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 Foreword

First of all, thank you for choosing this
book. This book is just an introduction to the basic concepts in
the study of the foreign policy of Pakistan. I have taught an
introductory course in university classes. This book is a
collection of handouts that I prepared as course material to
facilitate my students. I hope this collection would help the
reader to understand the concepts regarding the foreign policy of
Pakistan.
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Introduction

In order to study foreign policy of Pakistan
it is better to divide the whole period from 1947 to today in six
durians which are given below:


	
The
era of
neutrality 1947-1953



	
The
era of
Alliance 1954-1962



	
The
era of
Bilateralism
1963-1978



	
The
era of
Non-Alignment 1979-1989



	
The
era of
Post-Cold War 1990-2001



	
Post 9/11
Era





Foreign Policy of Pakistan

Pakistan's Foreign Policy seeks to protect,
promote and advance Pakistan's national interests in the comity of
nations” Muhammad Ali Jinnah's Vision on 15 August 1947, outlining
the foreign policy of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam observed:

“Our objective should be peace within and
peace without. We want to live peacefully and maintain cordial and
friendly relations with our immediate neighbors and with the world
at large. We have no aggressive designs against anyone. We stand by
the United Nations Charter and will gladly make our contribution to
the peace and prosperity of the world.”

The foreign policy of Pakistan sets out in
the way it interacts with foreign nations and to determine its
standard of interactions for its organizations, corporations, and
individual citizens. Backed by the semi-agricultural and
semi-industrialized economy, Pakistan is the 42nd largest (nominal
GDP) and 23rd largest (purchasing) economic power and 6th largest
military in the world, with a defense budget of US$11.4 billion
(2018) 4.0% of its GDP (2018).

The Foreign Minister of Pakistan is the
official charged with state-to-state diplomacy, although the Prime
minister maintains ultimate authority over foreign policy. The
state foreign policy includes defining the national interest, as
well as the economic interest and strategies chosen both to
safeguard that and to achieve its policy goals.

Historical Overview

Since its independence in 1947, Pakistan's
foreign policy has encompassed difficult relations with the Soviet
Union (USSR) who maintained close military and ideological
interaction with neighboring countries such as Afghanistan (in the
West) and India (in East). During most of 1947–1991, the USSR
support was given to the Republic of India, over which it has
fought three wars on the Kashmir conflict. During the 1960s,
Pakistan's relations with and Afghanistan have also been extremely
difficult due to the latter's contest over the Durand Line. The
foreign relations with Iran, Saudi Arabia, and China remain
extremely important and based on the extensive cooperation in
national security and economic interests in the Persian Gulf and
wide-ranging bilateral relations with the United States and other
Western countries. Pakistan had "on-off relations" with the United
States, Pakistan assisted President Nixon reproach with China and
other East Asian countries.

In 1947, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, founder of the
state of Pakistan, clearly described the principles and objectives
of Pakistan's foreign policy in a broadcast message, which is
featured prominently in a quotation on the homepage of Pakistan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs website:

"The foundation of our foreign policy is friendship with all
nations across the globe".

Core principles of Pakistan’s Foreign
Policy


	
To protect the sovereignty



	
To resolve the Kashmir issue



	
To establish peace in Afghanistan



	
To establish cordial relations with its
neighbors



	
Safeguarding National Security and territorial
integrity



	
Robust economic relations with the economic
giants



	
Social and economic development



	
Securing peace in the region















Kashmir Issue

Historical Background

Since the partition of the Indian
subcontinent into India and Pakistan in 1947, the Kashmir dispute
has been an intractable one between them. They fought three wars
over it in 1948, 1965, and 1999, but have not been able to resolve
it. The partition left the fate of over 550 princely states
undecided. They were required to accede to either of the two states
on the basis of the geographical location and wishes of their
people.

The state of Jammu and Kashmir should have
acceded to Pakistan because of its Muslim majority population and
geographical location, but this did not happen when Mahraja Hari
Singh seek military assistance from India to resist the Pakistani
tribal’s attacks and ultimately signed the ‘Instrument of
Accession’ with India. Eventually, Indian forces intervened and
captured the state of Jammu and Kashmir. From that day Kashmir
dispute has been the core issue between both Pakistan and India,
which also had kept the security of entire South Asia at stake
because of their extensive nuclear capability.

So, the Kashmir issue has been a major bone
of contention from the day of independence, resulted in three wars,
numerous conflicts between India and Pakistan, and severely rigid
diplomacy. The United Nations Security Council had tried to resolve
the dispute by declaring that the accession of Jammu and Kashmir to
India or Pakistan should be decided through the democratic method
by holding a free and fair plebiscite but India had rejected any
mediation which opposed its claim regarding Kashmir.

Strategic Importance

Kashmir’s strategic importance lies in the
fact that its borders meet with China and Afghanistan and also is
close to Russia. Almost all the rivers which flow through Pakistan,
originate from Kashmir, that’s why both the countries ignore
stepping back claiming of this territory.

Efforts to Resolve Kashmir Issue

The failure of diplomacy to resolve the
Kashmir issue attracted international and regional attention to it.
After the wars of 1948, 1962, and 1965, determined efforts were
made to resolve this issue. In 1948, the United Nations became
deeply involved but India didn’t show flexibility. After the
India-China border War of 1962, there were intense but fruitless
American and British efforts to bridge a gap between India and
Pakistan. The end of the 1965 warsaw Soviet Union as a regional
peacemaker. The Soviets did manage to promote a peace treaty at
Tashkent, but this could not establish peace in the region and soon
Indian involvement in East Pakistan led to her separation in
1970-71.

The most consistent feature of great power
influence on the Kashmir problem has been its ineffectiveness.
Besides Cold war rivalries, both the United States and the Soviet
Union have played significant, often parallel and cooperative roles
in the subcontinent. Both Washington and Moscow made several
inconclusive efforts to mediate the dispute or bring about its
peaceful resolution but were distrustful of anything more.

The Soviet Union, the United States, and
China have different policies towards the Kashmir dispute according
to their own interests. In the beginning, all of them showed
neutrality but with the changing world’s politics and dimensions,
they formulate their concerns regarding Kashmir.

China‘s Kashmir policy has passed through
different stages. In the first phase, from 1949 to the 1960s, China
avoided siding with either India or Pakistan; instead, it favored a
resolution of the issue through peaceful settlements and also
opposed the role of the UN and the United States to mediate Kashmir
issue. The second phase started in the early 1960s and lasted till
1970. Sino-Indian border war of 1962 started hostility between
India and China resulted in close relations with Pakistan. China
stood by Pakistan on Kashmir issue with firm support for the right
of self-determination. But in the 1970s, China adopted a neutral
policy on Kashmir issue as its relations were normal with India;
this was reflected during Kargil conflict and Indo-Pak military
possible conflict in 2001-2002.

Current Situation

Recently, on 5th August 2019, the
Indian government, through a presidential order, snatched the
special status of Kashmir, granted under article 370. The Lok
Sabah, India’s lower house, overwhelmingly voted in favor of the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Bill with 370 to 70. Currently,
the entire valley is under lockdown by around one hundred thousand
personnel. The fresh menace of violence and torture on women and
children has been reported by international media, Amnesty
International, and the UN’s human rights wing.

Pakistan still believes in a peaceful
solution of Kashmir issue, as per the will of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, and in the light of more than a dozen resolutions of
the UN on the matter. But, the post-August 5 scenario is
challenging for Pakistan at political as well as diplomatic
level.

Consequences

The normal relations between India and
Pakistan on Kashmir would bring benefits to the United States.
Indo-Pak tensions are especially dangerous because they bring two
nuclear states on the brink of war. They divert Pakistan from
fighting terrorists and militants on their own soils. India and
Pakistan need to engage in combined bilateral talks on all
important issues. Continuing tensions over Kashmir will weaken any
initiative to bring stability to South Asia as well as bring about
the risk of a nuclear war. It will be quite right by assuming that
Kashmir is the root cause of much of the militancy in South
Asia.

Conclusion

It is necessary for the international
community to realize that peace and stability in South Asia can
only be guaranteed if all outstanding disputes between Pakistan and
India, including the Kashmir dispute, should be resolved because
Pakistan has become a frontline state against the Global War of
terrorism. The best solution of the Kashmir dispute could be the
right of self-determination which should be given to Kashmiris in
order to give them the right to decide to whom they want to
accede.











Common Wealth

Commonwealth is the name of an international
organization. Queen Elizabeth II is the head of this organization.
This organization can also be called an intergovernmental
organization. It is sometimes called an organization of
“like-minded” peoples or an organization of peoples with a “common
way of life.

Institutional framework.

The total members of this organization are
54 including the United Kingdom. The member states are not bound to
join it. They can join it or withdraw from it. The member states
are from different races, cultures, traditions, and from different
economic backgrounds but all share a common language, to some
extent similar administrative as well as judicial systems. Almost
all the members of this organization were once the colonies of
Britain. This organization has certain principles although it has
no constitutional structure and those principles are the promotion
of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, free trade, human
rights, and multilateralism. All the member states work with each
other within a framework of these principles.

Significance for member countries.

If any Commonwealth member country wants to
promote its economy then this forum may prove very helpful for her
because it is evident that many developed, as well as
underdeveloped countries, develop their economies on this forum
through different agreements. For the development of the countries
in economic and social sectors, the organization’s secretariat
provides technical assistance to the particular government of the
respective country. Commonwealth Secretary-General is called the
head of the secretariat. It is the central agency of Commonwealth
which maintains interaction and cooperation among member
states.

The Commonwealth games are very popular in
the world. After every 4 years, these games are held. The goal of
these games is to promote friendly relations between Commonwealth
countries and to share their sporting and cultural heritage.
Another important feature of the Commonwealth is that of
literature. Commonwealth writer’s prize is also given to the best
writers to encourage the best writers of the member countries.

Pakistan and Commonwealth.

Pakistan is also a member of the
Commonwealth and is one of the countries that got freedom from
British rule. After independence Pakistan, as well as India, became
members of the Commonwealth.

There are two groups of people who give
their opinion regarding the membership of Pakistan in the
Commonwealth. One school of thought has the opinion that Pakistan
should have not joined the Commonwealth because Pakistan rejected
Mountbatten as its Governor-General while India accepted his offer.
So India would have more good relations with Commonwealth then
Pakistan and if any issue arises between the two states then
Britain would likely favour India. The second school of thought has
the opinion that Pakistan should not withdraw from it because the
problems that Pakistan is facing can be solved through this
platform. They have the opinion that on this forum every country is
considered equal and many issues with India and other countries can
be resolved on the basis of equality.

Historically, the first school of thought
proves its point of view through uninterested or at least far
behind then the required role of the Commonwealth in the solution
of Kashmir problem. The United Nations and Commonwealth could not
give substantial results on many longstanding issues between both
neighbors. The right of self-determination has not been given to
the people of Kashmir and they are still being oppressed and
persecuted by the Indian state. So, from this example, an opinion
has developed that the membership of the Commonwealth has not been
as worthwhile as was being expected. However, if the opinion of the
second school of thought is analyzed one comes to realize that the
membership of this organization is not only a source of pessimism.
Pakistan can get many benefits through this forum with a practical
approach. As the Security issue is a very serious concern for
Pakistan, it can get help from this forum and can try to meet this
serious challenge. Furthermore, Pakistan can get technical
assistance from other member countries to improve its security
apparatus. Pakistan is a developing country and its economy is
declining day by day. So Pakistan can improve its economy as many
other member countries have used this platform to develop their
economies.

So it can be concluded that the membership
of this forum can be used for better results if careful and
emotion-free diplomacy is practiced. In the past, there were many
ups and downs in the relationship between Pakistan and The
Commonwealth. History vindicates the fact that in 1974 when
Pakistan withdrew from this organization it was in loss and it
faced severe consequences. In 1989 it rejoined this organization
and till now it has been a member of this organization.
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The Era of Neutrality 1947-53

Indo-Pak Crisis (1949-51)

Throughout 1949-51, there was no direct military
conflict between two dominions, and several meetings, conferences,
and agreements were signed on different questions which were
prevailing in the initial important years of independence.

The major crisis between Pakistan and India in
1949-51 were legitimate and were under consideration throughout
these years.

There is a number
of conflicting issues between India and Pakistan but Kashmir
is the core issue that has decisively led to the worsening of their
relationship. The disputed Kashmir State has assumed much strategic
importance for both countries and has become the cause of arms race
between them. Throughout these three years, a number of series of
direct and indirect talks have been held between India and Pakistan
to normalize the relationship for seeking a just solution
of Kashmir dispute but every attempt has failed primarily due
to Indian indifferent approach towards the
issue.

The war on Kashmir which had
started earlier, ended on 1 January 1949, with the establishment of
a ceasefire line through a resolution by Security Council. The
status of the territory remained in dispute because an agreed
referendum to confirm the accession was never
held. 

The cease-fire has remained in existence since 1949.
No plebiscite has been held and thus the Kashmir issue remains
disputed and unresolved.

At the time of independence, many communal riots
broke out in different areas of India and Pakistan. These riots had
a great impact on the status of minorities in the two nations. Due
to brutal killings by the majority community



	



	



	








Liaquat-Nehru pact






	



	



	































Water Dispute
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