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The author’s illustrative assessment of North Korea and South Korea.
The images/photos at the end of the book are not my creation,

but were accessible to the general public. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Christians must pray
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Christians must pray for a country that is made to bow down to statues of its leaders. That nation is shut off from the rest of the world more than most nations are. I refer to North Korea.

But before getting into detail about North Korea, we have to establish what prayer is. And keep in mind that prayers and blessings are connected.

The first thoughts about prayer must come from the Lord’s prayer. Jesus said, ‘But you, when you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father in secret. Your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, don't babble on and on like the pagans, who think God will hear them better if they talk a lot. Don't be like them, because your Father knows what you need before you ask him. You, therefore, pray like this:


Our Father in heaven! May your Name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us the food we need today. Forgive us for what we have done wrong, as we too have forgiven those who have wronged us. And do not lead us into hard testing, but keep us safe from the Evil One. For kingship, power and glory are yours forever. Amen.



Generated from that are other fundamental prayers. Prayers and blessings are fundamental in worshiping the God of Israel. The Siddur, the Jewish prayer book, contains prayers and blessings used as a liturgy in the house of worship.

Such liturgy is often misunderstood among certain believers who may view standardized prayers as an empty ritual. However, with any element of worship (whether prayer, songs or Scripture readings), the liturgy is a tool to evoke worship. Worship occurs in the heart.

Inherent in any worship service is the risk of distracted participation when we sing, recite and listen without a truly worshipful attitude. The concept of the right mindset for worship is called kavanah in Hebrew. It includes three aspects:

	Directing your heart to focus on what you’re hearing and saying;

	Cultivating a personal experience with God around the content;

	Active worship, as opposed to merely participating in the motions of worship.


The components of kavanah parallel God’s command to worship Him will all our heart, soul and strength (Deuteronomy 6:5). Prayers and blessings should awaken genuine, wholehearted worship and praise. The Holy Ghost will show believers in God how to pray, especially once prayer has started.

The following are some of the central prayers and blessings used by Jews and Christians.

Yeshua (Jesus) mentioned the Shema when referencing the greatest commandment. While it is not literally a prayer or a blessing, the Shema is the heart and soul of Jewish prayer. It is the declaration of faith for Jewish people, and Jesus said salvation is of the Jews (which means we can learn from Jews about salvation). The entire Shema contains three parts: Deuteronomy 6:4‒9, Deuteronomy 11:13‒21, and Numbers 15:37‒41. The first portion includes the Shema and the Vahavta.

Shema means “hear” and is the first word of Deuteronomy 6:4. The Shema is spoken at least twice a day by observant Jews, at morning and evening shul services. Many Jewish people also say it at night before going to bed. Here it is:


Hear O Israel! The Lord our God, the Lord is One. Blessed is the name of His glorious kingdom for all eternity.



Yeshua referred to the first verse of the Vahavta in the context of being part of the greatest commandment (Matthew 22:36‒38). The Vahavta is found in Deuteronomy 6:5‒9. The Jewish customs of tefillin and mezuzot grew out of obedience to the commands of God contained within the Vahavta.

The Aleinu is a prayer recited near the end of every Jewish prayer service. The word aleinu means “it is our duty to praise.” The prayer directs the congregants’ hearts to their responsibility as Jewish people (whom God chose and set apart) to praise Him as the Master of all. It expresses gratitude for God’s covenant with the Jewish people and highlights His worthiness of all praise.

The Aleinu looks ahead to the Messianic Age when God restores all things and when “every knee will bow” to Him. Those same words are used by the apostle Paul in referring to Yeshua (Philippians 2:10).

It is necessary for us to praise the Master of all, to exalt the Creator of the world. We must bow down and acknowledge before the King of Kings that there is none like Him. For He stretched forth the heavens like a tent and established the earth. Truly there is none like the Lord and King of Israel.

The Torah says that you shall know this day and reflect in your heart that it is the Lord who is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath: there is none else.

As a prayer, we could say: ‘We hope, O Lord our God, to soon behold Your majestic glory, when all abominations shall be removed and all false gods shall be at an end. Then shall the world be perfected under the rule of the Lord Almighty and all mankind shall call upon Your name. For to You every knee must bow and every tongue declare that You are God. Reign over us soon and forever. May the kingdom of David’s greater Son be established forever. For then shall the words be fulfilled, “the Lord shall be King forever,” and “the Lord shall be King over all the earth; on that day, the Lord shall be One, and His name One.”’

Then there is the Mourner’s Kaddish. It became the traditional prayer to recite after losing a loved one. Surprisingly, it is not a prayer seeking comfort from God. Instead, it praises God, acknowledging His greatness and sovereignty. The fact that this particular prayer was adopted for mourning speaks volumes of the Jewish heart of worship, understanding that God deserves our constant praise, even in the midst of loss and suffering.
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North Korea is a country in East Asia. It occupies the northern portion of the Korean peninsula, which juts out from the Asian mainland between the East Sea (Sea of Japan) and the Yellow Sea. North Korea covers about 55 percent of the peninsula’s land area. The country is bordered by China and Russia to the north, and by the Republic of Korea (South Korea) to the south. The national capital, Pyongyang, is a major industrial and transport center near the west coast of North Korea.

North Korea faces South Korea across a demilitarized zone (DMZ). The DMZ is 2.5 miles wide: it was established by the terms of the 1953 armistice that ended fighting in the Korean War. The DMZ, which runs for about 150 miles, constitutes the 1953 military cease-fire line and roughly follows latitude 38 North (called the 38th parallel) from the mouth of the Han River on the west coast of the Korean peninsula to a little south of the North Korean town of Kosŏng on the east coast.

Mountains and valleys characterize most of North Korea. The Kaema Highlands in the northeast have an average elevation of 3,300 feet above sea level and form the topographic heights of the entire Korean peninsula. Mount Paektu (9,022 feet high), the highest mountain in North Korea and on the peninsula, rises in the Changbaek (Changbai) Mountains along the Sino-Korean border; it is an extinct volcano topped by a large crater lake. The Nangnim Mountains run from north to south through the middle of the country, forming a divide between the eastern and western slopes of the peninsula. The Kangnam and Myohyang ranges and Mounts Onjin and Myorak, all structural extensions of the Nangnim Mountains, extend parallel to each other toward the southwest. Large river-valley plains have developed between the western mountains; they merge along the narrow, irregular coastal plain on the west coast. The Hamgyŏng Mountains, extending from the Nangnim Mountains to the northeast, form a steep slope between the Kaema Highlands and the East Sea. The Taebaek Mountains extend from southeastern North Korea into South Korea along the eastern coast; one peak, Mount Kumgang (5,374 feet high), is celebrated for its scenic beauty.

The longest river of North Korea is the Yalu, in Korean it is called the River Amnok. It rises on the southern slope of Mount Paektu and flows southwestward for about 500 miles to its mouth on Korea Bay. The Tumen (Tuman) River begins at Mount Paektu, but runs northeastward for about 325 miles to the East Sea. There are no large streams along the east coast, except for the Tumen River, and all the seemingly significant rivers, such as the Yalu, Chongchon, Taedong, Chaeryong, and Yesong, drain to the Yellow Sea. The relatively large valley plains of the western rivers are major agricultural regions.

More than three-fifths of the soils are locally derived from the weathering of granitic rocks or various kinds of schists (crystalline rocks). The soils are generally brownish, abundant in sandy materials, and low in fertility. Well-developed reddish brown soils derived from limestone are found in North Hwanghae province and the southern part of South Pyongan province. Podzols (ash-gray forest soil) have developed in the Kaema Highlands as a result of the cold climate and coniferous forest cover there. Although most of the soils are infertile and lack organic content, the valleys and coastal plains have relatively rich soils.

North Korea has a generally cool climate. The winter season, from December to March, is long and cold; average temperatures in January range between about 20 F in the south and −10 F in the northern interior. The summer, from June to September, is warm, with average July temperatures above the upper 60s F in most places.

About three-fifths of the annual precipitation falls from June to September; this heavy concentration of rainfall is related to the humid summer monsoon from the Pacific Ocean, which produces typhoons (tropical cyclones). Only a small portion of the total precipitation occurs in winter, generally as snow. There are about 200 frost-free days along the coast, but fewer than 120 frost-free days in the northern Kaema Highlands.

Vegetation on the highlands, especially around Mount Paektu, consists of coniferous trees such as the Siberian fir, spruce, pine, and Korean pine. The western lowlands were originally covered by mixed forests with many types of plants, but now there are only remote patches of the original forests. Most of the lowlands are now cultivated, except for some of the hills that are covered with small pine groves mixed with oaks, lindens, maples, and birches. Along streams that are subject to flooding or where the ground is too stony for cultivation, reeds, wild mulberry trees, and Italian poplars are found. Common river fish include carp and eels.

The populations of deer, mountain antelope, goats, tigers, and leopards have greatly decreased and are restricted to the remote forests. In the plains, it is still possible to see wild pigeons, herons, cranes (which nest near areas of human habitation), and many migratory waterfowl, which alight in the rice fields.

The DMZ has become an impressive nature preserve. Once farmland and subsequently a devastated battleground, the DMZ has lain almost untouched since the end of hostilities in 1953 and has reverted to nature to a large extent, making it one of the most pristine undeveloped areas in Asia. The zone contains many forests, bays, and wetlands frequented by migratory birds. It serves as a sanctuary for hundreds of types of birds, among them the white-naped and red-crowned cranes, and is home to dozens of kinds of fish, and Asiatic black bears, lynxes, and other mammals.

The Korean peninsula is one of the regions in the world which contains people who mainly are like each other ethnically. The North Korean population, which has been largely isolated since 1945, is almost entirely Korean; a tiny number of Chinese constitute the only other significant ethnic group. All Koreans speak the Korean language, whose relationship to other languages is disputed; it may be related to Japanese, and it contains many Chinese loanwords. The Korean script, known in North Korea as Choson Muntcha, and in South Korea as hangul, is composed of phonetic symbols for the 10 vowels and 14 consonants. In North Korea, a systematic effort has been made to eliminate Chinese and Western loanwords, as well as any vestiges of the Japanese language imposed during the colonial period, and Choson Muntcha has been used exclusively without Chinese characters in newspapers and other publications since 1945.
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Historically, the way of life and the value system of Koreans were based fundamentally on Confucian thought. To a lesser extent, Buddhism was also important. Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries arrived in the 1700s; Sunchon and Pyongyang were major centers of Christian activities. The Japanese occupation beginning in the early 1900s brought increasing repression of Christianity, and by the end of World War II there were no foreign missionaries left in the country.

The monotheistic religion of Chondogyo (“Teaching of the Heavenly Way”), originally known as Tonghak (“Eastern Learning”), was founded by the Confucian teacher Choe Che-u in 1860. A combination largely of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Christianity, Chondogyo played a leading role in the March 1st Movement of 1919. Shamanism - the religious belief in gods, demons, and ancestral spirits responsive to a priest, or shaman - existed in Korea before the introduction of Buddhism and Confucianism; its practice has nearly died out in North Korea.

The communist regime has constitutionally confirmed freedom of religion, but does not practice it. Chondogyo has been used for propaganda purposes, and from the late 1900s Christianity was sometimes used as a means for contact with South Korea and the West. After the Korean War, churches and Buddhist temples were confiscated and looted, and many were converted to other purposes. Religious activity generally has remained under state control, although in the last 50 years there was some increase in independent practices.

Although North Korea’s official name is the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, in reality it functions as a totalitarian regime. Driven by a paranoid tyrannical leader, persecution pervades every aspect of civic, social, family, and private life. While formally North Korea is an atheistic country, its constitution nominally grants freedom of religious belief, but prohibits the use of religion for drawing in foreign forces; the government sees religion as an element which can harm the State. According to the document, ‘The government treats religion as a threat to the state-propagated ideology known as Juche, which preaches self-reliance and self-development.’

Under North Korea’s songbun system, citizens are classified based on their perceived loyalty to the state. Religious practitioners belong to the “hostile” class, which limits their access to educational and employment opportunities, as well as other state benefits.  North Korea has a network of prison camps (kyohwaso) and labor training camps (rodongdanryondae) to house an estimated thousands of prisoners of conscience and other citizens declared “enemies of the state.” Experts estimate that tens of thousands of these prisoners are Christians, the majority of whom were arrested by the Ministry of State Security because they possessed a Bible.

Christians are particularly vulnerable for targeting because they are viewed as having ties with Western countries, and thus posing a threat of foreign infiltration.

In its 2020 Annual Report, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) outlined the situation in greater depth: “There are no formally registered, independent houses of worship in North Korea. The government has established several state-sponsored religious organizations and permits five churches to operate in Pyongyang. However, human rights groups and defectors from the country allege that these institutions exist merely to provide the illusion of religious freedom.’’

Anyone caught practicing religion or even suspected of harboring religious views in private is subject to severe punishment, including arrest, torture, imprisonment, and execution. The possession and distribution of religious texts remains a criminal offense under North Korean law, so the conversion of others seems impossible. Being found with mere pages of a Bible could result in immediate death or imprisonment in one of the terrible prison or labor camps where slave labor, torture, deprivation, and death are commonplace. Despite these realities, it is estimated that there are 200,000 “secret” Christians in North Korea at any given time.

Numerous nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) monitoring persecution have identified North Korea as the most obvious country for persecution of Christians. These organizations include:

	Amnesty International,

	Aid to the Church in Need,

	Human Rights Watch,

	Open Doors.


In particular, Human Rights Watch describes North Korea as “one of the world’s most repressive states, where the government restricts all civil and political liberties, including freedom of expression, assembly, association and religion.” According to one report published by Open Doors, at least 200,000 Christians have gone missing. The Open Doors 2020 World Watch List rated North Korea number one for persecution of Christians and others who pose a threat to the strict communist totalitarian system of government.

A 2014 UN inquiry into abuses of human rights in North Korea concluded that “the gravity, scale and nature of these violations reveal a state that does not have
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