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			TURNER CLASSIC MOVIES PRESENTS

			LEONARD MALTIN’S CLASSIC MOVIE GUIDE

			LEONARD MALTIN is a respected film critic, historian, and diehard old-movie fan. His first article about classic movies was published in The 8mm Collector when he was thirteen years old. At the same time he launched a column in Film Fan Monthly, and two years later took over as its editor and publisher. He was hired to edit the first edition of his annual movie guide when he was seventeen. Since then he has written hundreds of articles; interviewed countless Hollywood figures from the golden age to the present day (from Lillian Gish to George Clooney); authored numerous books on subjects ranging from comedy teams to the art of the cinematographer; introduced the work of Harold Lloyd, John Wayne, and Walt Disney on DVD; appeared on innumerable television shows; and provided expertise for a number of documentaries about the movies.

			As far back as 1973 he received the Cinephile Award from the Society for Cinephiles. Since then he has been recognized by Anthology Film Archives, the American Society of Cinematographers, and the Telluride Film Festival, which awarded him its Silver Medallion in 2007.

			Although he reviews contemporary films on a regular basis, and hasn’t lost his enthusiasm for cinema, he firmly believes that “old movies are better than ever.”
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			LEONARD MALTIN is a respected film critic and historian, best known for his paperback reference Leonard Maltin’s Movie Guide, which was first published in 1969. He reached an even wider audience during his thirty-year run on television’s Entertainment Tonight, and has appeared regularly on ReelzChannel since its inception in 2006. He appears on Turner Classic Movies and cohosts the weekly podcast Maltin on Movies with Baron Vaughn. He teaches at the USC School of Cinematic Arts in Los Angeles and was a member of the faculty of the New School for Social Research in New York City. His other books include Leonard Maltin’s 151 Best Movies You’ve Never Seen, Leonard Maltin’s Movie Crazy, The Great Movie Comedians, The Disney Films, Of Mice and Magic: A History of American Animated Cartoons, The Art of the Cinematographer, Leonard Maltin’s Movie Encyclopedia, and (as coauthor) The Little Rascals: The Life and Times of Our Gang. His articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, The London Times, Premiere, Smithsonian, TV Guide, Esquire, and the Village Voice. He is also a contributor to Oxford University’s Dictionary of American Biography. For six years he was film critic for Playboy magazine. He has been a Guest Curator at the Museum of Modern Art and served two terms as President of the Los Angeles Film Critics Association. In 1997 he was named to the National Film Preservation Board and in 2006 was selected by the Librarian of Congress to sit on the Board of Directors of the National Film Preservation Foundation. For nine years he hosted and coproduced the popular Walt Disney Treasures DVD series. He has appeared in many documentaries and has produced, written, and hosted such cable TV and home-video programs as Young Duke: The Making of a Movie Star (which debuted on A&E’s Biography), Cliffhangers: Adventures from the Thrill Factory, The Making of “The Quiet Man,” The Making of “High Noon,” The Lost Stooges, and Cartoons for Big Kids. He serves as one of the hosts of the annual TCM Classic Film Festival in Hollywood and has been the recipient of awards from the Los Angeles Film Critics Association, American Society of Cinematographers, Telluride Film Festival, George Eastman House, Anthology Film Archives, and San Diego’s Comic-Con International. Perhaps the pinnacle of his career was his appearance in a now-classic episode of South Park. (Or was it Carmela consulting his Movie Guide on an episode of The Sopranos?) He lives with his wife and daughter in Los Angeles, and holds court at leonardmaltin.com. You can also follow him on Twitter #leonardmaltin.

		

	
		
			About the Editors

			ROB EDELMAN has, for the past decade and a half, taught film history courses at the University at Albany (SUNY). He offers film commentary on WAMC (Northeast) Public Radio, and his work appears on the WAMC Web site. His books include Great Baseball Films and Baseball on the Web (which Amazon.com cited as a Top 10 Internet book), and he often contributes to Base Ball: A Journal of the Early Game, edited by John Thorn, the official historian of Major League Baseball. With his wife, Audrey Kupferberg, he has coauthored Meet the Mertzes, a double biography of Vivian Vance and William Frawley; Matthau: A Life; and Angela Lansbury: A Life on Stage and Screen. He is a contributing editor of Leonard Maltin’s Movie Guide, Leonard Maltin’s Family Film Guide, and Leonard Maltin’s Movie Encyclopedia; has edited Issues on Trial: Freedom of the Press and written several children’s books (on such subjects as Watergate and the Vietnam War); and has presented lectures in the New York State Council for the Humanities’ Speakers in the Humanities program. His byline has appeared in many reference books (including A Political Companion to American Film, Total Baseball, International Dictionary of Films and Filmmakers, The Total Baseball Catalog, Women Filmmakers and Their Films, Baseball and American Culture: Across the Diamond, St. James Encyclopedia of Popular Culture, and histories of the 1918 Boston Red Sox, 1947 Brooklyn Dodgers, 1947 New York Yankees, and 1960 Pittsburgh Pirates) and dozens of periodicals (including, most recently, NINE: A Journal of Baseball History and Culture). He was Director of Programming for Home Film Festival; is the author of a baseball film essay for the Kino International DVD Reel Baseball: Baseball Films from the Silent Era, 1899–1926; is an interviewee on several documentaries on the director’s cut DVD of The Natural; and has been a juror at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum’s annual film festival.

			Major funding for SPENCER GREEN’s bio has been provided by the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies. Mr. Green has written for In Living Color, AAAHH!!! Real Monsters, Duckman, Mad TV, The Fairly Oddparents, Denis Leary’s Merry F#%$in’ Christmas, and Americana for BBC Radio. He was a contributing editor for more than two decades to Leonard Maltin’s annual Movie Guide, as well as coeditor of Leonard Maltin’s Movie Encyclopedia, and edited We’ll Never Be Young Again: Remembering the Last Days of John F. Kennedy. Mr. Green performs at the Los Angeles comedic writers’ salon Sit ’n Spin and is coauthor/colyricist of BUKOWSICAL, which won Outstanding Musical at the 2007 New York International Fringe Festival and recently played at St. Louis’ New Line Theatre. He writes regularly for The Huffington Post and created the parody Web site The Parallel Universe Film Guide; his plays have been produced by St. Louis’ Theatre Lab, Seattle’s Slingshot New Works Series, and Los Angeles’ Sci-Fest LA. We hope you have enjoyed this bio. Now, please exit on the right-hand side.

			MICHAEL SCHEINFELD is a writer and editor at HBO. As a Senior Writer for TV Guide, he wrote film reviews and the popular “Classic Movies” column, as well as a DVD review column. He served as contributing editor of Leonard Maltin’s Movie Guide and Leonard Maltin’s Family Film Guide. He also contributed essays for the “City Secrets” book Movies: The Ultimate Insider’s Guide, and has written for several other books and magazines, including The Motion Picture Guide, The Virgin Film Guide, Films in Review, The 500 Best British and Foreign Films, and others. He has also worked for AMC and MTV Films, and has produced and programmed film series for cable channels in New York City and Philadelphia.

			CASEY ST. CHARNEZ saw his first motion picture at age two (it was The Tales of Hoffmann, in case you wondered). In elementary school, he began a lifelong avocation of writing film reviews for newspapers, moving somewhat later into radio and TV, as well as both print (American Film, The Hollywood Reporter) and online periodicals (www.SantaFe.com). In junior high he went to the National Spelling Bee twice in a row, and in high school he often sneaked into spicy, forbidden foreign films. He earned a B.A. (English lit) and an M.A. (comparative mythology) at Texas Tech, then another M.A. (Cinema Studies) and a Ph.D. (film and dance history) at New York University, specializing in the movie musical. It was at NYU where he met one Leonard Maltin, his boss at the Washington Square Journal. Subsequently a publicity associate with Paramount (A Separate Peace, The Little Prince) and Fox (Lucky Lady), he is also the author of The Complete Films of Steve McQueen and wrote about Greer Garson in 100 Years: A Celebration of Filmmaking in New Mexico. He has been an editor on the various iterations of the Maltin Movie Guides since 1986. Working on the Classic Guide is always rewarding for him, as he knows that all the best movies were made before 1965. Except, of course, for Star Wars. He continues to waltz in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains with his strawberry blonde bride, Lisa Suzonne Harris.

			TOM WEAVER of Sleepy Hollow, New York, has been a fan of old movies, especially monster movies, since he was in short pants. This has led him to conduct interviews with hundreds of cast and crew members from many of his favorite fright films. Most of his thirty books, including the newish The Creature Chronicles (the history of the three Creature from the Black Lagoon movies), were published by McFarland & Co.; Weaver frequently calls himself McFarland’s favorite author, although he admits that he does so without sanction, and in fact with no proof of that statement’s accuracy. With equal frequency, he also points out that The New York Times once called him “one of the leading scholars in the horror field.” Weaver has enjoyed doing dozens of DVD and Blu-ray audio commentaries and riding a Florida roller coaster with Anne Francis. His major life achievement: While being lectured for five minutes by Christopher Lee (“No, no, no, you are not from Sleepy Hollow, there is no such town”), and not allowed to interrupt, he successfully suppressed the urge to shout the It’s a Wonderful Life line “Idiot! Don’t you think I know where I live??” He’s now fifty-seven and, sad to say, still wears short pants, just in a vastly larger size.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			There’s nothing I love more than researching and writing about vintage movies, so you can imagine how happy I was when I got the green light for a third edition of this Classic Movie Guide. Ever since our last version in 2010, I’d been maintaining a file of titles to add based on recent discoveries, DVD and Blu-ray releases, and the always-interesting Turner Classic Movies schedule. I also realized that many titles that were cut from our annual guide in recent years, because of space limitations, could be restored to this volume.

			The new inclusions are incredibly diverse, ranging from European silent films to Hollywood B movies of the 1930s and ’40s, from a Mary Pickford vehicle to an early Milos Forman feature from the 1960s. “New” titles featuring Clara Bow, Joe E. Brown, Mary Pickford, Conrad Veidt, and Wheeler and Woolsey share pages with features directed by Fritz Lang, Jules Dassin, Julien Duvivier, Frank Borzage, Paul Fejos, Victor Fleming, and even John Ford.

			Some of those titles didn’t make the cut in our first two editions because there simply wasn’t room for everything (which is still the case). Others have only become accessible in the past five years. A prime example is John Ford’s entertaining silent comedy Upstream (1927), which was thought lost until a nearly perfect 35mm print was discovered in New Zealand. It’s now available on DVD, along with other recently unearthed material, on a disc called Lost and Found: American Treasures from the New Zealand Film Archive, produced by the National Film Preservation Foundation. (Full disclosure: I am on the NFPF board. Fuller disclosure: I didn’t include another great discovery, an early credit for Alfred Hitchcock called The White Shadow, because only three reels of that 1924 feature survive.)

			The fact that so much time and effort goes into the preservation—and presentation—of older films is testament to their ongoing value. When I observe the sell-out audiences at the Los Angeles Conservancy’s annual “Last Remaining Seats” series, where Angelenos enjoy vintage films in the city’s great movie palaces, or the San Francisco Silent Film Festival, where audiences pack the beautiful Castro Theatre, I see people of all ages—not just elderly moviegoers indulging in mere nostalgia. The latter festival’s motto says it best: true art transcends time.

			That doesn’t mean that every old movie is a classic; there were plenty of clinkers and potboilers in the 1920s, ’30s, and ’40s, but those aren’t the ones we cherish and revive. Part of the fun of being an old-movie buff is coming upon a hidden gem, a film that slipped through the cracks or didn’t get the attention it deserved when it was new. I hope this book will lead you to some personal discoveries that you can share with like-minded friends.

			Since our last Classic Movie Guide came out I’ve been keeping a list of additions and corrections, but until my cohort Spencer Green and I began work in earnest we didn’t realize how much there would be to do.

			The Philo Vance mystery isn’t called Bishop Murder Case, but The Bishop Murder Case. The Olsen and Johnson comedy isn’t Fifty Million Frenchmen, but 50 Million Frenchmen. For his early Hollywood effort Danger—Love at Work, the director was credited as Otto L. Preminger; he later dropped the middle initial. We always listed Thank You, Mr. Moto as a 1938 movie but it turns out it debuted in December of 1937.

			Our primary source for credits is always the film itself. We generally trust whatever it says on-screen, although even here there are exceptions, as when a studio carelessly misspells someone’s name. For further corroboration we attempt to find source material from the time of the film’s release.

			One can easily drown in such details, but detective work can be satisfying when one finds a definitive answer. For my rewrite of Naughty Marietta (1935) I wanted to refer to Victor Herbert’s famous song (known to a later generation from Mel Brooks’ Young Frankenstein), “Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life.” Or is it “Ah! Sweet Mystery of Life”? Check online and you’ll find contradictory references from supposedly reliable sources. In frustration, I turned to eBay and located a piece of sheet music from the song’s initial publication in 1910—with an exclamation point, not a comma. And that’s that.

			Naughty Marietta is also a better movie than I indicated in my earlier write-up. It is just one of many films my colleagues and I have revisited and rerated for this edition. We don’t take these changes of heart lightly, be they positive or negative, but when a film looks better than it did the first time around, or hasn’t aged well, it seems foolish to stand by an outdated opinion.

			As always, determining a film’s running time can be exasperating. In some cases, recent restorations change the facts: the latest iteration of Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger’s Tales of Hoffman is 133 minutes, which hasn’t been the case in decades. There are at least three variants of Orson Welles’ Touch of Evil. But it can be just as difficult to nail down the facts about movies that aren’t as celebrated and haven’t been restored. For silent pictures the issue is especially challenging: it depends on the speed at which the film is projected. The same movie may exist in different video editions that can vary as much as an hour in length! If there is an official, licensed version that’s the one we cite.

			Following the example of our longtime annual Leonard Maltin’s Movie Guide, we list the year a film was theatrically released in its country of origin. We previously labeled the British import The Golden Mask as a 1954 picture. The Internet Movie Database says 1953. Further research proved that it actually opened in the UK in 1952, and we’re happy to make that correction.

			With the release of the Cinerama films of the 1950s on home video we turned to our Roadshow specialist Michael Scheinfeld and Cinerama maven David Strohmaier to get the complete running times, including overture and intermission. For the 1960 Scent of Mystery, recently released on Blu-ray under its reissue title Holiday in Spain, Michael explained, “It was actually filmed in a process called ‘Todd-70’ and advertised as being shown in both ‘Cinemiracle’ and ‘Super Cinerama.’ Todd-70 was identical to Todd-AO, but the family had lost the rights to the name so producer Mike Todd, Jr., came up with the new moniker.” Accordingly we have added Todd-70 to our Widescreen Glossary.

			A book like this is not a one-person endeavor. I am grateful beyond words to the eagle-eyed Spencer Green for overseeing this project and wallowing in minutiae for months on end. Our longtime colleagues Rob Edelman, Michael Scheinfeld, and Casey St. Charnez came through with knowledgeable contributions. Tom Weaver provided changes and clarifications that have made the book more informative and reliable. Many readers sent in useful material, while true-blue friends like Bruce Goldstein and Alan K. Rode came through with facts and details whenever we needed them.

			Extra thanks go to Darwyn Carson for pitching in, and of course my family for their love and support. My wonderful wife Alice patiently sat through everything from To Beat the Band with Hugh Herbert to The Cisco Kid with Warner Baxter. She’s been my favorite moviegoing partner for more than forty years. Our daughter Jessie tends to avoid such screenings but provides encouragement in countless other ways.

			Finally, I am delighted that Turner Classic Movies has agreed to put its name on my book. I view this as a perfect marriage, as TCM has become the movie buff’s best friend over the past twenty years. I hope this guide will become a useful companion for TCM viewers. Leading people to good movies is the most satisfying aspect of my job.

			Now, on with the show!

			—Leonard Maltin

		

	
		
			Memorable Performances—from A to Z

			All lists of this kind are arbitrary, but I wanted to recognize a disparate array of performances from classic films and this seemed as good a way as any. These are personal favorites, and I offer no further reason for selecting them. In many cases I have veered 180 degrees from the obvious choice for a given actor, and that’s deliberate: I always love Fred Astaire, but I think his comedic efforts (as well as his dancing) in Broadway Melody of 1940 are vastly underrated. Errol Flynn is an indelible Robin Hood, but there is something special about his evocation of prizefighter James J. Corbett in Gentleman Jim that stands out in my mind. So it is, up and down this roster. Some of the titles are well known, some less so, but they are all well worth seeing—and cherishing. That’s why we regard these movies as classics.

			 

			Fred ASTAIRE, Broadway Melody of 1940 (1940)

			Lucille BALL, Without Love (1945)

			Lon CHANEY, The Unknown (1927)

			Marlene DIETRICH, A Foreign Affair (1948)

			ERROL Flynn, Gentleman Jim (1942)

			Douglas FAIRBANKS, Flirting With Fate (1917)

			Jean GABIN, Touchez Pas au Grisbi (1954)

			Jean HARLOW, Red-Headed Woman (1932)

			Rex INGRAM, Sahara (1943)

			JANET Gaynor, The Young in Heart (1938)

			KIRK Douglas, Ace in the Hole/The Big Carnival (1951)

			Angela LANSBURY, State of the Union (1948)

			MARION Davies, The Patsy (1928)

			NINA Foch, My Name Is Julia Ross (1945)

			OLIVER Hardy, Sons of the Desert (1933)

			Sidney POITIER, Cry, the Beloved Country (1951)

			John QUALEN, The Long Voyage Home (1940)

			RONALD Colman, The Talk of the Town (1942)

			Barbara STANWYCK, The Furies (1950)

			Spencer TRACY, Bad Day at Black Rock (1955)

			UNA Merkel, 42nd Street (1933)

			VIVIEN Leigh, Sidewalks of London (1938)

			WILL Rogers, Judge Priest (1934)

			XAVIER Cugat, You Were Never Lovelier (1942)

			Roland YOUNG, Ruggles of Red Gap (1935)

			Montgomery Clift in Fred ZINNEMANN’S The Search (1948)

		

	
		
			Key to This book

			Alphabetization: Articles of speech—A, An, The—are eliminated. (The Toast of New York is listed under Toast of New York, The.) Aside from that, film titles are listed in strict letter-by-letter spelling sequence. Separation of words and punctuation are ignored; everything hinges on the letters. So, The Seekers is listed before See My Lawyer because “k” comes before “m.” Titles that begin with Mister or Doctor will come before the abbreviated Mr. or Dr. Let the alphabet be your guide, letter-by-letter, and you’ll find the title you’re looking for.

			 

			Each entry lists title and year of release. The letter “C” before a running time indicates that the film was made in color. “D” indicates the name of the director. This is followed by a listing of the principal cast members. Alternate titles (if any) are noted at the end of the entry.

			 

			Ratings range from [image: star][image: star][image: star][image: star], for the very best, to [image: star]½. There is no [image: star] rating; instead, for bottom-of-the-barrel movies, we use the citation BOMB.

			 

			[image: available on videocassette] This symbol indicates the title is available on videocassette

			[image: available on laserdisc] indicates laserdisc availability

			[image: available on DVD] indicates DVD availability

			 

			(These symbols indicate that a film was released in one or more of these formats at one time; we cannot guarantee current availability.)

		

	
		
			Mail-Order Sources for Home Video

			When the second edition of our Classic Movie Guide came out in February 2010, the film fan’s world was a lot different from the way things are now.

			To wit: Many theaters still presented motion pictures on 35mm film. Digital projection was a specialized niche instead of the multiplex standard it has become.

			On the home front, there were lots of video stores, with industry leader Blockbuster as omnipresent as Starbucks. Now, Big Blue has vanished, and the few remaining independent stores are nostalgic remnants.

			Sony’s Blu-ray had won its war against Toshiba’s HD, but the dramatically improved disc was far from a commercial success, as renters and buyers were reluctant to trade up from standard DVD.

			While Warner Bros. had already launched its Warner Archive experiment in manufacturing DVDs on demand, other Golden Age studios were yet to follow suit, waiting to see if the Warner template would last . . . which it certainly did. Now you easily can access Hollywood’s finest, including Fox, Columbia, and Universal, from Metro to Monogram, from Paramount to Poverty Row.

			And streaming? Back then, Hulu.com only had just begun offering its services. Amazon Prime Instant Video was still unknown. Netflix’s business model depended on the U.S. Post Office. Tens of thousands of movies at one’s fingertips seemed like science-fiction.

			But as tempus continues to fugit, we continue to remind you that our write-ups have a [image: available on DVD] for DVD, [image: available on laserdisc] for laserdisc, and [image: available on videocassette] for tape. A title without a symbol hasn’t come to home media (but be patient, it probably will). We also notate symbols only on movies under U.S. copyright or in public domain. Further, we reiterate that once a movie comes to home media, it might not be available forever, and we encourage you to peruse the following companies for the out of print, the offbeat, the hard to find.

			One can’t help but wonder, though, what astonishing changes there will be when the fourth edition of this Classic Movie Guide rolls around. What would Edison and Méliès think, much less Steve Jobs? The mind boggles, but one thing that remains constant is that we fervently continue to wish you: Happy Hunting!

			Let’s go shopping.

			Absolute Beta Products, Post Office Box 130, Remington, VA 22734-0130, (540) 439-3259, www.absolutebeta.com, Facebook

			Directly addressing a diehard niche, only for U.S. Betamax customers needing repairs and blank tapes. Established 1987.

			Best Video, 1842 Whitney Ave., Hamden, CT 06517-1405, (800) 727-3843, (203) 287-9286, www.bestvideo.com, Facebook, Twitter

			Blu-ray/DVD/VHS sales. Web site is quite informational. Est. 1985.

			Captain Bijou, POB 7307, Houston, TX 77248-7307, (713) 864-8101, www.captainbijou.com, Facebook

			Delightful collection of genre titles, B movies, old TV, etc. Also buys/sells memorabilia. Est. 1984.

			ClassicFlix, POB 157, Lincoln, CA 95648-0157, (800) 592-6149, (916) 209-8520, www.classicflix.com, Facebook, Twitter

			Pre-1970 movies & TV, to buy or rent. Over 8,000 titles. Est. 2007.

			Columbia Classics, www.columbia-classics.com, Facebook 

			On-demand titles from the Columbia Pictures vault, available at Critics’ Choice, Amazon, Warner Archive. Est. 2010.

			The Criterion Collection, 215 Park Ave. So., New York, NY 10003-1614, www.criterion.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Tumblr

			High-water mark for quality presentation of noteworthy films. “My Criterion” virtual collection service is free. Est. 1984.

			Critics’ Choice, POB 642, Itasca, IL 60143-0642, (800) 367-7765, www.ccvideo.com, Facebook, Twitter

			A kazillion titles. Print catalog for sale, free monthly mailers, e-mail updates. Est. 1987.

			Flicker Alley, POB 931762, Los Angeles, CA 90093-1762, (323) 851-1905, www.flickeralley.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Tumblr 

			Buff-friendly collection of the offbeat, and the often out of print, in Blu-ray, DVD, streaming. Good section of worthy posts. Est. 2002.

			Fox Connect, (877) 369-7867, www.foxconnect.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 

			Twentieth Century-Fox releases only, with thousands of current titles and vault classics. Est. 2009.

			Kino Lorber, Inc., 333 W. 39th St., #503, New York, NY 10018-1380, (800) 562-3330, (212) 629-6880, www.kinolorber.com, Facebook, Twitter 

			World cinema titles for sale, old and new. Teachers: www.kinolorberedu.com. Free print catalog in U.S. and Canada. Est. 2009.

			LaserDisc Database, www.lddb.com 

			Another long-gone video format lives on at this 20th-century emporium for devoted collectors. Members-only forum. Est. 2002.

			Movies Unlimited, 3015 Darnell Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19154-3201, (800) 466-8437, (215) 637-4444, www.moviesunlimited.com, Facebook, Twitter 

			Founding father of video sellers is definitive. Doorstopper print catalog is a reference book unto itself. Est. 1978.

			NetFlix, (866) 579-7172, www.netflix.com, Facebook, Twitter

			Pioneer in mail-order subscription rental also streams and produces its own original programming. Est. 1997.

			Olive Films, 312 N. May St. #102, Chicago, IL 60607-1237 (630) 444-1757, www.olivefilms.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 

			Disc debuts of often neglected titles from studio libraries, on Blu-ray and DVD. Est. 2010.

			PBS, POB 609, Melbourne, FL 32902-0609, (800) 531-4727, www.shoppbs.org, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest

			Public Broadcasting Service’s online store for consumers. Schools: www.teacher.shop.pbs.org, (800) 424-7963. Est. 1969.

			Robert’s Videos, 107 Tucker Crescent, Saskatoon, SK S7H 3H7 CA, (800) 440-2960 (in North America), (306) 955-3763 (outside N.A.), www.robertsvideos.com

			Search service for hard-to-find DVD, VHS, PAL, SECAM, etc. Est. 1998.

			Sinister Cinema, POB 4369, Medford, OR 97501-0168, (541) 773-6860, www.sinistercinema.com, Facebook

			Fan-pleasing assortment of B-movie discs and tapes, as retro as it gets. Armchair Fiction reprints old pulp novels. Est. 1984.

			Something Weird Video, POB 33664, Seattle, WA 98133-0664, (425) 290-5830, www.somethingweird.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 

			Exploitation-palooza, with dozens of trashy movie categories. New digital downloads. Some material age 18+ only. Est. 1990.

			Turner Classic Movies, 1050 Techwood Dr. NW, Atlanta, GA 30318-5604, (404) 885-5535 (messages only), www.tcm.com, Facebook, Twitter 

			Indispensable site boasts video store, research database, blogs, forums, photo archives, games, more. Est. 1994.

			Twilight Time, POB 550, Linden, VA 22642-0550, (888) 345-6335, (540) 635-1154, www1.screenarchives.com, Facebook

			Limited-edition releases (Fox, Sony, MGM, Cannon, Polygram, Orion, Protagonist) from restored transfers, on Blu-ray and DVD. Est. 2011.

			VCI Entertainment, 11333 E. 60th Pl, Tulsa, OK 74146-6828, (800) 331-4077, (918) 254-6117, www.vcientertainment.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest 

			Video Communications, Inc., is a fine company run by film lovers for film lovers. Exclusive collection of British films from the J. Arthur Rank Organisation. Est. 1976.

			Warner Archive, (888) 883-9437, www.warnerarchive.com, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube

			Buffs may scan the pre-1986 holdings of Warner Bros., MGM, RKO, and Monogram for on-demand DVDs or digital downloads. New titles every week. Est. 2009.

		

	
		
			Widescreen Glossary

			An aspect ratio is the relationship between the width and height of a screen image. Virtually all sound films until 1953 were 1.37 to 1, that is, slightly wider than they were tall—a modest rectangle. Since television screen size is 1.33:1, little is lost when an older movie is shown on TV. (Even films in the later standard 1.66:1 don’t suffer too badly.)

			In the 1950s, however, Hollywood’s attempt to lure people away from TV and back into theaters led to a battle of screen sizes, beginning with CinemaScope, more than twice as wide as it was high.

			Today, most films are 1.85:1; since this has become the norm, they are no longer thought of as “widescreen.” Our listings only cite films in special widescreen processes, such as the ones below:

			 

			CinemaScope—2.35:1 (some early titles 2.66:1 and 2.55:1)

			CinemaScope 55—2.35:1 (55mm)

			Cinerama—2.6:1 to 2.8:1

			Dyaliscope—2.35:1 (France)

			Grandeur—2:1 approx. (70mm)

			Hammerscope—2.35:1 (England)

			Megascope—2.35:1 (England)

			MGM Camera 65—2.75:1 (70mm; same as Ultra Panavision)

			Natural Vision—2:1 approx. (63.5mm)

			Naturama—2.35:1 (Republic studios)

			Panavision—2.35:1 (2.4:1 from 1971)

			Realife—2:1 approx. (70mm)

			Regalscope—2.35:1

			RKO-Scope—2.35:1 (same as Super-Scope 235)

			Sovscope/Sovscope 70—2.35:1 (U.S.S.R.)

			Superama—2.35:1 (same as Super 35)

			SuperCinescope—2.35:1 (Italy)

			Super Panavision 70—2.2:1 (70mm); 2.35:1 (35mm)

			SuperScope—2:1

			SuperScope 235—2.35:1 (origin of Super 35)

			Super Technirama 70—2.2:1 (70 mm)

			SuperTotalscope—2.35:1 (Italy)

			Technirama—2.35:1

			Todd-AO—2.2:1 (70mm)

			Todd-70—2.2:1 (70mm)

			Tohoscope—2.35:1 (Japan)

			Totalscope—2.35:1 (Italy/France)

			Ultra Panavision 70—2.76:1 (70mm)

			VistaVision—1.66:1 to 2:1 (1.85:1 recommended)

			Vitascope—2:1 approx. (65mm)

			WarnerScope—2.35:1

		

	
		
			Aaron Slick From Punkin Crick (1952) C-95m. [image: star][image: star] D: Claude Binyon. Alan Young, Dinah Shore, Adele Jergens, Robert Merrill, Minerva Urecal, Veda Ann Borg. Innocuous musical of dreamy farm widow Shore, obsessed with moving to the city; she’s courted by shy-bumpkin neighbor Young, and is taken by on-the-lam crooks Merrill and Jergens. Based on a 1919 play—and it shows. Unmemorable score. Film debut of opera star Merrill.

			Abandoned (1949) 79m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Joe Newman. Dennis O’Keefe, Gale Storm, Jeff Chandler, Raymond Burr, Marjorie Rambeau, Will Kuluva, Meg Randall, Mike Mazurki, Jeanette Nolan. Pretty good exposé about a baby-selling racket; reporter O’Keefe tries to help Storm find out what happened to her sister. Good L.A. locations; snappy dialogue by William Bowers.

			Abandon Ship (1957-British) 100m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Richard Sale. Tyrone Power, Mai Zet-terling, Lloyd Nolan, Stephen Boyd, Moira Lister, James Hayter. Tyrone is officer suddenly in command of lifeboat holding survivors from sunken luxury liner. Tense, exciting study of people fighting to stay alive while exposed to savage seas and each other. British title: SEVEN WAVES AWAY.[image: available on videocassette]

			Abbott and Costello Go to Mars (1953) 77m. [image: star]½ D: Charles Lamont. Robert Paige, Mari Blanchard, Martha Hyer, Horace McMahon. Unimaginative vehicle has Bud and Lou sailing through space with escaped gangsters, landing on Venus, a planet populated with scantily clad women. Look quickly for Anita Ekberg.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello in Hollywood (1945) 83m. [image: star][image: star] D: S. Sylvan Simon. Frances Rafferty, Robert Stanton, Jean Porter, Warner Anderson, Dean Stockwell. Uneven comedy with A&C as barber and porter in Tinseltown. A few peeks behind the scenes at MGM with Rags Ragland, Lucille Ball, Preston Foster, Butch Jenkins, and director Robert Z. Leonard. Officially titled BUD ABBOTT AND LOU COSTELLO IN HOLLYWOOD.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello in the Foreign Legion (1950) 80m. [image: star][image: star] D: Charles Lamont. Patricia Medina, Walter Slezak, Douglass Dumbrille. Unexceptional vehicle pitting A&C against nasty sergeant Slezak. Best scene involves mirages in the desert. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet Captain Kidd (1952) C-70m. [image: star][image: star] D: Charles Lamont. Charles Laughton, Hillary Brooke, Fran Warren, Bill Shirley, Leif Erickson. Middling pirate spoof with too many lousy songs, worth catching to see Laughton having the time of his life in atypical low comedy.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1953) 77m. [image: star][image: star] D: Charles Lamont. Boris Karloff, Craig Stevens, Reginald Denny, Helen Westcott, John Dierkes. Disappointing attempt to mix A&C with Jekyll (Karloff) and Hyde (stuntman Eddie Parker), with too few funny scenes. Special effects are film’s main asset.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein (1948) 83m. [image: star][image: star][image: star]½ D: Charles Barton. Lon Chaney, Jr., Bela Lugosi, Lenore Aubert, Jane Randolph, Glenn Strange, Frank Ferguson. Dracula (Lugosi) plans to put Lou’s brain in Frankenstein’s monster; werewolf Larry Talbot (Chaney) has his paws full convincing the boys they’re in danger. All-time great horror-comedy still works beautifully, mainly because the monsters play it straight. Yes, that is Vincent Price’s voice at the end. Officially titled BUD ABBOTT LOU COSTELLO MEET FRANKENSTEIN. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet the Invisible Man (1951) 82m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Charles Lamont. Nancy Guild, Arthur Franz, Adele Jergens, Sheldon Leonard. One of the team’s best vehicles, with Bud and Lou as detectives helping boxer (Franz) who’s been framed by mobster Leonard, with aid of invisibility formula. The effects are top-notch.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet the Keystone Kops (1955) 79m. [image: star][image: star] D: Charles Lamont. Fred Clark, Lynn Bari, Mack Sennett, Maxie Rosenbloom, Frank Wilcox, Henry Kulky, Sam Flint. Low-budget comedy could have been better. Clark is fine as conniving producer in this synthetic period piece of silent-slapstick movie days.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet the Killer Boris Karloff (1949) 84m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Charles Barton. Lenore Aubert, Gar Moore, Donna Martell, Alan Mowbray. Pleasant blend of comedy and whodunit with bodies hanging in closets perplexing hotel dick Abbott, and phony mystic Karloff trying to do away with klutzy bellboy Costello.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Abbott and Costello Meet the Mummy (1955) 79m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Charles Lamont. Marie Windsor, Michael Ansara, Dan Seymour, Kurt Katch, Richard Deacon. Amusing adventure with A&C mixed up with villainess Windsor, a subterranean tomb, and a mummy who’s still alive. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			ABC Murders, The SEE: Alphabet Murders, The

			Abductors, The (1957) 80m. [image: star]½ D: Andrew McLaglen. Victor McLaglen, George Mac-ready, Fay Spain, Gavin Muir. Boring ac-count of McLaglen and Macready’s scheme to steal and hold for ransom the remains of Abraham Lincoln; based on fact. Only time McLaglen was directed by his son. Regalscope.

			Abe Lincoln in Illinois (1940) 110m. [image: star][image: star][image: star][image: star] D: John Cromwell. Raymond Massey, Gene Lockhart, Ruth Gordon, Mary Howard, Dorothy Tree, Minor Watson, Alan Baxter, Howard da Silva. First-rate Americana; sincere story of Lincoln’s life and career is beautifully acted by Massey, with top support from Gordon as Mary Todd. Based on Robert Sherwood’s Pulitzer Prize–winning play.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abe Lincoln of Ninth Avenue, The SEE: Streets of New York

			Abie’s Irish Rose (1946) 96m. BOMB D: A. Edward Sutherland. Joanne Dru, Richard Norris, Michael Chekhov, Eric Blore, Art Baker, J. M. Kerrigan. Outmoded remake of 1920s Broadway comedy about a Jewish boy marrying an Irish girl. Filmed before in 1929. Produced by Bing Crosby. Look for Shelley Winters as a bridesmaid.

			Abilene Town (1946) 89m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Edwin L. Marin. Randolph Scott, Ann Dvorak, Edgar Buchanan, Rhonda Fleming, Lloyd Bridges. Above-average Scott vehicle as patient sheriff tries to straighten out homesteader conflict out West after the Civil War. Also shown in computer-colored version.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abominable Snowman,  The (1957-British) 90m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Val Guest. Forrest Tucker, Peter Cushing, Richard Wattis, Maureen Connell, Robert Brown. Intelligent tale of good man (Cushing) and corrupt man (Tucker) heading an expedition seeking the elusive title creature, with surprising results. Aka THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN OF THE HIMALAYAS. Original U.S. running time 85m. Widescreen Hammerscope. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			About Face (1952) C-94m. [image: star]½ D: Roy Del Ruth. Gordon MacRae, Eddie Bracken, Dick Wesson, Phyllis Kirk, Joel Grey. Dull comedy-musical remake of BROTHER RAT, about three friends in military academy, one of them secretly married. Grey’s film debut.

			About Mrs. Leslie (1954) 104m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Daniel Mann. Shirley Booth, Robert Ryan, Marjie Millar, Alex Nicol, Sammy White, James Bell, Eilene Janssen, Henry (Harry) Morgan, Gale Page, Ellen Corby, Amanda Blake, Joan Shawlee, Benny Rubin, Jack Larson, Jerry Paris. Flashbacks reveal romance between chanteuse (Booth) and mysterious, lonely magnate (Ryan). Well-acted soaper; forgivable illogical coupling of stars.

			Above and Beyond (1952) 122m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Melvin Frank, Norman Panama. Robert Taylor, Eleanor Parker, James Whitmore, Larry Keating, Larry Gates, Marilyn Erskine, Jim Backus. Meaningful account of Paul Tibbets (Taylor), U.S. pilot who flew over Hiroshima with first atomic bomb; film focuses on his training and its effect on his personal life. Story also told in 1980 TVM ENOLA GAY.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Above Suspicion (1943) 90m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Richard Thorpe. Joan Crawford, Fred MacMurray, Conrad Veidt, Basil Rathbone, Reginald Owen, Richard Ainley. Crawford and MacMurray asked to do spy mission during European honeymoon on the eve of WW2. Pure escapism, with Joan more than a match for the Nazis.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Above Us the Waves (1956-British) 92m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Ralph Thomas. John Mills, John Gregson, Donald Sinden, James Robertson Justice. Utilizing documentary style, film relates account of unrelenting British attempt to destroy Nazi warship. Fine cast in exciting submarine drama.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abraham Lincoln (1930) 97m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: D. W. Griffith. Walter Huston, Una Merkel, Edgar Dearing, Russell Simpson, Cameron Prud’homme, Oscar Apfel, Henry B. Walthall. Huston is excellent in this sincere but static biography of Lincoln; can’t match Griffith’s silent masterpieces. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			A Brivele der Mamen (1938-Polish) 100m. [image: star][image: star] D: Joseph Green. Lucy Gehrman, Misha Gehrman, Max Bozyk, Edmund Zayenda, Alexander Stein. Overly sentimental Yiddish-language soaper that examines the effect of immigration on the family; the scenario focuses on a Polish-Jewish mother and son, and what happens when the latter heads off to America. The title’s English translation is A LETTER TO MOTHER; also known as THE ETERNAL SONG.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Abroad With Two Yanks (1944) 80m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Allan Dwan. William Bendix, Helen Walker, Dennis O’Keefe, John Loder, John Abbott. Bendix and O’Keefe are Marines on the loose in Australia, both chasing Walker; breezy comedy.[image: available on videocassette]

			Absent Minded Professor, The (1961) 97m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Robert Stevenson. Fred MacMurray, Nancy Olson, Keenan Wynn, Tommy Kirk, Ed Wynn, Leon Ames, Elliott Reid. MacMurray discovers flubber (flying rubber) in this Disney audience-pleaser, but no one will believe him except Keenan Wynn, who tries to steal the substance. Broad comedy and bright special effects make this a lot of fun. Also shown in computer-colored version. Sequel: SON OF FLUBBER. Remade in 1995 (as a TVM) and in 1997 as FLUBBER.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Absolute Quiet (1936) 70m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: George B. Seitz. Lionel Atwill, Irene Hervey, Raymond Walburn, Stuart Erwin, Ann Loring, Louis Hayward, Wallace Ford, Bernadene Hayes, Harvey Stephens, J. Carrol Naish. A great group of character actors portray a planeload of disparate types who make a forced landing on a ranch owned by ruthless financier Atwill, just as he is being held hostage by fugitives. Entertaining potboiler mixes melodrama and comedy quite nicely.

			Accattone (1961-Italian) 120m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Pier Paolo Pasolini. Franco Citti, Franca Pasut, Roberto Scaringella, Adele Cambria, Paolo Guidi, Silvana Corsini. Pasolini’s first film is a vivid, unsentimental look at the desperate (and depressing) existence of pimps and petty thieves living in the slums of Rome. Bernardo Bertolucci was one of the assistant directors. Released in the U.S. in 1968.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Accent on Youth (1935) 77m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Wesley Ruggles. Sylvia Sidney, Herbert Marshall, Phillip Reed, Holmes Herbert, Catharine Doucet, Astrid Allwyn. Trim comedy from Samson Raphaelson’s play about middle-aged playwright pursued by his young secretary. A bit talky by modern standards, but quite watchable. Remade as MR. MUSIC and BUT NOT FOR ME.

			Accidents Will Happen (1939) 62m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: William Clemens. Ronald Reagan, Gloria Blondell, Sheila Bromley, Dick Purcell, Addison Richards. Good little “B” picture about a young go-getting insurance claims adjuster who tries to blow the whistle on a phony-accident racket.

			Accomplices, The (1959-Italian) 93m. [image: star]½ D: Gianni Vernuccio. Sandro Luporini, Sandro Fizzotro, Annabella Incontrera, Jeannie. Lurid, minor film of love triangle, with resulting murder; unconvincing and pat.

			Accused, The (1948) 101m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: William Dieterle. Loretta Young, Robert Cummings, Wendell Corey, Sam Jaffe, Douglas Dick. Professor Young is sexually attacked by a student, accidentally kills him in self-defense, and then tries to cover it up. Taut thriller, with good support from Cummings.[image: available on videocassette]

			Accused (1957) SEE: Mark of the Hawk, The

			Accused of Murder (1956) C-74m. [image: star][image: star] D: Joseph Kane. David Brian, Vera Ralston, Sidney Blackmer, Virginia Grey, Warren Stevens, Lee Van Cleef, Claire Carleton, Wally Cassell, Elisha Cook, Jr. Interesting cast in bland murder mystery–melodrama of police detective Brian involved in underworld killing. Naturama.

			Ace in the Hole (1951) 112m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Billy Wilder. Kirk Douglas, Jan Sterling, Bob Arthur, Porter Hall, Frank Cady, Richard Benedict, Ray Teal, Gene Evans. An embittered New Mexico reporter looking for the elusive brass ring finds it when he stumbles onto a story of a man trapped in an ancient Indian ruin. Unrelentingly cynical (yet mostly believable) tale of how the reporter exploits the “human interest story” for his own benefit—and how the potential tragedy turns into a three-ring circus—has a peculiarly contemporary ring to it. Biting and extremely well acted. Originally titled THE BIG CARNIVAL. Inspired by the actual 1925 Floyd Collins case; the real reporter won a Pulitzer Prize.[image: available on DVD]

			Ace of Aces (1933)  76m. [image: star][image: star] D: J. Walter Ruben. Richard Dix, Elizabeth Allan, Ralph Bellamy, Theodore Newton, Frank Conroy, William Cagney. Sculptor Dix has no use for flagwaving as America enters WW1; after being admonished by girlfriend Allan, he becomes a fighter pilot . . . and undergoes a personality change. Sincere antiwar tract, but far too melodramatic. Coscripted by John Monk Saunders. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Ace of Hearts, The (1921) 75m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Wallace Worsley. Lon Chaney, Leatrice Joy, John Bowers, Hardee Kirkland, Raymond Hatton, Edwin Wallock. An anarchist suffers professional and personal crises when he discovers his bomb will slay innocent bystanders dining next to his target . . . who just happens to be “the other man” in a current love affair. Good mid-career Chaney vehicle, a relic of the early Red Scare era, relies more on characterization than on makeup effects. [image: available on DVD]

			Across the Bridge (1957-British) 103m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Ken Annakin. Rod Steiger, David Knight, Marla Landi, Noel Willman, Bernard Lee, Bill Nagy, Eric Pohlmann. Smug German business magnate flees his home base in England when Scotland Yard investigates his corrupt dealings. His only hope is to get to Mexico through the U.S., but en route he switches identities with a fellow train passenger. Engrossing yarn based on a Graham Greene novella. Shot mostly in Spain. Later remade as DOUBLE TAKE. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Across the Pacific (1942) 97m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: John Huston. Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor, Sydney Greenstreet, Victor Sen Yung, Keye Luke, Richard Loo. Three MALTESE FALCON leads reteamed for enjoyable WW2 adventure. Bogart trails spies to Panama, has running battle of wits with Greenstreet, while romancing enticing Astor. Despite title, the movie never gets to the Pacific, much less across it. Also shown in computer-colored version.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Across the Wide Missouri (1951) C-78m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: William Wellman. Clark Gable, Ricardo Montalban, John Hodiak, Adolphe Menjou, Maria Elena Marques, J. Carrol Naish, Jack Holt, Alan Napier, George Chandler, Richard Anderson. Rocky Mountain location filming helps pedestrian frontier adventure as beaver trapper Gable and other mountain men contend with Indians. Awful comedy relief during the title trip (an all-male square dance, a slapstick free-for-all, Indian Naish in a suit of armor, etc.) makes the Missouri feel intolerably wide. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Across to Singapore (1928) 85m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: William Nigh. Ramon Novarro, Joan Crawford, Ernest Torrence, Dan Wolheim, Duke Martin, Edward Connelly, James Mason. Boisterous seaman Torrence falls for pert Crawford and, without her knowledge, asks her father for permission to marry her . . . but she’s really in love with his boyish kid brother (Novarro). Passions collide in this unremarkable though entertaining seafaring yarn, also filmed in 1923 and 1953 as ALL THE BROTHERS WERE VALIANT (the name of the Ben Ames Williams novel on which this is based). Anna May Wong appears prominently, but is unbilled. [image: available on DVD]

			Action for Slander (1938-British) 83m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Tim Whelan. Clive Brook, Ann Todd, Margaretta Scott, Arthur Margetson, Ronald Squire, Athole Stewart, Percy Marmont, Francis L. Sullivan, Felix Aylmer, Googie Withers. Adequate drama about suave, stiff-upper-lip cavalry officer Brook, who feels his life is ruined when he’s falsely accused of cheating at cards. Sparked by Sullivan’s forceful presence as Brook’s lawyer. [image: available on videocassette]

			Action in Arabia (1944) 72m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Leonide Moguy. George Sanders, Virginia Bruce, Gene Lockhart, Robert Armstrong, Lenore Aubert, H. B. Warner, Alan Napier, Marcel Dalio, Michael Ansara. OK drama in which troubleshooting reporter Sanders tangles with assorted characters in Damascus, where Nazis and Allies are jockeying for Arab support on the eve of WW2. Desert footage was shot by Merian C. Cooper and Ernest B. Schoedsack for an unmade film. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Action in the North Atlantic (1943) 127m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Lloyd Bacon. Humphrey Bogart, Raymond Massey, Alan Hale, Julie Bishop, Ruth Gordon, Sam Levene, Dane Clark. Rousing tribute to WW2 Merchant Marine, with officers Bogart and Massey, seamen Hale and Levene, usual hothead Clark, and Gordon as Massey’s wife. Also shown in computer-colored version.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Action of the Tiger (1957-British) C-94m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Terence Young. Van Johnson, Martine Carol, Herbert Lom, Anna Gerber, Sean Connery. Action-packed, clichéd adventure story with Johnson the virile American rescuing pro-Western refugees from Albania. CinemaScope.

			Act of Love (1953) 108m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Anatole Litvak. Kirk Douglas, Dany Robin, Barbara Laage, Robert Strauss, Gabrielle Dorziat, Serge Reggiani, Brigitte Bardot. Entertaining if unremarkable chronicle of the romance between lonely American soldier Douglas and down-and-out French girl Robin in Paris. Scripted by Irwin Shaw, based on Alfred Hayes’ novel The Girl on the Via Flaminia.

			Act of Murder, An (1948) 91m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Michael Gordon. Fredric March, Florence Eldridge, Edmond O’Brien, Geraldine Brooks. March is excellent as strict jurist who must judge himself for saving his wife the anguish of illness by killing her; absorbing drama.

			Act of Violence (1949) 92m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Fred Zinnemann. Van Heflin, Robert Ryan, Janet Leigh, Mary Astor, Phyllis Thaxter, Berry Kroeger, Taylor Holmes. Stark, well-acted drama, with crippled, embittered Ryan stalking former senior officer Heflin, who betrayed his men while a POW. Fine vignette by Astor as a sympathetic call girl.[image: available on DVD]

			Act One (1963) 110m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Dore Schary. George Hamilton, Jason Robards, George Segal, Eli Wallach, Sam Levene, Ruth Ford, Jack Klugman. Interesting for oddball cast, this fabrication of writer Moss Hart’s autobiography lacks finesse or any sense of reality, but Robards is ideally cast as George S. Kaufman.

			Actors and Sin (1952) 82m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Ben Hecht, Lee Garmes. Edward G. Robinson, Eddie Albert, Marsha Hunt, Alan Reed, Dan O’Herlihy, Tracey Roberts, Rudolph Anders, Paul Guilfoyle, Jenny Hecht, John Crawford. Uneven two-part film: the overly melodramatic “Actor’s Blood” concerns has-been thespian Robinson and his hard-hearted (and murdered) Broadway star daughter Hunt; the more successful “Woman of Sin” details the plight of agent Albert, whose newest client is a 9-year-old (Hecht, Ben’s daughter), who’s penned a lascivious book.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Actor’s Revenge, An (1963-Japanese) C-114m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Kon Ichikawa. Kazuo Hasegawa, Ayako Wakao, Fujiko Yamamoto, Ganjiro Nakamura, Raizo Ichikawa. Confusing tale of Kabuki actor Hasegawa getting back at a lord (Nakamura) responsible for the demise of his parents. Unevenly directed. Aka THE REVENGE OF UKENO-JO. Daieiscope. [image: available on DVD]

			Actress, The (1953) 91m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: George Cukor. Spencer Tracy, Jean Simmons, Teresa Wright, Anthony Perkins, Mary Wickes. Flavorful account based on Ruth Gordon’s experiences as a teenager in early 20th-century Massachusetts, determined to become an acting star; Tracy is the irascible father. Jackie Coogan appears in unbilled bit. Perkins’ film debut.[image: available on DVD]

			Ada (1961) C-109m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Daniel Mann. Susan Hayward, Dean Martin, Wilfrid Hyde-White, Ralph Meeker, Martin Balsam. Histrionic rags-to-riches soap opera with prostitute Hayward maneuvering easy-going Martin into the governor’s mansion, using her iron will to overcome political corruption (in the person of Hyde-White). CinemaScope. [image: available on DVD]

			Adam and Evalyn (1949-British) 92m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Harold French. Jean Simmons, Stewart Granger, Wilfrid Hyde-White, Helen Cherry, Raymond Young. Pleasant but ordinary tale of gambler Granger and the daughter he adopts when a friend dies. British title: ADAM AND EVELYNE.[image: available on videocassette]

			Adam Had Four Sons (1941) 81m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Gregory Ratoff. Ingrid Bergman, Warner Baxter, Susan Hayward, Fay Wray, Richard Denning, Johnny Downs, June Lockhart. Handsome but predictable family saga about French governess Bergman watching over Baxter’s household after his wife’s death. Bergman gives warm performance, and Hayward plays bad girl to the hilt.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adam’s Rib (1949) 100m. [image: star][image: star][image: star][image: star] D: George Cukor. Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hepburn, Judy Holliday, Tom Ewell, David Wayne, Jean Hagen, Hope Emerson, Polly Moran, Marvin Kaplan, Paula Raymond, Tommy Noonan. Smart, sophisticated comedy (by Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin) about husband and wife lawyers on opposing sides of the same attempted-murder case. One of Hollywood’s greatest comedies about the battle of the sexes, with peerless Tracy and Hepburn supported by movie newcomers Holliday, Ewell, Hagen, and Wayne. Cole Porter contributed the song “Farewell, Amanda.” Remade in Bulgaria in 1956 (in this version the heroine rebels against tradition as a result of her conversion to Marxism-Leninism!). Later a TV series. Also shown in computer-colored version. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Address Unknown (1944) 72m. [image: star][image: star] D: William Cameron Menzies. Paul Lukas, Mady Christians, Morris Carnovsky, Carl Esmond, K.T. Stevens, Peter Van Eyck. Longtime American resident Lukas returns to his native Germany, and is all too easily swept up by Naziism. Offbeat visual style of director Menzies doesn’t alleviate hollowness of this heavy-handed parable. [image: available on DVD]

			Admirable Crichton, The (1957-British) C-94m. [image: star][image: star] D: Lewis Gilbert. Kenneth More, Diane Cilento, Cecil Parker, Sally Ann Howes, Martita Hunt. Oft-filmed James Barrie classic wears thin: impeccable servant proves to be most resourceful when he and his aristocratic employers are shipwrecked on an island. Retitled PARADISE LAGOON; previously made in 1918 and 1919 (as MALE AND FEMALE). VistaVision.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Admiral Was a Lady, The (1950) 87m. [image: star][image: star] D: Albert Rogell. Edmond O’Brien, Wanda Hendrix, Rudy Vallee, Steve Brodie. Ex-WAVE Hendrix encounters quartet of fun-loving, work-hating men, all interested in courting her; weak.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adorable Julia (1962-French-Austrian) 94m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Alfred Weidenmann. Lilli Palmer, Charles Boyer, Jean Sorel, Thomas Fritsch. Charming rendering of Somerset Maugham’s novel Theatre and the play of the same title he penned with Guy Bolton. Palmer is an aging stage star who becomes the mistress of young Sorel (despite being wed to director-producer Boyer). Bolton also cowrote the script. Remade as BEING JULIA (2004).[image: available on videocassette]

			À Double Tour SEE: Web of Passion

			Advance to the Rear (1964) 97m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: George Marshall. Glenn Ford, Stella Stevens, Melvyn Douglas, Joan Blondell, Jim Backus, Andrew Prine. During Civil War, Northern soldier rejects are sent to Western territory. Stevens as Reb spy and Blondell as saucy worldly woman add only spice to predictable slapstick comedy. Panavision. [image: available on DVD]

			Adventure (1945) 125m. [image: star][image: star] D: Victor Fleming. Clark Gable, Greer Garson, Joan Blondell, Thomas Mitchell, Tom Tully, John Qualen, Richard Haydn. Footloose, philosophical seaman Gable is drawn to librarian Garson, who might just get him to settle down. Overlong romantic drama has its moments but never quite jells. A famous flop in its day, it marked Gable’s return after WW2 service with the ad line “Gable’s back and Garson’s got him!” [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventure, The SEE: L’Avventura

			Adventure for Two SEE: Demi-Paradise, The

			Adventure in Baltimore (1949) 89m. [image: star][image: star] D: Richard Wallace. Shirley Temple, John Agar, Robert Young, Josephine Hutchinson. Mild (and, some might say, reactionary) comedy, set in the horse-and-buggy era. Temple plays a spunky miss whose independent spirit and feminist leanings are depicted as youthful folly. Young, auditioning for Father Knows Best, plays Shirley’s understanding pastor-father. Temple and Agar were then married. [image: available on DVD]

			Adventure in Diamonds (1940) 76m. [image: star][image: star] D: George Fitzmaurice. George Brent, Isa Miranda, John Loder, Nigel Bruce. Tepid formula programmer dealing with jewel robberies in Africa.

			Adventure in Iraq (1943) 64m. [image: star]½ D: D. Ross Lederman. John Loder, Ruth Ford, Warren Douglas, Paul Cavanagh, Barry Bernard, Peggy Carson. Yank pilot and two British passengers crash-land in the desert and are taken hostage by a sheik (Cavanagh) who wants to exchange them for brothers being held by the British as Nazi spies. Subpar rehash of 1930’s THE GREEN GODDESS. Cavanagh is good but no match for George Arliss in the original. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventure in Manhattan (1936) 73m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Edward Ludwig. Jean Arthur, Joel McCrea, Reginald Owen, Thomas Mitchell, Herman Bing. Bizarre blend of comedy and melodrama with the stars foiling planned bank robbery. Doesn’t always work, but interesting. [image: available on DVD]

			Adventure in Sahara (1938) 60m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: D. Ross Lederman. Paul Kelly, C. Henry Gordon, Lorna Gray (Adrian Booth), Robert Fiske, Marc Lawrence, Dick Curtis, Stanley Brown, Alan (Al) Bridge, Charles Moore. Kelly joins the French Foreign Legion to avenge his brother’s death at the hands of a sadistic commandant (Gordon). Standard-issue stuff, but extremely well crafted, with an expert cast. Story by Sam Fuller. [image: available on DVD]

			Adventure in Washington (1941) 84m. [image: star][image: star] D: Alfred E. Green. Herbert Marshall, Virginia Bruce, Gene Reynolds, Samuel S. Hinds, Ralph Morgan, Charles Smith, Dickie Jones, Tommy Bond. Misleading title for tame account of Senator Marshall and his attempt to reform a delinquent youth who is working as a Senate page boy.

			Adventurers, The (1951-British) 86m. [image: star][image: star] D: David MacDonald. Jack Hawkins, Peter Hammond, Dennis Price, Grégoire Aslan, Charles Paton, Siobhan McKenna, Bernard Lee, Ronald Adam. In 1902, in the waning days of the Boer War, a British soldier hides some valuable diamonds he finds on a man’s body in South Africa. When he returns to claim them he’s forced to take on confederates. Poor man’s TREASURE OF THE SIERRA MADRE. Aka THE GREAT ADVENTURE and FORTUNE IN DIAMONDS. [image: available on DVD]

			Adventures at Rugby SEE: Tom Brown’s School Days (1940)

			Adventures in Silverado (1948) 75m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Phil Karlson. William Bishop, Gloria Henry, Forrest Tucker, Edgar Buchanan, Edgar Barrier, Irving Bacon. Author Robert Louis Stevenson takes a trip to Napa Valley, California, in 1880 and gets involved in the exploits of a stagecoach driver who captures a hooded highwayman called The Monk. Supposedly inspired by a true incident, this offbeat Western based on Stevenson’s The Silverado Squatters is a dandy, high-spirited adventure yarn. [image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Captain Fabian (1951) 100m. [image: star]½ D: William Marshall. Errol Flynn, Micheline Presle, Agnes Moorehead, Vincent Price. Soggy sea yarn has Flynn involved with accused murderess. Set in 1840 New Orleans but filmed in France; screenplay by Flynn.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Casanova (1948) 83m. [image: star][image: star] D: Roberto Gavaldon. Arturo de Cordova, Lucille Bremer, Turhan Bey, John Sutton. Very ordinary swashbuckler of Casanova de Cordova leading the oppressed people of Sicily against tyrannical rule; this one cries for color. Filmed entirely in Mexico.

			Adventures of Curley and His Gang, The SEE: Curley

			Adventures of Don Juan (1948) C-110m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Vincent Sherman. Errol Flynn, Viveca Lindfors, Robert Douglas, Alan Hale, Ann Rutherford, Raymond Burr. Handsome tongue-in-cheek swashbuckler has Errol stringing along countless maidens and even enticing the Queen (Lindfors); Oscar winner for Best Costumes. The lady at the end is Flynn’s second wife, Nora Eddington. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Gallant Bess (1948) C-73m. [image: star][image: star] D: Lew Landers. Cameron Mitchell, Audrey Long, Fuzzy Knight, James Millican. Mitchell is torn between his girl and his horse in this colorful but routine equestrian drama.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Hajji Baba, The (1954) C-94m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Don Weis. John Derek, Elaine Stewart, Thomas Gomez, Amanda Blake, Paul Picerni. Derek adds spark to OK desert tale of his romancing sheik’s daughter, who’s out to marry heir of rival kingdom. CinemaScope.

			Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The (1939) 90m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Richard Thorpe. Mickey Rooney, Walter Connelly, William Frawley, Rex Ingram, Lynne Carver. Subdued Rooney fine, Ingram excellent as Huck and Jim in classic Mark Twain tale of early 19th-century America; Connelly and Frawley are amusing as riverboat con artists. Also shown in computer-colored version. Aka HUCKLEBERRY FINN. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The (1960) C-107m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Michael Curtiz. Tony Randall, Eddie Hodges, Archie Moore, Patty McCormack, Neville Brand. Good version of Twain’s story with an appealing Hodges (Huck) and excellent Archie Moore (Jim). Assorted characters played by veterans Buster Keaton, Andy Devine, Judy Canova, John Carradine, Mickey Shaughnessy, and Sterling Holloway. CinemaScope.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Ichabod and Mr. Toad, The (1949) C-68m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Jack Kinney, Clyde Geronimi, James Algar. Voices of Eric Blore, Pat O’Malley, John Ployardt, Colin Campbell, Claude Allister, The Rhythmaires. Very entertaining animated doubleheader from Disney: a witty adaptation of Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows, about Mr. Toad and his friends, centering on Toad’s infatuation with motorcars, narrated by Basil Rathbone; and a broad, cartoony version of Washington Irving’s “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” with a genuinely scary climax, narrated (and sung) by Bing Crosby. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Jack London, The SEE: Jack London

			Adventures of Marco Polo, The (1938) 100m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Archie Mayo. Gary Cooper, Sigrid Gurie, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Binnie Barnes, Ernest Truex, Alan Hale. Lighthearted approach to famed explorer’s life doesn’t always work, but Cooper is pleasant and Rathbone’s a good villain; sumptuous production. Look for Lana Turner as one of the handmaidens.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Mark Twain, The (1944) 130m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Irving Rapper. Fredric March, Alexis Smith, Donald Crisp, Alan Hale, C. Aubrey Smith, John Carradine, Percy Kilbride. This Hollywoodized story of Samuel Clemens’ colorful life may not be great biography, but it’s consistently entertaining—despite some biopic clichés. March is fine in title role. Filmed in 1942. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Martin Eden, The (1942) 87m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Sidney Salkow. Glenn Ford, Claire Trevor, Evelyn Keyes, Stuart Erwin, Dickie Moore. Sturdy Jack London tale of seaman aboard terror of a ship, writing account of sailing, fighting for literary recognition.

			Adventures of Prince Achmed, The (1926-German) 66m. [image: star][image: star][image: star]½ D: Lotte Reiniger. Captivating “silhouette film” (often cited as the first animated feature) based on various Arabian Nights tales involving the title prince and his experiences during a journey on a flying horse. A treat for children and adults alike, with the plot taking a backseat to the nonstop flow of eye-popping images. The video/DVD is a reconstruction derived from an existing tinted and toned nitrate print. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Rin Tin Tin, The SEE: Return of Rin Tin Tin, The

			Adventures of Robin Hood, The (1938) C-102m. [image: star][image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Michael Curtiz, William Keighley. Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Basil Rathbone, Claude Rains, Patric Knowles, Eugene Pallette, Alan Hale, Herbert Mundin, Una O’Connor, Melville Cooper, Ian Hunter, Montagu Love. Dashing Flynn in the definitive swashbuckler, winning hand of de Havilland (never lovelier as Maid Marian), foiling evil prince Rains, dueling wicked Rathbone. Erich Wolfgang Korngold’s outstanding score earned an Oscar, as did the art direction and editing. Scripted by Norman Reilly Raine and Seton I. Miller. Arguably Flynn’s greatest role. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (1952-Mexican) C-90m. [image: star][image: star][image: star]½ D: Luis Buñuel. Daniel (Dan) O’Herlihy, Jaime Fernandez. Colorful, entertaining adaptation of Daniel Defoe’s classic story about a resourceful shipwreck victim, with some distinctive Buñuel touches; vivid performance by O’Herlihy. Screenplay by Philip Ansell Roll (Hugo Butler) and Buñuel. Excellent music score by Anthony Collins. Main title on film is ROBINSON CRUSOE.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Sadie, The (1954-British) C-88m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Noel Langley. Joan Collins, George Cole, Kenneth More, Robertson Hare, Hermione Gingold, Walter Fitzgerald, Hattie Jacques. Obvious sex satire relying on premise of Collins stuck on desert isle with love-hungry men. From an Ernest K. Gann novel. Original British title: OUR GIRL FRIDAY.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, The (1939) 85m. [image: star][image: star][image: star]½ D: Alfred Werker. Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Ida Lupino, Alan Marshal, Terry Kilburn, George Zucco, E. E. Clive, Mary Gordon. The master sleuth faces one of his greatest challenges when the nefarious Professor Moriarty (Zucco) plots to steal the Crown Jewels. The second and last of Fox’s excellent Rathbone-Bruce period pieces, which predated Universal’s entertaining modern series.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Tartu, The (1943-British) 103m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Harold S. Bucquet. Robert Donat, Valerie Hobson, Walter Rilla, Phyllis Morris, Glynis Johns. Well-turned spy drama with intrepid British soldier Donat dispatched incognito into Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia to blow up a German poison gas plant. Donat’s lively performance makes this one worth watching. Retitled: TARTU. Also shown in alternate British release version, SABOTAGE AGENT.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventures of Three Reporters, The SEE: Miss Mend

			Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The (1938) C-77m. [image: star][image: star][image: star]½ D: Norman Taurog. Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, Ann Gillis, May Robson, Walter Brennan, Victor Jory, Spring Byington, Margaret Hamilton. Entertaining David O. Selznick production of Mark Twain classic with more slapstick than Twain may have had in mind. Cave sequence with Injun Joe is unforgettable. Original running time 93m. Previously filmed in 1930, and again in 1973 (twice that year)—all under the title TOM SAWYER. Refilmed in 1995 as TOM AND HUCK.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc]

			Adventuress, The (1946-British) 98m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Frank Launder. Deborah Kerr, Trevor Howard, Raymond Huntley, Liam Redmond, Harry Webster. A feisty Irish lass is persuaded to help a German agent during WW2—because it will hurt her sworn enemies, the British. Well-made, low-key film with touches of droll humor. British prints were originally 114m., which explains some abruptness in exposition. British title: I SEE A DARK STRANGER.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Adventurous Blonde (1937) 60m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Frank McDonald. Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Anne Nagel, Tom Kennedy, George E. Stone, Natalie Moorhead, William Hopper. One of the better Torchy Blane entries, with sardonic crime reporter Farrell interrupting her wedding to cantankerous cop MacLane in order to probe the murder of a publicity-seeking actor. [image: available on DVD]

			Advice to the Lovelorn (1933) 62m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Alfred Werker. Lee Tracy, Sally Blane, Sterling Holloway, Jean Adair, Paul Harvey. Engaging comedy-drama capitalizing on Tracy’s success in BLESSED EVENT; here he parlays a lonelyhearts column into business enterprise, with unexpected results. Loosely based on Nathanael West’s Miss Lonelyhearts. Holloway excellent in key supporting role. Filmed again as LONELYHEARTS.

			Advise & Consent (1962) 139m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Otto Preminger. Henry Fonda, Don Murray, Charles Laughton, Walter Pidgeon, Peter Lawford, Gene Tierney, Franchot Tone, Lew Ayres, Burgess Meredith, Paul Ford, George Grizzard, Betty White. Long but engrossing drama of Washington wheeling and dealing, from Allen Drury novel. Cast is fine, with effective underplaying by Ayres and Tone standing out among more flamboyant performances by Laughton (his last film) and Grizzard. Also shown in computer-colored version. Panavision. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Aelita (1924-Russian) 112m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Yakov Protazanov. U. I. Solnetseva, N. M. Tsereteli, Valentina Kuinzhi, N. P. Batalov, V. G. Orlova. Moscow engineer who suspects his wife of infidelity fantasizes about the title character, the Queen of Mars, who watches him through a telescope. His dream is to construct a spaceship that will take him to the Red Planet, which is about to be embroiled in a workers’ uprising. Ambitious combination of sci-fi epic and socialist treatise is occasionally confusing but has eye-popping constructivist sets and costumes. Based on a novel by Alexei Tolstoy, a relative of Leo’s. Aka AELITA: QUEEN OF MARS. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Aerial Gunner (1943) 78m. [image: star][image: star] D: William H. Pine. Richard Arlen, Chester Morris, Lita (Amelita) Ward, Jimmy Lydon, Keith Richards, Dick Purcell. Formula WW2 action propaganda, pitting old rivals Arlen and Morris during basic training and competing for Ward’s love. Partially salvaged by some energetic combat scenes. Look quick for Robert Mitchum. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Affair in Havana (1957) 77m. [image: star]½ D: Laslo Benedek. John Cassavetes, Raymond Burr, Sara Shane, Lila Lazo. Unexciting tale of songwriter in love with crippled man’s wife. Filmed in Cuba.

			Affair in Monte Carlo (1953-British) C-75m. [image: star][image: star] D: Victor Saville. Merle Oberon, Richard Todd, Leo Genn, Peter Illing. Rich widow tries to convince gambler that romance is more rewarding than roulette. Monte Carlo backgrounds don’t help. Original British title: 24 HOURS OF A WOMAN’S LIFE. [image: available on DVD]

			Affair in Reno (1957) 75m. [image: star]½ D: R. G. Springsteen. John Lund, John Archer, Doris Singleton, Alan Hale. Inoffensive little film about detective Singleton falling in love with PR-man Lund. Naturama.

			Affair in Trinidad (1952) 98m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Vincent Sherman. Rita Hayworth, Glenn Ford, Alexander Scourby, Torin Thatcher, Juanita Moore, Steven Geray. Hayworth and Ford sparkle as cafe singer and brother-in-law seeking her husband’s murderer. Hayworth is most enticing.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Affairs in Versailles SEE: Royal Affairs in Versailles

			Affairs of Anatol, The (1921) 117m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Cecil B. DeMille. Wallace Reid, Gloria Swanson, Bebe Daniels, Wanda Hawley, Theodore Roberts, Elliott Dexter, Theodore Kosloff, Agnes Ayres, Monte Blue. Battle of the sexes is waged in this amusing tale of Anatol De Witt Spencer (Reid), a modern-day knight who naively tries to rescue several ladies-in-distress, much to the consternation of his new wife (Swanson). Daniels is not to be missed as the notorious Satan Synne! William Boyd, Julia Faye, Raymond Hatton, Lucien Littlefield, and Polly Moran have small parts; Elinor Glyn, of “It” girl fame, is one of the bridge players. Scenario by Jeanie Macpherson, suggested by an Arthur Schnitzler novel and play. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Affairs of Annabel, The (1938) 68m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Ben Stoloff. Jack Oakie, Lucille Ball, Ruth Donnelly, Bradley Page, Fritz Feld, Thurston Hall. Fair film industry satire, with Ball scoring as an actress and Oakie her scheming press agent whose publicity gimmicks always backfire. Followed by ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc]

			Affairs of Cellini, The (1934) 80m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Gregory La Cava. Constance Bennett, Fredric March, Frank Morgan, Fay Wray, Jessie Ralph. March is excellent as roguish Renaissance artist who falls in love with duchess. Lavish production, fine cast make this most entertaining. Lucille Ball plays a lady in waiting. [image: available on DVD]

			Affairs of Dobie Gillis, The (1953) 74m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Don Weis. Debbie Reynolds, Bobby Van, Hans Conried, Lurene Tuttle, Bob Fosse. Entertaining musicomedy based on Max Shulman’s book of college kids. Debbie and Van make a cute couple; Conried is their dour professor. Later a TV series.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on DVD]

			Affairs of Jimmy Valentine, The (1942)  72m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Bernard Vorhaus. Dennis O’Keefe, Ruth Terry, Gloria Dickson, Roman Bohnen, George E. Stone, Spencer Charters, Roscoe Ates. A small town is turned upside down when a radio program offers $10,000 to find an infamous safecracker who is hiding there under a new identity. Absorbing little mystery with some snappy dialogue, surprising twists, and noir-ish visuals by cinematographer John Alton.

			Affairs of Martha, The (1942) 66m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Jules Dassin. Marsha Hunt, Richard Carlson, Marjorie Main, Virginia Weidler, Spring Byington, Allyn Joslyn, Frances Drake, Barry Nelson, Melville Cooper, Sara Haden, Margaret Hamilton. Scandal comes to a quiet, exclusive Long Island town when a maid pens a “kitchen’s eye” view of the people she works for. Cute farce holds up for most of the way, with a host of character actors in top form.

			Affairs of Susan, The (1945) 110m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: William A. Seiter. Joan Fontaine, George Brent, Dennis O’Keefe, Don DeFore, Rita Johnson, Walter Abel. Fairly entertaining comedy of actress Fontaine who does more acting for her beaus than she does onstage.

			Affair to Remember, An (1957) C-115m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Leo McCarey. Cary Grant, Deborah Kerr, Richard Denning, Neva Patterson, Cathleen Nesbitt, Robert Q. Lewis, Charles Watts, Fortunio Bonanova. Middling remake of McCarey’s LOVE AFFAIR. Bubbling shipboard comedy in first half, overshadowed by draggy soap-opera clichés and unnecessary musical numbers in N.Y.C. finale. Vic Damone croons title tune on soundtrack. Film was to turn up decades later as a major plot device in 1993 hit SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE. Remade again as LOVE AFFAIR in 1994. CinemaScope. [image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			Affair With a Stranger (1953) 89m. [image: star][image: star] D: Roy Rowland. Jean Simmons, Victor Mature, Mary Jo Tarola, Monica Lewis, Jane Darwell, Dabbs Greer, Olive Carey. Bland romantic drama, mostly told in flashback, chronicling relationship between struggling playwright Mature (who is sorely miscast) and model Simmons.

			Affectionately Yours (1941) 90m. [image: star][image: star] D: Lloyd Bacon. Merle Oberon, Dennis Morgan, Rita Hayworth, Ralph Bellamy, George Tobias. Attractive triangle flounders in weak comedy of Morgan trying to win back wife Oberon, with interference from Hayworth. Bellamy is the poor sap again.

			Afraid to Talk (1932) 69m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Edward L. Cahn. Eric Linden, Sidney Fox, Tully Marshall, Louis Calhern, George Meeker, Robert Warwick, Berton Churchill, Edward Arnold, Mayo Methot, Matt McHugh, Gustav von Seyffertitz. Eye-opening pre-Code melodrama about a hotel bellboy who inadvertently witnesses a murder, then finds himself a pawn of a massively corrupt city government. Sparks fly in this unsubtle shocker, adapted from a play cowritten by Albert Maltz. Photographed by the great Karl Freund.

			African Lion, The (1955) C-75m. [image: star][image: star][image: star]½ D: James Algar. Narrated by Winston Hibler. Outstanding True-Life documentary is perhaps Disney’s best. Naturalists Alfred and Elma Milotte filmed the African lion in his native habitat through a year’s cycle of seasons. Filled with drama, excitement, color, humor. A gem.[image: available on DVD]

			African Queen, The (1951) C-105m. [image: star][image: star][image: star][image: star] D: John Huston. Katharine Hepburn, Humphrey Bogart, Robert Morley, Peter Bull, Theodore Bikel, Walter Gotell. Superb combination of souse Bogart (who won an Oscar) and spinster Hepburn traveling downriver on his broken-down boat The African Queen in Africa during WW1, combating the elements and the Germans, and each other. Script by James Agee and director Huston from C. S. Forester’s novel; gorgeously filmed on location in the Belgian Congo by Jack Cardiff.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			African Treasure (1952) 70m. [image: star]½ D: Ford Beebe. Johnny Sheffield, Laurette Luez, Lyle Talbot, Arthur Space, Martin Garralaga, Robert “Smoki” Whitfield, Leonard Mudie. Bomba the Jungle Boy vs. diamond smugglers posing as geologists. Formulaic jungle intrigue. Look for Woody Strode as a native mailman. [image: available on DVD]

			Africa Screams (1949) 79m. [image: star][image: star][image: star] D: Charles Barton. Bud Abbott, Lou Costello, Hillary Brooke, Max Baer, Clyde Beatty, Frank Buck, Shemp Howard, Joe Besser, Buddy Baer. A&C go on safari in this funny outing full of wheezy but often hilarious gags and routines. Also shown in computer-colored version.[image: available on videocassette][image: available on laserdisc][image: available on DVD]

			After Midnight With Boston Blackie (1943) 64m. [image: star][image: star]½ D: Lew Landers. Chester Morris, Ann Savage, George E. Stone, Richard Lane, Cy Kendall, George McKay, Walter Sande, Lloyd Corrigan. Blackie helps a jailbird’s daughter retrieve some hidden diamonds and winds up being accused of the old man’s murder. Minor but quite enjoyable entry.
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