? For some, he represents innocence lost. For others, he is the first to experience forgiveness. In every telling, Adam’s story is not merely about the past — it is about us.

This book seeks to gather and retell his story in narrative form, bringing together perspectives from Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, alongside echoes from other traditions. We will walk through the garden of Paradise, witness the first temptation, and follow humanity’s earliest steps upon the earth. Along the way, we will compare the voices of scripture and commentary: the Biblical tale of the Fall, the Qur’anic teaching of repentance, and the Jewish traditions of Adam’s struggle for survival.

Adam is not only the first prophet, but also the first father. Through him, the great lessons of life are introduced: the dignity of work, the pain of loss, the meaning of responsibility, and the power of turning back to God after error. His story is a mirror in which humanity has always seen itself reflected.

This volume begins a long journey — a series of books dedicated to the prophets, those luminous figures who shaped the course of human history and revealed timeless truths. With Adam, we return to the beginning, to the dawn of our shared story, and to the first words spoken by God to His creation:


“I am placing upon the earth a vicegerent.”


May this book not only tell the story of Adam, but also remind us of our own place within the legacy he left behind.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Chapter 1: The Heavenly Council
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The heavens were filled with light and harmony long before the birth of humanity. The angels, creatures of pure obedience and radiant spirit, filled the vast realms of heaven with praise of their Creator. They were countless—an endless host of beings who never tired, never erred, and never disobeyed. Their voices rose in a single symphony, “Glory be to You, O Lord of all worlds.”

But one day, something shifted in that timeless order. The throne of the Almighty was enveloped in a solemn silence, and the command came forth—a command unlike any heard before.
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​The Divine Announcement
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In the Qur’an, the scene is preserved with clarity:


“And when your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed, I will place upon the earth a vicegerent (khalīfah).’ They said, ‘Will You place upon it one who will cause corruption therein and shed blood, while we glorify You with praise and sanctify You?’ He said, ‘Indeed, I know that which you do not know.’” (Qur’an 2:30)


The angels, though beings of obedience, were not questioning out of rebellion. Their question arose from knowledge. They had seen the creation of beings before Adam—creatures like the jinn, fiery beings who roamed the earth in wild tribes, fighting, shedding blood, and spreading corruption. Would mankind be the same? Would a creature of earth and clay only repeat the violence of those who came before?

The Lord’s answer was calm, filled with wisdom beyond comprehension: “I know what you do not know.”

In that moment, the fate of humanity was sealed. God Himself declared that there would be a new creature, one entrusted with responsibility, one who would not only inhabit the earth but represent the divine will upon it.
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​The Silent Figure Among Angels
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Among the angels stood another being, one who was not like them in essence but who had risen among their ranks through devotion and worship. His name was Iblis. Unlike the angels created of light, Iblis was of fire—of the jinn, a separate order of creation. Yet his worship had been so pure, his devotion so continuous, that he was raised into the company of angels.

When the announcement came, something stirred in Iblis’ heart. Until that day, he had thought himself closest to the Lord’s favor, a model of obedience. But now, he heard of a new being, a creature of dust, a fragile body of clay, destined to hold authority.

His fiery pride smoldered silently.
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​The Fashioning of Adam
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Both the Qur’an and the Bible describe the moment of Adam’s creation, though with different details.

In the Book of Genesis (2:7):

“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”

In the Qur’an (38:71–72):

“When your Lord said to the angels: I am creating a human being from clay, from molded mud. So when I have proportioned him and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall down before him in prostration.”

The scene is dramatic. From the clay of the earth, the Almighty shaped a form—a lifeless figure of mud, dark and still. The angels watched as this form lay motionless, hollow and incomplete. Time passed—some say forty years—before the divine breath entered.

Traditions narrate that the angels circled around the figure, marveling. Some grew curious and tapped it, hearing the hollow sound of clay. “What is this,” they wondered, “that will one day be given a spirit?”

Iblis, however, circled Adam not with wonder but with disdain. He struck the clay body and said, “This creature is hollow. I will overpower him. I am fire—he is clay. I will prove stronger.” Already, arrogance had taken root.
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​The Teaching of the Names
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Before Adam’s body was even animated, the plan for his special role was already in motion.

The Qur’an tells us:


“And He taught Adam the names—all of them. Then He showed them to the angels and said, ‘Tell Me the names of these, if you are truthful.’ They said, ‘Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.’ He said, ‘O Adam, inform them of their names.’ And when he had informed them, He said, ‘Did I not tell you that I know the unseen of the heavens and the earth?’” (Qur’an 2:31–33)


What were these “names”? Scholars have debated for centuries. Some say they were the names of all things—mountains, rivers, animals, stars. Others say they were the names of all nations, tribes, and languages. Still others argue they were the secret essences of creation itself, knowledge hidden from even angels.

Whatever they were, Adam spoke to them, and the angels knew at once: this creature was not merely clay. He was a vessel of knowledge, a being with the ability to learn, to reason, to name, and thus to understand.

Unlike the angels, who obey perfectly but without choice, Adam carried something else—the capacity for reason and free will.
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