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​Introduction
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God anoints and endows individuals with gifts and talents to serve in the Church. However, some have missed the very purpose of gifts and ministries in the Church. In the Abundant Truth Leadership Series, we will endeavor to present a proper foundation for believers to minister upon. 

In this issue

False ministers come in varying categories; that is, they demonstrate their false ministries in differing guises and gimmicks. In this publication, we want to explore five common types of false workers and ministers in the Church. 

As we endeavor to serve in the Church, we must be on guard against false minsters and ministries that try to infiltrate the Church. Remember the words of Jesus, “beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing.”
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​-Chapter 1-

The Paradigm of the False Minister
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The enemy seeks to destroy the work of God in the earth through imitation. Therefore, the enemy sets his false ministers in the Church to undermine the work of God’s chosen vessels. 

Be Brave

False ministers are here, but the saints are not to be afraid of falling into deception. False ministers provide a service to the Church. How?

For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you. (I Corinthians 11:9)

When Paul used the word heresies, he was speaking of divisions and those that caused them. False ministers seek to keep the Church in perpetual dissension and division. Their ministries put enmity between believers with the intent to create a following for themselves.

Be Cognizant

The answer to “How do false ministers provide a service to the Church?” seems non-existent. However, the statement of Paul provides a simple explanation. False ministers help us to recognize true ministers of God. 

Paul said that there must be heresies (and those that cause them) among you so that those who are approved (right, true, anointed, etc.) might be made visible.

The ministries of false ministers demonstrate to the Church the improper way to minister. Therefore, when true ministry is in operation, it can be received without fear.

​-Chapter 2-

The Personality of the False Minister

Outside of tainted ministerial conduct, false ministers can be identified by their character. As the apostles warned the Church of false ministers, they identified certain character traits.

If believers are to stand against the false, they have to see them before they are given the opportunity to preach and minister in the Church.

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you. (II Peter 2:1a)

Fleshly

False Ministers are fleshly. False ministers will preach, teach, minister, and even prophesy. Their ministries may seem powerful, but their personal lives will be filled with discrepancies.

Sin and carnality in their lives will be evident. In addition, they will twist scriptures to justify their error.

Liars

False Ministers are liars. False ministers and layman will tell lies consistently. They will lie about hearing from God. They will tell stories for which they have no proof or evidence. 

Certain stories they tell will vary according to the audience. This is designed to shield others from their true identity and motives.

Presumptuous/Self-willed

False Ministers are presumptuous. False ministers are full of pride. They False Ministers are self-willed. In simple terms, they will do what they want, when they want. They are not accountable to anyone, even God. When they are questioned, they will try to say that someone is legalistic or is trying to control them; while in fact, they just want to do whatever pleases them.

Complainers

False Ministers are complainers. False ministers will try to use discernment to criticize true men and women of God. The complaining comes to disrupt the plan of God and unity in the Church. 

They complain to sow discord and exalt themselves. No one can do anything in the Church better than they can.

Despise Authority

False Ministers are resentful of leaders. False ministers despise godly leaders. This is because true leaders will not allow their activities to go unchecked. Also, they do not want to submit to leadership because they are there to lead. False ministers will slander leaders in the Church to gain a personal following.

If any believer exhibits any of these character traits, he or she is walking in the spirit of falsehood. 

Though believers sometimes demonstrate character flaws, it does not mean they are false ministers or laymen. The above character traits can be found listed in II Peter chapter 2 and in the epistle of Jude.

​-Chapter 3-

The Practice of the False Minister

In this chapter, we will discuss the conduct of false ministers in ministry. It is imperative that we are able to recognize the activities of any false minister (or layman). Jesus gave this warning concerning false ministers.

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. (Matthew 7:15-20)

One true way to recognize false ministers is by the fruit that they bear. Fruit refers to their lifestyles and not their ministries. Moreover, not everyone that is false calls himself an apostle or prophet.

Though false prophets exist, there are also false evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Regardless of the title that a false minister has, he (or she) will exhibit the following activities in ministry.

Gospel of Gain

They preach that godliness is gain. Godliness to false ministers means prosperity and healing. They seldom teach against sin. They promote serving God for what you can get.

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. (I Timothy 6:3-5)

They only teach that you belong to God and should have the best. They promote the concept that God only wants you blessed, without declaring that God also wants character, integrity, and holiness in His people.

Their doctrine focuses on the miraculous work of God and His blessings, exclusively. They promote God’s blessing, rather than God and His Christ. They teach individuals how to prosper in God without living for Him.

Money Motivated

They preach for money. False ministers will always include money in their ministry. No matter the topic or subject, it will end up on money. They will twist scriptures to manipulate the people into giving to them. Remember:

NO APOSTLE OR PROPHET OR MINISTER OF SCRIPTURE EVER ASKED FOR MONEY OR REWARD TO GIVE A PROPHETIC WORD.

We should give to ministers that have blessed us, but it should never be by their request. We can bless those that have blessed us spiritually. In the scriptures, they would bring a gift to the prophet because they wanted to, not because he asked or demanded it for ministry.

Witchcraft and False Authority

They use witchcraft. The prophets never used rituals and spells to relay God’s message. They only “acted” or demonstrated the prophetic word as the Lord directed.

Beware of ministers that warn you about objects and things without any spiritual basis or insight. When they begin to tell you to use certain oils, water, or cloths to receive a blessing, it is a sign of falsehood or immaturity in ministry.

They operate in false authority. False ministers do not operate in godly authority. They establish their own authority in the Body of Christ. They disguise their wickedness by first appearing as true servants of God.

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers


























​-Chapter 4-

The Prospect of the False Minister
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