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Sarah Thompson stood in the kitchen of their sprawling ranch house, her hands buried in dough for the cornbread she baked every Saturday morning, the rhythm of kneading a small anchor in the storm that had become her marriage. Brad was out in the workshop again, tinkering with a tractor part that didn’t really need fixing. She could see him through the window, hunched over the bench, his movements slow and deliberate, the metal cage locked around his cock glinting whenever he shifted under the fluorescent light. He had put it on himself three months ago, the day they signed the contract with Jacob.

Jacob Hayes was twenty-eight, broad-shouldered, skin the deep burnished brown of earth turned over after rain, and he moved through the ranch like he owned every acre of it—which, in a way, he now did. Brad paid him well, far more than any farmhand deserved, because Jacob’s real job wasn’t mending fences or branding cattle. His real job was Sarah.

It had started with a conversation whispered in the dark after another failed round of fertility treatments. Brad’s voice had cracked when he admitted the truth: his sperm count was too low, his motility almost nonexistent. The doctors had been blunt. Sarah had cried silently into her pillow. Then Brad, ever the problem-solver, ever the man who believed money could fix anything, had done his research. He found forums, private groups, men like him who wanted heirs but couldn’t produce them the usual way. Men who were willing to pay for discretion, for strength, for potency.

Jacob had answered the ad with a single photograph: shirtless, leaning against a barn door, jeans low on his hips, the outline of his cock thick and unmistakable even through denim. Sarah had stared at that photo longer than she cared to admit. Brad had arranged the meeting. Jacob had shaken Brad’s hand, looked Sarah straight in the eye, and said, “Ma’am, I’ll give you what you need. No strings, no mess. Just a baby.”

But there were strings. There were always strings.

The first time happened in the hayloft, late afternoon sun slanting through the boards, dust motes dancing like tiny witnesses. Brad had led her up the ladder himself, his face flushed, cage visibly straining. He had kissed her forehead, whispered, “For us,” and then retreated to the workshop to listen through the baby monitor he’d hidden in the rafters.

Sarah remembered the weight of Jacob’s hands on her hips, the way he hadn’t rushed. He had undressed her slowly, calloused thumbs brushing the sides of her breasts, tracing the faint stretch marks from the weight she’d gained and lost over years of hoping. He had murmured against her throat, “You’re beautiful, Mrs. Thompson. Been thinking about this since the day I walked onto this land.”

She had trembled, not from fear but from the sudden, overwhelming reality of being wanted—truly, physically wanted
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