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            To understand this Epistle, one needs to understand the city in which the Corinthian believers lived. After remaining dormant for almost a hundred years, the city of Corinth was refounded by Julius Caesar in 44 BC as a Roman colony. Due to its strategic location for trade, both north-south and east-west, by Paul's time (a hundred years later) it had become the largest city in Roman Greece. According to ancient standards, it was a relatively new city, but it had quickly become cosmopolitan (having attracted people from all over the empire) and filled with nouveau riche. It was also a very religious city (all immigrants brought their deities with them), but at the same time morally decadent. So those who had become believers came from among this diverse population, both slaves and free, Gentiles and Jews (12:13), who brought with them much of their previous baggage to the Christian faith.
It is important when reading 1 Corinthians to be aware that the opposition to Paul in this letter (4:3-5, 18-21; 9:1, 2) was not from outside—as in Galatians, 2 Corinthians 10-13, and 1 Thessalonians—but from within the church itself. A careful reading suggests that he and they (at least many of them) disagree on everything. It may be that they have either misunderstood or deliberately misinterpreted an earlier letter from Paul in which he prohibited certain immoralities (1 Cor 5:9, 10) and have written to him to tell him why they think they are right and he is wrong (chaps. 8-10; 12-14). The behavior of some of them, about which they have not written, is so grotesquely unchristian that Paul is horrified that a Christian community has come to believe as they do. At times, it is even possible to distinguish where Paul is quoting their words, often in agreement with their statements but in disagreement with the way they understand them (6:12, 13; 7:1, 2; 8:1, 4).
The main point of disagreement is on the subject of being spiritual, which means being a person of the Spirit. This comes to the fore most sharply in chapters 12-15, where they apparently believe that speaking in tongues is speaking in the tongues of angels (13:1) and that they have thus already reached the highest state of spirituality, so much so that some do not need a bodily resurrection (6:13, 14; 15:12). This has also led them to a triumphalist philosophy of life in the present. Filled with the "wisdom" of the Spirit, they see Paul's weaknesses as evidence of inferior spirituality (4:6-21). Under such a stance, there is no room for the life of the cross. Hence the ease with which they reject Paul's point of view on so many issues. Most likely, their spirituality also lends itself to their low view of bodily activities (meaning that they can be carnal or spiritual at will). So some still argue against sexual life within marriage (7:1-7), and the traditional custom of covering one's head is being discarded "for the sake of the angels" (11:3-16 esp. v.10).
Paul's response to all this is to remind them that at the very heart of the gospel is a crucified Messiah, raised from the dead, and thus he frames this letter within two basic theological realities (the cross, 1:17-2:16; the resurrection, 15:1-58). Everything else in the letter must be understood in light of these two realities; in fact, the most crucial role of the Spirit is to reveal the cross as the key to God's wisdom (2:6-16).
Since Paul sees that the gospel itself is at stake (especially because of the Corinthians' rejection of the centrality of the cross in Christian life), we find that his mood varies within a wide range of emotions: confrontation (4:18-21; 9:1-12; 14:36-38), exhortation (4:15, 16; 10:31-11:1), sarcasm (4:8; 6:5, "the wise" are not wise enough to resolve the dispute!), irony (1:26-28, no one, in the name of wisdom, would have chosen them to be children of God!), eloquence (13:1-8), and ecstasy (15:51-57); but there is very little joy or pleasure at that moment in his relationship with this church (and 2 Corinthians tells us that this situation worsens rather than improves).
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Frankly, perhaps it is a wrong division that we make when an epistle like Romans is called doctrinal; and an epistle like Corinthians is called practical.

We do not believe that that kind of division can be maintained all the time, because in the epistle to the Romans we find many practical things and we have also enough doctrine here in the epistle to the Corinthians.

In the introduction to this epistle we wish to see, first of all, to whom it was addressed, and the circumstances surrounding the writing of this epistle. The letter was addressed to the church at Corinth. Paul wrote it from Ephesus in the years 55-57. Corinth was the most sinful place in the entire Roman Empire in the days of the apostle Paul, it has been called "The Bazaar of Vanity". It is located about 70 kilometers from the city of Athens, to the west, on an isthmus between the Peloponnese and mainland Greece. It was one of the most flourishing cities of ancient Greece at the time of the Roman Empire with three ports, two of which were of importance. Today it has lost its importance due to the construction of a canal, which eliminated the need to call at the city. In fact, it lost its former importance a long time ago.

When Greece was independent, Corinth was the capital of the Achaian league. Later, in 196 BC, Rome declared it a free city. In 146 B.C., it was totally destroyed by the Roman general Lucius Mummius, its treasures were taken to Rome and it remained in that condition for a century. One hundred years later it was rebuilt by Julius Caesar; this took place in 46 B.C., and the city regained all its former splendor. It was located on the isthmus already mentioned, and the trade of the whole world passed practically through the two ports of Corinth.

In Paul's day it had a population of about 400,000. The population consisted of people of Greek, Jewish, Italian and many other nationalities. Sailors, merchants, adventurers and refugees from the four corners of the Roman Empire roamed its streets. Here a sort of "Vanity Fair" took place. The vices coming from the east and the west were united in this place and contributed to the human degradation of the city.

Even religion itself was used for unworthy purposes. A magnificent temple had been built to the Greek goddess of beauty and love, Aphrodite, or Venus, according to the Roman name, in which thousands of priestesses served in a vile and immoral worship. These so-called priestesses, then, were nothing but prostitutes, because sex was there a religion.

There is something else to note here. Not only had religion become debased, but Greek philosophy was in decline. In the city all passions were given unbridled rein, and endless discussions arose. For that reason the apostle Paul said when he arrived: "Among you I did not want to know anything else but Jesus Christ and, more precisely, Jesus Christ crucified", according to chapter 2, verse 2 of this first letter, this was a city totally given over to pleasure, debauchery and alcoholism. In the Roman Empire they had invented a new word, it was "Corinthianize". When one had become Corinthianized, it meant that he had reached the limit of moral turpitude.

In this context of corruption in Corinth, the apostle Paul preached the Gospel. He founded a church there and later wrote two letters to them. He arrived in this city on his second missionary journey, and in this place he ended his third missionary journey. In Acts 18:1-18, we are presented with the account of the 18 months spent in Corinth. There he met Aquila and Priscilla. They had had to leave Rome because of an edict of Claudius the Roman emperor. One of the Roman writers informs us that the reason they had to leave was because of the disturbances caused by the persecution against the Jews in Rome.

Now, when Paul first came to Corinth, he preached in the synagogue, and as was often the case, a tumult arose. Paul was usually involved in public disorders, or renewal movements in the places he visited. And Corinth was no exception.

On his third missionary journey he stayed in Ephesus for a prolonged period. And there he carried out an extraordinary task in his missionary work. That area was probably the most evangelized. However, this caused some discomfort among the Corinthians, since they were very recent believers in the Christian faith and were insistently pressing Paul to visit them. Apparently, Paul wrote them a letter to correct some of the errors that had appeared in that church. They, in turn, wrote to him asking him questions about political, religious, domestic, moral and pagan issues. Paul, therefore, answered them by means of a letter that apparently did not reach us. The letter that followed later, to the reports that reached him, is the one we know as First Corinthians and the one we are going to consider in our studies. Later we see that Paul wrote a second letter to the Corinthians.

Now, in this First Epistle to the Corinthians the key point of the supremacy of Christ, the lordship of Jesus, is highlighted. This theme has great value because it constitutes the solution to the problems. Here we will see that Jesus Christ is the solution to correct moral, social and ecclesiastical disorders.

In this letter we will also find an exposition of the true doctrine of the resurrection. That makes the epistle a tremendously significant work. And we would like at this point to give the general divisions that we have in this letter.

A general outline divides it into three major sections:

1. The first 9 verses include the greeting and thanksgiving.

2. We have the condition of the church in Corinth. In that section, which extends from 1:10 to 11:34, the apostle Paul dealt with the low spiritual level of the Corinthians.

3. From chapter 12 to 16, we see that Paul spoke about spiritual matters; specifically, about spiritual gifts.

And these spiritual things are much more important than matters related to the physical nature. What is of real importance, and we think it is important to point out, is that more than two thousand years ago the Corinthian church was beset by problems. The believers had lost sight of their main objective and had turned away from the person of Christ. Consequently, they were overwhelmed with these problems.

It is really shocking to discover that the problems of the church today are the same ones that the church in Corinth had more than two thousand years ago. And we believe that the real problem today is that we have lost sight of the centrality of Christ crucified. We have equally neglected the lordship of Jesus Christ. Those were the problems then, and they continue to be the problems today. We therefore consider the study of this letter of the apostle Paul to be relevant for our day. We believe it is appropriate for us to begin now to see what we are being told here in
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The overall theme of this chapter emphasizes that the recognition of the centrality of Jesus Christ crucified constitutes the corrective for divisions. Let us then read verse 1, which begins the section of

Greetings and expressions of gratitude

"Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Brother Sosthenes."

Now, Paul makes it clear here what kind of apostle he was. God called him an apostle. God called him and the Lord Jesus Christ reached him on the road to Damascus. Then the Spirit of God taught him in the Arabian desert.

Now, Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God. And it was God's will that made him an apostle.

That is what is important and it is wonderful to be able to say: "I am where I am and I do what I do because of God's will". Dear reader, is that your situation? If you can say that, then you don't need to add that you are a happy person, that you are a joyful believer. And you are not only a happy and joyful believer, but you are well oriented in life. You are not frustrated. Oh, of course you may have problems, and unsettling experiences occasionally, deep down, your heart is overflowing with contentment. And it was with that feeling, with that certainty, that Paul could claim to be an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.

And "our brother Sosthenes" is also mentioned here. Apparently Sosthenes had brought Paul the message from the Corinthian church and now he was going to carry Paul's message to the church. And he joined Paul in sending these greetings. Now, let's read verse 2 of this chapter 1 of First Corinthians:

"to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours."

The letter was for "God's church. It is so called because He is the architect who designed the church. The message was addressed "to those sanctified in Christ Jesus".

Now, the church was located in Corinth, but it was in Christ Jesus, united to Him. The address of the letter was not important, but the person of Jesus Christ was extremely important. What does it mean to be a believer, a Christian? It means, Dear reader, to be in Christ, united to Christ. Where one resides in this world is purely incidental. The key question then is: Are you in Christ Jesus?

Paul, therefore, called those Christians "those sanctified in Christ Jesus". The word "sanctification" is used in several different ways, as we saw in our study of the epistle to the Romans. There is sanctification in terms of the believer's position in Christ. So when this word appears in connection with God the Father, or God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, it is generally used in this aspect of the believer's position. Now, when sanctification appears connected with the Holy Spirit, then it refers to practical sanctification. In verse 30 we will see that God has made Christ to be our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification and our deliverance. He is therefore our sanctification.

Well, sanctification is a position we have in Christ. If you have trusted in Him, He has been made your sanctification. And you are as saved today as you will be a million years from now, because you have been saved in Christ, and you cannot add anything to that fact.

But as for practical sanctification, that is something that varies in different people. Those in Corinth, for example, did not seem to be saints (in terms of their position) who were being sanctified. The action of the Holy Spirit was not very evident in their lives. But, because they were united to Christ, (and as we have just said) they were sanctified as to their position.

Then we read in this verse that the Corinthian believers were "called to be saints", but we can say that they are called saints without using that verb "to be" which is there to help in the Spanish expression and is not found in the original. It is the same as we have read in the first verse concerning Paul, where we can read "called apostle" instead of "called to be an apostle". We, in fact, are "called saints". You and I do not become saints because of what we do. We become saints because of our position in Christ. The word saint means set apart, separated unto God. Every believer should be set apart for God. For example, in the Old Testament, those old and worn out vessels in the tabernacle, later in the temple were called holy vessels. Holy? Yes, because they were dedicated to God's use. Now, on what basis is the son of God considered holy? Well, because he is dedicated to God's use. But that is a position that we have and on that basis, we are called holy. So we emphasize that we are not called holy because of what we do, but because we are united to Jesus Christ.

Now, we are told that they were called saints "with all who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours". This indicates that this letter was also addressed to the church at large, which is made up of all who call upon the Lord Jesus, whether they are in Corinth or anywhere in the world. And then Paul used his usual introduction "grace and peace". Let us continue reading verse 3:

"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."

These two words he used, grace and peace, always appear in this sequence. Grace, (Charis) was the word for greeting in the Greek world, Peace, corresponds to the Hebrew word Shalom, a form of greeting in the religious world. Paul combined the two words and elevated them to their highest level. You and I are saved by the grace of God; that is love in action. When we have been saved by the grace of God, then we can have the peace of God in our hearts. Have you received Christ as your Savior? Are your sins upon Christ? If they are, you will have peace in your heart, because He bore your sins on the cross. The apostle Paul said in Romans 5:1, "Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ". Truly, the words grace and peace are two great words. Let us continue, then, with verse 4 of this first chapter of the First Letter to the Corinthians:

"I thank my God always for you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus."

It is in Christ that we receive our blessings. In the letter to the Ephesians, chapter 1, verse 3, it says that "God, in our union with Christ, has blessed us in heaven with every spiritual blessing". That is for us the place of blessing.

Here Christ is His title, while Jesus is His human name. Christ, is literally, anointed, which is the official appellation of the long awaited Savior. Is it important to say Christ Jesus instead of Jesus Christ? Well, it was to Paul. Paul informed us that he never physically, personally knew the Lord Jesus Christ when He walked this earth in the days when He was in the form of man. We believe he may have seen him if, as we believe, he was present at the crucifixion. But his first personal contact was with the risen Christ, and to Paul He was always the Lord of glory. And in most of his epistles we find that, as here in this letter to the Corinthians, he refers to the Lord as Christ Jesus. Now, let us read verse 5:

"for through him you have been enriched in every way, in every word and in all knowledge."

This is what the apostle Paul meant when he said in his letter to the Colossians, chapter 3, verse 16: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Teach and admonish one another with all wisdom. Sing with grace in your hearts to the Lord in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs."

The important thing, with or without music, is to have the Word of God in our hearts, Dear Reader. That does not mean that it is necessary to learn it all by heart. What it does mean is that we must obey what it says. If Christ is in your heart, then you are obeying Him, you are thinking about Him. Christ then occupies your mind and your heart. Memorizing the Bible does not necessarily imply keeping it in your heart. You keep it in your heart when you obey the Lord, think of Him, and are enriched in Him. That is the important thing. When He becomes the Lord of your life, many of your problems will be solved. That is precisely what Paul told us about in this epistle. And now the apostle tells us here in verses 6 and 7, of this chapter 1 of First Corinthians:

"inasmuch as the testimony concerning Christ has been confirmed among you, so that you lack nothing in any gift while you are waiting for the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Paul hinted here at one of the problems the church had. They were dominated by their physical and sinful nature. They had been occupied only with a gift. And Paul, in the very beginning of his letter told them that he did not want them to limit themselves to practicing only one gift, because there were many gifts. And Paul wanted all those gifts to be manifested in the church. He also told them here: "while you are waiting for the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ". That meant that they were to be occupied with Him. And now, verse 8, he says:

"Who also shall keep you steadfast unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Now, here it says "blameless," that is, irreproachable. This does not mean perfect, without any fault. There will always be someone who will find some fault in us, but rather, that we should not be worthy or deserving of blame. It says here, "That ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." And the day of the Lord Jesus Christ is not only today, but it will be the day when He returns to take His church out of this world. Paul will also speak on that subject in this epistle.

Now, Dear Reader, as we close today, let us ask you a question: Are you ready to meet the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you in a position to come before God? If not, we invite you to turn to God in prayer, telling Him that you, as a sinner, need His love and mercy, and that you come to Him by faith, and by the merits of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross on your behalf. By His love and grace, He will forgive your sins and give you eternal life. God is not today the Judge of the end of time. Today, He is your Savior and He is very near. Open your heart and talk to Him and He will hear your prayer.
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In our previous study we almost reached the end of Paul's introduction to his First Epistle to the Corinthians. We ended our previous study by mentioning the emphasis placed on the Lord Jesus Christ as the solution to every problem. He was the solution to all the problems of the church and of the personal problems that existed among the believers there in the city of Corinth. As we have already said on another occasion, it is amazing to see the similarity that exists between the problems of the church in Corinth and those of our days; and the solution then and the solution now is the same. Today we are going to start with the last verse of the introduction, that is, verse 9. This is one of those verses that seems to have nothing to say and can be easily overlooked. However, we think that perhaps this verse is the key to the whole epistle. Let us see, then, what it says here, verse 9, of this chapter 1 of the First Epistle to the Corinthians;

"Faithful is God, by whom you were called into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."

You may have noticed, Dear reader, that the Lord Jesus Christ has been mentioned in practically all the verses we have read so far. When we say that, we refer to each one of those verses, since starting with the first one, He was mentioned. This is the ninth mention of the Lord in nine verses. Apparently, the apostle Paul was placing an emphasis on the person of Jesus Christ.

Now he makes two extraordinary statements to us, he says: "God is faithful, by whom you were called into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord". In this statement we have a rather extensive name given to our Lord. It is called: fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Christ Jesus, our Lord. We find here four points of identification for Him. Thus there is no mistaking His recognition. The writer makes two great statements; God is faithful, and we have been called to live in communion with His Son Jesus Christ.

"God is faithful." Men are not always faithful. Even believers are not always faithful, but God is.

One word that is important here is the word communion, in connection with the Lord Jesus Christ. We have already seen this word on other occasions, and the Greek word is koinonia and this was used over and over again by the apostle Paul. This word communion, indeed, has several different meanings. It has the meaning commonly given to it in our day. It was also used by the apostle Paul in the sense of a financial contribution, as in Romans 15:26, he spoke of collecting an offering for the poor believers in Jerusalem. In chapter 10, verse 16 of this First Letter to the Corinthians, the apostle used the word koinonia in connection with communion, saying: "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?"

Koinonia also means association. And that is the way it was used here in verse 9: "9God is faithful, by whom you were called into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord". Undoubtedly, this is one of the greatest privileges we have been given. If you are united to Christ, if you have come to Him and accepted Him as your Savior, then you are in association with Christ. He is willing to be an associate of ours. Consequently, this implies an intimate relationship with Christ.

There can be different kinds of associations. There may be an association of a commercial character, in which case it would be a company or partnership. There is also marriage, which implies an association in a relationship of love. In this case, there must be an intimate, very close relationship. This we also call koinonia. There is a passage in the Old Testament that makes me smile when I read it because I think I understand what God was thinking when He wrote it, because earlier He was referring to the man and his wife. And He said that, among the things that His readers were not to do was the following: "Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together," back in chapter 22, in the book of Deuteronomy, verse 10. Those animals should not plow together. Now, in some marriages we have seen that an ox and an ass have joined together; and Dear reader, this should not be the case because marriage is a relationship as a partnership.

What does it mean then that we have a partnership with the Lord Jesus Christ? In commerce it is understood that people jointly own everything. Now, everything I have belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ. It belongs to Him as much as it belongs to me. Therefore He has an interest in the things that I possess. He has to possess all that I have. I must confess that there have been times when I have possessed things that I thought He would have no interest in. There were times when I acted very selfishly in relation to what I have, thinking only of myself. All that I have is His even if I do not possess many things because He does not seek what we call great possessions.

Now, marriage partnership includes several aspects. It means having common interests. I am also involved in that partnership with the Lord Jesus. That means that Christ has an interest in me. And that I have an interest in Him. That elevates the relationship to a rather sublime level. And then, we have a mutual devotion. His resources are mine and mine are His. He doesn't get much from me, but He owns me. I have offered him my body. And that answers some questions for me about where I can go and what I can do.

On one occasion a believer told us that he had a certain vice. But he says that one day he discovered not only that his body was the temple of the Holy Spirit, but also that Christ belonged to him and that he belonged to Christ. So he wanted to give Him the best possible body. And it was then that he was able to abandon that vice. That conviction settled the question definitively. It is evident that our decisions are made on a higher plane than simply asking ourselves, "Am I allowed to do this? Or should I do this? The basis of this decision making gravitates around this Biblical reality; we belong to Jesus Christ and He belongs to us.

There is still something more to the loving partnership of marriage, and that is mutual service. In our case, He accommodates Himself to our weaknesses. I need His goodness, and I accept His power. There is a verse in the Old Testament that perhaps has not been properly translated. We read it in Isaiah, chapter 63, verse 9 and it says: "In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his countenance saved them; in his love and in his mercy he redeemed them, he brought them, and lifted them up all the days of old. There it would seem to say that in our weaknesses, He becomes weak. But, we do not believe that this is correct. A better translation would be put negatively. In all their distress, He was not distressed. To us that makes much more sense. It means that even when I stumble and fall he does not stumble and fall. He accommodates my stumbling, my blindness, my ignorance, my weakness. But, that does not mean that He becomes weak too. A preacher once said that "if you fall into some trouble or difficulty and you do it in ignorance, not realizing what you are doing, or if you are caught by circumstances, He will look for a way to help you out of trouble. But if you do that deliberately and foolishly, He will not help you and He will leave you to fend for yourself. Now, I must say that that has not been the experience of many believers, who have fallen and made mistakes, and many times deliberately. Christ, dear reader, does not abandon his own. He is still there, at our side. He adjusts Himself to our weaknesses. And this is something truly marvelous. Communion, that is, association with the Lord Jesus Christ, is the solution to life's problems.

Verse 9 concludes Paul's greeting. In fact, all the rest of the epistle is like a big parenthesis that extends until we get to 1 Corinthians 15:58, which says: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain" Now, the expression "Therefore", gathers in itself all that has been said so far in this wonderful letter, and goes back to this verse 9 of the first chapter where it says: "God is faithful". In other words, I can count on God's faithfulness, and repeating the words of the aforementioned verse 9, we add; "by which you were called into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord". It has taken us a long time to learn this. But we go forward with Him as our associate companion, and with all the problems that come our way today. We can count on Him; we can look to Him and know that He is an integral part of all that we are and possess. So we can see that He is the solution to life's problems and frustrations.

Thus concludes the introduction, which consists of greetings and expressions of gratitude. The body of the epistle refers to the conditions in which the Corinthian church found itself, which included, as we shall see, real problems. Thus we come to a paragraph entitled

Divisions and partisanship

Verse 10 begins a new section in this letter. The author then turned to the main problem of the Corinthian church. It is surprising that the problems of those believers are familiar and highly topical. Let us then read verse 10 of this first chapter, which heads a section titled

The centrality of Jesus Christ crucified corrects divisions

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment."

The theme of divisions is concentrated from verse 10 to 4:21. Let us observe that the Lord Jesus Christ is mentioned again in this verse. Actually, this letter emphasizes the Lordship of Christ. In our days we hear many affirmations about His Lordship, but in practical life, we see very little. For this reason, churches and individual believers have serious problems. It is not enough to talk about the Lordship of Christ. There are certain questions we cannot avoid: Is He your Lord? Have you made Him your Lord and Master?

To "all speak the same thing" does not mean, of course, that everyone should express themselves in the same words. It means that believers should not engage in arguments, quarrels, giving rise to resentment.

When it says divisions, it indicates that there should not be a schismatic separation. That word suggests that there should not be fractures in the church, that it should not suffer ruptures caused by the behaviors we have just mentioned. There was that continuous gossip, endless criticism, hatred and bitterness, such as can be seen today in some sectors. Of course, these attitudes cannot be present in our lives if we consider ourselves associated with Jesus Christ. Now, what is this of one mind? Well, it is the mind of Christ, which we can see described in Philippians 2:5-8. A bond with Christ demands, by the work of the Holy Spirit to live in harmony, thinking and feeling in the same way. And now let's listen to what it says here in verse 11:

"For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe, that there are contentions among you."

The word for contentions is eris. Now Eris was the goddess of contentions, disputes. And that was the prevailing atmosphere in that congregation. Paul received the information first hand and mentioned his sources, that is, those of Chloe's family. Dear reader, if you have to make an accusation, you have to back it up with your name.

Now, in this verse we have Chloe. And we admire Chloe, because she said in Corinth what was going on and she made it public saying: "There are problems in this church and it is necessary to deal with the situation". It is like when the doctor has to treat a serious illness. To prevent it from spreading through the body, he will act with the utmost speed, without resorting to concealment or dissimulation to avoid alarming or disturbing anyone. Otherwise the disease will spread through the body and will no longer have any remedy. And so it also happens in the church, which, by the way, is compared in the letter of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians as a body, as an organism. The problem in that church in Corinth was that it had a large group of new Christians who, being in their first phase of growth, had not yet reached maturity and could have been compared to children, who are the ones who cry, complain and protest the most. Let us now note what verse 12 of chapter 1 of the First Epistle to the Corinthians says here:

"I mean, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ."

The divisions in that church were caused by the different preferences of the believers for the different leaders of the congregation, with the result that groups formed around each of them. In one group were the proud pupils of Paul. In another were the admirers of Apollos. There were also others who were supporters of Simon Peter, that is, Cephas. Let us look for a moment at all these who have been mentioned here.

We think we can say that we know more about Paul and Cephas than the others. Now, Paul was an intellectual. He was brilliant, courageous, but perhaps not physically attractive. But those who loved the Word of God, loved Paul. Simon Peter, on the other hand, was a fiery, vehement man. At first he had been a little weak, but then he became a vigorous preacher of the gospel. He had a big heart, he was sentimental. Then we have Apollos. He was one of the great preachers of the apostolic church. He was not an apostle and never received much recognition. But he was an eloquent preacher. We believe he can be called the Billy Graham of that era. All these men had strong personalities. But they were never divisive. They all fought together for the faith. They sought to keep the unity of the Spirit, and they all exalted the person of Jesus Christ. It was the members of the church in Corinth who were causing the divisions.

And so, those small groups discussed among themselves. Thus, some praised the spiritual depth of Paul, others, the expressiveness and evangelistic tone of Peter's sermons and others considered that the eloquence of Apollos elevated them and made the multitudes vibrate. But those immature believers were overlooking the fact that those three men were servants of God. So, the apostle Paul was going to speak to them on this matter. He was going to teach them that the centrality of Christ was the answer to resolve the factions and fractures that existed in that church.

Now, we notice also in this verse 12, that there was a fourth group; the group that said "And I am Christ's". But not because they were giving Christ the first place, but because they considered themselves the most spiritual. They formed a closed circle, manifested an attitude of sectarian superiority, and excluded the other believers.

So, we have four groups and there was no reason for them to exist like this. For we see even in our day, that these divisions only serve to destroy the church from within.

We are living in an era in which the main problems of some churches do not always come from the outside, but are internal and are caused by personalism, the desire for prominence, a partisan spirit and destructive criticism. These factors, together with others that we will be commenting on, explain the energetic pastoral attitude of the apostle Paul in writing this letter to the Corinthians, as well as his emphasis on the centrality of Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church.

And thinking now of non-believers, we will say that when human beings do not know the place of God in creation, or deny His existence, the situation of fractionation, division, insensitivity, instability and aggressiveness that we observe in the world of our time is produced. And when human beings persist in their estrangement from God and deny the person and work of Jesus Christ on the cross, and His victory in the resurrection of the dead, the very nature and dominion of sin are destroying the life of people on this earth, and depriving them of eternal life. Therefore, Dear Reader, we do not know your situation with respect to God and His message of salvation. We invite you to receive, by faith, the salvation, the liberation that God offers freely, to all those who, not being able to do anything else to save themselves, call out to Him from their helplessness and failure. Perhaps others have let you down, have destroyed your trust, and so we bid you farewell today by reminding you of the words that St. Paul addressed to the Romans, in 10:11 and 13, quoting Old Testament prophets: "Whoever believes in him will not be disappointed .... He is rich in mercy to all who call upon him; for whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved."

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1 Corinthians 1:13-31
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Today we continue our study of the First Epistle of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians. And we have seen so far that the solution to life's problems lies in the supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ. When we draw near to Him, so that He truly becomes our Lord and Master, then the circumstances of our life take their proper place, their rightful place in His plans. Christ is the solution to the problems that the church has today and those of all people in particular. The church, in this city of Corinth, was living moments of great confusion. They were believers who, because they were in the first phase of their spiritual growth, had not yet reached maturity and could have been compared to children, who are the ones who cry, complain and protest the most.

The divisions in that church were caused by the different preferences of the believers for the different leaders of the congregation, with the result that groups formed around each of them. In one group were the pupils of Paul. In another, the admirers of Apollos. There were also others who were supporters of Simon Peter, that is, of Cephas. Let us remember for a moment all these mentioned here. Paul was an intellectual. He was brilliant, courageous, but perhaps not physically attractive. But those who loved the Word of God, loved Paul. Simon Peter, on the other hand, was fiery, vehement. At first he had been a little weak but then he became a vigorous preacher of the gospel. They had a big heart, he was sentimental. Then we have Apollos who was one of the great preachers of the apostolic church. He was not an apostle and never received much recognition. But he was an eloquent preacher. All these men had strong personalities. But they never caused divisions. They fought together for the faith, sought to keep the unity of the Spirit and exalted the person of Jesus Christ. It was the members of the Corinthian church who were causing the divisions. And so those small groups argued among themselves. Some praised the spiritual depth of Paul, others, the expressiveness and evangelistic tone of Peter's sermons, and others thought that Apollos' eloquence made the crowds vibrate. But those immature believers were overlooking the fact that those three men were servants of God. So the apostle Paul was going to speak clearly to them on this matter, teaching them that the centrality of Jesus Christ was the solution to resolve the factions and fractures that existed in the church. Now, we have seen in verse 12, that there was a fourth group; the group of those who said "I am of Christ". But not because they were giving Christ first place, but because they considered themselves the most spiritual. They formed a closed circle, manifested an attitude of sectarian spiritual superiority and excluded the other believers.

We are living in an era in which the main problems of some churches do not always
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