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      Imagine being a kid growing up on a plantation, having to work long hours in the fields and being treated harshly just because of the color of your skin. This was the world Harriet Tubman was born into. Harriet was born around 1822 in Maryland, and her life was filled with challenges from the very beginning. She was born into slavery, which meant she and her family were considered the property of the plantation owner. They didn't have the freedom to make their own choices, and their lives were controlled by others.

      Harriet's birth name was Araminta Ross, and she was often called "Minty" by her family. Even as a young girl, Harriet was strong and determined. She had to be, given the hard life she was living. She was hired out to work for different families starting from the age of five. One of her jobs was to check muskrat traps in icy cold rivers. It was dangerous and exhausting work, especially for a little girl.

      Life was tough for Harriet, but she never lost her spirit. Her mother, Harriet "Rit" Green, was a strong influence on her. Rit was determined and brave, and she passed those qualities on to her daughter. Harriet's father, Ben Ross, was also a source of strength. He taught her about the forest, how to navigate through the woods, and how to survive in nature. These skills would become incredibly important later in Harriet's life.

      One day, when Harriet was about twelve years old, something happened that changed her life forever. She was in a store when she saw an enslaved person trying to escape. The overseer (the person in charge of making sure enslaved people didn't run away) threw a heavy weight at the man, but it hit Harriet instead. She was badly injured and suffered from headaches and seizures for the rest of her life. Despite this, Harriet didn't let it stop her. She was determined to be free.

      Harriet decided she had to escape. She knew it was dangerous, but staying in slavery was not an option for her. In 1849, Harriet made her escape. She used the skills her father taught her to navigate through the woods and find her way north. After a long and treacherous journey, she finally reached Pennsylvania, a free state. For the first time in her life, Harriet was free. But she didn't forget about the people she left behind.

      Freedom was sweet, but Harriet knew she couldn't enjoy it while her family and friends were still in bondage. She made a courageous decision: she would go back and help others escape. This was incredibly risky. If she were caught, she would face severe punishment or even death. But Harriet was fearless. She returned to the South many times, guiding dozens of enslaved people to freedom along the secret network known as the Underground Railroad.

      The Underground Railroad wasn't a real railroad with tracks and trains. It was a network of secret routes and safe houses used by enslaved people to escape to free states and Canada. The people who helped them were called "conductors," and Harriet Tubman became one of the most famous conductors of all time. She never lost a single person she was guiding, earning her the nickname "Moses," after the biblical figure who led his people to freedom.

      Harriet's bravery and determination were truly remarkable. She used clever strategies to avoid capture. For example, she would travel at night and use the North Star to guide her. She knew how to blend into her surroundings and communicate in code. Harriet also carried a gun for protection, not just from slave catchers, but to motivate anyone who might get scared and want to turn back. She couldn't afford to have anyone give away their location.

      But Harriet's work didn't stop with the Underground Railroad. During the Civil War, she worked for the Union Army as a cook, nurse, and even a spy. She was the first woman to lead an armed expedition in the war, guiding a raid that freed over 700 enslaved people. Harriet Tubman's contributions to the war effort were invaluable, and she was a true hero.

      After the war, Harriet continued to fight for justice. She worked tirelessly to help formerly enslaved people start new lives. She also became involved in the women's suffrage movement, fighting for women's right to vote. Harriet Tubman's life was a testament to the power of courage, resilience, and a deep commitment to freedom and equality.

      the underground railroad

      The Underground Railroad might sound like a secret train that ran underground, but it wasn’t a train at all. It was a network of secret routes and safe houses that helped enslaved people escape from the South to freedom in the North or even Canada. The people who helped them were incredibly brave and used clever strategies to avoid capture.

      Think of it like a giant game of hide-and-seek, but with much higher stakes. The people escaping, called “freedom seekers,” had to move quietly and quickly, always on the lookout for danger. The “conductors” were the people who guided them and made sure they had places to hide along the way.

      The term "Underground Railroad" came from the language of the times. Words related to trains and railroads were used as code to keep the real purpose a secret. For example, "stations" were safe houses where freedom seekers could rest and hide. "Conductors" were the guides who led them from one place to another. Harriet Tubman was one of the most famous conductors, leading hundreds of people to freedom without ever getting caught.

      Imagine you’re playing a game where you have to sneak through your neighborhood without being seen, finding secret spots to hide in and people who will help you along the way. Now, imagine doing that at night, through unfamiliar territory, and knowing that if you’re caught, you’ll be sent back to a life of harsh conditions. This gives you an idea of what the freedom seekers experienced.

      The people who helped run the Underground Railroad were from all walks of life. They were black and white, men and women, and they all shared a common goal: to end slavery and help people find freedom. Some were former enslaved people themselves, like Harriet Tubman, who knew exactly how dangerous the journey was. Others were abolitionists, people who believed that slavery was wrong and were willing to risk their own safety to help.

      One of the clever strategies used on the Underground Railroad was to travel by night. The darkness provided cover, making it harder for slave catchers to spot the freedom seekers. They often used the North Star as a guide, because it always pointed north. Harriet Tubman was known to sing spirituals, which were songs with hidden messages that gave instructions or warnings to those escaping.

      The routes taken by the freedom seekers were long and difficult. They had to cross rivers, climb mountains, and walk through forests. Sometimes, they traveled by wagon or boat, but often they had to walk for miles and miles. The journey could take weeks or even months, depending on how far they needed to go.

      Safe houses, or “stations,” were crucial to the success of the Underground Railroad. These were homes, barns, churches, or other buildings where freedom seekers could hide during the day. The people who owned these places were called “stationmasters.” They provided food, clothing, and a place to rest before the freedom seekers moved on to the next stop.

      One famous stationmaster was Thomas Garrett, a Quaker who lived in Delaware. He helped more than 2,700 enslaved people escape to freedom. His house was always open to those in need, and he never turned anyone away, despite the risks.

      Harriet Tubman often led groups of freedom seekers to the home of William Still, another important figure in the Underground Railroad. William Still was a free black man who kept detailed records of the people he helped. He interviewed each person, learning their stories and documenting their experiences. This was incredibly risky because if his records were discovered, it would have put many lives in danger. But thanks to his efforts, we have a wealth of information about the Underground Railroad and the people who used it.

      Communication on the Underground Railroad was also very secretive. Messages were often sent using code words and signals. For example, a lantern placed in a certain window or a special knock on the door could signal that it was safe for the freedom seekers to come inside. Letters were written in code or disguised as ordinary correspondence to avoid suspicion.

      Despite the dangers, many people were committed to helping freedom seekers. Some of them were even willing to face imprisonment or worse if they were caught. They believed so strongly in the cause of freedom that they put their own lives at risk.

      One of the most inspiring things about the Underground Railroad is how it showed the power of cooperation and solidarity. People from different backgrounds and beliefs came together to fight for a common cause. This network of support helped countless individuals gain their freedom and highlighted the strength of human compassion and bravery.

      purpose of the book

      Bravery is a theme that runs throughout Harriet Tubman's life. Think about what it means to be brave. It's not just about facing danger without fear; it's about doing what is right even when you are scared. Harriet Tubman showed us that true bravery is about making tough decisions and taking action despite the risks. When she decided to escape from slavery, she was taking a huge risk. She didn't know what dangers lay ahead, but she knew that she had to seek freedom. Her courage didn’t stop there. She returned to the South many times to help others escape, knowing each time that she could be caught and punished.

      This kind of bravery can inspire us in our daily lives. Maybe you won't have to escape from physical danger, but there are many situations where being brave is important. Standing up for a friend who is being bullied, speaking out when something is unfair, or trying something new even when it's scary – these are all acts of bravery. Harriet Tubman’s story shows us that bravery can change lives, not just our own, but the lives of others too.

      Freedom is another central theme of Harriet's life. For her, freedom was not just the ability to go where she wanted. It was the right to live with dignity, to make choices, and to have control over her own life. Imagine being told every day where you can go, what you can do, and how you must live your life. That was the reality for enslaved people. Harriet’s fight for freedom wasn’t just for herself but for everyone who was suffering under the same conditions.

      Freedom is something we sometimes take for granted, especially if we've always had it. Learning about Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad helps us appreciate the freedom we have and understand how precious it is. It also teaches us about the struggles others have faced to achieve that freedom. This understanding can motivate us to protect our own freedoms and advocate for the freedoms of others. Whether it’s through voting, supporting fair laws, or simply being aware of the rights we have, we can honor the legacy of those who fought for freedom.

      Justice is the third pillar of Harriet Tubman’s story. Justice means treating people fairly and making sure that everyone gets what they deserve. Harriet believed deeply in justice. She saw the injustice of slavery and devoted her life to fighting it. After the Civil War, she continued to work for justice by helping formerly enslaved people and advocating for women’s rights.

      Justice is a concept that we encounter every day. It's in the rules we follow at school, the way we treat our friends, and the laws that govern our
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