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			Camilla Läckberg

			Swedish novelist

			
					Born in Fjällbacka (Sweden) in 1974

					Notable works: 	The Ice Princess (2008), novel 

	The Preacher (2008), novel

	The Hidden Child (2011), novel 




			

			Camilla Läckberg is a Swedish writer who was born in 1974 in Fjällbacka, a coastal town in Sweden where she sets most of her works. She is the author of a dozen crime novels that have all been very successful, both in Sweden and abroad. In 2006, she received the Swedish People’s Literature Award and in France, in 2008, the Grand Prix de Littérature Policière (a prestigious French literary prize for crime literature) for her novel, The Ice Princess (2008). Together her works form a saga about life in Fjällbacka and follow recurring characters Erica Falck and her companion, Patrick Hedström. Her crime novels differentiate themselves primarily through the importance granted to human relationships and to the issue of family in particular. 

		


		
			The Ice Princess

			A remarkable crime novel

			
					Genre: crime novel

					Reference edition: Läckberg, C. (2009) The Ice Princess. Trans. Murray, S.T. New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks.

					First edition: 2003

					Themes: suicide, paedophilia, murder, hypocrisy, secret, scandal

			

			The novel The Ice Princess, which was published in Sweden in 2003 and then in the United Kingdom in 2008, is the first volume in a saga made up of five works featuring the same protagonists, Erica Falck and Patrick Hedström. 

			The novel begins with the discovery of the body of Alexandra Wijkner, her wrists slashed in a frozen bath. Erica Falck, her childhood friend, and Patrick Hedström lead the investigation to unmask the killer and finally unravel the mystery that has surrounded the young woman since her childhood. 

		


		
			Summary

			Erica Falck, a writer living in Stockholm, returns to Fjällbacka, her hometown, to take care of the affairs of her parents, who have died in a car accident. To her great distress, she learns that her sister, Anna, and her husband, Lucas, want to sell the family home.

			The death of Alexandra Wijkner

			When she decides to visit her childhood friend, Alexandra Wijkner, nobody comes to the door. Entering the strangely cold house, she discovers the body of a woman with slashed wrists in the bathtub: it is Alex. 

			Birgit and Karl-Erik Carlgren, Alex’s parents, refuse to believe that their daughter committed suicide. In order to gather information about her, Erica goes to the house of Henrik Wijkner, the deceased woman’s husband: despite his calm appearance, she senses that he is hiding real grief. He sends her to the abstract art gallery that Alexandra managed with a friend, Francine Bijoux. The latter tells Erica that Alex had had an affair in Fjällbacka and that she could not have killed herself because she was pregnant by her lover and happy about it. The pompous and lazy superintendent of Tanumshede, Bertil Mellberg, is also informed that Alexandra Wijkner was three months pregnant and that the autopsy concluded that her death was the result of murder. Erica wants to take her mind off things, and so spends the night at the house of her friend and first love, Dan, who is now married to Pernilla. 

			The unexplained disappearance of Nils Lorentz

			In the meantime, Anders Nilsson, an alcoholic painter who has become a write-off, dwells on painful thoughts. When Vera, his mother, tells him that Alexandra has been murdered, he, clearly in shock, calls a mysterious acquaintance, Jan Lorentz. In reality, as is later discovered, he is connected to Alex and to Jan Lorentz by a dark secret. 

			During a walk, Erica meets Patrick Hedström, a childhood friend who had been in love with her for a long time and who is now one of the police officers responsible for the investigation. He invites Erica to a reunion dinner. Searching for clues, she decides to go to Alexandra’s house in the dead of night. As she searches the deceased woman’s room, somebody breaks into the house. Hiding in a cupboard, she sees that the visitor takes something; a journal article dating from the 1970s. During the reunion dinner, she confides in Patrick about the article found at Alexandra’s house: it tells of the unexplained disappearance of Nils Lorentz, the son of Nelly Lorentz, a rich public figure and the employer of half of Fjällbacka, in 1977. But, very quickly, they put the investigation to one side to tell each other about their respective lives. 

			During the reception that follows the funeral, the deceased woman’s stern sister, Julia Carlgren, keeps her distance. To everyone’s surprise, Nelly Lorentz interrupts and soon gets into a deep conversation with Julia. The two women are therefore connected: to understand how, Erica goes to visit the old woman, but she gives nothing away, except that she feels a strong hatred towards Alexandra. There, Erica also bumps into Jan Lorentz, the adopted son of Nelly, who does not seem to receive much love from his mother. 

			The arrest of Anders Nilsson

			Shortly afterwards, the real estate agent responsible for estimating the value of Erica’s parents’ house arrives, accompanied by Lucas, who has come to bully and threaten the young woman, who is unenthusiastic at the idea of selling. 

			Patrick pursues the investigation. Intrigued by the article he spoke about with Erica, he does some research on the Lorentz family and the unexplained disappearance of the family’s son. To his great surprise, Mellberg then tells him that he has arrested Alex’s murderer: according to him, it is Anders Nilsson. But Patrick cannot shake the feeling that something is not right in this arrest and decides to pursue his enquiry. He questions the old woman who saw Anders Nilsson enter Alexandra Wijkner’s house the day of the murder and return there several times over the following week. 

			Subjected to questioning, Anders denies killing Alex. He confesses to having had an affair with her, but maintains that he cannot be the father of the child she was carrying. We soon learn that he has an alibi: one of Anders’ neighbours saw him return home at the time of the murder, as she was watching her favourite television programme. He is therefore freed. Erica goes to find Dan at the harbour where he works as a fisherman and tells him about her night-time visit to Alexandra’s house. Pernilla finds them together and seems furious: as Erica soon learns, she has reason to doubt her husband’s fidelity. 

			The heir of Nelly Lorentz

			In order to convince Vera Nilsson to continue to keep a dark secret, Nelly Lorentz pays her a visit. But, when she tries to bribe her, Vera throws her out. While searching for clues at Alexandra’s house, Erica and Patrick learn that the culprit came to see her unexpectedly and gave her a sleeping pill before killing her. Erica manages to discover the last number Alex called before her death: it is Dan’s. Devastated, the young man confesses everything: he was Alex’s lover and the father of her child. Erica advises him to tell everything to Pernilla and to the police. 

			To her great surprise, Julia receives a visit from Erica. The latter asks to see photographs of a young Alexandra and to learn more about her: she discovers that Alex’s younger sister is the sole heir to the old lady. 

			Erica and Patrick spend the evening together and soon succumb to their mutual attraction. The following morning, Patrick suddenly realises that Anders’ neighbour had got the wrong day when she said that she had seen him return: the programme that she said she watching was not broadcast the day of the murder. 

			At the same time, a friend of Anders finds him hanged at his home. At the site, Patrick notices that the painter had ripped up all of his paintings before he died. Due to a lack of support to reach the rope, the police conclude that it is a murder. 

			Terrible revelations

			Patrick notices that Anders had called a number often, that of Jan. When he interrogates him, Jan denies having any contact with the painter. The policeman then questions the social worker in charge of the adoption of Jan, who was orphaned following a fire that cost the lives of his parents. Nevertheless, the social worker admits to having considered that Jan, abandoned by his parents, had caused the fire that killed them before being adopted by the Lorentzes. When he returns to Anders Nilsson’s house, Patrick discovers marks on a notebook, left behind from the writing of a letter. 

			When Lucas hits Anna once again and also breaks their daughter’s arm, Anna seeks refuge at Erica’s house with her children and tells her that she has left Lucas. 

			Erica learns that the missing man, Nils Lorentz, had been Alex’s teacher at the time of his disappearance. Patrick goes to question Alexandra’s parents who finally confess to him that they had taken Alexandra away from Fjällbacka because she had been raped by Nils Lorentz and was expecting a child: Julia. Nelly Lorentz, Julia’s grandmother, had bought their silence. Anders had also been a victim of this sexual abuse: Vera also wanted to protect him by staying quiet. 

			Patrick manages to decipher the letter found at the deceased painter’s house: it is a suicide note. The young policeman thus goes to Vera’s house, realising that she, in order to avoid gossip, had dressed up her son’s suicide as murder. When he reveals to her that Alex had been pregnant, Vera cracks and confesses to killing the young woman: she had wanted to reveal the atrocities of the past and Vera wanted to spare her son from this ordeal. Patrick meets with Jan Lorentz to solve the disappearance of his brother, Nils. He, without witnesses, reveals that he had also been abused by Nils. Alexandra, Anders and himself had sought revenge and drowned their abuser in a frozen lake. 
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