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Epilogue: The Silence and the Promise
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Hosea
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I. Hosea’s Marriage and Israel’s Unfaithfulness (Hosea 1)
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––––––––
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God called to Hosea, “Take a wife of shame,  

For Israel’s sin is like an untrue bride.  

Her heart is far, though bearing My own name,  

Yet in her harlotry, she will not hide.  

––––––––
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Gomer, your wife, will bear you children three,  

And each shall bear a sign of Israel’s fate.  

For Jezreel’s blood shall show what comes to be,  

And Lo-Ruhamah proves My love abates.  

––––––––
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Yet still, Lo-Ammi, ‘not My people,’ cries—  

The covenant rejected, cast aside.  

But though this judgment falls, new hope will rise,  

For in the end, My mercy will abide.  

––––––––
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The children’s names shall speak of wrath begun,  

But soon My people shall again be one.”
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II. Israel’s Unfaithfulness Rebuked (Hosea 2)
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“Rebuke your mother, plead, for she has strayed,  

She runs to lovers, seeking gifts and gold.  

But I will hedge her in, her path delayed,  

Her joy cut short, her wickedness grown cold.  

––––––––
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The vineyards that she claimed as lovers’ gifts  

Shall be destroyed, and I will take her grain.  

She thought her idols brought her heart’s sweet lifts,  

But soon she’ll find those gods bring only pain.  

––––––––
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Yet in the wilderness, I’ll speak her heart,  

And she will call Me Husband once again.  

No more shall idols tear her love apart,  

For I will cleanse her from her sin and stain.  
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I’ll betroth her forever, pure and true,  

In righteousness, she’ll find My mercies new.”
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III. Hosea’s Love for Gomer (Hosea 3)
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The Lord said, “Go, O Hosea, once again,  

Love her who’s loved by others, though untrue.  

For Israel’s heart is lost in worldly men,  

Yet I will show them what My love can do.  
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So Hosea bought her back with silver coins,  

And said, ‘You’ll live with me, but not in sin.  

We’ll dwell apart until your heart rejoins,  

And then our life in love will start again.’  
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[image: ]


So too, shall Israel wander far and wide,  

Without a king, without a temple’s light.  

Yet in the end, they’ll seek the Lord with pride,  

And David’s Son will rule with truth and might.  

––––––––
[image: ]


Though now they walk in darkness, blind and cold,  

They’ll turn to Me, their Shepherd, as foretold.”
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IV. The Charge Against Israel (Hosea 4)
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Hear now the word the Lord brings to His land,  

“There is no faithfulness or love that’s true.  

No knowledge of My ways does now withstand,  

For lies and theft and murder all accrue.  

––––––––
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The land itself does mourn beneath this weight,  

The beasts, the birds, the fish are swept away.  

The priests have failed to teach of sin’s dark fate,  

And ignorance has led My sheep astray.  
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[image: ]


Your harlotry has broken all you knew,  

You’ve turned to idols, pledging heart and hand.  

But judgment comes, for what you sow will brew,  

And I will cleanse the evil from this land.  
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O Israel, return while mercy waits,  

Before you’re swept by sin’s unyielding gates.”

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

V. Judgment Pronounced Against Israel (Hosea 5)
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“Sound the alarm in Gibeah, the call,  

For Ephraim is deep in guilt and shame.  

Her pride has led her down, prepared to fall,  

And none will hear her cries or speak her name.  

––––––––
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The judgment waits, for I will not relent,  

Though they seek Me, I will turn My face.  

Like moth to Ephraim, rot to Judah sent,  

I’ll strip away their strength, their pride, their place.  

––––––––
[image: ]


They sought alliances, but none can save,  

For only in repentance comes relief.  

Like lions, I will tear and none will stave,  

Until they seek Me in their pain and grief.  
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Return, O Israel, to the Lord your King,  

For only through My love will healing spring.”
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VI. Israel’s Insincere Repentance (Hosea 6)
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“Come, let us return to the Lord,” they say,  

“For He has torn, but He will heal once more.  

He strikes us down, but He’ll revive one day,  

And on the third, His life we’ll yet restore.”  
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But what shall I do with you, Ephraim’s child?  

Your love is like the morning mist that fades.  

For though I long for mercy undefiled,  

Your hearts are far, your faithfulness betrays.  
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I seek not sacrifice alone in vain,  

But steadfast love and knowledge of My will.  

Yet you, like Adam, break your vows again,  

And through your wickedness, My law you kill.  

––––––––
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O Ephraim, Judah, what shall be your end?  

Repent, and let your broken hearts amend.”
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VII. Israel’s Sinful Leaders (Hosea 7)
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When I would heal My people, sin appears,  

For Ephraim’s wickedness is clear and bright.  

Their kings rejoice in lies, their prophets’ tears,  

And none call on My name in truth or light.  

––––––––
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Their hearts are like an oven, hot with lust,  

Consumed with schemes and passions wild and vain.  

They mix with nations, putting all their trust  

In those who cannot cleanse their sin’s dark stain.  

––––––––
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Though I have warned and called, they do not heed,  

Their strength has wasted, yet they know it not.  

Like silly doves, they wander in their need,  

But still My wrath is kindled, fierce and hot.  
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O Israel, return before it’s too late,  

For soon My judgment seals your hardened fate.
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VIII. Israel to Reap the Whirlwind (Hosea 8)
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Set the trumpet to your lips, the Lord does say,  

For Israel has broken all My laws.  

They cry, “My God, we know You,” yet they stray,  

Their hearts rebellious, blind to all My cause.  

––––––––
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They’ve sown the wind, and now the storm shall blow,  

Their idols shall be shattered to the ground.  

The altars where their false gods once did show,  

Shall crumble as My judgment does abound.  

––––––––
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Though Ephraim made alliances of pride,  

Their strength will fail, for none can save them now.  

They’ve built their cities, yet in sin they hide,  

And to destruction they shall surely bow.  
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O Israel, you reap what you have sown,  

For in your pride, you’ve left My ways unknown.
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IX. Punishment for Israel’s Sin (Hosea 9)
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Rejoice not, Israel, though you celebrate,  

For like a harlot, you’ve forsaken Me.  

Your love for idols seals your coming fate,  

And soon, you’ll wander far across the sea.  

––––––––
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No grain or wine shall bless your hands again,  

You’ll eat in exile, far from holy place.  

The days of Gibeah rise once again,  

Your sin returns to haunt your fallen race.  

––––––––
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Your prophets, too, have lost their way in pride,  

They stumble blind, unable to declare  

The truth of God, for darkness fills their stride,  

And wrath awaits, their punishment laid bare.  
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O Israel, your joy has turned to woe,  

For in your sin, destruction’s winds will blow.
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X. Israel’s Sin and Captivity (Hosea 10)
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Israel is an empty vine, grown wild,  

She bears her fruit, but not in righteousness.  

Her altars rise, her hearts have been defiled,  

She trusts in kings, but none can bring her bless.  

––––––––
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The Lord will break her altars, tear them down,  

Her cities lie in ruin, cold and bare.  

The people sow injustice, wear a crown  

Of lies and pride, but reap a crop of care.  

––––––––
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They trust in armies, horses, and the sword,  

But none can save them from the wrath to come.  

The battle’s cry will be their final word,  

As terror strikes, their hearts are cold and numb.  
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Yet even now, if they would seek the Lord,  

His mercy waits, His grace will be restored.
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XI. God’s Love for Israel (Hosea 11)
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When Israel was a child, I loved him dear,  

I called him from Egypt, led him with My hand.  

But as they grew, they turned away in fear,  

And worshipped idols, breaking My command.  

––––––––
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Yet I have taught Ephraim to walk with grace,  

I’ve led them with the cords of love and care.  

Though they rebel, My love will not erase,  

For in their pain, My mercy will be there.  
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How can I give you up, O Israel,  

My heart recoils, compassion fills My soul.  

I will not strike with wrath as nations fell,  

For though you sin, I’ll bring you back as whole.  
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I’ll roar like lions, call My children home,  

And they will follow, nevermore to roam.
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XII. Ephraim’s Sin and Judgment (Hosea 12)
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Ephraim feeds on wind, pursues the breeze,  

And makes alliances with foreign lands.  

Their lies and violence rise like stormy seas,  

But I will judge them by My righteous hands.  

––––––––
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Jacob wrestled with the Lord in prayer,  

He sought My favor, struggled for My grace.  

So now, O Israel, return with care,  

And seek your God, before you lose your place.  

––––––––
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Your wealth has made you proud, your hearts are cold,  

You boast of riches gained by wicked ways.  

But I, the Lord, who brought you from of old,  

Will bring you low unless you change your days.  
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[image: ]


Repent, O Israel, before you fall,  

And find My mercy waiting for you all.
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Joel
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I. The Devastation of the Locusts (Joel 1)
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Awake, you drunkards, weep for wine is gone,  

The locusts swarm, devouring the field.  

The vines are stripped, the harvest lost by dawn,  

And Judah’s joy, to famine’s grip, must yield.  

––––––––
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The grain, the oil, the fruit have all been lost,  

The house of God lies empty, cold, and bare.  

The land now groans beneath this bitter cost,  

For none have turned to seek the Lord in prayer.  

––––––––
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O priests, lament! O farmers, mourn the land,  

For drought and plague have withered every vine.  

Yet call a fast, and seek the Lord’s command,  

For only He can heal with grace divine.  

––––––––
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The day of judgment comes, so draw near,  

And cry to God, for He will surely hear.
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