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    About the Author


    Neil Somerville is one of the leading writers in the West on Chinese horoscopes. He has been interested in Eastern forms of divination for many years and believes that much can be learned from the ancient wisdom of the East. His annual book on Chinese horoscopes has built up an international following and he is also the author of What’s Your Chinese Love Sign? (Thorsons, 2000; HarperElement, 2013), Chinese Success Signs (Thorsons, 2001) and The Answers (Element, 2004).


    Neil Somerville was born in the year of the Water Snake. His wife was born under the sign of the Monkey, his son is an Ox and daughter a Horse.
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    Epigraph


    As we march into a new year,


    we each have our hopes, our ambitions and our dreams.


    Sometimes fate and circumstance will assist us,


    sometimes we will struggle and despair,


    but march we must.


    For it is those who keep going,


    and who keep their aspirations alive,


    who stand the greatest chance of securing what they want.


    March determinedly,


    and your determination will, in some way, be rewarded.


    Neil Somerville
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    Introduction


    The origins of Chinese horoscopes have been lost in the mists of time. It is known, however, that oriental astrologers practised their art many thousands of years ago and even today Chinese astrology continues to fascinate and intrigue.


    In Chinese astrology there are 12 signs named after 12 different animals. No one quite knows how the signs acquired their names, but there is one legend that offers an explanation. According to this legend, one Chinese New Year the Buddha invited all the animals in his kingdom to come before him. Unfortunately, for reasons best known to the animals, only 12 turned up. The first to arrive was the Rat, followed by the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and finally Pig. In gratitude, the Buddha decided to name a year after each of the animals and that those born during that year would inherit some of the personality of that animal. Therefore those born in the year of the Ox would be hardworking, resolute and stubborn, just like the Ox, while those born in the year of the Dog would be loyal and faithful, just like the Dog. While it is not possible that everyone born in a particular year can have all the characteristics of the sign, it is incredible what similarities do occur, and this is partly where the fascination of Chinese horoscopes lies.


    In addition to the 12 signs of the Chinese zodiac there are five elements and these have a strengthening or moderating influence upon the signs. Details about the effects of the elements are given in each of the chapters on the signs.


    To find out which sign you were born under, refer to the tables on the following pages. As the Chinese year is based on the lunar year and does not start until late January or early February, it is particularly important for anyone born in those two months to check carefully the dates of the Chinese year in which they were born.


    Also included, in the appendix, are two charts showing the compatibility between the signs for personal and business relationships and details about the signs ruling the different hours of the day. From this it is possible to locate your ascendant and, as in Western astrology, this has a significant influence on your personality.


    In writing this book I have taken the unusual step of combining the intriguing nature of Chinese horoscopes with the Western desire to know what the future holds, and have based my interpretations upon various factors relating to each of the signs. Over the years in which Your Chinese Horoscope has been published I have been pleased that so many have found the sections on the forthcoming year of interest and hope that the horoscope has been constructive and useful. Remember, though, that at all times you are master of your own destiny. I sincerely hope that Your Chinese Horoscope 2017 will prove interesting and helpful for the year ahead.


    This edition also marks the thirtieth year of publication and a personal milestone for me. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have bought this and other books in the series. Indeed, some, I know, have read Your Chinese Horoscope for many years. I am grateful to you all for your support and interest. However, with deep regret I have decided that this will be the last annual book in the series. Instead, I will turn my attention to a new volume and hope to share with you and many others special insights on Chinese horoscopes, including ways of making the best of your sign and a horoscope for each and every year. I hope such a volume, entitled Your Chinese Horoscope for Each and Every Year, will be of value and lasting interest.


    But for the moment, the Year of the Rooster is one rewarding effort and commitment and I hope it rewards you well.

  


  
    The Chinese Years


    Horse 11 February 1918 to 31 January 1919


    Goat 1 February 1919 to 19 February 1920


    Monkey 20 February 1920 to 7 February 1921


    Rooster 8 February 1921 to 27 January 1922


    Dog 28 January 1922 to 15 February 1923


    Pig 16 February 1923 to 4 February 1924


    Rat 5 February 1924 to 23 January 1925


    Ox 24 January 1925 to 12 February 1926


    Tiger 13 February 1926 to 1 February 1927


    Rabbit 2 February 1927 to 22 January 1928


    Dragon 23 January 1928 to 9 February 1929


    Snake 10 February 1929 to 29 January 1930


    Horse 30 January 1930 to 16 February 1931


    Goat 17 February 1931 to 5 February 1932


    Monkey 6 February 1932 to 25 January 1933


    Rooster 26 January 1933 to 13 February 1934


    Dog 14 February 1934 to 3 February 1935


    Pig 4 February 1935 to 23 January 1936


    Rat 24 January 1936 to 10 February 1937


    Ox 11 February 1937 to 30 January 1938


    Tiger 31 January 1938 to 18 February 1939


    Rabbit 19 February 1939 to 7 February 1940


    Dragon 8 February 1940 to 26 January 1941


    Snake 27 January 1941 to 14 February 1942


    Horse 15 February 1942 to 4 February 1943


    Goat 5 February 1943 to 24 January 1944


    Monkey 25 January 1944 to 12 February 1945


    Rooster 13 February 1945 to 1 February 1946


    Dog 2 February 1946 to 21 January 1947


    Pig 22 January 1947 to 9 February 1948


    Rat 10 February 1948 to 28 January 1949


    Ox 29 January 1949 to 16 February 1950


    Tiger 17 February 1950 to 5 February 1951


    Rabbit 6 February 1951 to 26 January 1952


    Dragon 27 January 1952 to 13 February 1953


    Snake 14 February 1953 to 2 February 1954


    Horse 3 February 1954 to 23 January 1955


    Goat 24 January 1955 to 11 February 1956


    Monkey 12 February 1956 to 30 January 1957


    Rooster 31 January 1957 to 17 February 1958


    Dog 18 February 1958 to 7 February 1959


    Pig 8 February 1959 to 27 January 1960


    Rat 28 January 1960 to 14 February 1961


    Ox 15 February 1961 to 4 February 1962


    Tiger 5 February 1962 to 24 January 1963


    Rabbit 25 January 1963 to 12 February 1964


    Dragon 13 February 1964 to 1 February 1965


    Snake 2 February 1965 to 20 January 1966


    Horse 21 January 1966 to 8 February 1967


    Goat 9 February 1967 to 29 January 1968


    Monkey 30 January 1968 to 16 February 1969


    Rooster 17 February 1969 to 5 February 1970


    Dog 6 February 1970 to 26 January 1971


    Pig 27 January 1971 to 14 February 1972


    Rat 15 February 1972 to 2 February 1973


    Ox 3 February 1973 to 22 January 1974


    Tiger 23 January 1974 to 10 February 1975


    Rabbit 11 February 1975 to 30 January 1976


    Dragon 31 January 1976 to 17 February 1977


    Snake 18 February 1977 to 6 February 1978


    Horse 7 February 1978 to 27 January 1979


    Goat 28 January 1979 to 15 February 1980


    Monkey 16 February 1980 to 4 February 1981


    Rooster 5 February 1981 to 24 January 1982


    Dog 25 January 1982 to 12 February 1983


    Pig 13 February 1983 to 1 February 1984


    Rat 2 February 1984 to 19 February 1985


    Ox 20 February 1985 to 8 February 1986


    Tiger 9 February 1986 to 28 January 1987


    Rabbit 29 January 1987 to 16 February 1988


    Dragon 17 February 1988 to 5 February 1989


    Snake 6 February 1989 to 26 January 1990


    Horse 27 January 1990 to 14 February 1991


    Goat 15 February 1991 to 3 February 1992


    Monkey 4 February 1992 to 22 January 1993


    Rooster 23 January 1993 to 9 February 1994


    Dog 10 February 1994 to 30 January 1995


    Pig 31 January 1995 to 18 February 1996


    Rat 19 February 1996 to 6 February 1997


    Ox 7 February 1997 to 27 January 1998


    Tiger 28 January 1998 to 15 February 1999


    Rabbit 16 February 1999 to 4 February 2000


    Dragon 5 February 2000 to 23 January 2001


    Snake 24 January 2001 to 11 February 2002


    Horse 12 February 2002 to 31 January 2003


    Goat 1 February 2003 to 21 January 2004


    Monkey 22 January 2004 to 8 February 2005


    Rooster 9 February 2005 to 28 January 2006


    Dog 29 January 2006 to 17 February 2007


    Pig 18 February 2007 to 6 February 2008


    Rat 7 February 2008 to 25 January 2009


    Ox 26 January 2009 to 13 February 2010


    Tiger 14 February 2010 to 2 February 2011


    Rabbit 3 February 2011 to 22 January 2012


    Dragon 23 January 2012 to 9 February 2013


    Snake 10 February 2013 to 30 January 2014


    Horse 31 January 2014 to 18 February 2015


    Goat 19 February 2015 to 7 February 2016


    Monkey 8 February 2016 to 27 January 2017


    Rooster 28 January 2017 to 15 February 2018


    Note


    The names of the signs in the Chinese zodiac occasionally differ, although the characteristics of the signs remain the same. In some books the Ox is referred to as the Buffalo or Bull, the Rabbit as the Hare or Cat, the Goat as the Sheep and the Pig as the Boar.


    For the sake of convenience, the male gender is used throughout this book. Unless otherwise stated, the characteristics of the signs apply to both sexes.

  


  
    Welcome to the Year of the Rooster


    With his shrill cock-a-doodle-do, proud strutting and distinctive plumage, the Rooster is an impressive bird. He commands attention and, with his beady eyes, is always alert and summing up situations. And his vigilant nature will be seen in his own year.


    The Year of the Rooster promises much, but above all it calls for effort and hard work. Those who slack could feel the effects of the Rooster’s beak! Roosters have high standards and over the year important progress will be made.


    On the international stage there could be much posturing and flexing of military muscle. As a result there could be periods of tension in some areas, especially where there is a power vacuum or a strong surge of nationalism, but a lot of the posturing of the Rooster year is just for show and in many instances agreements will be brokered and tensions eased.


    A further feature of the year will be the increasing voice of some minorities. Long-standing resentment can surface and in some instances sweep away established orders. Some of the year will be unsettling and its effects – including on some national borders – far-reaching.


    Early in 2017 the newly elected American president will take office and be quick to exert their authority. Not only will they be keen to start on their own legislative programme but also eager to make their mark on American foreign policy. International developments early on in the Rooster year could lead to swift responses and set the tenor of the new administration. In addition, the Rooster year will see much dialogue between world leaders, with key issues being addressed, especially ones relating to global security, environmental concerns and trade. Some landmark treaties will be signed and their effect can be considerable.


    Within many nation states there will also be much internal dialogue and many decisions concerning policies and future directions. Rooster years can see much soul-searching and this process can be hastened by several prominent leaders standing aside.


    With the world stage seeing times of uncertainty, the financial markets will be jittery and speculators will need to be on their guard. This is no year for ‘easy money’ or ‘get rich quick’ strategies. Instead, hard work will be the order of the day, although important growth will be seen during the year. With the Rooster priding himself on his appearance, the fashion industry could be especially buoyant, with new styles coming to the fore. Tourism and the fitness industry are also set to fare well. In addition, the internet will continue to influence the lives of many, as well as shape commerce. Interestingly, it was the last Rooster year, 2005, that saw the launch of YouTube, the channel that has given a platform and voice to so many. Further technological advances will be made this year and they are set to become very influential.


    Rooster years can also be marked by some splendid achievements, which are often the culmination of many years of effort and planning. It was in previous Rooster years that man first stepped onto the moon and Concorde made its first supersonic flight. Other historic advances can be expected this year, with new discoveries in space likely to be particularly exciting.


    Rooster years also favour spectacle and the British royal family will play its part. Previous Rooster years have seen the splendours of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, the pageantry surrounding the Investiture of Prince Charles as Prince of Wales and, in 1981, his marriage to Lady Diana Spencer, an event which had an estimated worldwide audience of 1,000 million viewers and listeners, or almost a quarter of the world’s population. This Rooster year will again witness some historic and regal events.


    The turbulent weather patterns seen in previous years unfortunately show no signs of abating. It was in the last Rooster year that one of the deadliest hurricanes ever seen, Katrina, wreaked havoc in the United States, causing an estimated US$108 billion worth of damage. While it is hoped that this year will be free from such disasters, there could be several major catastrophes, including some man-made ones.


    For the individual, the Rooster year brings some good opportunities but it does require application. This is no time to be half-hearted or trust to luck. It is effort and willingness to strive hard that will bring results. And these will be all the more deserved. As the Chinese proverb reminds us, ‘Diligence leads to riches,’ and diligence can produce some good rewards this year.


    The Rooster has often been said to possess the five Chinese virtues: his crown, which resembles a cap of authority, symbolizes his authority (propriety) and literary prowess (wisdom); his spur represents the military and therefore his courage in standing up for himself (righteousness); his tendency to share food shows his benevolence; and his early morning crowing is a sign of reliability and trustworthiness (fidelity). The Rooster is all this and more. He is a fine bird and a resolute one. And his influence on his own year can be considerable. It may not always be an easy year, but it will be dynamic and eventful. It is a time for effort, hard work and making things happen.


    Give this year your best and I hope your efforts reward you well.
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    The Rat[image: Rat.tif]


    5 February 1924 to 23 January 1925 — Wood Rat


    24 January 1936 to 10 February 1937 — Fire Rat


    10 February 1948 to 28 January 1949 — Earth Rat


    28 January 1960 to 14 February 1961 — Metal Rat


    15 February 1972 to 2 February 1973 — Water Rat


    2 February 1984 to 19 February 1985 — Wood Rat


    19 February 1996 to 6 February 1997 — Fire Rat


    7 February 2008 to 25 January 2009 — Earth Rat

  


  
    The Personality of the Rat


    To see,


    and to see what others do not see.


    That is true vision.


    The Rat is born under the sign of charm. He is intelligent, popular and loves attending parties and large social gatherings. He is able to establish friendships with remarkable ease and people generally feel relaxed in his company. He is a very social creature and is genuinely interested in the welfare and activities of others. He has a good understanding of human nature and his advice and opinions are often sought.


    The Rat is a hard and diligent worker. He is also very imaginative and is never short of ideas. However, he does sometimes lack the confidence to promote his ideas and this can often prevent him from securing the recognition he deserves.


    The Rat is very observant and many Rats have made excellent writers and journalists. The Rat also excels at personnel and PR work and any job that brings him into contact with people and the media. His skills are particularly appreciated in times of crisis, for the Rat has an incredibly strong sense of self-preservation. When it comes to finding a way out of an awkward situation, he is certain to be the one who comes up with a solution.


    The Rat loves to be where there is a lot of action, but should he ever find himself in a very bureaucratic or restrictive environment he can become a stickler for discipline and routine. He is also something of an opportunist and is constantly on the lookout for ways in which he can improve his wealth and lifestyle. He rarely lets an opportunity go by and can become involved in so many plans and schemes that he sometimes squanders his energies and achieves very little as a result. He is also rather gullible and can be taken in by those less scrupulous than himself.


    Another characteristic of the Rat is his attitude towards money. He is very thrifty and to some he may appear a little mean. The reason for this is purely that he likes to keep his money within his family. He can be most generous to his partner, his children and close friends and relatives. He can also be generous to himself, for he often finds it impossible to deprive himself of any luxury or object he fancies. He is very acquisitive and can be a notorious hoarder. He also hates waste and is rarely prepared to throw anything away. He can be rather greedy and will rarely refuse an invitation to a free meal or a complimentary ticket to a lavish function.


    The Rat is a good conversationalist, although he can occasionally be a little indiscreet. He can be highly critical of others – for an honest and unbiased opinion, the Rat is a superb critic – and will sometimes use confidential information to his own advantage. However, as he has such a bright and irresistible nature, most people are prepared to forgive him his slight indiscretions.


    Throughout his long and eventful life the Rat will make many friends and will find that he is especially well suited to those born under his own sign and those of the Ox, Dragon and Monkey. He can also get on well with those born under the signs of the Tiger, Snake, Rooster, Dog and Pig, but the rather sensitive Rabbit and Goat will find him a little too critical and blunt for their liking. The Horse and Rat will also find it difficult to get on with each other – the Rat craves security and will find the Horse’s changeable moods and rather independent nature a little unsettling.


    The Rat is very family orientated and will do anything to please his nearest and dearest. He is exceptionally loyal to his parents and can himself be a very caring and loving parent. He will take an interest in all his children’s activities and see that they want for nothing. He usually has a large family.


    The female Rat has a kindly, outgoing nature and involves herself in a multitude of different activities. She has a wide circle of friends, enjoys entertaining and is an attentive hostess. She is also conscientious about the upkeep of her home and has good taste in home furnishings. She is most supportive to the other members of her family and, due to her resourceful, friendly and persevering nature, can do well in practically any career she chooses.


    Although the Rat is essentially outgoing, he is also a very private individual. He tends to keep his feelings to himself and while he is not averse to learning what other people are doing, he resents anyone prying too closely into his own affairs. He also does not like solitude and if he is alone for any length of time he can easily get depressed.


    The Rat is undoubtedly very talented, but he does sometimes fail to capitalize on his many abilities. He has a tendency to become involved in too many schemes and chase after too many opportunities at once. If he can slow down and concentrate on one thing at a time, he can become very successful. If not, success and wealth can elude him. But, with his tremendous ability to charm, he will rarely, if ever, be without friends.


    The Five Different Types of Rat


    In addition to the 12 signs of the Chinese zodiac there are five elements and these have a strengthening or moderating influence on the signs. The effects of the elements on the Rat are described below, together with the years in which they were exercising their influence. Therefore Rats born in 1960 are Metal Rats, Rats born in 1972 are Water Rats, and so on.


    Metal Rat: 1960


    This Rat has excellent taste and certainly knows how to appreciate the finer things in life. His home is comfortable and nicely decorated and he likes to entertain and mix in fashionable circles. He has considerable financial acumen and invests his money well. On the surface he appears cheerful and confident, but deep down he can be troubled by worries that are quite often of his own making. He is exceptionally loyal to his family and friends.


    Water Rat: 1972


    The Water Rat is intelligent and very astute. He is a deep thinker and can express his thoughts clearly and persuasively. He is always eager to learn and is talented in many different areas. He is usually very popular, but his fear of loneliness can sometimes lead him into mixing with the wrong sort of company. He is a particularly skilful writer, but can get sidetracked very easily and should try to concentrate on just one thing at a time.


    Wood Rat: 1924, 1984


    The Wood Rat has a friendly, outgoing personality and is popular with his colleagues and friends. He has a quick, agile brain and likes to turn his hand to anything he thinks may be useful. His one fear is insecurity, but given his intelligence and capabilities, this fear is usually unfounded. He has a good sense of humour, enjoys travel and, due to his highly imaginative nature, can be a gifted writer or artist.


    Fire Rat: 1936, 1996


    The Fire Rat is rarely still and seems to have a never-ending supply of energy and enthusiasm. He loves being involved in some form of action, be it travel, following up new ideas or campaigning for a cause in which he fervently believes. He is an original thinker and hates being bound by petty restrictions or the dictates of others. He can be forthright in his views but can sometimes get carried away in the excitement of the moment and commit himself to various undertakings without thinking through all the implications. Yet he has a resilient nature and with the right support can go far in life.


    Earth Rat: 1948, 2008


    This Rat is astute and very level-headed. He rarely takes unnecessary chances and while he is constantly trying to improve his financial status, he is prepared to proceed slowly and leave nothing to chance. He is probably not as adventurous as the other types of Rat and prefers to remain in familiar territory rather than rush headlong into something he knows little about. He is talented, conscientious and caring towards his loved ones, but at the same time can be self-conscious and worry a little too much about the image he is trying to project.


    Prospects for the Rat in 2017


    The Rat is resourceful and sets about his activities with great energy. And his efforts in the Monkey year (8 February 2016–27 January 2017) will have enabled him to do a great deal and enjoy some pleasing results. However, in the remaining months he will need to focus and use his time well. With an increased number of commitments, he could find some weeks especially busy, and the better organized he is, the more he will be able to benefit.


    At work, many Rats will take on additional duties or a new role. While this will often be pleasing, these Rats should concentrate on their objectives and avoid being sidetracked. It is through focus that the best results will be achieved. The end of the year will bring pressures, but could see potentially significant developments.


    The Rat should be disciplined in his spending at this time. His outgoings are set to increase, but by thinking through his purchases, he can make some good decisions and find some bargains.


    The Rat always attaches great importance to his relations with others and the closing months of the year will see a flurry of activity, including opportunities to go out. Many Rats will also enjoy surprise occasions and treats and welcome the kindness shown by their loved ones. In some instances, if the Rat talks over his concerns or hopes with those around him, he could find their advice well worth heeding.


    The Year of the Rooster starts on 28 January and will be an eventful one for the Rat. There will be several highs and lows to the year, but thanks to the Rat’s skills and resourcefulness, far more of these will be highs.


    A key factor for the Rat is to listen to his inner voice. Proceeding with something he has misgivings about could lead to problems and regrets later on. At times the Rat will have to be firm and prepared to state his case. This need for openness extends to virtually all aspects of his life, and indeed, almost all aspects will see a considerable amount happen over the year.


    For the unattached Rat, there will be good romantic possibilities, although it will be a case of proceeding steadily and allowing a relationship to strengthen over time rather than rushing into a commitment. Some Rats will find true love this year, while others will find that some romances are not meant to be. For these Rats, there will be lessons to learn and chances to move on. A lot will happen for a reason this year and will work out to the Rat’s ultimate advantage. March, June, August and December could be key months for meeting others, making personal decisions or enjoying some good personal news.


    For Rats with a partner, this can be a busy year, and here again, openness will be to the Rat’s advantage. If he has ideas for home improvements, including purchases, he should let these be known. Similarly, if there are activities, holiday destinations or new interests that appeal to him, if he talks these through with his loved ones, he will often be encouraged to take his ideas further.


    Ambitious projects will go ahead in many a Rat home and in some instances plans which have been considered for some time will now be undertaken. Disruption and inconvenience will inevitably occur and effort be required, but the results will be worthwhile. Some Rats will also decide to move. For these Rats, the Rooster year will also see times of intense activity, but by the year’s end, a lot will have been accomplished and many Rats will appreciate the benefits (and opportunities) their actions have brought.


    The Rooster year will also be eventful work-wise, with almost all Rats feeling the effects of change. Over the year many will face increasing demands as new responsibilities are given and pressures increase. In some cases, a flurry of activity will make some weeks frenetic and the Rat may feel overwhelmed. However, the challenges that arise will give the Rat the chance to demonstrate his judgement and underline his strengths. The reputation of many Rats can be considerably enhanced over the year and when further opportunities arise, they will be in a strong position to benefit. April, May, September and October could be busy and significant months for work developments.


    For Rats seeking work or hoping to move to something different, the Rooster year can have surprises in store. These Rats may make many applications to no avail and then suddenly their luck changes and within a short space of time their prospects (and immediate future) are transformed. And once these Rats are given an opportunity, they will revel in the chance to prove themselves. Rooster years acknowledge the Rat’s skills and he can be a major beneficiary of the year’s transformative trends.


    In view of the work decisions the Rat will have to take, it is, however, important that he does what he feels is right. Once again he is advised to listen to his inner voice. If he has uncertainties or questions, he also needs to seek advice from those who are qualified to assist. Ill-considered decisions could cause problems later. Rats, take note.


    This need for care also applies to money matters. Over the year the Rat will have expensive plans to carry through and will face additional outgoings, including repair bills and transport costs. He should budget carefully and also be attentive to paperwork and thorough when taking on new commitments.


    Synergy can be an important factor in 2017 and in addition to the help the Rat receives from others, he will have many chances to assist those around him. Once again his help can make an appreciable difference, and his ability to empathize and suggest practical ways forward will be valued.


    With his busy lifestyle, he should, if possible, aim to take a holiday at some time during the year. Driving himself relentlessly could take its toll and it is important he allows himself the chance to unwind. Talking over possible holiday destinations or ways of enjoying quality time with his loved ones can give rise to some interesting suggestions as well as set certain plans in motion.


    The Rat should also make sure his personal interests are not neglected this year. With the Rooster year bringing new possibilities, if he is attracted by a particular activity or thinks of a way of developing an existing interest, he should take it further. This is a year to follow up what appeals to him.


    Rats who are sedentary for much of the day should also consider incorporating some exercise into their routine. By seeking professional advice on the best way to proceed, they can be introduced to new activities and, for those who join fitness classes, enjoy social benefits too. In 2017 the Rat should aim to pay some attention to his well-being, and if he has any medical concerns, get them checked out.


    By the end of the Rooster year, many Rats will be astonished by all they have been able to do. This will be an active and encouraging year, but to fully benefit, the Rat will need to be disciplined, act on his ideas and embrace emerging opportunities. Domestically and socially, this will be a rewarding year, with plans advanced and some potentially significant new relationships and friendships made. Work-wise, while the demands may be considerable, there will be scope for the Rat to use his strengths to advantage and often prepare the way for future progress. Overall, an active and rewarding year.


    The Metal Rat


    There is a Chinese proverb which reminds us, ‘Diligence is the mother of good fortune,’ and this is a year when the Metal Rat’s diligence can reward him well. This is a time for building on his present position, pursuing his key aims and being alert to new developments. He does, though, need to act in accordance with his true feelings and avoid risk and rush.


    His personal and family life are particularly well aspected and celebrations are likely to be in store, possibly a wedding or the birth of a grandchild. In addition, news concerning another person could delight the Metal Rat and he could be in a position to offer wise advice. Metal Rats who have more senior relations could give help that is more meaningful than they realize, and while occasional generational friction may occur, the Metal Rat will play a valued role in the lives of many of those around him. There will be several family activities to look forward to throughout the year, and March, June and September could be particularly active.


    The Metal Rat himself will also benefit from the help of family members. By sharing his hopes and any matters on his mind, he will find decisions can be made easier and assistance given. This is a time for openness and sharing.


    The Metal Rat takes pride in his home and during the year he will be keen to make improvements, perhaps altering the décor or layout of certain rooms. A lot can be accomplished, but the Metal Rat should spread practical undertakings out rather than commit himself to too many at any one time.


    It is also important that he allows himself a break over the year and, where possible, a holiday with his loved ones. Time away in a carefully chosen destination can do everyone good. May, late summer and the end of the year could all see interesting travel possibilities.


    In view of his commitments, the Metal Rat will be selective in his socializing this year, but by taking up invitations and going to events that appeal to him he will enjoy the mix of occasions he is able to attend. For the concert-goer and sporting enthusiast, the year can contain some particular highlights.


    For the unattached Metal Rat, romance, too, may add sparkle to the year, with an existing friendship becoming more significant or someone new entering the Metal Rat’s life. For Metal Rats who are feeling lonely or that something has been missing from their life of late, the Rooster year can mark a considerable upturn. However, in the early stages of a romance it would be better to enjoy the moment and let the relationship develop in its own way rather than rush into a commitment. March, June, August and December could see the most social activity as well as be good for meeting others.


    The Rooster year can also lead to some important decisions work-wise. Many Metal Rats will see considerable change in their place of work as long-standing colleagues leave and new working practices are implemented. In view of the volatility, many Metal Rats will think carefully about their present position, take advantage of newly created openings (including promotion) or decide the time is right to look elsewhere. Here again the Metal Rat should act in accordance with what he feels is right. Whatever he chooses to do, however, he will rise to the challenges and opportunities the year brings and enjoy the chance to develop his skills in new ways.


    For Metal Rats seeking work, the Rooster year can also bring encouraging developments. Although some of these Metal Rats may have felt despondent recently, they could discover or be alerted to an ideal vacancy almost by chance and it may seem as if it was meant to be. The positions some secure may be different from their previous roles, but they will give these Metal Rats the chance to prove themselves in another capacity. Work-wise, the transitory nature of the Rooster year can bring uncertain moments, but the skills and fortitude of many Metal Rats will shine through. Late March to early June, September and October could see encouraging developments, although such is the nature of the year that opportunities could arise at almost any time.


    The income of many Metal Rats will increase this year, but the Metal Rat will still need to manage his outgoings well. Expensive plans need to be budgeted for and risks avoided. Should the Metal Rat be uncharacteristically lax, problems could ensue. This is a year for fiscal care.


    With an often demanding lifestyle, the Metal Rat also needs to preserve some time to relax and unwind. If lacking regular exercise, he should seek advice on which activities it would be appropriate for him to do. Some attention to his lifestyle can make a noticeable difference this year and if he is feeling below par at any time or has any health concerns, he should get these checked out.


    Overall, the Rooster year will be a busy and often special one for the Metal Rat. In his personal and family life there will be some good news to enjoy, and the more that can be carried out together, the better. The Metal Rat’s work and personal interests can also develop in encouraging ways and there will be the opportunity for him to add to his expertise. Throughout the year he will need to follow his instincts and proceed carefully, but if he acts in ways that feel right for him, he can enjoy an active and personally rewarding year.


    Tip for the Year


    Value your relations with those who are important to you. Also, preserve some time for yourself and your interests. Aim for a good lifestyle balance and enjoy what this year will bring.


    The Water Rat


    The element of water brings out a sign’s communicative skills and the Water Rat is a highly effective communicator. Not only does he listen well, but he is able to voice his ideas clearly and often persuasively. And his talents can help make this a successful year. However, while a lot can go well, he does need to manage his time carefully. During parts of the year the pressure will be considerable, and to get the best results, he will need to focus on what is important.


    In his work, changes are afoot. Although many Water Rats will be established in a certain type of work, there will be the chance for them to extend their role and considerably change their duties. This may arise through staff movements and promotion opportunities or through the Water Rat himself seeking a new challenge. In either case, his reputation and experience will stand him in good stead. Some weeks could prove demanding, but the Water Rat will have the chance to demonstrate his skills and move ahead. In addition, his ability to forge good working relations with those around him will be to his advantage and this can be a successful time, especially for those whose work involves conveying ideas and information.


    For Water Rats seeking work the Rooster year can have surprising developments in store and some of them will secure a position which is very different from what they have done before. Again the learning curve can be considerable, but the year will give many Water Rats new purpose and incentive. April, May and September to early November could see particularly encouraging developments.


    Many Water Rats will enjoy a modest rise in income over the year and some will also receive funds from another source. However, with plans and purchases, together with increased commitments, the Water Rat will find this a costly year. Throughout, he needs to monitor his spending and check the terms of any agreement he enters into. This is no time for risks or assumptions.


    With his busy lifestyle and often increasing pressures, he should, however, try to make provision for a holiday this year. A change of scene can do him considerable good. Some Water Rats may be able to link a holiday to an interest or event and so make their time away more meaningful. Short breaks may appeal too. During this frequently demanding year, the Water Rat should enjoy some of the rewards he works so hard for.


    It is also important he does not allow personal interests to fall away. These can help him unwind and often bring other benefits too. Creative activities could bring him particular enjoyment this year, including photography, a source of increasing pleasure for many.


    The Water Rat should also pay some attention to his own well-being, including his diet and general level of exercise. If he feels either is deficient, or has any health concerns, he should seek advice.


    His domestic life will see considerable activity and once again his ability to communicate and empathize will be valued. However, a particular matter could be of concern this year and while the Water Rat will be keen to assist, he should not feel he has to carry the burden alone. If necessary, he should seek professional advice or call on someone who has first-hand experience. Rooster years can bring moments of concern, but the problems will be surmountable and often short-lived.


    Over the year many Water Rats will take pleasure in home and garden projects, but they will need to allow sufficient time and avoid haste. Domestically, March, June and September could be gratifying months and could bring pleasing news.


    Socially, the Water Rat will find himself in demand as well as be tempted by particular events. While he may sometimes feel he already has enough to do, he should aim to go out when he can. Meeting his friends can be of particular benefit, as input from people he trusts can assist in several matters this year. For the unattached, the Rooster year is not without romantic possibilities, although any new romance should be allowed to develop over time rather than be rushed. March, June, August and December could see the most social activity.


    Overall, a lot is set to happen this year and much will be demanded of the Water Rat. However, by making the most of his ideas and opportunities, he can make important progress. At work, this is a time for furthering his knowledge and taking on new challenges, while in his personal interests, his creativity can bring him particular pleasure. Domestically, there will be much to do and family members to assist, and the Water Rat’s thoughtfulness will be appreciated. Rewarding family moments, personal and professional successes and (sometimes travel-related) surprises can all be highlights of the Rooster year.


    Tip for the Year


    Keep your lifestyle in balance so that you can better appreciate what is around you and enjoy the rewards you work so hard for. Give time to yourself and your loved ones and savour your well-deserved successes.


    The Wood Rat


    The Wood Rat has a keen and alert nature and is particularly adept at evaluating situations. In this Rooster year his talents will serve him well. This can be a constructive year for him, although to make the most of it he will need to show flexibility and seize opportunities.


    In his work the aspects are especially encouraging. Recent changes are set to continue, with some unanticipated developments helping the Wood Rat’s prospects. Some Wood Rats will find senior colleagues encouraging them to familiarize themselves with other aspects of their work so they can take on greater responsibilities. Others may be offered the chance to work on a particular project or cover for absent staff or, if in a large organization, see tempting opportunities in another department. By taking advantage of what is on offer, many will not only considerably widen their skills but also advance their career. What the Wood Rat succeeds in doing this year should not be underestimated.


    For Wood Rats who are unfulfilled in their present role and would welcome a change, as well as those seeking work, the Rooster year can also bring encouraging developments. To benefit fully, these Wood Rats should talk to employment advisers and other contacts as well as widen their search. By chance many could discover a type of work that proves ideal. Openings could arise at almost any time, but April, May, September and October could be important months.


    Progress made at work will bring an increase in income, but the Wood Rat will need to manage his financial situation carefully, including checking the terms of any new agreement he enters into. If he has any doubts or misgivings, he should get these addressed before proceeding. This is a year for vigilance.


    The element of wood adds to a sign’s practical qualities and over the year the Wood Rat will be keen to undertake several practical projects. Some improvements to his home can be immensely satisfying. In addition, he will enjoy seeing how some ideas related to his interests develop. Sometimes sharing thoughts with others will give his projects a useful fillip and joining a local group or enrolling on a course could give him a new incentive. His days may be full and free time limited, but developing his skills and interests can be of great value to him.


    Throughout the year he should also give some thought to his level of exercise and the quality of his diet. If he neglects his own well-being, he could feel below par or be susceptible to minor ailments. Wood Rats, take note.


    More positively, the Rooster year can present some interesting travel opportunities, sometimes at short notice. Whenever possible, the Wood Rat should take advantage of them. A break and the chance to visit new areas and attractions can benefit him in several ways. May, September and the end of the year could be particularly busy travel-wise.


    The Rooster year will also see a lot happen in the Wood Rat’s personal life. Some Wood Rats may decide to marry, see an addition to their family or mark another personal milestone. What happens over the year can energize the Wood Rat and result in him doing and succeeding in much more.


    For any Wood Rat who is alone or has had some personal sadness to bear, the Rooster year can bring a considerable brightening in their situation. By going out and perhaps joining a social or interest group, these Wood Rats can form new friendships and sometimes find romance too. Roosters years reward action. March, June, August, early September and December could be busy and gratifying months, both personally and for socializing.


    Domestically, the Wood Rat will enjoy sharing plans with his loved ones and can accomplish a great deal, although important projects and sizeable transactions should not be rushed, and ideally should be spread out throughout the year.


    In general, the Year of the Rooster will be a busy and constructive one for the Wood Rat. It will suit his practical nature and give him the chance to build on his strengths. Work-wise, what he learns can be highly significant for his onward development and the way his personal interests develop can also be satisfying. In money matters he will need to exercise care and he should not be neglectful of his well-being this year. However, he will be encouraged by the support of his loved ones and friends and the year will bring some personal highlights, some good news and some great times to share.


    Tip for the Year


    Pursue your goals but be prepared to adapt. There are many routes to the top and by making the most of this year you can enhance your prospects considerably. Rooster years can have long-term significance.


    The Fire Rat


    The Rooster year offers great possibilities for the Fire
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