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Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes:  

The Greatest Detective Ever!  

Sherlock Holmes is the most famous detective 

in fiction. With  his best friend, Dr Watson, 

Sherlock uses his  amazing brain to solve 

mysteries that no one  else  can.

Sherlock Holmes was  created  by Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle. He first appeared in Conan 

Doyle’s novel 

A Study  in  Scarlet

 in 1887, 

and since then,  the  stories featuring  the 

detective have never been out of print. 

His stories have been published in 

practically  every language around  the 

world! Hundreds of actors have  played Holmes in movies, TV 

and radio shows  and  on the stage. Every year,  hundreds of articles, 

books and magazines are published  on Sherlock, and there are 

dozens of fan clubs, websites and podcasts devoted to the detective.

Sherlock is considered to be one of the most recognisable  characters 

in the world, on a par with Santa  Claus! This shows  how amazing 

Sir Arthur Conan  Doyle’s storytelling  powers are. Even though 

Sherlock was  created in the late 1800s,  he’s  still one of the biggest 

influences on detective fiction and pop culture across  the  globe.
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Arthur  Conan Doyle was born  on 22nd May 1859 in  Edinburgh, 

Scotland. His  parents, Charles Doyle  and  Mary  Foley, had  seven 

children that survived  to adulthood. Arthur was the  second oldest.

He went to school  in both England  and Austria before returning  to 

Edinburgh to study  medicine  in 1876. While  studying, he met Dr 

Joseph Bell, who  had amazing  observational skills and deductive 

reasoning. This would inspire Doyle  to create the character of 

Sherlock Holmes. 

After finishing  medical school  in 1881, Conan  Doyle  became a 

physician, opening  up  practices  in Plymouth, Portsmouth and London. 
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However, these  were not particularly successful,  and Conan Doyle 

earned extra money by writing  stories.  He  had always loved  writing 

stories, even as a student. 

His first story  featuring  Sherlock Holmes 

was  the  novel, 

A Study in Scarlet

, 

published in 1887. A second Holmes novel, 

The Sign  of  Four

, followed in 1890. 

However, it was the series  of  short 

stories published in the 

Strand Magazine

 

from  1891,  that established  Conan  Doyle 

as  a  master of detective fiction. Doyle 

would  ultimately  write 56

 

short stories 

and  four  novels featuring Holmes. The 

stories were originally illustrated by  an 

artist called Sidney Paget who  drew 

over  350  illustrations for  Conan  Doyle’s 

stories before his death in 1908.

Conan Doyle  didn’t  just write  about Holmes. He wrote  over 200 

short  stories,  novels  and articles  in  many  styles  and covering  many 

subjects, including science  fiction, history, politics and  war.  He  was 

knighted in 1902 by King Edward VII.

Conan Doyle  died at  his home in Sussex on 7th July 1930 aged 71. 

His stories are still loved by  millions of people  today.

Illustrator Sidney Paget 
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The Adventure of the Speckled Band

:  

The Short Story

The Adventure of the Speckled  Band 

was  published in the 

Strand 

Magazine

 in February 1892. 

It is thought  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  Sherlock Holmes  short 

stories,  with even Conan  Doyle calling it  his best short story. 

To the modern reader, it’s  not without its  tricky issues to deal 

with. This fascinating  mystery is set in the context of some  very 

old-fashioned  views of women  and girls’ roles  in  society, Britain’s   

colonial occupation of India  from the  mid-1800s to the  mid-1900s, 

and  judgemental  views  aimed at  the  Roma community. The  story 

gives us a  lot  to think  about.

The story was published in a book  called 

The Adventures  of 

Sherlock Holmes

 in October  1892,  along  with eleven other Sherlock 

Holmes  short  stories. Artist  Sidney Paget  produced nine  illustrations 

for the story, all  black-and-white, whereas the illustrations  drawn 

by  Claudia Petrazzi for this comic  are in full colour: 
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THE ADVENTURE OF THE SPECKLED BAND

LONDON, 1883: Sherlock Holmes is the world’s 

most brilliant consulting detective! He possesses 

extraordinary powers of reasoning and deduction. 

He can solve the trickiest problem, spotting clues 

that others don’t even notice!

Holmes lives at 221b Baker Street, a famous address 

where people go when they need his help. His trusted 

friend, Dr John Watson, shares his residence and 

writes about their exciting adventures. Together 

they make an unforgettable team, solving mysteries 

and bringing criminals to justice! 
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