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Introduction

My design approach is to create projects that look complicated but are actually simple to follow and work up! I think this is especially important when we make things to wear, because most crocheters are intimidated by concepts like yarn selection, gauge, size, complex stitch and row repeats, seams and joins, and fit. But learning just a few simple techniques and following progressively built designs will really advance your confidence and abilities!

In this book, I’ll break down these concepts to help develop your crochet knowledge and skills, so that you can build gorgeous crochet tops, sweaters, vests, ponchos, and so much more!

Whether you’re brand new to crochet or finally ready to make your first top, there are a few things to note when using this book so that you can feel confident and be successful.

First, start with the Simple Shapes. I suggest starting in the beginning section of this book and working your way through, because each section builds on the last. If you’ve never crocheted a top before, starting here will help you to learn about yarn choices, gauge, size, fit, and more!

Next, read the design descriptions. Every design is listed in order of difficulty, each with more skills, parts, or instructions than the last. The most important spec-ifications for each design have been outlined so that you can feel confident about what you need to know to be successful or what you may learn as you work.

After that, be sure to use the right yarns. The materials you use are crucial to getting the best style, look, and feel for your crochet top. All yarns in this book are sourced from major commercial companies and should be easily accessible in your local shops or online. However, you can also use the yarn alternatives suggested for each design.

Finally, read and practice before you start. While there is nothing more satisfying than starting a new crochet project, there is nothing more frustrating than feeling stuck and confused. That’s why I suggest reading the entire pattern (from “Sizes/Finished Measurements” down through the instructions) to make sure you’ve got what you need to get started. If a special stitch or technique is required, make time to practice it first! Finally, be sure to check out the “Resources” section at the back of this book for more help, and have fun building your crochet skills and wardrobe!

Peace + Love + Crochet Salena Baca
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Tips for Successful Skill (and Crochet Top) Building

Use Stitch Markers!

Bobbie pins are my favorite stitch markers, but you can use any device that will help you mark your stitches. Marking stitches while you crochet in rows or rounds helps you determine the top of every stitch that you’ll count so that you’re not increasing or decreasing unintentionally. Try this method when a pattern tells you to chain in the beginning of a row or round:


	■If your chain counts as a stitch, place 1 stitch marker into the last chain formed. This will mark the top of your first stitch, and this is where you will join at the end of your round or work to in rows.

	■If your chain does not count as a stitch, place 1 stitch marker into the loop on your hook (just after your chain[s]). This will mark the top of your first stitch, and this is where you will join at the end of your round or work to in rows.
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Yarn Substitution Made Easy

You may not always be able, or want, to use the suggested yarn a pattern calls for. But yarn is so very dynamic, with lots of characteristics to consider, and it can’t always be substituted based on a single factor alone. For example, when you’re feeling yarn, it can be soft, squishy, stretchy, sturdy, stiff, or scratchy. You wouldn’t want stiff, scratchy yarn for a shirt, right?

When substituting yarn, start with the same yarn weight and subclass. For example, medium worsted is not the same as medium aran. Check the wraps per inch (WPI) of a yarn to be sure your substitute is a good fit. To measure the WPI, wrap yarn around a ruler, gently and without too much tugging. Count the number of wraps in an inch. If one yarn can be wrapped ten times per inch, then a good yarn weight substitute would have the same WPI. You can try yarn sub.com for suggestions!


Blocking Your Fabric, Caring for Your Finished Pieces

Blocking is a finishing technique applied to fabrics we make when we crochet.


	■Blocking helps to smooth fabric and even stitches.

	■Blocking encourages shapes, edges, and borders.

	■Blocking with fabric solutions can help to stiffen or soften fabric.



Not everything you crochet requires blocking. In fact, some fibers will not take to blocking at all, while others will truly benefit from a good blocking session! For example, plant and animal fibers (cotton, superwash merino) are highly responsive to blocking. However, synthetic fibers (acrylic) might be encouraged into shape but won’t really set with blocking.

Read your yarn label and consider the characteristics of the fibers. Some fibers are stronger when wet (linen), some can become weak and delicate (cotton), and other fibers will felt (natural wool). Your yarn label will tell you how to best care for your yarn (and, therefore, your finished projects) so that they’ll last!

Swatching and Gauge Made Easy

In crochet, a swatch is really just a small sample of work. Creating these small samples will help you determine and accomplish quite a lot in your finished projects. One of the most common reasons to swatch is to see whether your personal gauge matches the gauge listed in the pattern. This is important when the size of the finished project should be specific; your sweater should be extra small and not medium, for example.

When making a gauge swatch, there are a few things to note:


	■Start with the same yarn and same hook size called for in the pattern. When you start with the exact elements the pattern calls for, you’re more likely to meet gauge off the bat! If you’re a bit off, you can make small adjustments to match gauge as closely as possible. If you are substituting yarn, swatch with the yarn and hook you plan to use for your piece and adjust the hook size as needed to match gauge. This will also give you a chance to see whether you like how your yarn works up in the pattern.

	■The bigger the swatch, the better. Gauge is typically listed in a 4 x 4 in. (10.2 x 10.2 cm) square; stitches per inch, rows per inch. When you’re making a swatch to meet gauge, try to make a swatch slightly larger than the gauge mass indicated—for example, make a 6 x 6 in. (15.2 x 15.2 cm) swatch for measuring 4 x 4 in. (10.2 x 10.2 cm). You’ll have a greater area to measure and will be able to clearly see whether your stitch tension is larger or smaller than the stitch gauge listed.

	■Follow the pattern. You might ask what stitches you should work up to check your stitch gauge. The answer is always, always, always the same stitches as used in the pattern ! If the pattern is a basketweave stitch, work up a swatch using that! If the pattern is alternating rows of double crochet and single crochet, work up a swatch using those! The stitch (or stitches) you should measure will be listed in the gauge section of your pattern.







SIMPLE SHAPES

A beginner’s paradise! Squares and rectangles are a breeze to work up, and these are perfect shapes to help introduce you to gauge, tension, size, and your next favorite top. Each of these designs are worked in just one, two, or three pieces, using very simple stitch variations and row repeats.



[image: chpt_fig_001]

[image: chpt_fig_002]

[image: chpt_fig_003]




Woodbury Poncho
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This design is just one long panel sewn together on one side (leaving a head opening, of course). You’ll use chain, single, and triple crochet stitches to make this open-work fabric.



SIZES/FINISHED MEASUREMENTS

Small: 50 in. (127 cm) long × 22 in. (55.9 cm) wide

Medium: 54 in. (137.2 cm) long × 24 in. (61 cm) wide

Large: 58 in. (147.3 cm) long × 26 in. (66 cm) wide

GAUGE

1 Fan = 2.4 in. (6.1 cm), 6 pattern rows = 4 in. (10.2 cm)

YARN

Cascade Yarns Cantata, Medium weight #4 yarn (70% cotton, 30% superwash merino wool; 218 yd./200 m per 3.5 oz./100 g hank); Grey: 3, 4, 5 hanks

Yarn alternatives: Katia Cotton Merino, Stylecraft Starlight Aran, Rico Design Fashion Bisous

HOOK & OTHER MATERIALS


	■US size I-9 (5.5 mm) crochet hook

	■Yarn needle

	■Measuring tape



SPECIALTY STITCHES & TECHNIQUES

Fan = ([Tc, Ch 2] 4 times, Tc) into same stitch

Half Fan = (Tc, Ch 2, Tc, Ch 2, Tc) into same stitch

NOTES

For best fit, measure from neck to arm where poncho should meet; follow width that is closest match.
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INSTRUCTIONS

Small (Medium, Large)

Ch 74 (82, 90).

Row 1 (RS): Skip 1 Ch (not a St), Sc, [skip 3 Ch, Fan, skip 3 Ch, Sc] 9 (10, 11) times—9 (10, 11) Fans + 10 (11, 12) Sc.

Row 2: Ch 6 (first Tc + Ch 3), turn, skip 6 Sts, Sc, [Ch 3, skip 6 Sts, Tc, Ch 3, skip 6 Sts, Sc] 8 (9, 10) times, Ch 3, skip 6 Sts, Tc into last St—10 (11, 12) Tc + 9 (10, 11) Sc + 18 (20, 22) Ch-3 spaces.

Row 3: Ch 5 (first Tc + Ch 2), turn, (Tc, Ch 2, Tc) into same St, [skip 3 Ch, Sc into next St, skip 3 Ch, Fan into next St] 8 (9, 10) times, skip 3 Ch, Sc into next, skip 3 Ch, Half Fan into last St—8 (9, 10) Fans + 2 Half Fans + 9 (10, 11) Sc.

Row 4: Ch 1 (not a St), turn, Sc, [Ch 3, skip 6 Sts, Tc, Ch 3, skip 6 Sts, Sc] 9 (10, 11) times—10 (11, 12) Sc + 9 (10, 11) Tc.

Row 5: Ch 1 (not a St), turn, Sc, [skip 3 Ch, Fan, skip 3 Ch, Sc] 9 (10, 11) times—9 (10, 11) Fans



Finishing


	■Fold poncho in half by length, so that the first and last rows are touching.

	■Thread 30 in. (76.2 cm) of yarn with yarn needle.

	■Starting with first and last rows, sew both thicknesses together on one side until 11 (12, 13) in. [27.9 (30.5, 33) cm] are left (head opening).

	■Fasten off, trim excess, and sew in all ends.
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