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Explanation of Symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:

[image: images]



	[image: images]

	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better



	[image: images]

	Black stands slightly better



	[image: images]

	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move
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	compensation



	→

	attack



	↑

	initiative



	∞

	unclear



	⇆

	counterplay









Introduction

I should say right away that I never knew personally the hero of this book. I am a bit too young. Maybe this is for the best – often, personal acquaintance hinders one in judging the true quality of a thinker.

The play of Tigran Vartanovich Petrosian (1929-1984), the ninth World Champion, remained little-explored for a long time. In my view, the reason for this lies mainly in his lack of resemblance to any other player. It was hard to understand the basis of his great, prolonged and remarkably stable successes. His playing signature defies any precise characterization. There is not the relentless pressure of Robert Fischer, the opening preparation and gigantic will to win of Garry Kasparov, the purposefulness and determination of Mikhail Botvinnik, the technique of Anatoly Karpov and, even more obviously, the combinational genius of Mikhail Tal. But even so, Petrosian had all these qualities, though in a surprising, rather unusual form, proportions and manner of utilization.

Despite being one of the most peace-loving of players, he won numerous tournaments, and held the title of World Champion for six years.

Although he dabbled in training work, he had no real pupils – it is simply impossible to learn to play like Petrosian, as he was unique.

These are not just fine words. Having spent the last eighteen months absorbed in the world of his games, I can say these things with some foundation. In our world of labels and clear definitions, categorical judgements and relative clarity, it is impossible to find a clear label for Petrosian’s play (or any such label will at least be one-sided, if not simply false). In his play, there is everything that makes chess rich. Literally every game of his (I’m not talking here about the many quick draws to which Tigran Vartanovich was, so to speak, not averse) sparkles for me with the extraordinary nature of his chess genius. This is not an analytical genius for producing long variations at the level of Lev Polugaevsky. He was not a sporting genius either. Nevertheless, he was a grandiose chess player. Why? As I understand it, he passionately loved chess exactly as a game. He liked to invent something new at the board, each time surprising his opponents with the inexhaustibility of his imagination.

Maybe this will sound harsh and unusual, but in many ways he remained a gigantically strong amateur. Hence his frequent opening disasters. Hence too, and partly because of a certain weakness of character, the numerous games that were not brought to victory (you will see enough examples in this book). Hence the difficult endgames, which nonetheless he was often able to save.


My task here is to study Petrosian the defender. The greatest mistake would be to consider him a fan of boring passive defence. Defence according to Petrosian was always the search for counter-chances, bluffing, posing the most difficult practical tasks to the opponent. He was Tal reversed. It is not coincidental that in this book there are quite a few battles between Tal and Petrosian. This was a really interesting phenomenon in chess history.

The teacher, without whom Petrosian could not have become a great player, was primarily Aron Nimzowitsch (more precisely, his books – the maestro died when Tigran was five years old, and so they never knew each other). As a child, Tigran was captivated by these books, and his style was formed for life.

What were the common features of Nimzowitsch and Petrosian? They were (in my personal view, of course) as follows:

1. The tireless search for little-studied lines.

2. Frequent rejection of a real struggle for the initiative as White and for clear equality as Black.

3. The tendency towards manoeuvring and a waiting game.

4. Patience, the ability to await your moment of luck.

5. Precise play, a positional flair that is almost unmistakable.

6. The preference for knights over bishops.

7. Sharp changes in the rhythm of the game (from defence to attack, even if risk is involved).

I could go on, but I do not want to try the reader’s patience. In general, their play was quite similar. Of course, Petrosian was a lot stronger – chess evolved tremendously over the several decades that separated these chess giants. But it can be argued that in some respects Petrosian remained in the previous chess era, when chess seemed inexhaustible. He made attempts to catch up with the modern era and worked a lot with opening specialists, and yet his play gives the impression that he was dubious about all these long, so-called ‘forced’ variations. But it is striking that, despite this, in his later years, against much more sophisticated openings and young opponents, he demonstrated the highest level of play, remaining a dangerous opponent to all.

What I have written so far can be considered as a kind of introduction to the introduction. Now to the main point. My tasks do not include enumerating all aspects of the personality of my hero, his sporting results or his biography. My theme is Tigran Petrosian’s (for brevity, I will generally call him TP in the remainder of the book) defensive play.


What are the main features of this defensive play?

1. Intolerance of passivity.

2. The search for counterplay at the cost of any concessions.

3. A readiness for unbalanced positions.

4. The sharpest tactical vision.

5. Composure in the handling of the worst positions.

6. Optimism.

7. A tendency to relax after emerging from a bad position.

8. A love of exchange sacrifices.

9. A penchant for king journeys in the most dangerous situations.

10. Often hard-to-explain pawn weakenings.

11. Preference for knights over bishops (an extremely rare quality for a player of such a level).

12. A depressed mood in the worst minor-piece endings without counterplay.

A most original and unique set of qualities, I’m sure you’ll agree!

I love to study the chess classics. My attempt to improve my defensive skill by studying the games of Tigran Petrosian led to a sharp desire to delve more deeply into the topic and in the process my eyes lit up more and more. I understood that this defence should be shown to the whole world in all its details. The results are shocking.

The book you are holding in your hands can be considered unusual, even sensational. Why? Because it explodes the myths about one of the most mysterious players of all time. To many readers, it may even appear disrespectful and excessively critical towards the play of the ninth World Champion. However, I have only striven to be objective.

We are accustomed to consider Tigran Vartanovich Petrosian to be a player who was extremely accurate, patient, well-founded and even, to a certain extent, boring. To some extent, that remains true, but only in those cases where he felt comfortable in the course of the game. However, things were quite different in cases where he was under attack.

I should add straightaway that there were not so many opponents who really wanted to try to beat the great champion, and so Petrosian did not that often have to defend himself against serious threats. But there were exceptions. And when he had to defend himself, then our hero changed completely. He became first and foremost a tactician, a player who was absolutely fearless and adventurous (in the best sense of the word). I will repeat that this only happened when he was defending his position. Naturally, by playing that way Petrosian was taking great risks and provoking tactical play where no rules applied. Interesting and unpredictable events occurred.


It’s time to start the actual book. It is arranged in the following way. In the first Part, I have gathered some games of TP, starting from the early ones, trying to show the stages of the formation of this outstanding defender. That is, starting from the earliest games and continuing to the last, you will be able to trace a certain evolution of TP’s defensive methods (or lack thereof). The standard of opponents will naturally grow as well.

In Part II, I have examined ‘micro-matches’ with some of his great contemporaries, in order to trace the history of their relationship as far as TP’s defensive skills are concerned. These are games with world champions and important contenders, long-term opponents of TP on the highest levels of world chess.

In many respects I was guided by my tastes, so please do not think that I consider, for example, Lev Polugaevsky to be a less worthy contender than Lajos Portisch or Paul Keres.

Also, games between Petrosian and Robert James Fischer (except for the earlier ones) are hardly covered at all. Why? As I understand it, Fischer’s climax in the 1970s was a whirlwind, against which it was impossible for anyone to stand up. Realizing this, TP played below his strength against him. Well, okay, this book is not about Fischer, we have a different, no less interesting hero.

I will add that in many examples of defence that I studied, TP reminded me of the legendary Jackie Chan – his thought worked so unpredictably, just as suddenly and, it would seem, he was undeservedly saved in the most hopeless situations.

This book is a textbook on active defence. Play like Petrosian, play better than Petrosian!

Alexey Bezgodov

Khanty-Mansiysk, August 2020






PART I

Descent and evolution

Exchange sacrifices – the first well-known example

Game 1Sicilian Defence

Dunaev

Tigran Petrosian

Leningrad ch-URS jr 1946

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.♘xd4 ♘f6 5.♘c3 e6 6.♗e2 a6 7.a4 ♗e7 8.♗e3 ♕c7 9.♘b3 b6 10.f4 ♗b7 11.♗f3 ♘bd7 12.0-0 ♖c8 13.g4

[image: images]

13...♘c5

Other possibilities in brief:

A) 13...h5 14.g5 ♘g4 15.♗xg4 hxg4 16.♕xg4 ♕c4 17.♖ad1 g6[image: Img];

B) 13...h6 14.♕e2 g5!?;

C) The more adult Tigran might have chosen 13...0-0 14.g5 ♘e8, but after 15.♘d4 White’s position is more active.

14.♘xc5 bxc5

Weaker was 14...dxc5 15.e5 ♖d8 16.♕e2 ♗xf3 17.♕xf3 ♘d5 18.♘xd5 exd5 19.♖ae1[image: Img].

15.g5 ♘d7 16.a5 ♖b8

On 16...h6, there could follow 17.g6!.

17.♕d2 ♗c6 18.♘a4 ♖b4 19.b3

[image: images]

19...♖xe4

By modern-day standards, this move looks fairly simple and even obvious. But it was Tigran Vartanovich himself who first introduced this sort of positional exchange sacrifice into the armoury of the chess player. Thus, this game, despite the modest strength of the white player, occupies an important place in the modern history of chess.

Also strong was 19...h6 20.g6 0-0[image: Img] (20...fxg6!?[image: Img]).

20.c4 h6 21.g6

Maybe he should have preferred 21.♘c3 ♖xe3 22.♕xe3 hxg5 23.♗xc6 ♕xc6 24.fxg5 ♘e5 25.♖a2 ♖h4 26.♖g2 ♕b7[image: Img].

21...f5 22.♘c3 ♘f6 23.♗xe4

How should Black recapture? The answer to this question is not that simple.


[image: images]

23...fxe4

Intending to create a central pawn mass.

The computer very much prefers 23...♘xe4 24.♘xe4 ♗xe4 25.b4 0-0 26.bxc5 ♖f6[image: Img]. I also like this more.

24.♖ad1

Or 24.b4 cxb4 25.♘a2 b3 26.♘b4 ♗a8[image: Img].

24...d5 25.cxd5 exd5 26.f5 d4 27.♗f4 ♕c8

[image: images]

One has the impression that Black has a huge amount of extra material. Effectively, that is the case.

28.♘e2 ♕xf5 29.♗g3 ♕xg6 30.♘f4 ♕f7 31.♕c2 g5 32.♘e2 d3

White resigned.

A striking positional achievement by TP, which had a great influence on his whole play.

Refuting an unjustified attack on the h-file

Game 2Caro-Kann Defence

Kristaps Smilga

Tigran Petrosian

Leningrad ch-URS jr 1946

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.♗d3 ♘f6 5.♗f4 ♘c6 6.c3 ♗g4 7.♘f3 a6 8.♘bd2 e6 9.0-0 ♗d6 10.♗g3 0-0 11.♕e1 ♘e7 12.♘e5 ♗f5 13.f4 ♗xd3 14.♘xd3 ♘f5 15.♗f2 ♗e7 16.♘e5 ♖e8

[image: images]

17.g4

In those days, some illusions still remained (though not amongst the chess elite, of course) as to the viability of such attacks. Petrosian, of course, had no such illusions.

17...♘d6 18.♗e3 ♘fe4 19.♖f3 f6 20.♘d3 ♗f8 21.♕h4 f5 22.g5

The exchange of queens is no part of White’s plans, of course, although this was the best decision and would have allowed White to hold this inferior position.

22...g6 23.♘e5

Or 23.♖h3 ♖e7[image: Img], but not 23...h5 24.♘e5[image: Img].

23...♕c7 24.♕e1 b5 25.h4 ♘f7 26.♔g2 ♘xe5 27.dxe5 a5 28.♕e2 b4 29.♗d4 ♖ec8 30.h5 a4 31.♘xe4 dxe4 32.♖h3


[image: images]

32...a3 33.hxg6

More tenacious was 33.b3 bxc3 34.♖xc3 ♕d7. The position is favourable for Black, but not totally clear.

33...hxg6 34.♖c1

The decisive mistake – now White’s queenside collapses.

Essential was 34.b3!.

34...axb2 35.♕xb2 ♕c4 36.♖c2

[image: images]

36...♖a3

Also possible was 36...♖xa2 37.♕xa2 b3 38.♕a7 ♖c7, leading to a win for Black as well.

37.♖e3 ♖xa2 38.♕xa2 b3 39.♕b2 bxc2 40.♕xc2 ♕xd4 41.♕b3 ♕d5 42.♕b2 ♗c5 43.♖h3 e3+ 44.♔f1 ♕d1+ 45.♔g2 e2 46.♕b7 ♕f1+

White resigned.

An invincible bluff?

Game 3King’s Indian Defence

Iivo Nei

Tigran Petrosian

Leningrad ch-URS jr 1946

1.c4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 e5 3.♘f3 d6 4.d4 ♘bd7 5.e4 g6 6.♗e2 ♗g7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♖e1 ♖e8 9.♗f1 a5 10.b3 exd4 11.♘xd4 ♘c5 12.f3 c6 13.♗e3 d5 14.exd5 cxd5 15.♘db5 ♘a6 16.cxd5 ♘b4 17.d6 ♗f5 18.♖c1

[image: images]

Black is lost. Tigran sharply changes the course of the game.

18...♖xe3

Objectively this does not save the game, but it does force White to calculate a series of accurate moves. This habit, in positions with serious strategic problems, of forcing the game into tactical channels at any cost, was a noticeable characteristic of TP all his career.

19.♖xe3 ♗h6 20.♖e1

Ivo Nei, a future second of Boris Spassky, was also young and inexperienced at the time. An experienced professional would prefer the clinical 20.♖e7! ♗xc1 (20...♕b6+ 21.♔h1+-) 21.♕xc1 ♕b6+ 22.♕e3+-.


20...♖c8!

Sensing his opponent’s uncertainty, TP correctly does not rush to regain the exchange and brings up his last reserves, the rook.

[image: images]

21.♘d4?

Nei fails to find the fairly complica­ted variation 21.♕d4! ♘c6 22.♕h4+-.

21...♗xc1 22.♗c4

He could have resisted more with 22.♘xf5! ♖xc3 23.♕d4 gxf5 24.♕xc3 ♗f4∞.

22...♗f4

Sufficient to win. Also good was 22...♗b2! 23.♘xf5 ♗xc3 24.♘e7+ ♔g7 25.♘xc8 ♗xe1-+.

23.♖e7 ♕xd6 24.♘xf5 ♗xh2+ 25.♔h1 gxf5 26.♕e2 ♗g3 27.♖xf7 ♔h8 28.♘b5 ♕f4 0-1

[image: images]

In this practically childhood game, one can see a number of the characteristics of the later fearsome Petrosian. Most of all, a readiness to embrace a definite degree of risk, which places both players on the edge of the precipice and tests their composure, skill and luck.

Game 4English Opening

Tigran Petrosian

Khanan Muchnik

Tbilisi ch-URS qf 1947 (10)

Maybe it was this game, along with others, which resulted in the creation of that well-known device, the ‘Petrosianesque positional exchange sacrifice’.

1.c4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 g6 3.g3 ♗g7 4.♗g2 0-0 5.e4 e5 6.♘ge2 d6 7.0-0 ♗e6 8.d3 c6 9.♔h1

[image: images]

9...d5

Possibly an oversight, but it turns out to be lucky.

Of course, 9...♘a6= was simpler.

10.exd5 cxd5 11.♗g5

Not much was promised by 11.♕b3 ♘c6 12.♕xb7 ♘a5 13.♕a6 dxc4∞.

11...dxc4

11...d4!? 12.♗xb7 ♘bd7[image: Img] was also interesting.

12.♗xf6 ♗xf6 13.♗xb7 ♘d7 14.♗xa8 ♕xa8+ 15.f3


[image: images]

Black’s splendid bishops are at least adequate compensation for the exchange. How many times did an astonished chess world observe such a picture in the subsequent years of Petrosian’s career! Yes, the future World Champion had the ability to learn from his setbacks.

15...cxd3

More accurate was 15...♘b6! with superb play.

16.♕xd3 ♘c5 17.♕e3 ♖c8 18.b4

Petrosian missed the chance of 18.♖ac1!, and the white rooks become active.

18...♘d7 19.♖ad1 ♗e7 20.a3 a5

[image: images]

Worried by the activity of Black’s pieces, TP prefers to abandon winning attempts.

21.♕e4 ♕xe4 22.fxe4 axb4 23.axb4 ♗xb4 24.♘d5 ♗f8 ½-½

Game 5Caro-Kann Defence

Mikhail Shishov

Tigran Petrosian

Tbilisi 1948

This game shows the sporting weaknesses of TP.

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ♗f5 4.g4 ♗d7 5.♗g2 e6 6.c4 h5 7.g5 ♘e7 8.h4 ♘f5 9.♘e2 dxc4[image: Img] 10.♘g3 ♘a6 11.♘e4 ♕b6 12.0-0 ♕xd4 13.♕xd4 ♘xd4 14.♘bd2 ♘f5 15.♘xc4 ♘xh4

[image: images]

16.♗h1?!

White’s play would have been given more meaning by 16.♘cd6+ ♗xd6 17.♘xd6+ ♔e7 18.♘xb7 ♘xg2 19.♔xg2 c5 20.♘d6[image: Img].

16...♘f5 17.♗e3 ♘b4 18.a4 ♘d5 19.a5 ♗e7 20.♗c5 ♗xc5 21.♘xc5 ♖b8 22.♗e4 ♔e7 23.♗xf5 exf5 24.f4

[image: images]


Petrosian has calmly won two pawns and beaten off the unfounded attack. But now he relaxes.

24...b6?!

Missing any winning chances, but guaranteeing against loss. TP kept a feeling for absolute safety throughout his career. Both 24...♗c8 and 24...♗e6[image: Img] were possible.

25.axb6 axb6 26.♘xd7 ♔xd7 27.e6+

Perhaps Black missed or underestimated this check?

27...♔e8 28.♖a7 fxe6 29.♖xg7 ♔f8 30.♖a7 ♖g8 31.♖h7 ♖g7 32.♖h8+ ♖g8 33.♖h7 ½-½

Game 6Old Indian/Benoni Wall

Salo Flohr

Tigran Petrosian

Moscow ch-URS 1949 (3)

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 d6 3.♘c3 e5 4.♘f3 ♘bd7 5.♗g5 ♗e7 6.e3 0-0 7.♕c2

[image: images]

7...exd4

Why surrender the centre?

Four years later against Euwe, Petrosian preferred the rather more solid 7...c6 and drew easily.

8.♘xd4 ♘e5 9.♗e2 ♘g6 10.h4!

In general, grandmaster Flohr was a symbol of quiet and peaceableness on the chessboard, but such aggressive play would probably have pleased Garry Kasparov.

10...c6

10...h6? 11.h5! ♘e5 (11...hxg5 12.hxg6 with attack) 12.♗f4 and then 0-0-0 would only help White.

11.♘f5 ♗xf5 12.♕xf5 ♕c7

Note that again TP exchanges bishop for knight. But White also has other plusses.

13.0-0-0! ♖fe8 14.h5 ♘f8

[image: images]

15.♖h3!

A creative approach! TP himself later used such lateral rook manoeuvres with success.

15...d5 16.♖g3 g6

16...♗d6? 17.♗xf6! ♗xg3 18.♕g4+-.

17.hxg6 fxg6 18.♗f4

Note Petrosian’s tactical trap: 18.♗xf6? ♕xg3!-+.

18...♕c8 19.♕c2 ♗b4

[image: images]


20.♗h6

Slightly more accurate was 20.♖f3!.

20...♕e6 21.♕b3 ♗xc3 22.♕xc3 ♖e7 23.♕d4

[image: images]

23...b5

This move is objectively bad, but in later years too, TP habitually strove in such difficult positions to change the course of events, despite the risk. He followed the principle ‘Things can’t get any worse’ and ‘We shan’t be the ones to stumble!’

24.♖f3 ♘8d7 25.♗g5 ♖f7 26.cxd5

Flohr avoids 26.cxb5 c5 with the idea of ...♘e4⇆, although here too, White is better.

26...♘xd5 27.♖xf7 ♕xf7

[image: images]

28.♗f3

The first small success for Black – Flohr misses the most energetic way to proceed.

28.e4! ♘f4 29.♗g4+-.

28...♘5b6 29.♗h6

Here too, 29.♗g4! was good.

29...♖e8 30.♔b1

Simplest was the dangerous-looking 30.♕c3! ♘e5 31.♗xc6!. White simply wins a pawn, with an overwhelming superiority, as the pins do not work because of the weakness of the back rank.

30...♘e5 31.♗e2 g5!

Posing the maximum difficulties to a tired opponent. Of course, not 31...♕xf2?? 32.♕xe5! ♖xe5 33.♖d8+ ♔f7 34.♖f8+ ♔e7 35.♖xf2+-.

32.♔a1 ♕g6

Or 32...♕f6 33.♕d6[image: Img].

33.♖h1 ♕f6

He was not saved by the active 33...♕c2 34.♗h5 c5 35.♕d1! ♕xd1+ 36.♖xd1 ♘f7 37.♗xg5+-.

34.♖h5 ♕xf2

It is hard to punctuate this move. Yes, Black could have been mated by force, but on the other hand, he wasn’t! And he could have saved the game. It is clear that other moves lead to a slow but unavoidable defeat. And this did not suit Petrosian.

35.♖xg5+ ♔f7

[image: images]


36.♖g7+?

Petrosian’s stubborn defence in a very difficult position begins to bring its rewards – the experienced GM misses a forced mate: 36.♗h5+ ♘g6 37.♗xg6+ hxg6 38.♕g7+ ♔e6 39.♖xg6+ ♔d5 40.♕d4#.

36...♔e6 37.♗g4+?

In time-trouble, it was almost impos­sible to see the decisive blow 37.♗f4!.

37...♘xg4 38.♕xg4+

[image: images]

38...♔d5?

Evidently, TP’s play was also affected by time-trouble. 38...♕f5 would have offered Black real chances of saving the game: 39.♕e2 ♘d5 40.♖xa7 ♕g6 41.♗f4 ♖e7[image: Img].

39.♕d4++-

Also very strong were 39.♖d7!+- and 39.♕d1+! ♔e6 40.♗f4 ♖d8 41.♕g4+ ♔d5 42.♕f5+ ♔c4 43.♕e4+ ♔c5 44.b4#.

39...♔e6 40.♕e4+ ♔f6 41.♕d4+ ♔e6 42.♕e4+ ♔f6 43.♕xc6+

And Black resigned. There is no sense in continuing: 43...♖e6 44.♕c3+ ♖e5 45.a3+-.

Despite the defeat, a magnificent game by Petrosian the defender. He almost achieved a miracle and managed to pull himself out of the swamp, like Baron von Munchausen.

Underestimation of the long diagonal

Game 7Ruy Lopez

Vasily Byvshev

Tigran Petrosian

Gorky ch-URS sf 1950 (11)

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 a6 4.♗a4 ♘f6 5.0-0 ♗e7 6.d4 exd4 7.e5 ♘e4 8.♘xd4 0-0 9.♘f5 d5 10.♗xc6 bxc6 11.♘xe7+ ♕xe7 12.♕d4 ♘c5 13.♕c3 ♖b8 14.♘d2 ♖e8 15.♖e1 ♘d7 16.b3 c5 17.♗a3 ♖b6 18.♖ad1 ♗b7 19.f4 ♖g6 20.♕d3

[image: images]

In a non-standard position with opposite-coloured bishops, TP did not find the best line, but was let off:

20...♖e6

The necessary counterplay was offered by the paradoxical 20...♕h4! 21.f5 ♖g4 (21...♖h6 22.♕g3=) 22.♘f3 ♕h3 (22...♕h5∞) 23.♖d2 d4 24.g3 h5!, and White can find himself in danger. The black pieces operate strongly and aggressively.

21.♘f3 h6 22.c4! ♘b6 23.cxd5


Also very strong was 23.♕e3 d4 24.♕f2! ♗xf3 25.♕xf3 f6 26.♖xd4 fxe5 27.♖de4, and Black is in a very bad way.

23...♗xd5

[image: images]

24.f5?

Could White really have overlooked his opponent’s reply?

He wins with 24.♘d4!. Black can hardly hope for anything after 24...♖g6 25.g3+-.

24...♗xf3 25.fxe6 ♗xd1 26.exf7+ ♕xf7 27.♕xd1 c4 28.♗b2 cxb3 29.axb3 ½-½

Tricked by Panov

Game 8King’s Indian Defence

Tigran Petrosian

Vasily Panov

Moscow 1950

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 d6 3.♘f3 g6 4.g3 ♗g7 5.♗g2 0-0 6.0-0 ♘c6 7.♘c3 e5 8.d5 ♘e7 9.e4 b6 10.♖b1 a5 11.a3 ♗d7 12.b4 axb4 13.axb4 ♕c8 14.c5 bxc5 15.bxc5 ♗h3 16.c6 h6 17.♖b7 ♘e8 18.♘d2 ♗xg2 19.♔xg2 f5 20.f3 ♕d8 21.♘c4 ♘c8 22.♗e3 f4 23.♗f2 fxg3 24.hxg3 h5 25.♗e3 ♕f6 26.♕d2 ♕f7 27.♘b5 ♖a4 28.♕c2 ♖a8 29.♗b6 h4 30.♗xc7 ♕f6

[image: images]

Black has been completely outplayed. However, Petrosian relaxes for some unknown reason and falls under a crushing attack in a rather harmless position.

31.♗a5 hxg3 32.♕e2

The simplest was 32.♗e1!. A more experienced TP would undoubtedly have preferred this elegant bishop retreat: 32...♕g5 33.♗xg3 ♗h6 34.♘c7+-.

32...g5 33.♗d2

33.♗e1!.

33...♘e7 34.♘b6

And again, 34.♗e1!.

34...♖a2 35.♘c3?

It was already essential to play 35.♔xg3! ♕h6 36.♖xe7 ♘f6, and at least White will not lose immediately.

[image: images]

35...♖xd2 36.♕xd2 g4


White is in a bad way.

37.♖xe7 ♕h4 38.♔g1 ♗h6 39.f4 ♕xe7 40.♘d7 ♗xf4 41.♖xf4 ♖xf4 42.♕g2 ♖f3 43.♘e2 ♕g5 44.♘b6 ♕e3+

White resigned.

Game 9Nimzo-Indian Defence

Vladimir Simagin

Tigran Petrosian

Moscow 1950 (2)

An outstanding game, a creative achievement by Petrosian, which is valuable even to our day.

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 e6 3.♘c3 ♗b4 4.a3 ♗xc3+ 5.bxc3 ♘c6 6.f3 b6 7.e4 ♗a6

[image: images]

It looks as though White has achieved a great deal – a strong centre, the two bishops and possibilities of an attack. But by virtuoso piece play, Black demonstrates that he is fine.

8.♗g5

The other approach is 8.e5 ♘g8 9.♘h3 ♘a5 10.♕a4 ♘e7!.

8...♘a5

A very dynamic system of defence, going over to the counterattack. Petrosian’s ingenuity makes a strong impression even today.

9.e5 h6 10.♗h4 g5 11.♗f2 ♘h5 12.h4

[image: images]

12...f5!

Extremely strong! It may seem that Black exposes his king to additional danger, but in reality, he secures it from all danger!

It is interesting that modern analysis engines prefer the greedy 12...♗xc4, but after 13.hxg5 ♕xg5 14.♘h3 ♕g8 15.g4 White is attacking, although I will not commit myself as to how successfully.

13.exf6

This gives the initiative to Black, who quickly develops his pieces and goes over to the attack.

The time had come for White to concern himself with saving the position, which was still possible with 13.hxg5 ♕xg5 14.♘h3 ♕g6 15.g4! (here we see active defence in the style of Petrosian!) 15...fxg4 16.♗d3 ♕f7 17.fxg4 ♘f4 18.♘xf4 ♕xf4 19.♕e2 0-0 (19...0-0-0 20.♗e3 ♕g3+ 21.♗f2 ♕f4=) 20.♖d1 ♗b7 21.♗e3 ♕g3+ 22.♗f2 ♕f4 with equality.

13...♕xf6 14.c5 ♗xf1 15.♔xf1 g4 16.♕d3 0-0 17.♖e1 ♘f4 18.♕c2


[image: images]

Black has a huge positional advantage, but how can he convert it to success?

18...♘c4! 19.g3

Falling into a nice trap, which is quite common in such difficult positions. But 19.♗g3 ♘d5 20.♕d3 b5-+ was hardly any better.

19...♕f5!

What a disappointment for White – the knight does not have to quit the square f4.

20.♖c1

Black’s idea is based on the variation 20.♕xf5 ♘d2#.

20...♕d3+

Maybe 20...♘d3 was slightly more accurate, but Petrosian plays more simply.

21.♕xd3 ♘xd3 22.♖d1 ♘db2 23.♖a1 gxf3 24.♘h3 bxc5

[image: images]

The rest of the game is somewhat unjustified, as White really should resign.

25.♔g1 ♘d3 26.♔h2 ♖ab8 27.♖a2 ♖b3 28.dxc5 e5 29.g4 e4 30.g5 e3 31.gxh6 exf2 32.♘xf2 ♘xf2 33.♖xf2 ♔h7 34.♖d1 ♖f7 35.c6 d6 36.♖d3 ♖b2 37.♔g3 ♖xf2 38.♔xf2 ♘e5 39.♖d4 ♘xc6 40.♖a4 ♔xh6 0-1

Game 10Nimzo-Indian Defence

Vladimir Alatortsev

Tigran Petrosian

Moscow ch-URS 1950 (10)

This game is notable for the fact that Petrosian prefers guaranteed safety and security, over a tactical variation which is objectively in his favour.

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 e6 3.♘c3 ♗b4 4.e3 d5 5.♘f3 0-0 6.♗d3 c5 7.0-0 ♘c6 8.♘e2 cxd4 9.exd4 ♗e7 10.b3 b6 11.♗b2 ♗b7 12.♘g3 ♖c8 13.♖c1 ♖c7 14.♘e5 g6 15.♕e2?!

It was necessary to prefer 15.♘xc6 ♖xc6 16.♕e2=.

[image: images]

15...dxc4?!

I do not doubt that Tigran saw the blow 15...♘xd4! 16.♗xd4 (16.♕e3 ♘c6 17.♘xc6 ♖xc6 18.h3 ♖e8[image: Img]) 16...dxc4 17.♘f5 cxd3[image: Img]. I prefer not to speculate on what it was that he didn’t like.


16.♘xc6 cxd3 17.♘xd8 dxe2 18.♖xc7 exf1♕+ 19.♘xf1 ♖xd8 20.♖xe7 ♖d7 21.♖xd7 ♘xd7 22.♘e3 ♘f6 23.♘c4

Draw agreed.

Game 11Queen’s Pawn Opening

Pal Benko

Tigran Petrosian

Budapest 1952 (11)

Deadly boredom

1.♘f3 ♘f6 2.g3 d6 3.d4 g6 4.b3 ♗g7 5.♗g2 0-0 6.♗b2 a5 7.0-0 c6 8.a4 ♘a6 9.♘bd2 d5 10.♘e5 ♗f5 11.f3 c5 12.e4 ♗e6 13.exd5 ♘xd5 14.♘dc4 ♕c7 15.♕d2 ♘db4 16.f4 ♖ad8 17.c3 ♘c6 18.♕e3 cxd4 19.cxd4 ♘ab4 20.♖ac1 ♗d5

[image: images]

Black’s position is no worse and is rock-solid. It is hard to imagine that he could lose. Perhaps at some moment he was lulled to sleep?

21.♖fd1 ♖fe8 22.♗a3 ♗xg2 23.♔xg2 e6 24.♕e4 ♗f8 25.♗xb4 ♘xb4 26.♘e3 ♕e7 27.♖c5 b6 28.♖cc1 ♗g7 29.♖c4 ♕d6 30.♖dc1 f6 31.♘f3 ♖e7 32.♖c8 ♖ed7 33.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 34.♕b7 ♖b8 35.♖c8+ ♖xc8 36.♕xc8+ ♗f8 37.♕b7

[image: images]

Of course, the activity of the white queen causes Black some discom­fort, but objectively the position is equal. However, there is an important and for Petrosian unpleasant factor – he has no way to develop any activity and create counterplay. In waiting tactics, he was weaker.

37...♘d5

It seems the most precise move was 37...♕d8=.

38.♘c4 ♕b4

This loses a pawn without compen­sation. He had to play 38...♕d8 39.♘fd2 ♗b4 40.♘e4 ♗e7 (40...h6 41.h4 ♕e7 42.♕c6 f5 43.♘f2 ♗c3 44.♘xb6 ♘e3+ 45.♔f3 ♗xd4 46.♘c8 ♕f6 47.♕e8+ ♔h7 48.♘e7 ♕g7 49.♘c6[image: Img]) 41.♕c6 ♔f7 42.♔f3 ♗f8 43.g4 ♗e7 44.f5 exf5 45.gxf5 (45.♘ed6+ ♗xd6 46.♘xd6+ ♔e7=) 45...♔g7 46.♘ed6. White is better but Black is not yet losing anything.

39.♕d7 ♕e7 40.♕c6!

Perhaps this is what Black had missed. In the remainder, Pal Benko is steady and accurate.

40...h5 41.♘xb6 ♕d6 42.♕xd6 ♗xd6 43.♘c4 ♗c7 44.♔f2 ♔f7 45.♔e2 ♘b4 46.♔d2 ♔e7 47.♘e3 ♗d6 48.♘g2 ♘d5 49.♘gh4 ♔f7 50.♔d3 ♘b6 51.♘g2 ♔e7 52.♘e3 ♗c7 53.♔e4 ♗d8


[image: images]

54.d5! f5+ 55.♔d4 ♘d7 56.♘c4 exd5 57.♔xd5 ♘f6+ 58.♔c6 ♘e4 59.♔b5 ♔e6 60.♘xa5 ♘c3+ 61.♔c4 ♘xa4 62.bxa4

Black resigned.

Game 12Ruy Lopez

Herman Pilnik

Tigran Petrosian

Budapest 1952 (3)

The theme of this game is the plan of transferring a knight to f4, popular in many open games. The game also has another, rarer aspect – Petrosian is outplayed with the aid of a positional exchange sacrifice!

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 a6 4.♗a4 ♘f6 5.d3 d6 6.c3 g6 7.0-0 ♗g7 8.♘bd2 0-0 9.♖e1 ♘h5

Planning to bring the knight to f4. This does not seem to me to be the strongest plan. White quickly gets a real advantage, but were things entirely clear?

10.♘f1 ♔h8

If he wished, Black could immedi­ately play 10...♘f4, but, as usual, TP does not hurry. In case things later start happening on the kingside, he tucks his king away from possible checks and also frees g8 for the rook.

11.♗b3 ♘f4

[image: images]

12.♗xf4

There is also 12.d4!?.

If 12.a3 f5!.

12...exf4 13.d4 g5

Black does not escape his difficul­ties after 13...f5 14.♘1d2 fxe4 15.♘xe4 h6 16.h3[image: Img].

14.h3 ♕f6

Or 14...h5 15.♘3h2 g4 16.hxg4 hxg4 17.♘xg4 ♕g5 18.♘fh2 ♗d7 19.♕f3[image: Img].

15.♘1h2 ♕g6

Finally preparing a pawn attack. The immediate 15...h5!? was also very interesting.

16.♗c2 h5 17.e5 ♕h6 18.exd6 cxd6 19.d5

There were also romantic variations like 19.h4 g4 (19...gxh4 20.♘xh4 ♖g8 21.♘f5 ♗xf5 22.♗xf5 ♕g5 23.♗h3[image: Img]) 20.♘g5 ♗f6 21.♕d3 ♔g7 22.♕h7+ ♕xh7 23.♘xh7 ♗xh4!? 24.♘xf8 ♔xf8[image: Img].

19...♘e5 20.♘xe5


[image: images]

20...dxe5

TP faced a difficult choice, but analysis shows that recapturing with the pawn increases White’s chances. However, this is not quite the case – his choice is the more fighting one.

Not bad was 20...♗xe5 21.♘f3 ♗f6 22.♘d4 g4 (22...♗e5!? 23.♘f5 ♗xf5 24.♗xf5 ♔g7) 23.♘f5 ♗xf5 24.♗xf5 gxh3 (24...g3; 24...f3) 25.♗xh3 ♖ae8, and it is hard to believe that White will win.

21.♘f3 f6 22.d6 ♗d7

Not 22...g4 23.♘h4+-; but very attractive was 22...♖d8! 23.c4 g4 24.♘h4 f5 25.♗xf5 ♖xd6 26.♕a4 ♖c6 27.♗e4 gxh3. The position is hard to assess and any result is possible.

23.♕d5

[image: images]

23...♖ab8

Tantamount to popping out for a smoking break in the middle of a battle. Tempting was 23...g4! and things are very unclear. I will be grateful for the reader’s analysis of this position.

24.♖ad1 h4

Or 24...g4 25.♘h4 f5 26.♖xe5!.

25.♘h2 f5 26.♖xe5 ♗xe5 27.♕xe5+ ♕f6 28.♕xf6+

Or 28.♘f3 ♖bd8 29.♕xf6+ ♖xf6 30.♘xg5 ♗e8 31.♖d4 ♖dxd6 32.♖xf4 ♖d2 33.♗xf5 ♗g6 34.♖xh4+ ♔g7[image: Img].

28...♖xf6 29.♘f3 ♗c6 30.♘e5

[image: images]

White’s position is slightly better, but maybe no more than that.

30...♖e8?

He should have played 30...♖d8! 31.♗b3 ♔g7 32.d7 ♔f8 33.f3 ♔e7 34.♖e1 ♔f8 35.♖d1=.

31.♘xc6 bxc6 32.c4 g4 33.c5 ♔g7 34.♗a4 ♖c8 35.♖e1

[image: images]


35...♔f8?

Simply a blunder. It was vital to try 35...a5 36.a3! (36.♗xc6 ♖xc6 37.d7 ♖fd6 38.cxd6 ♖xd6 39.hxg4 fxg4 40.♖e4 g3 41.fxg3 fxg3 42.♔f1 ♖xd7 43.♖xh4 ♖d2[image: Img]) 36...gxh3 37.gxh3 f3 38.b4[image: Img] (38.♖e7+[image: Img]).

36.♗xc6!

Effectively ending the battle.

36...♔g7

Or 36...♖xc6 37.d7+-.

37.d7 ♖fxc6 38.dxc8♕ ♖xc8 39.b4 ♔f6 40.f3 g3 41.♖f1 ♖b8 42.a3 a5 43.♖b1 axb4 44.axb4 ♔e5 45.b5 ♔d5 46.c6 ♔d6 47.♖d1+ ♔c7 48.♖d7+ ♔b6 49.♖f7 ♔a5 50.♖b7 1-0

Game 13Old Indian/Benoni Wall

Gideon Stahlberg

Tigran Petrosian

Budapest 1952 (7)

A rare case of an opening catas­trophe for TP. It is hard to say why he launched himself in such fashion against the solid Swedish GM, and with black.

1.d4 ♘f6 2.♘f3 c5 3.d5 b5 4.♗g5 ♕a5+

A year earlier, Petrosian played 4...♕b6 and even won. The check on a5 is weaker.

5.c3 ♘e4

Logical in itself, but Black’s position deteriorates sharply. This is a rare case when it is hard to pinpoint the decisive mistake in a game. Can it really have been Petrosian’s fourth move? Maybe.

6.♘bd2 ♘xg5 7.♘xg5 h6 8.♘gf3 d6 9.e4 ♘d7

[image: images]

10.a4

An elementary flank attack, which practically ends the battle.

10...bxa4

Equally sad was 10...b4 11.♗b5 bxc3 12.bxc3 ♖b8 13.e5+-.

11.♖xa4

Even more accurate was 11.♘c4! ♕c7 12.♕xa4 ♗b7 13.♖d1 ♖b8 14.e5[image: Img].

11...♕c7 12.♕a1 ♘b6 13.♗b5+ ♗d7 14.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 15.♖a6 ♘c8 16.0-0

[image: images]

A heart-breaking sight. In such a position, even the greatest defensive skill is not going to save the game.

16...e5 17.dxe6 fxe6 18.♘h4 ♔f7 19.f4

Gideon Stahlberg generally preferred calm and quiet play, but in such a favourable position, it makes sense to seek the most exact finish.


19...♕d8 20.♘hf3 ♕e8

[image: images]

21.f5! exf5 22.♕a2+ ♕e6 23.♘e5+ ♔e7 24.♘c6+ ♔d7 25.♕a4 
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