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For my dear friends, Rebecca Moore and Fielding McGehee—because of your ministry, the stories of the victims will never die.

“I am sending you out as sheep among wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”

— Matthew 10:16
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This essay is a defense of my desire to wrestle with the horrors of Jim Jones and Jonestown...while still clinging to a hope for universal reconciliation...universal humanization.

Why Jonestown Should Still Haunt Us

Jonestown haunts me. November 18, 1978. Over nine hundred souls lost in the Guyanese jungle under the command of Jim Jones. Let me be clear: Jim Jones was no prophet. He was no shepherd. He was a corrupter of God’s work, a charlatan who masqueraded as a pastor while turning love into bondage, freedom into slavery, hope into despair. For most, Jonestown is shorthand for fanaticism. For most, it is reduced to a joke, “drinking the Kool-Aid.” But I refuse that flattening. I refuse to let theology look away. To do so would be to abandon God’s presence in the valley of death.

Seeking God in the Valley of Death

I have written. I have preached. I have descended into the ruins of Jonestown, not to excuse it, not to sensationalize it, but to seek God there. My writings — numerous books, articles, and even an extended collection of the sermons of Jim Jones to illustrate his development as both preacher and monster (many available for free on the Alternative Considerations of Jonestown & Peoples Temple website and the rest available on Amazon) — are a search for God in the abyss...a search for hope in the hopeless. Jonestown is not merely a grotesque failure of religion. It is a place where sin and death are made raw. And yet, God’s Spirit still hovers there, just as it did in the opening verses of Genesis...the beginning of time and space.

In Jonestown Theology: Lenten Explorations in the Valley of Death (2017), I descend into this darkness. I reject the simplistic, the facile, the comfortable moralizing. “These devotions should never be mistaken for an apologetic for Jim Jones or anything he stood for. This is a search for God.” I frame Jonestown within Lent, placing it within Christological solidarity. The cross cannot be understood apart from sites of horror. Jones’ violence, I write, “was consistently created until violence was complete.” Sin’s fullness revealed. Yet God was still present. Hope can never be annihilated.

Jim Jones as False Shepherd and Anti-Christ

Love was twisted into a weapon by Jones. He said, “without me, life has no meaning.” Survivors testified, “I was brainwashed into believing that I was worthless and that life had no meaning without him.” This is perverse Christology. Jones replaced God with himself. He made himself the exclusive mediator of meaning. He enslaved the soul. The sacramental promise of belonging — which should liberate — became chains. Jonestown is a warning...the incarnation misappropriated is idolatry...coerced love is demonic. When you miss this truth...you don’t know God at all.

The death tape reveals the corruption of Jones’ heart. “Even in the midst of death, Jones wants to kill more.” Pastoral vocation inverted. Shepherding becomes domination. Kenosis becomes consumption. He was the anti-pastor. As I’ve said, Jones was “the Judas who thought he was Jesus, the Anti-Christ who baptized in Kool-Aid instead of water.” Too harsh? No. Not harsh enough. Jones was monstrous. He was a tyrant. Yet, he remains a warning. Jonestown is not an anomaly — it is a temptation that still remains.

Resurrection After Jonestown

But Jonestown is not only death...it is also resurrection. In my The Resurrection of Jonestown (2019), I proclaim, “Our siblings from Jonestown are not dead. They are still marching with us...in our struggles against racism, sexism, homophobia, ableism, economic injustice.” The Spirit still speaks the words of those who have been silenced. Like the martyrs beneath the altar in Revelation 6, the dead cry out for justice. I have said, “If the blood of Jonestown is Eucharistic, it is not because of Jones—but because God refuses to abandon the violated and the dead.” This is not rhetorical flourish. This is truth. Jonestown refuses to be a footnote. It demands remembrance...prophetic solidarity...deep struggle...a continued fight for the reconciliation of all things.

Wrestling with God in Horror

Any hope I speak of must begin with the victims of Jonestown—their suffering, their dignity, their stolen lives. Nothing I say about hope for anyone, including Jones, can ever outweigh or relativize that reality.

My trilogy — perhaps my most recognized works on Jones and Jonestown — The Slaughter of God (2018), Systematic Theology/Shit (2020), Five Visions of Jim Jones/Jonestown (2020), pushes this confrontation. In The Slaughter of God, I name Jones both “prolific oppressor” and “Anti-Christ.” And I ask, “Is God absent in horror, or present in the darkness?” In Systematic Theology/Shit, I wrestle mystically with God’s hiddenness. “The people of Jonestown were children of God. Can we finally treat them as such?” I question God’s lack of engagement in stopping the tragedy. In Five Visions, I examine Jones through resurrection, healing, silence. Even he exists within God’s eschaton — the eternal presence of hope — let there be no doubt...his actions were monstrous, inhuman, demonic. But this trilogy refuses closure...it declares Jonestown to be a mirror that refuses to look away.

Hope for Jones is not vindication, not restoration of reputation, not escape from judgment—it is only the claim that even judgment itself exists within God’s final horizon.

Dr. Rebecca Moore, writing in The University of Chicago Divinity School’s publication Sightings, observes: “Dr. Hood’s oft-provocative commentaries humanize all those present in Peoples Temple, including Jim Jones...” Where others analyze, I theologize. Where others avert their eyes, I sit. Turn your back on Jonestown and you’ve turned your back on Golgotha too. To face it is to stare into the abyss and proclaim resurrection...to demand hope amidst hopelessness.

Humanization and Universal Reconciliation

Jonestown unsettles. It must. It calls us all to self-examination. It calls us all to the humanization of even the most monstrous amongst us. Theology that cannot descend into hell is not theology. Jim Jones and Jonestown test whether God can be sought in the valley of death...whether there is a hope that transcends all hopelessness.

I do not excuse Jones. I do not excuse any of the evil that happened in Jonestown. I simply seek God where God seems most absent. My words about Jones and Jonestown are of course an apocalyptic strategy that seeks to pull people closer to a belief that hope is always possible...even for the monsters. If we give up hope for anyone...even the monsters...we’ve given up on humanity itself. There is nothing more divine than holding on to hope when every voice is telling you to let it go.

— Jeff Hood, 2026
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A Note on the Q Numbering System
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The sermons in this collection are identified by Q numbers — Q151, Q353, Q932, and so forth. This system was not created by Jim Jones or the Peoples Temple. It was imposed after the fact by the United States government.

In the aftermath of November 18, 1978, federal investigators recovered hundreds of audio recordings from Jonestown and from Peoples Temple facilities across the country. The FBI catalogued these tapes sequentially as evidence, assigning each recording a number prefixed with the letter Q — standing, in the government’s internal system, for the Jonestown evidence queue. The tapes were then transcribed, in large part through the extraordinary work of the Jonestown Institute and its volunteers.

When the transcripts were later made available to scholars and the public through the Alternative Considerations of Jonestown & Peoples Temple website (jonestown.sdsu.edu), those Q numbers traveled with them. They have since become the standard citation system used by historians, journalists, and researchers working with the Peoples Temple archive.

To use a Q number is thus to hold two things at once: the government’s bureaucratic accounting of a crime scene, and the human voice that the tape preserved. These numbers are not neutral. They are a reminder that what you are reading was seized as evidence — that these words were spoken in a community that the state would ultimately help destroy, and then catalogued by that same state in the ruins.

The editor has preserved the Q numbers throughout this collection as a form of scholarly fidelity and as a memorial act. Each number is an address. Behind it is a voice. Behind the voice is a person. Behind the person is a story that did not have to end the way it did.
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For months, I tried to come up with relevant words to introduce this collection. Just a few ever came. I guess you could call it a stream of streams of consciousness. I just call it an honest introduction.

Why in the hell did I read all of this fuckery?

On November 18, 1978, 918 died at the direction of Jim Jones — in Jonestown and Georgetown, Guyana.

The People’s Temple was the San Francisco church that spawned Jonestown.

Jones left dozens upon dozens of sermons behind that speak to what happened.

God was somewhere.

Just like all of humanity, the words aren’t all evil. In fact, the words inspired many to leave everything that they had to create a new world.

Jim Jones is a piece of shit.

Don’t you dare dismiss the words of Jim Jones. The people who followed him are far too important for that. Regardless of what he did when the microphone cut off, the people used his words to seek a newer world.

Every word illustrates the movement of this people.

Though it ended in great evil, the words of these sermons show that they wanted more.

Jim Jones is easy to dismiss as simply evil. The problem with such a dismissal is that it dismisses the people who followed him too. Most of whom simply wanted a world made right by love. Shouldn’t that be the aim of any soul? So how did evil and love mix with such fluidity? The answer is contained in each of these sermons.

They are the epicenter of what led to Jonestown. Do not dismiss one word. Each word is too important. For the sake of all who lost their lives, listen to these words — for they are calling us to be something more than what they were.

Make no mistake; these words fucked some things up.

Read these words so that such a tragedy of blind allegiance will never happen again.

Love will find you somewhere along the way.

May we draw closer to the beautiful vision that they embraced?

Regardless, it was the words of these sermons that were at the epicenter of all that happened from the People’s Temple to Jonestown.

Do they explain everything? No. Not even close.

Don’t dismiss any of them. Every word matters.

If you want to know what happened, read on.

Jim Jones was a mesmerizing preacher.

For years now, I’ve studied the sermons of Jim Jones. I’ve long wanted to know why so many people followed him and why so many people were willing to accept death based on the words of a man. The sermons make things a little clearer.

People are easy to dismiss. God is not. God’s presence in people is not.

Along with all of his followers, Jim Jones was and is a child of God. In life and in these sermons, may you find some God amidst all the evil.

Embrace the love — dismiss the evil.

I’m so confused by all of this. I guess I always will be.

Damn.

These are the collected sermons of Jim Jones.

— Jeff Hood, 2021
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This volume gathers the second set of 1972 sermons alongside four recordings added in 2021 from earlier periods of Jones’s ministry. Together they form a kind of double portrait: the Jones of the early movement, still working out his synthesis of Pentecostalism, New Thought, and socialist politics; and the Jones of the full Peoples Temple years, speaking to a congregation that has become one of the most significant religious and political organizations in California.

The 1972.2 sermons are dense with theological argument. Jones is here at his most intellectually energetic — engaging scripture, psychology, parapsychology, and political theory in a preaching style that demanded extraordinary attention from his congregation. Many of his listeners were not college-educated, but Jones did not preach down to them. He treated them as capable of engaging with difficult ideas, and they responded accordingly. This mutual respect — complicated by everything else Jones was doing — was one of the movement’s genuine strengths.

The four additional sermons from the 2021 acquisition offer a different temporal perspective. Heaven on Earth (1972) and The House of Jones / No More Baptists (1972–73) show Jones in the middle period of his California ministry; The Curse (August 1973) reveals his engagement with traditions of spiritual warfare and prophetic condemnation; and We Shall Not Be Moved (August 1978) — recorded three months before the end — is a document of extraordinary darkness, the hymn of perseverance become an anthem of siege.

Read the 2021 additions last. Let the earlier sermons prepare you for what they mean.

— Jeff Hood
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Part One: The 1972 Sermons, Part Two
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Q1053-6: Radio

A radio-style address in which Jones presents the Peoples Temple to a broader audience, performing the role of healer and social minister. This is Jones at his most public and most controlled — the version he wanted the world to see. The transcript is valuable precisely for what it withholds: the internal discipline, the financial demands, the surveillance. What remains is a portrait of a movement that genuinely served people the dominant culture had abandoned.
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Jones: He that liveth in me, and believeth in me, shall never die. We are seeing this demonstration, this unfoldment take place before our very eyes. Each service we see cancers expectorated, we see cripples walk. Last week, there was one that was lame, lame for some 20 years, unable to walk, but the Spoken Word went forth, and the discernment about her condition was given, and with that inspiration of faith, she moved instantly, out into the aisles, and she danced and run as a young hart would prance forth through the water brook. Wherever the spirit of Jesus Christ is, there will be the healing of all manner of sickness and disease from among the people. He said, these things shall ye do and greater, because I go to the Father. Christianity has no value as a projectionist theory. We have interpretations, the genealogical problems, the variations of translations and apparent contradictions and so forth. It’s even apparent in Matthew, the first chapter, in Luke, the third chapter, that there’s a disagreement as to who Jesus’ grandfather was, and as to how many descendants there were back to Abraham or Adam. Both trace through the lineage of Joseph. So we must get into the actual experience of Christ. Otherwise, past history will be of no value. To talk about what happened back in the days of the Nazarene, or what’s going to happen in the future, by a record that’s rather incomplete, many of the books have been cut out by King James, such as the beautiful books of Barnabus, thus we have to have the Christ in us, the hope of glory made real and manifest. For people to believe, we have to become living epistles, read and known of all men, inspired of God with the same power that was in Jesus, resurrecting people, liberating them, emancipating them, setting them free. Otherwise Christ is nothing more than a dead letter, and the dead letter will kill, but his spirit will make alive, his spirit is making alive in our midst, it’s restoring sight to the blind, liberating people from the bondages of the social order, but giving life physically and spiritually. If you want to enjoy the life and the more abundant life, come to Peoples Temple, and participate in this last day God-ordained ministry, that’s reaching out into all of our extensions throughout the United States, even in Africa and in South America—

(tape edit; new sermon?)

Jones: (Voice rises throughout) Two years ago, a young woman came into our assembly that had been treated with radium, cobalt, and surgery for cancer. She could not walk. There was no hope. But she was given the word of knowledge, she was a stranger, but she was told all things about her life, and given the word of healing that delivered her. Now she’s in Africa, presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ in a Peoples Temple extension. We would like for you to participate in this life-giving ministry. I can assure you, if you will come and try the spirit on this beautiful 21 acreage of God’s little garden of Eden, you will not go away disappointed. Again, I thank you for the privilege and the responsibility of bringing you the truth.

(tape edit; new sermon?)

Jones: Let us look again today at the power of thought. As a man thinketh in his heart, as we have said so often, so is he. Whatever a man consciously makes or invents is always first a thought and an idea, before it is shaped into an objective or external thing. The house in which we live or the ship in which we sail first exists as a spiritual reality in the mind of the architect and builder, (tape edit) the picture in the soul of a painter, and the statue in the idea of a sculptor. This is a doctrine that has gone back centuries before Christ, even. Everything exists in an idea before it can have an external and material realization, a visible thing whether it be a granite boulder or a physical disease, is the outness of a thought, the externalization of the idea. An idea is the inward existence, the spiritual reality of a sensible object, but there are false ideas, and true ones, a right and a wrong way of thinking. A false or fallacious idea is ultimated or externally manifested in the body by disease, and then the truth is the best medicine. Form is a creative power, and it always forms something in its own image, a likeness and correspondence of itself. A bad thought, a false and fallacious idea, a wrong conception and belief, ultimate themselves in the body in disease, acute, if it be a temporary mental state, and chronic, if it be a confirmed mode of thinking. Pre-existent ideas and feelings are the patterns after which the body shapes itself by a necessary law of spiritual cause and material effect.

This is why in our Temple we will not permit discussion of disease and sickness. We are told when we greet one another not to discuss how we are in the terms of negative condition, but to talk about the positive, the hopeful. If there’s anything pure or lovely or good report, to think on that. We do not discuss diseases. We do not gossip about problems. We do not speak about the negative or the forlorn conditions, because we realize that these patterns then form chronic— after a while, certainly, chronic and debilitating diseases that will finally destroy the human and the inner man. The sincerity and deepness of our belief, or recognition of those ideas as the realities, is always the measure of the extent and permanency of their effects upon the body. The condition of the body is only the interior becoming the outward, and the excellence or defect of the idea in the body’s health or malady. The disease is preceded by a priori wrong way of thinking, and the cure is a result in every case of an anteceded change of thought and idea. This is the philosophy of the system of cure and divine healing practiced by Jesus Christ, and forever consecrated by him as the divine method of healing both soul and body. Everything resolves itself back into an idea. (tape edit) The solid framework of the world, with all its objects of beauty and youth, are but the crystallization of God’s thoughts. [Robert] Fulton’s idea became solidified into a steamboat, [George] Stephenson’s into a railroad, and [Samuel] Morse’s into a telegraph. A factory is only somebody’s thought condensed into a material manifestation. And any faulty way of thinking, any defect in the original idea, makes the machinery go wrong and causes an imperfect manufacture.

Here is the whole spiritual theory of disease, for what is true of a mill, is more certainly true of the body and its relation to the mind. Truly, as we think in our mind, so are we. Men have only begun to realize the power of thought over the external organism, the influence of ideas, of imagination, of faith and feeling over the corporeal condition, and the physiological functions. We’re now seeing that we can lower our blood pressure even by a mental attitude. They’re doing it in clinical laboratories. Lowering the blood pressure by mere attitude, by mere concentration of thought. This is not in some spiritual clinic, or some religious research center, but in the empirical research centers of science, that thought has been producing changes in (unintelligible word) condition, changing in physiological processes. Why then, you question me in the mail, do we discuss mind so often in our religious broadcast? It’s the most effective study. What possible result are you going to have from a study of hell or heaven, the furniture of heaven and the temperature of hell. It will do nothing for you to ameliorate your circumstances in life, but the study of the mind of Christ has been proven in our midst to heal every known disease. Every minute of every day in Peoples Temple, we see cancers expectorated before our eyes, the arthritics made whole. In one service, five hundred people crippled with arthritis in our San Francisco assembly were restored in one meeting alone. Thus we will not have time to deal about the streets of gold, the streets of heaven, the gates to the city, or some peripheral concern, some side issues. We are going to deal with the mind of Christ, for in that mind is the resolution to all problems, and it will adjust all problems satisfactorily. We will live in this mind, we will preach this mind, until finally, this mind engulfs (stretches out word) all of our life, and covers the earth as the waters cover the sea— (tape edit) —and ultimately brings divine help, love and happiness to all of mankind. (tape edit) Yes, we shall continue to study about the mind, for the mind is the only life of the body, and the only real and enduring thing in human nature. No one ever dies of what is called disease, as has been said so often in my broadcast. No, it is only when faith, hope, and imagination lose their hold upon the organic structure, and the soul relaxes its grasp upon the body, that it yields. Then it goes down like a scuttleship in a storm. It is only kept afloat by the buoyancy that the mind imparts to it, and when the connection between it and its life preserver is sundered, it goes under the waves to rise no more. When the correspondence between the mind and the body ceases, the body dies as a lamp expires when the oil is exhausted. Thought is the grand characteristic of man, and belongs to the essence of the soul. Even the word “man” means — in the ancient Sanskrit — “to think,” and is the root of the Zen word mantra, speech. Man may be defined as the being who thinks and speaks. Thus we’re going to deal with the problem of the mind. Today we’re told in every medical science journal that man does not die from organ failure, that before the heart stops, the mind sends a signal to tell it to stop— (tape edit) This fact is recognized by all medical scientists.

I have even proven to myself without any question, that the mind works constructively while I am asleep. I have thousands in my files of testimonies that have said that what I dream actually happened to them. I would be thinking in prayer meditation in my dreams about someone in their need, and I would send out my thought through the Christ Consciousness, and they would be healed. Later the testimonies would come to me that such-and-such a case happened expressly at the very same time. We— As we said, we have records in our testimony files, documentation, to prove that this is not a theory, but real. So we are not going to deal with peripheral issues, we have no time for pie-in-the-sky jargon, we’re— furniture of heaven or temperature of hell, we will deal about the mind of Christ, for in the mind of Christ is a sustaining force that will resolve every problem, that will heal every disease as is being done in our Temple throughout every minute of every day. So we have no time to deal with the peripheral side issues. We have not time to entertain thoughts about the future or the past histories, but to deal only in the ever-presence of Christ, the Mind which is eternal, that can heal, and will heal, all matters spiritually and materially. (tape edit) Bless you for listening. Won’t you come and enjoy this mind of Christ with us? It’s available to all and restricted to none. I thank you.
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Associate pastor: As we said, both on our Saturday broadcast from ten until ten-thirty on this station and Sunday morning from seven until seven-thirty in the morning, we give you many of the wonderful healings to confirm the fact that God is the same today, yesterday and forever. The wonderful Christ force that operates through our pastor Jim Jones reached out to Jane Mutschmann, 1010 Fell Street, San Francisco, in one of our services of the Temple in Redwood Valley. Miss Mutschmann was told the exact name of the doctor she had gone to, and his address and details about how much she’d paid for her bill years ago. As further confirmation of this all-powerful gift of revelation, this young white lady was told the precise amount she paid to him on different occasions. She was also told of the weakness and pain she was having in her body at that very moment. Immediately, as the prophet of God put out his hand to her, all her symptoms disappeared, and the incurable condition was halted forever in her body.

Mrs. Coran Jones, 2918 Ruckel Street, Indianapolis, Indiana was a stranger to Pastor Jones and the congregation when she came to the first night of our great rally in the Midwest a couple of weeks ago, in which over one thousand people were present, they were lined around the walls and the little children sitting on the floor. But she knew that she was known to the Almighty God as Pastor Jones gave her revelation after revelation about her life. This Christ-Force that operates through him was so exact, that it even told her a catfish that someone had given her, and where she had put it. This marvelous gift also told her of the little child, Roy, and of care that she had given him. She knew too that God is all-powerful, for she was told of the arthritis, bladder, and blood pressure conditions that she was suffering with and crippled by. Immediately as Pastor Jones spoke the word, her sufferings vanished. She ran around the huge auditorium singing the praises of her deliverance, and even crying out that my stomach has gone down completely before the eyes before of everyone. Indeed, the Christ that worked through Pastor Jones made her a new woman.

Hundreds of past growths that would have taken their very lives in our wonderful and blessed healing services. Mrs. Lillian L. Cordell of 3911 Nicholas Road in Dayton, Ohio in our Midwist— Midwest meetings was called out in one of our pastor’s dynamic healing services and told the names of her children, Dwight and Tanya, and of events in their lives so exact that she knew that only God could have revealed it. Then Pastor Jones and the all-powerful Christ, spe— uh, told her specific things in her body, the organs that were causing her great pain and difficulty. In great awe and wonderment, she thankfully confirmed this and she passed a huge growth from her female area. As she danced joyously, as we all witnessed the growth, praising this wonderful gift that operated through the pastor. The ugly, smelly growth was shown to the entire congregation of over one thousand people, who joined in the songs and prayers of thanksgiving for her deliverance. Such a mighty God we serve. (tape edit)

Mrs. Alberta Sewell of 825 East Bayshore, East Palo Alto’s very life was spared [due] to the dynamic ministry in Christ that operates through Jim Jones. Mrs. Sewell was called out in one of our Redwood Valley services, where hundreds of people were called out and told precise details of several diseases and conditions that her doctors had diagnosed and considered fatal. Joyously, she confirmed this Almighty God that works in our midst, and this power of Christ went out to her instantly, and removed a monstrous tumor in her neck. This wondrous gift of God did not stop there, for he knew that there were more needs and more work to be done for this pre— precious dear. He called on one of the registered nurses to take her blood pressure. It was over 280. As Pastor Jones spoke the word, her blood pressure dropped to normal, and she was spared a stroke that would have taken her life, undoubtedly, in the next few minutes.

Mrs. Thelma Levels [phonetic] of 423 Main Avenue, Richmond, was touched by the hand of Christ in our Redwood Valley service recently. She was given intimate details of her life, even to her home state. She was also told of loved ones, Earl and his wife, Joyce, who were expecting a child. She was also told of a terrible back problem that was causing her so much trouble and suffering of diabetes that had afflicted her for so many years. But she had come to the place of deliverance from all such maladies, and when Pastor Jones reached out to her and ministered to her, this mighty Christ that operates through him took all of her suffering and affliction away. Thank God for his great benefits to us. (tape edit)
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Jones: Know this morning that God is your savior, as you recognize him, and as you choose him as your savior by presenting your body as a living sacrifice wholly, that God might be all in all for you. There are many things that I could say along this line, but I stress this thought for your consideration. Each and every one, that you might learn to be exactly the same at all times in words, in deeds and in actions, in every expression of your life, and live exactly according to the teachings of the Christ. It is more important today to live Christ in deeds and actions than to teach him. Then, and only then, are you recognizing your savior, and the words that I am reiterating as his messenger this morning. My words alone, as the words of Christ, as I present to you the spirit of the life of God, can save your life. Nothing else. Nothing more. Nothing else will do, but the word, the spoken word of God. It is written, how can you hear without a preacher, how can he preach, lest he be sent? Thus let us listen to the prophetic word, for this word is Spirit, and is Life, according to the gospel, and according to the inspirational declaration that I am now making. My words are spirit and are life, it is written, by Jesus the Christ. In every expression, in every emotion, in every gesture, in every thought, in every idea, and in every opinion in the social world, in the political world, in every avenue of your conduct, if you express the spirit of sincerity, then you will find God, and He will be with you from every angle, and will be a savior when you give him all of your mentality, all of your ideas, all of your resources. Then, and then alone, will God have full control and reign, without any restrictions in your life. I set before you this morning the way of deliverance from all difficulties, for I have come in the name of the Lord. I have provided a way of deliverance from all adversities, from every undesirable condition. I set before you the hope of your redemption by listening to the spoken word. I am freely giving it, and demonstrating it, in the Peoples Temple ministry, that you might find a fashion to copy after, the life of Christ that can be lived by everyone. It’s freely given to whosoever will, that may receive it. We are emancipated, if we are in the Christ life. Whosoever is set free by Christ is free indeed, and must stand fast therefore in the law of love and liberty, wherewith he has been made free. These words are spirit, and they are life. The words of Jesus are being spoken this morning, for I have entered into that faith consciousness, to not demonstrate my own ego, but to demonstrate the will of God of He who has sent me. In every time of need, at all times apply the application of these words of deliverance, of brotherhood, of peace, of non-violent change that I am speaking. And they are applicable to our needs today, and if expressed, they will bring the healings in your life that they are bringing every hour in Peoples Temple. (mike moves? Tape edit)

Yea, the cripples are walking, the blind both spiritually and materially are seeing, cancerous growths are passed in every service, every form of miracle known to man are being manifested in our Peoples Temple Garden of Eden acreage here in Redwood Valley. This is the source of supply, the actual conscious presence of God, and if we will invoke the spirit of good will and harmony towards all people, that God is no respecter of persons, and live in this consciousness, that he is with us today, as he was in yesterday. Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. That recognition will satisfy every good desire. The actual conscious presence of God is the source of all supply. There is no space vacant of the presence thereof, and it is now being demonstrated to resolve the disharmonies of race and class and creedalism, and to bring us together in an amalgamation and unification of the spirit of the acts of the apostles. This we shall do, and nothing shall hinder. Will you come and unite with us in this practical demonstration of apostolic living, that not only heals the physical bodies, but heals the diseased minds and brings harmony to the social life and integrates people in the greatest pursuit of happiness that man has ever seen. If you would like to help us in the endeavor of building another further extension in the Bay Area, please write, Peoples Temple, Post Office Box 214, Redwood Valley, California.

Jones addresses the question of scriptural interpretation — how the Bible’s meaning is contested, how different versions of Christianity have used the same text to opposite ends — and argues that the only reliable guide through this interpretive chaos is direct spiritual authority. His own authority, naturally. This sermon is a careful piece of epistemological work: Jones systematically discredits every alternative source of religious knowledge in order to position himself as the only trustworthy one.



Q1054-2: Versions

Catalogued as "Versions," this 1972 sermon is part of a radio series in which Jones presents the Peoples Temple to a broader public audience. The multiple "versions" likely refers to different readings or translations of scripture — a subject Jones used to undermine confidence in the Bible's reliability, arguing that human error in transmission and translation invalidated any claim to scriptural authority.  The radio format is significant. Jones is here performing a public-facing role, calibrated for audiences who do not yet know him — potential recruits who must be drawn in gradually rather than confronted immediately with his most radical theological positions. The sermon is a document of Jones's sophisticated two-track communication: a public performance designed to attract, and a private institution designed to retain.
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Jones: What we want to get done is the youth to go there and I– Uh, how many of the youth are in the File Committee?

Inaudible

Jones: I’d like to see a– a new program enhanced there as a model kind of city, model community, to make one of you the treasurer of that group. Turn all your income over that– over– over to the one treasurer, then decide what each one needs as good comrades for their minimal expenses. Then turn all that into the central fund and channel all your expenses through the central fund, so that we can see what one apostolic home can do. We have a lot of things to consider these times. We’re a thinking people. I’m reading a magazine and hear it from Africa, saying that Americans of every variety, the rich blacks are making investments in Africa, knowing what’s ahead. Well, we should have something there. We have to carry on our work here, and we have to carry it on in the Bay Area. But we have to be prepared for every situation, and there’re better ways to making money than we’re doing. And it would be good for us to set up these cooperatives very soon. I– I was thinking that there’s two lots down there. If we don’t uh, find some emergency this election, we should undertake a building program probably and bring people into a common community, make this the dining room during the day, so that all income could go into a central fund. And I can assure you, that if we would try this kind of work, we would amaze everyone what we could do.

Voices in Congregation: (Quietly) That’s right. Amen. That’s right. Amen.

Jones: You give structure for children, certainly, and structure for adults. At least let’s make a good start over here in this home. Let’s utilize every bed that can be utilized without hampering the fine workers that’re going to make the project.

Voice in Congregation: (unintelligible) Maxine about getting a place over there.

Jones: Un-hmm [Yes]. Well, I don’t know– don’t know (unintelligible phrase) and put, as I say, as many in as you can without hampering yourself, but really make a go with this. I don’t know uh, what’s your common feeling is about the treasurer back there of the group. How many are going in over there– uh, the youth– how many youth are going in?

Voice in Congregation: (too quiet)

Jones: Yes, you oughtta be over there, Judy, if you can. (unintelligible word) Oughtta be with– oughtta be able to have some way to do more than that. Can we get some others that are free to try this and put some income into this situation and some cooperation building that– finishing that file room off. (Pause) Very well. (Pause) Uh, it is my suggestion that you decide on a treasurer amongst yourself– amongst yourselves and let me know tonight who it is. If I don’t approve– I can’t imagine that happening, but if I don’t, I’ll let you know. But the best budgetarian, the one that’ll be the most careful, get– get right now. Get st– let’s get started, ’cause if we put our combined income– What does your combined income represent there? Now, the few that are in it already.

Male: (unintelligible) 38 members.

Jones: Um-hmm. (Pause) And of course, you’ve got driving expenses. work expenses, (clears throat) but I’d like to see you set an example for the rest for this– this– this family. By cutting cost to the– the barest to show what we’re going to have to do. (Pause) I wish we right now had a million dollars in Africa. You say, well, you talk about here and you talk about it there. Well, you gotta s– you got to have businesses like that before you can do anything anyplace else. You’ve got to have a financial base. We’ve got some money that is in readiness for such an endeavor. (Pause) I would like also tonight in the matter of business, the Mill College, saying (unintelligible word)–

Several in Congregation: Mills College.

Jones: Mills College is planning a trip to Africa. Behind it some of this planning is– it’s in January, 28 days. And I think we need to have some to go, if I cannot go myself. I don’t know uh, who’ll go. We’ll– we not decide that tonight in a minute. I think we need to ma– we make– it’s a 28-day trip for around 600 dollars, and it’s not enough to talk about any tr– any pleasure trip. We’re talking about someone to go over there and see– There’re three or four countries being visited during that 28 days. And I think we oughtta plan as a church to have some representatives to go. Let’s be thinking ahead. You’ll be guests in African homes, and uh, you’ll learn the habitat, the lifestyle of each of these countries. You’ll be right in contact with the mainstream of the people, and certainly we want to make that on our agenda. And uh, someone from San Francisco, one of the secretaries should see me to pursue more information on that trip tonight. Is any of the secretaries here? I didn’t uh– I didn’t notice any secretary. Hm? Leona [Collier]? Yeah, good, well, it’s good to have her home.

Congregation: Applause.

Jones: Good to have her home. (Pause) She didn’t want us to bother her while she was there. She didn’t want us to take our time to do so, which was tremendous dedication. But we– we’re so tempted so many times to do so many things in her direction, but she was adamant about that. So we’re glad to see her here in the assembly. Well, what we want to know is something about Mills College program to Africa January 1 to twenty-eighth, I think. Tonight we will take our offering, I think, at this– at this particular junction. We have run into another opportunity in the Bay Area on this building. We can get the mortgage, but it’ll require a little bit more cash if we move. We can buy out from under the realtors, and get the building for just what’s owed on it, which is about half what the people paid for it. And so we– we’re forced to take that kind of an opportunity. Certainly don’t want to pay 150,000 for a building, when you can pay 90,000 for a building, and a building at 90,000, if we can get it, that would uh, seat all of our people, and we’ll build a community there. You that are vol– we have those already that are volunteering to live in the apartment of this building that we’re negotiating in San Francisco, and to convert other rooms to make it a commune of the same type of thing, a common treasure. Jane Mutschmann, I remember, uh, Lorraine Smith, (unintelligible first name) Flowers, Sheila, Bea Morton, to name some that are wi– willing to go together. It’s vital that we do it. (Pause) And I got some of the minutes of the caucus of the Democrat convention today, and it made me rather disturbed to see how many of our own people even sell us out. (Pause) Our own leaders, how they sell us out, every one, practically. The only one that didn’t sell out– it wasn’t a sell-out in the actual process of the convention, according to this writer, a white writer, was [U.S. Rep. Ron] Dellums. But even he– they weren’t– they weren’t too sure what he was doing behind the scenes. Doesn’t make one too happy. What I’m saying in so many words, if we don’t look after ourselves, then nobody going to look after us.

Voices in Congregation: That’s right.

Jones: Now what I want you to do is to stand up, each of you, and tell what you’re going to give right now.

(Tape edit)

(Long pause)

Jones: (speaking foreign language, or glossolia) (Scats a short tune) Just a moment, brother, I’m trying to get– to get a honkey on the road. (Pause) (speaking glossolia or possible Romance language)

(Tape edit)

Jones: (singing) By and by when we gather home, when all the honkeys are– all are gone (laughter)

Organ plays, congregation sings “By and By”

Jones: (Singing)

I say/ By and by, when the morning comes/ When all the niggers are surely gathered home/ We’ll tell the story when all the honkeys are gone/ We’ll understand it better by and by/ Oh yes, it’s by and by/ When us niggers are home/ Tell the story/ W hen all the honkeys are gone/ Yes, we’ll tell our story/ How we’ve overcome/ For we’ll understand it better/ By and by/ We’ll understand it

(tape edit)

Jones: –the old saying about mixing oil with water. Your chances of mixing somebody– you’re going to tell her– you can tell her– you can tell a honkey. What is a honkey? A honkey is a bigoted white soul. Or a Uncle Tom–

Voice in Congregation: That’s right.

Jones: – Black soul.

Voices in Congregation: That’s right.

Jones: But pretty generally it’s a blanchee, and when I say blanchee, that means white, or Prayto [phonetic], that means white and uh, Honkey or Mickey Mouse, or something else, you know. Old Faye, Charlie, (chuckles) the Man. I– I ca– I want to have peace when I come to the assembly tonight. I don’t want to see folk I’ve been looking at. They’ve been putting their boot on the neck of people that’ve been poor, or poor whites, black or brown. I don’t want to see them. I don’t want to see them. There’s no respect of persons in God, and I don’t want to see people that are prejudiced when I gather together.

Nearby Voice: (Quiet)

Jones: I don’t– Now you be sure you get– you get us to understand what you’re doing when you bring people here. If there’s somebody wants to vouch for any– any honkey, you do so. You vouch for him right now, and we’ll receive him. You vouch for them that they will let my black son [Jim Jones Jr.] grow up and marry their daughter, if he wants to. He’ll probably won’t. I want you to vouch for ’em, and then we’ll let ’em in. Until I know something about them, we’re not letting ’em in. You understand that? You make that quite clear. One thing about us, we’re not poor niggers over here. We’ve got enough to make us get along, we don’t need any honkeys offering unless they’re one of us.

Voices in Congregation: That’s right.

Jones: [You] Say, I don’t understand your talk. I’m talking Bible, Americanized version.

Congregation: Calls and applause.

Jones: Says you cannot love God whom you have not seen. You love not your brother whom you have seen. And God’s no respecter of person. Out of one blood made all nations to dwell on the face of the earth. That means together. That means for the blood to flow together, and for them to integrate and amalgamate and assimilate– assimilate all the characteristics of every group. And I want to find out where people are. When you come in here with anybody that is of light complexion. I want to know who they are. Some of them here they uh, uh, they just want a little nookie, and uh, bald on the top. (Pause)See, at times you pray– When you’re– When you’re a prophet, you see too much.

Voicse in Congregation: Assent.

Jones: You sure do. I– No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no. They want to find each other, let them find each other. (Pause) Anybody got any questions? Now what we’re saying is in so many words, darling, is there’s some black folk here got some white folks out there, and those white folks are out there until the black folks stand up and tell us who you are. And when we find out you’re free, then we’ll let your white folks in.

Congregation: Stirs.

Jones: Does that make clear?

Congregation: Scattered applause.

Jones: You got somebody taking a tour, and they’ll be touring around there till they meet you after meeting. If you– (Laughs) If you want to identify them now. There Sister standing over there that was light-complected, she’s outside until we know something about her. Do you know something about her? And, if you know something about her, we want to know something about you. If we decide we know enough about you, that you know enough about her, and we know enough about you, we’ll let you all stay.

Congregation: Stirs.

Jones: Shhh! This should be another night, but it is– It happens to be a midweek service, and I’m not in the mood for a midweek service.

Voice in Congregation: Laughter.

Jones: I’m in a Tuesday night mood, for– Wednesday night’s here. I don’t know what you do about that.

Congregation: Scattered applause

Jones: I’m trying to get myself in gear for Wednesday night, but I’m still in gear for Tuesday night. And I’ll– I’ll work on it little bit.

Voice in Congregation: That’s right.

Jones: Now somebody gonna claim that woman out there, or she’s going to wander around through our aged homes all night.

Congregation: Murmurs

Jones: What’s that?

Woman: (Inaudible)

Jones: Ahh, I don’t know– You know her?

Female: No, (inaudible)

Jones: Somebody in here knows her.

Woman: (Inaudible)

Congregation: Stirs.

Jones: Well– Shhh! I– I know you would, Jamaica, and sit down. (Pause) It’s sweet. I was taking offering until I saw the other fellow. (laughs) (shouts) Hey, did you understand the mystery?

Congregation: Calls.

Jones: Some of you didn’t understand the mystery. I said I was taking offering until I saw the other fellow. Nothing. I can conquer land and tempest-tossed sea. I can ride through many a storm. There’s nothing that gives me such a nausea as seeing the other fellow. (Pause)Children, you’re not– you’re not embracing the mystery.

Congregation: Calls

Jones: You’re not embracing the mystery, Love Life [Lowe]? Huh?

Inaudible

Jones: (Laughs) No, she does not understand. Well, I’ll tell you. Who– uh, who– who would you think would be the other fellow in America today? Would he be blue, green, red, or white? I give you one guess, and it’s towards the end.

Congregation: Laughter.

Jones: (chuckles) Nobody in here– There ain’t nobody in here but niggers, are there?

Congregation: Cries out.

Jones: And that old coot over there hunting for a girlfriend.

Congregation: Scattered laughter.

Jones: It’s wonderful.

Congregation: Calls.

Jones: God addresses himself to the matters that it pleases him.

Voice in Congregation: That’s right.

Jones: Hold your– Hold yourself firm in there, precious love, and give that baby its nurturing milk, ’cause Father’ll take you through. He’s talking a little different since he come West, but he’s still the same spirit. (laughs)

Congregation: Scattered calls.

Jones: It’s wonderful.

Congregation: Calls.

Jones: Now my blood pressure is healed, now I’ll work on healing the rest of you, you see.

Congregation: Stirs.

Jones: I truly say this, and I mean this. We’re– Everyone’s welcomed here that loves all people. And we don’t know anybody that loves all people, unless you make better record of their testimony. I don’t want to have to discern their situation. I don’t want to have to discern their situation. You let me know. I’m saying– anybody want to claim that– that light-complected sister to the right. She was standing there a while ago, till I sing “By and By When the Morning Comes.” Now if anybody here wants to claim her, then we’ll– we’ll go over there and convert her on her own, but if anybody wants to claim her– Now she’s supposed to be here with some black people. No black people got a white folk out there that’s lost.

Voice in Congregation: Mighty God.

Jones: S’all right, that’s what– That’s right. Mighty God. Well, if she says what she– uh, she don’t know where she’s at, and you don’t know where she’s at, and Love Life don’t know where she’s at either. But it’s all right anyway, Love Life. (Pause) I read some of the ridiculous schemes uh, afoot this afternoon, some communiques that are not readily available to other people, uh, to harm my little ones not here particularly, but all my black and precious golden brown and yellow little ones. And I read too many schemes, (Pause) and I’m tired of the insensitivity to– to our people. And I’m opening up this ark to those that are truly niggers, in the sense that they have become identified with the suffering of all fellow men. If you are not identifying, if you feel that you’re somebody, then you’re nobody here.

Congregation: Scattered calls.

Jones: And if you think you know something, you don’t know anything like you ought to know it. And if you feel like you’re content in what you have, you’re in the wrong place. Because there’re people that’re suffering, they’re all around this land today. And we want only the people here that are touched by the feeling of their brothers’ and sisters’ infirmities. And that word means– that– that one of the words we’re using in a good sense. We’re– I’m making a conversion of the word “Nigger.” It means the oppression that’s around us. I’m converting that word. See, God can convert a word if he chooses. He can use the words that pleases him. God is God, you have said. And if you didn’t say it, he is.

Congregation: Stirs.

Jones: If I’m privileged or allowed by you to raise the dead, if you permit me, as you did last Sunday to raise the dead, and to heal every known disease and the cancers to be spit up all around us, and a man crippled by a truck, he couldn’t move his hand, to be relieved of pain so he could move his hand. If you permit me to do that, if you permit me to stop the accidents, stop people by two minutes from being run all over the highway with seven or nine people laying dead, if I’m permitted to do that, then I’m permitted to take a word that I wish to use, and make it for a good purpose, even though you’ve known if for a bad purpose. I’ll take that word and use it as it pleases me.

Congregation: Stirs. (Pause)

Jones: It’s sweet. Now we’re– we’re– Did we pass those plates of offerings? Did they all get passed? Did everybody get their







Congregation: Scattered applause. (Pause)









Congregation: Calls and applause. (Pause)



















Congregation: Calls









Tape garbles




d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE
COLLECTED
SERMONS OF

JIM JONES

VOLUME IV
The 1972 Sermons, Part Two,
and Additional Sermons

]eff Hood Edltor





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





