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How to get the most out of this book

This book will help you revise for the modern depth study The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad.

Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


1  revised and understood each topic

2  completed the activities

3  checked your answers online.



The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads. Quick multiple-choice quizzes to test your knowledge of each topic can also be found on the website.

At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 40–46) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Tick to track your progress as you revise each element of the key content.
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Content for each topic is on the left-hand page.
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Revision task: Shorter revision tasks help you remember key points of content.
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Exam tips: Throughout the book there are exam tips that remind you of key points that will help you in the exam.
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Key terms and Key profiles are highlighted in purple the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin. As you work through this book, highlight other key ideas and add your own notes. Make this your book.
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There are a variety of activities for you to complete related to the content on the left-hand page. Some are based on exam-style questions which aim to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills. Others are revision tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you record the key information about each topic. You can find answers to these activities online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.
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My revision planner

Key topic 1: The development of the civil rights movement, 1954–60

The position of black Americans in the early 1950s

Progress in education

The Montgomery Bus Boycott and its impact, 1955–60

Opposition to the civil rights movement

Key topic 2: Protest, progress and radicalism, 1960–75

Progress, 1960–62

Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65 (Part 1)

Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65 (Part 2)

Malcolm X and Black Power, 1963–70

The civil rights movement, 1965–75

Key topic 3: US involvement in the Vietnam War, 1954–75

Reasons for US involvement in Vietnam, 1954–63

Escalation of the conflict under Johnson

The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68, Part 1

The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68, Part 2

Changes under Nixon, 1969–73

Key topic 4: Reactions to, and the end of, US involvement in Vietnam, 1964–75

Opposition to the war

Support for the war

The peace process and end of the war

Reasons for the failure of the USA in Vietnam

Exam focus

Question 1: Inference

Question 2: Causation

Question 3(a): Utility

Question 3(b): How interpretations differ

Question 3(c): Why interpretations differ

Question 3(d): How far do you agree with one of the interpretations?


Key topic 1: The development of the civil rights movement, 1954–60
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By law, black Americans were equal to white Americans and had the same rights. However, racial discrimination was a common feature of life in the 1950s. This meant that black Americans had inferior political, social and economic status, with the situation much worse in the South. Organisations campaigned to improve civil rights for black Americans.
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1 The position of black Americans in the early 1950s

The contribution of black Americans to the American effort in the Second World War was considerable. Afterwards, especially as the Cold War was fought to protect ‘democracy and freedom’, many hoped for more quality in America. However, in reality black Americans were still treated as second-class citizens across the USA in the 1950s.

1.1 Segregation


•  In many Southern states, a system of race control was in operation. This was known as the Jim Crow Laws.

•  Southern towns were segregated into black and white areas; this included separate public places, educational institutions and transport.

•  Black Americans experienced a lower economic status as they were employed mainly in agriculture as sharecroppers or in domestic service.

•  Black Americans had little or no protections from white police officers or juries.

•  In the Plessey v Ferguson case in 1896, the Supreme Court had judged segregation was constitutional if separate conditions for black and white Americans were equal. This promoted the idea of ‘separate but equal’.
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Key terms

Jim Crow Laws State and local laws, enacted from 1876–1965, that enforced racial segregation in the Southern USA

Sharecroppers A type of farming in which families rent small plots of land from a landowner in return for a portion of their crop

Supreme Court The highest federal court of the USA

Ku Klux Klan Racial supremacy group, based in the South, who used violence against black Americans

Ghettos Name given to black neighbourhoods in the USA with segregated conditions and widespread poverty

Pressure group An organised group that does not seek election, but which tries to influence and change government policy

Non-violent direct action Rejecting violence in favour of peaceful tactics as a means of gaining political objectives
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1.2 Discrimination

Many Southern white Americans believed that black Americans were racially inferior. Black Americans faced persecution from the Ku Klux Klan and faced widespread discrimination in housing, employment and education. As they had the worst paid jobs and often received lower wages, many black Americans lived in ghettos.

1.3 Voting rights in the Southern states

The right to vote was important for black Americans in order to influence politicians to pass laws to improve the circumstances they faced. Many Southern states used techniques to prevent black Americans from voting such as:


•  white gangs intimidated black Americans if they tried to register to vote

•  literacy tests were used to make it harder for black Americans to register to vote

•  the ‘Grandfather clause’ (which enabled illiterate white people to vote as they could demonstrate their grandfathers had been registered) was introduced

•  white employers threatened to sack black workers if they registered to vote

•  a payment of a poll tax before someone registered to vote, which many black Americans couldn’t afford, was enforced.



1.4 The work of civil rights organisations, including the NAACP and CORE

Many campaigned to improve civil rights and end discriminatory practices. Pressure groups – with membership from black and white Americans drawn from across US society – were prominent in arguing for integration. These included:


•  The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), which was established in 1909 with the aim of using all legal means to achieve equality and end the ‘separate but equal’ ruling.

•  The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), which was established in 1942 and used non-violent direct action to demand the end of segregation.
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Revision task

Summarise the role played by the following groups in the civil rights movement:


•  NAACP

•  CORE
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Exam tip

Make sure you thoroughly revise the issue of voting rights and can describe the obstacles black Americans faced in trying to register to vote.
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You’re the examiner


1  Below are an exam-style question, a mark scheme and a paragraph written in answer to the question. Read the paragraph and the mark scheme and decide what mark you would give the answer.



Give two things you can infer from Source A about segregation in the Southern states. (4 marks)
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SOURCE A

From Martin Luther King’s book, Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Story, in which he describes how racial segregation was organised on buses in Alabama.

Frequently Negroes paid their fare at the front door, and then were forced to get off and reboard at the rear. An even more humiliating practice was the custom of forcing Negroes to stand over empty seats reserved for ‘whites only’. Even if the bus had no white passengers, and Negroes were packed throughout, they were prohibited from sitting in the front four seats (which held ten persons). But the practice went further. If white persons were already occupying all of their reserved seats and additional white people boarded the bus. Negroes sitting in the unreserved section immediately behind the whites were asked to stand so that the whites could be seated. If the Negroes refused to stand and move back, they were arrested.
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	Mark scheme



	2 marks
	1 mark for each valid inference up to a maximum of two inferences



	2 marks
	The second mark for each inference is for supporting detail selected from the source
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STUDENT ANSWER

The source suggests that many black Americans were physically segregated on buses. The source also suggests that the police supported segregation.
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Mark [image: ]

Reason _______________________________

_______________________________


2  Now write an answer which could gain four marks.
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2 Progress in education

Segregation and discrimination in education meant black Americans had limited opportunities. Black Americans were not allowed to attend white schools, which were often far superior to black schools.

2.1 The key features of the Brown v Topeka case (1954)


•  Church Minister Oliver Brown challenged segregated schools in Topeka, Kansas. Brown wanted his daughter, Linda, to attend a local school, rather than the all-black school located some distance away.

•  The NAACP – led by lawyer Thurgood Marshall – supported Brown in his appeal to the Supreme Court.

•  Marshall argued that segregation was against the Fourteenth Amendment, as segregation made black children feel unequal.

•  The process took 18 months and the Supreme Court ruled on 17 May 1954 to oppose segregated education.



2.2 The immediate and long-term significance of the case


•  The ruling overturned the 1896 Plessy v Ferguson decision which allowed public facilities to be segregated.

•  The case was a victory for the NAACP and the tactics it had pursued. It had long campaigned against segregated education.

•  Acceptance of the ruling varied. The Supreme Court didn’t give a deadline by which desegregation had to be achieved. It stated later that integration had to be accomplished ‘with all deliberate speed’, believing that schools needed time to adjust.

•  It fuelled an extreme white backlash and led to a rise in popularity of the Ku Klux Klan.

•  White Citizens’ Councils were formed to defend segregation and there was significant resistance to it in many Southern states. Many Southern politicians signed the Southern Manifesto which committed them to fight against the Brown decision.

•  President Dwight Eisenhower did little to encourage integration.



2.3 The events at Little Rock High School, 1957


•  After the Brown v Topeka decision, desegregation of education began in Little Rock, the state capital of Arkansas.

•  Nine black students tried to enrol at the Little Rock High School on 3 September 1957, the start of the new term. State governor Orval Faubus opposed this and ordered Arkansas State National Guardsmen to prevent the students from entering the school.

•  The nine students, led by Elizabeth Eckford, arrived together on 4 September, where they were met by a mob of white people who tried to stop them entering the school. The watching press recorded these events, which were broadcast across the world.

•  President Eisenhower was forced to act, not least to protect the USA’s image abroad. He took control of the National Guard and sent in troops to protect the black students and to force the state to obey the law.

•  The troops remained until the end of the term to ensure the safety of the ‘Little Rock Nine’. However, the threats continued and when the school year ended Faubus closed every Little Rock school for the next school year, to prevent integration. Schools reopened in 1959, but only after a Supreme Court ruling.
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Key terms

Fourteenth Amendment Passed in 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment of the US Constitution declares citizenship to all people that are either born in or nationalised in the USA

National Guard A reserve military force of US soldiers and airmen
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Key individuals

Thurgood Marshall A civil rights advocate and later US Supreme Court justice

President Dwight Eisenhower US President from 1953 to 1961

Orval Faubus Governor of Arkansas from 1955 to 1967 and an opponent of integration
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2.4 The significance of the events at Little Rock High School, 1957


•  The events at Little Rock showed that the Supreme Court rulings were not popularly received. Following Little Rock, Faubus was re-elected a further four times. This made many within the civil rights movement realise that they had to do more than simply rely on court decisions if they were to secure advancements for black Americans.

•  Authorities were not keen to enforce Brown v Topeka. It was not until 1972 that Little Rock’s schools were fully integrated. By 1964, only 3 per cent of black children attended desegregated schools.

•  Little Rock drew national attention and helped influence moderate white opinion, as many US citizens saw the extent of the racial hatred that existed in Southern states.

•  The involvement of the President and the federal government showed that the issue of civil rights was now at the heart of US politics.
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Revision task

Compare the attitudes and actions of President Eisenhower on the issue of civil rights, compared to those of Presidents Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon.
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Exam tip

Make sure you know the precise details about the events at Little Rock High School in 1957.
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RAG: Rate the timeline

Below are an exam-style question and a timeline. Read the question, study the timeline and, using three coloured pens, put a red, amber or green star next to the events to show:



	Red:
	events and policies that have no relevance to the question



	Amber:
	events and policies that have some relevance to the question



	Green:
	events and policies that have direct relevance to the question.
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You may use the following in your answer:


•  The role of the President

•  International outrage



You must also use information of your own.
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Explain why the Little Rock crisis helped progress the civil rights movement.
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3 The Montgomery Bus Boycott and its impact, 1955–60

On 1 December 1955, a black woman named Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white man. This broke segregation laws in Montgomery, Alabama. The bus driver called the police, and Parks was removed from the bus and arrested. NAACP activists, with the support of local black church leaders, organised a boycott of the bus system in protest at Parks’ arrest, which lasted for 381 days.
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Key terms

Women’s Political Council Founded in Montgomery, Alabama, this organisation was part of the civil rights movement and was formed to address the racial issues in the city

Car pool system Sharing car journeys so that more than one person travels in a car
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3.1 Causes of the Montgomery Bus Boycott

While the immediate cause of the boycott was the arrest of Parks, there were longer-term causes:


•  The Women’s Political Council had focused on fighting discrimination on buses since 1950.

•  The Montgomery bus company had already received several appeals to change their rules on segregation.

•  Boycotts had previously been an effective method of protest by black Americans in the South.
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Key individuals

Rosa Parks A civil rights activist who became a nationally-recognised symbol of dignity and strength

Martin Luther King Jr An American Baptist minister and activist who became a key leader in the civil rights movement from 1954 until his death in 1968
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3.2 Events of the Montgomery Bus Boycott


•  Local civil rights activists organised a rally on the evening of Rosa Parks’ trial (5 December 1955), where the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA) was established. Its aim was to oversee the one-day boycott arranged for that day, and Martin Luther King Jr made a speech advocating non-violence.

•  Parks was fined $10 for the offence and had to pay court costs of $4.

•  Black taxi drivers reduced fares to enable black Americans to travel by taxi.

•  On 8 December, the MIA met with bus company officials to demand courtesy, ‘first come, first served seating’ and the employment of black bus drivers. The bus company refused these demands and so the MIA resolved to continue the boycott until full desegregation of the buses was achieved.

•  The MIA worked with church groups to organise a car pool system. This began on 12 December.

•  The boycotters faced intimidation. The Montgomery White Council led the organised opposition and in some cases, violence was used. On 30 January 1956, King’s home was firebombed. In February, King and other leading figures of the boycott were arrested for disrupting lawful business.
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Revision task

How were the following used by civil rights leaders to maintain support for the Montgomery Bus Boycott?


•  Organisation of alternative transport

•  Links with the church

•  Rallies

•  Publicity of attacks
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3.3 The Supreme Court ruling


•  In February 1956, the MIA and the NAACP took the issue of bus segregation to a federal district court as it was a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment.

•  In June, the court stated that the buses should be desegregated. The bus company appealed.

•  On 13 November 1956, the Supreme Court upheld the federal court’s decision. The boycott had been successful, and ended on the 20 December when integrated bus services began.
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Exam tip

Make sure you can explain the significance of Rosa Parks.
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3.4 Reasons for the success and importance of the boycott


•  The boycotters were committed, despite facing persecution, loss of jobs and violent attacks. They were well organised through the coordination of the MIA and the boycott gained valuable publicity.

•  The boycott financially damaged the bus company.

•  The boycott was well led by King and others – it demonstrated the benefits of a non-violent approach and that the civil rights campaign could attract widespread support and organise mass resistance.

•  The boycott inspired further black action.



3.5 Civil Rights Act, 1957


•  The Brown v Topeka case and the Montgomery Bus Boycott led to increasing sympathy for civil rights in the USA.

•  In September 1957, Congress passed a Civil Rights Act, which emphasised the right of all people to vote and allowed federal courts to prosecute state violations of voting rights. The Act did not win the full support of many Southern Democrats, who undermined it. The Act added only 3 per cent more black Americans voters in the South by 1960, but it was a symbolic move as the federal government acted on civil rights.
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Key terms

Congress The US equivalent of parliament, split into two parts – the Senate and the House of Representatives

Violation Failure to comply with something, such as a law
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3.6 The setting up of the SCLC

Martin Luther King established the Southern Christian Leadership Council (SCLC) in January 1957. It promoted non-violent direct action tactics and encouraged white Christian Americans to help support black Americans. It campaigned for voter registration so they could influence elections and also organised the ‘Crusade for Citizenship’, which marched to the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC in 1958.


[image: ]

Utility

Below are a utility question and an answer focusing on the utility of the contents of the source. On a separate piece of paper complete the answer by explaining the utility of the nature, origins and purpose of the source. You could look at page 43 for guidance on how to answer the utility question to help you make your judgement.

How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott? Explain your answer using Source A and your knowledge of the historical context.
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SOURCE A

From an address by Martin Luther King Jr to 5000 black citizens in Holt Street Baptist Church, Montgomery, on 5 December 1955.

The great glory of American democracy is the right to protest for right. My friends, don’t let anybody make us feel that we are to be compared in our actions with the Ku Klux Klan or with the White Citizens’ Council.

There will be no crosses burned at any bus stops in Montgomery. There will be no white persons pulled out of their homes and taken out
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4 Opposition to the civil rights movement

4.1 The Ku Klux Klan and violence


4.2 The murder of Emmett Till


•  On 28 August 1955, the body of Emmett Till, a 14-year-old black American boy from Chicago was found in Money, Mississippi.

•  He had been visiting relatives and had wolf-whistled Carolyn Bryant, a white woman in a grocery store, then said ‘bye, baby’.

•  The next night, Bryant’s husband and his half-brother went to Till’s uncle’s house, abducted Emmett, beat and mutilated him before shooting him and throwing him in the river.

•  Emmett’s mother, Mamie Bradley, decided to return the body to Chicago and leave the coffin open so people could see how badly beaten he was – she wanted to expose the rest of America to the realities of life in Mississippi.

•  The court case that followed was the first time that white men were charged with murdering a black man in Mississippi.

•  The all-white jury delivered a ‘not guilty’ verdict – after one hour. The case attracted huge publicity and encouraged many to become civil rights activists.
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4.3 Opposition to desegregation in the South


•  Campaigns to desegregate the South faced opposition to block any changes.

•  Some state governments in the South used their powers to maintain segregation and make it difficult to enforce the Brown v Topeka decision.



4.4 The setting up of White Citizens’ Councils
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4.5 Congress and the ‘Dixiecrats’



•  were white southern Democrats who were opposed to desegregation

•  had strong views on protecting the rights of states to retain their own laws (which in the South often guaranteed white supremacy)

•  held significant influence in Congress, as the President needed their support to pass legislation.
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1  Using the information on page 10, copy and complete both sides of the scales to show the strengths and weaknesses of white opposition to the civil rights movement.
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2  Do you think the strengths outweigh the weaknesses? Give reasons for your answer.
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•  make(s) inferences from the source (I)

•  describes what it can see in the source (D)

•  cannot be justified from the source (X).
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stresceg the unpopularity of President Johneon by referring to the LBJ” chant. Thelv!ewdglven inSource Cis
explained.
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[ agree with the view given in Interpretation 2 about the reasone for US opposition ——

The answer immediately
focuses on the question.

to the Vietnam War. The interpretation suggeste that military factore cuch ag the
Tet Offensive caused opposition against the war which shows iteelf in Johnson's

Support is provided from
Interpretation 2 for this view.

plummeting popularity rating. [ know from my own knowledge that Johngon refused -
to stand for election in 1968 because of hie unpopularity

Own knowledge is used to
provide support for the view.

| agree with the statement that the Tet Offensive ‘trapped’ Johnson. For the first
few yeare of the war, Johnon had been convineing the US people that the war in
Vietnam wag being won. However, on 30 January 1968, thousands of Vietcong
troops attacked US positions in South Vietnam, managing to capture the US embassy
in Saigon and attacking over (00 town and cities, with fierce fighting around the
city of Hue. Despite the US forces eventually forcing the attack back, the media had
already circulated horrific images of the US embacsy siege and South Vietnamese
officere shooting Vietcong prisoners. This, with the impact of the My Lai Magsacre
soon after, had the impact of decisively turning public opinion againet the war and
against Johnson. Therefore [ agree with Interpretation 2 because it ig clear that the
events of 968 proved that Johneon wag migleading the American people about the
success of the Vietnarm War and his reputation wag shattered because of this.
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4 Sept
Little Rock Nine
11y to enter the high
school building and
are turned away by
National Guard,
called in by Governor
Orval Faubus

1954
US Supreme
Court calls for
desegregation
of public
schools in
Brown v Topeka

3 Sept
NAACP try to enrol nine
black students in Little

1954

Rock Central High School

27 May
The oldest of the
Little Rock Nine,
Ernest Green, is
the first black
student to graduate
from the Central

9 sept
Judge Ronald Davies
of the US District
Court begins
injunction
proceedings
against the governor

and two National High School
Guardsmen for
interfering with 8 May

Eisenhower orders
National Guard to
be removed from

Central High School

integration

1958

June 1959
A federal court
rules Faubus's
actions
unconstitutional,
forcing him to
reopen the
high schools

1955 14 sept
Little Rock Faubus meets
school board with President
agrees to Eisenhower
comply with x
ruling 24 sept

Eisenhower sends
the US Army to
Little Rock, and
federalised the
National Guard,

removing them from
Faubus’s control

25 sept
Little Rock Nine
successfully enter the
Central High School

27 Nov
Us Army leaves
Little Rock

Sept
Faubus signs a
recently passed law
allowing him to close
all Little Rock public
high schools, forcing
all students

to study elsewhere
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The cartoon shows a scarecrow in
tatters as it is being attacked by
communist forces

The American policy of
Vietnamisation is in tatters

South Vietnam could not win the
war on its own

America could not surrender
because since 1945 the US
government had been telling people
at home that the war was just and
vital

Nixon came to power in 1968 with
the intention of ending the war in
Vietnam

Nixon decided to put more of the
burden of war on the shoulders of
the government of South Vietnam,
requiring them to do more of the
fighting so US troops could be
withdrawn

Once the ARVN no longer had direct
US military support, the Vietcong
became far more superior
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Statement

The police were reluctant to protect the Freedom Riders from the mob

The Freedom Riders faced violent opposition

Opposition to the Freedom Riders was widespread in the South

The Freedom Riders’ bus was attacked

The Freedom Riders wanted to create a crisis to force the government
to respond

Racists in Alabama attacked the bus passengers with clubs and chains

The Freedom Rides were highly publicised
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Statement

The Emmett Till case was a news
story in the US press

Emmett Till's body was badly
beaten

Emmett Till's family lived in
Chicago

Many people felt sympathetic
towards Emmett Till's family

Many people were appalled at
Emmett Till’s brutal murder

Many black Americans became
involved in the civil rights
movement as a result of Emmett
Till's murder

Many people in Chicago visited
Emmett Till’s body
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Reasons for US failure in Vietnam

American troops were sent on patrols, to be supported by air and artillery if attacked
by the Vietcong. This demoralised soldiers, who realised they were being used as bait
to draw out the enemy

PR

Nixon wanted to ease the tensions of the Cold War and in 1972 he visited China and then
the USSR

The Tet Offensive marked a turning point because it showed the US public that, despite
all the bombs, troops and money spent, little was being achieved

The South Vietnamese government was unpopular and corrupt

The Vietcong’s message of independence from foreign control and ending the
concentration of land ownership among rich landlords made it popular with Vietnamese
peasant farmers

The US lacked an understanding of Vietnam'’s culture, geography and political context to
be able to fight the war effectively

North Vietnam received aid and military support from the USSR and China

The draft meant that US troops were young and inexperienced and the threat of an
invisible enemy and hidden traps had a demoralising psychological impact on US troops

Vietcong guerrillas were kept well supplied by a constant stream of food and weapons
from the North via the Ho Chi Minh Trail

The Vietcong’s guerrilla warfare was more suited to the terrain of the country than US
tactics of conventional warfare

The US bombing campaign failed because the bombs often missed their targets, falling
into empty jungle

The brutal tactics used by US troops often drove more Vietnamese civilians to support
the Vietcong






