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    Dear Young Monster was first performed at the Bristol Old Vic on 22 February 2024. The cast was as follows:


    
      
        	
          PERFORMER

        

        	 

        	
          Pete MacHale (he/him)

        
      


      
        	
          Director & Dramaturg

        

        	 

        	
          Sammy J Glover (they/them)

        
      


      
        	
          Producer

        

        	 

        	
          Jess Donn (he/they)

        
      


      
        	
          Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Cara Evans (they/she)

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Hugo Dodsworth (he/him)

        
      


      
        	
          Composer/Sound Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Roly Botha (they/them)

        
      


      
        	
          Video Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Dee Dixon (she/her)

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Katy Hoste (she/her)

        
      


      
        	
          Movement Director

        

        	 

        	
          Loe D’Arcy (they/them)

        
      


      
        	
          Dramaturg

        

        	 

        	
          mandla (no pronouns)

        
      


      
        	
          Technical Stage Manager

        

        	 

        	
          Rosh Conn (any pronouns)

        
      

    


    It was revived at Soho Theatre on 5 August 2025 with the folling cast:


    
      
        	
          PERFORMER

        

        	 

        	
          Pete MacHale (he/him)

        
      


      
        	
          Director & Dramaturg

        

        	 

        	
          Sammy J Glover (they/them)

        
      


      
        	
          Producer

        

        	 

        	
          Jess Donn (he/they)

        
      


      
        	
          Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Cara Evans (they/she)

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Hugo Dodsworth (he/him)

        
      


      
        	
          Composer/Sound Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Roly Botha (they/them)

        
      


      
        	
          Video Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Dee Dixon (she/her)

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Lighting Designer

        

        	 

        	
          Conor Divers (he/him)

        
      


      
        	
          Movement Director

        

        	 

        	
          Loe D’Arcy (they/them)

        
      


      
        	
          Marketing/PR Lead

        

        	 

        	
          Pansy Studios

        
      


      
        	
          Technical Stage Manager

        

        	 

        	
          Rosh Conn (any pronouns)

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager & Operator

        

        	 

        	
          Daniel McVey (he/they)

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    


    To Mum, for putting up with all of it.

    Thank you.

    Love you.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Letter to Readers


    Dear Young Monster is a show that has been in the making since 2018, born initially from a need to try and communicate the lived experiences of a young trans person growing up in the world around us. The original version shared seven years ago was short and a bit clumsy, but there was something sort of weird and alive at the heart of it that needed to be developed.


    The experience of taking that initial seed and bringing this show to life with a team of incredible trans and queer creatives has affirmed that, like anyone else’s, trans narratives deserve the time, space and support to be as nuanced and messy as they need to be. The extraordinary response to the show has taught us that in the UK today, stories like this are both urgent and necessary.


    At the end of 2024, people under the age of eighteen questioning their gender identity in the UK were stripped of their access to healthcare with an indefinite ban on puberty blockers. In April 2025, the UK Supreme Court ruled that the definitions of man and woman were defined by biological sex only. Following this, the Equality and Human Rights Commission introduced interim guidance that makes it harder to live freely as a trans person. Every day, it becomes harder for trans people, especially trans kids, to be seen, to be respected, and to be safe.


    We are not so naive as to believe one play can fix all this, but it is our sincere hope that in the face of such injustices against the trans community, Dear Young Monster becomes not just a coming-of-age story, but an act of resistance. We do not ask for your pity – we demand your recognition. We ask you to sit with us, to listen and look for yourself, trans or cis, in this journey. There is joy, power and beauty in finding yourself, whatever that looks like.


    To trans people navigating this world with us: we honour you.


    To those actively fighting for trans rights: we thank you.


    With rage and hope,

    Pete MacHale and Sammy J Glover


    July 2025

  

  
    
      
    


    Notes on the Text


    The play is performed as a monologue, spoken by one character. He acts as narrator, as himself within scenes, and voices the other characters he speaks to throughout.


    Dialogue he speaks as other characters is shown ‘in quotation marks like this’, the character speaking should be clear from context.


    The character telling the story is a transgender man, he should be played by an actor whose own identity aligns with/is adjacent to/encompasses that.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed

  

  
    
      
    


    


    Trans+ Support Networks


    Below is a list of organisations who provide specialised support to trans, nonbinary, intersex, and any other gender diverse identity. These support services are UK wide.


    TRUK Listens

    Phone: 0800 009 0584

    Open daily 8 a.m.–midnight


    Mermaids

    Phone: 0808 801 0400

    Webchat: mermaidsuk.org.uk/support-line

    Open Mon–Fri, 1–8.30 p.m.


    Gendered Intelligence

    Phone: 0800 640 8046

    WhatsApp: 07592 650 496

    Email: supportline@genderedintelligence.co.uk

    Open weekdays at various times.


    Mindline (Trans+ specific number)

    Phone: 0300 330 5468

    Open Fri evenings


    TransUnite

    Directory to find in-person Trans support groups across the UK transunite.co.uk


    Switchboard LGBT+ Helpline

    Phone: 0800 0119 100

    Email: hello@switchboard.lgbt

    Webchat: switchboard.lgbt

    Open daily 10 a.m.–10 p.m.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    Dear Young Monster first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2025 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


    This ebook first published in 2025


    Dear Young Monster copyright © 2025 Pete MacHale


    Pete MacHale has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


    Cover photography by Finn Crawley, graphic design by Jackson Deans


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


    ISBN  978 1 83904 499 1 (print edition)

    ISBN  978 1 78850 922 0 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This book may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Manager, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, tel +61 (2) 8514 5201, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (and amateur and stock performances in the United States of America and Canada) should be addressed in the first instance to Nick Hern Books.


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.

  
OEBPS/Images/pub.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml


  

    Contents





    

      		Cover





      		Title page





      		Contents





      		Original Production Details





      		Dedication





      		A Letter to Readers





      		Notes on the Text





      		

        Dear Young Monster



        

          		One





          		Two





          		Three





          		Four





          		Five





          		Six





          		Seven





          		Eight





          		Nine





          		Ten





          		Eleven





          		Twelve



        



      





      		Trans+ Support Networks





      		About the Authors





      		Copyright and Performing Rights Information



    



  



  

    Guide





    

      		Cover





      		Title page





      		Contents





      		Dear Young Monster





      		About the Author





      		Copyright and Performing Rights Information



    



  



OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
o)

gﬁf





