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Scriptural quotations in this book are taken from 
the New King James Version. 
Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Italicized emphases are often added by this author.  
In regard to baptism, 
the more literal translation of “in” for the Greek 
word “en” is inserted in place of the word “with.”
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This brief book is being offered so as to distinguish several related and significant beliefs of Pentecostal churches from those held by most other Evangelical churches.  We will also include related beliefs held by the branch known as “Oneness Pentecostals.”  At the outset, let me emphasize that there are many beliefs that Pentecostals adhere to that are in common with other Evangelicals.  For example, consider the following three (including points of difference):

1.  Similar to other Evangelicals, Pentecostals believe that a person is saved through faith in Christ; however, they believe that the “baptism in (or ‘with’) the Holy Spirit” is an experience that occurs some time after salvation––and not applied to all believers.

2.  Similar to other Evangelicals, Pentecostals believe in the inspired Word of God prophesying of a “baptism in (or ‘of ’) fire”; however, they interpret this in terms of the baptism in the Spirit and not in regard to a judgment.

3.  Similar to other Evangelicals, Pentecostals believe in “the gifts of the Holy Spirit”; however, they do not distinguish between those gifts that have been evidenced throughout this Church Age, and those miraculous gifts that were evidenced only in the days of the early church.

In the following chapters, we will consider these teachings and related issues, based on the Word of God.  These teachings and issues are found in the following Trinitarian Pentecostal and “Full Gospel” groups (listed in the order of their size): Assemblies of God, Apostolic Church, Foursquare Church, Church of God (Cleveland and Tennessee), Church of God in Christ, Church of Pentecost, and other denominations and groups.  We will also briefly consider the differing teachings of what are called “Oneness Pentecostal” churches, which deny the doctrine of the Trinity, such as the Apostolic World Christian Fellowship, Jesus Miracle Crusade, United Pentecostal Church International, Pentecostal Assembly of the World, and Apostolic Faith Mission Church of God, among others.

Several of the Pentecostal teachings relate to the topic of baptism, which is one reason I felt led to write this treatise.  There have been many viewpoints within the Christian faith regarding both water baptism and the baptism of the Spirit, which led me to research such topics in my doctoral studies, and to then write a Ph.D. dissertation entitled “Water Baptism and Spirit Baptism: As Taught in the Scriptures.”  That dissertation was condensed and made available as a book by Xlibris Publishing (both in print and as an e-book).  An “Expanded Edition” is also available as an e-book.  At times, in the following chapters, the reader will be invited to find further support in those books, noted with the abbreviation WBSB.

The following chapters include material from the author’s book on baptism, plus other clarifications.  At times, Dr. Warren Wiersbe is quoted from his series The Bible Exposition Commentary: New Testament (Colorado Springs: Victor Books, 2001).  Dr. Wiersbe’s writings have been very well received in Evangelical circles and he has been regarded as “the pastor’s pastor.”  In regard to this writer, Pastor Wiersbe was my professor in “Pastoral Theology” and was my pastoring mentor at Moody Church as I prepared for ministry.

Thank you for considering what is presented here.  It is my prayer that the Holy Spirit will illumine our understanding of God’s Word and for us to apply it in ways that honor God.  Please consider joining me in offering the following prayer to God:


Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for the God-breathed, inspired truth of the Holy Scriptures and for the illuminated light of Your Word.  Please allow Your Holy Spirit to guide me in understanding Your Word and in applying it to my life, I pray, in the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord, amen.
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Chapter 1
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The Baptism in the Holy Spirit Prophesied and Fulfilled
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The New Testament identifies two kinds of baptisms that Christians can experience.  One is a baptism in water, which Christ ordained (as recorded in Matthew 28:18–20), and the other is the “baptism in the Holy Spirit,” prophesied by John the Baptist to be administered by Christ (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33).  Christ also spoke of that spiritual baptism and its benefits, which we will consider.

A major concern of Evangelicals is to distinguish between these two baptisms, particularly since a few large branches and denominations within Christendom falsely teach that when a person is baptized in water, that event (or “sacrament”) also brings about the baptism in the Spirit.  Such is the teaching in Roman Catholicism and in Eastern Orthodoxy.  Trinitarian Pentecostals are quite right to distinguish between those two kinds of baptisms as occurring at different times, though Oneness Pentecostals do not make such a distinction.  Consider the following three points: 

1.  When the initial baptism in the Spirit came upon the 120 disciples on the Day of Pentecost, it was not accompanied by water baptism.  There was the sound of wind and the sight of what looked like flames, but no water (Acts 2:1–4).

2.  When other groups of people were later baptized in the Spirit, it was not given as they were being baptized in water, including Samaritans (Acts 8:12, 14–17), Gentiles (Acts 10:44–46, 48), and Ephesian believers (Acts 19:1–5, 6).

3.  There is one example of an individual (Simon the Sorcerer) who was baptized with water, yet was not baptized in the Spirit, since he was a hypocrite and not a true believer (Acts 8:13, 20–21).

It should be noted, however, that most Trinitarian Pentecostals teach that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is an experience that occurs after a person is regenerated (such as in it being a “second blessing”).  While Jesus’ eleven disciples were saved prior to the Holy Spirit coming upon them on Pentecost Sunday, they were, however, not indwelt by the Spirit of God.  Jesus, Himself, had prophesied: “the Spirit of truth . . . dwells with [Gk.: para; ‘beside’] you, and will be in [Gk.: en; ‘in’] you” (John 14:17; cf. 14:16–18, 25–26; 15:26; 16:7–15).  The Apostle Paul clarified that all true believers have the Spirit dwelling within them.  He wrote to the Roman believers: “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His” (Rom. 8:9; cf. 2:28–29; 5:5; 8:1–2, 8–17).  The initial “baptism” of the Spirit to Jews and then Gentiles included the indwelling and filling of the Spirit (i.e., Acts 2:4; 10:44–45).  Furthermore, the baptism of the Spirit is also characterized as including a baptism into Christ and His Church, as we will see in upcoming chapters (e.g., Rom. 6:1–14; Gal. 3:23–29).  Paul taught: “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body––whether Jews or Greeks [i.e., Gentiles]” (I Cor. 12:13; cf. 2:12–13; 3:16; 12:12–31).

Evangelicals interpret the Bible as teaching that the baptism in the Spirit occurs at the point of salvation (also known as “regeneration”) and is the means through which a believer is indwelt and sealed by the Holy Spirit.  (In addition to the passages referenced above, see also John 7:38–39; I Corinthians 6:19–20; Galatians 3:2–9; 4:4–7; Titus 3:4–7; I John 3:23–24; and 4:13–16.)  
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John the Baptist and Christ Prophesied of the Baptism in the Spirit

All four Gospels quote John the Baptist as having prophesied that Jesus would baptize in “the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33).  For example, Matthew 3:11–12 quotes John the Baptist as having said:


I indeed baptize you in [Gk.: “en”] water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He [Christ] will baptize you in [Gk.: en] the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fan is in [Gk.: en] His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. (cf. Luke 3:15–17)


John was making a distinction, stating that he baptized in water, but Christ would baptize with a much more important baptism––in the Holy Spirit.  His was a baptizing “unto repentance”; however, Christ’s baptizing in the Spirit would bring about regeneration––spiritual life, as we will see.  The baptizings administered by John were in preparation for Christ’s coming; Christ, however, would baptize in identification and even in union with God.  One key is to remember that the “baptism in the Spirit” is a spiritual kind of baptism, not a physical
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