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This book is dedicated to those who were born into circumstances they did not choose but refused to believe that their circumstances must determine their destiny.

To those who question without hatred, disagree without dehumanizing, and seek change without losing their humanity.

To workers whose labor is often invisible.

To women who have demanded the right to learn, work, decide, and live freely.

To children who deserve a world larger than the limitations inherited from previous generations.

And to every ordinary person who believes that society can be made more just, more rational, more humane, and more free.
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“We inherit a world we did not create.
Our responsibility is to understand it, question it,
and leave behind a world worth inheriting.”
— Fazal Abubakkar Esaf
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We are all born into a world that already exists.

Before we learn to speak, the world has already given us a language. Before we understand society, society has already given us rules. Before we develop our own opinions, we have already been surrounded by beliefs about family, religion, class, gender, work, success, failure, authority, morality, and social status. Much of what we eventually consider normal is something we simply inherited.

This does not mean that everything we inherit is wrong. Traditions can preserve wisdom. Institutions can provide stability. Communities can give people belonging. Cultural practices can carry memories and values across generations. The problem begins when inheritance becomes unquestionable simply because it is old, familiar, or widely accepted.

A society can pass both wisdom and injustice from one generation to another.

A child may inherit a language, but may also inherit prejudice. A family may inherit property, but another family may inherit poverty. One person may inherit confidence because society repeatedly tells them that they belong, while another may inherit insecurity because society repeatedly tells them that they are inferior. Some people inherit opportunities. Others inherit obstacles.

The important question, therefore, is not merely what we inherit.

The deeper question is what we choose to continue.

This book begins with that question.

The World We Inherit is an examination of the forces that shape human lives: family, education, poverty, wealth, work, gender, religion, social hierarchy, political power, geography, technology, history, and collective behavior. It asks why people sometimes accept conditions that harm them, why social divisions survive for generations, why knowledge can liberate people, and why meaningful change is often difficult even when injustice is obvious.

The purpose is not to condemn society as a whole. Society is not an abstract monster standing outside us. Society is created and recreated through human relationships, institutions, habits, decisions, laws, economies, and ideas. We participate in the world we criticize, even when our participation is small.

That is why social change cannot be reduced to changing governments or replacing one group of powerful people with another.

Change also requires changing the way ordinary people understand their circumstances.

A person who believes poverty is entirely a personal failure may never ask why opportunities are distributed unequally. A person who believes social status is naturally determined by birth may never question inherited hierarchy. A person who believes authority must always be obeyed may never recognise the difference between legitimate authority and abuse of power. A person who believes their own community possesses all truth may never discover what can be learned from another.

Questioning these assumptions does not require rejecting everything.

It requires learning how to think.

Reason is not the enemy of faith. Education is not merely preparation for employment. Freedom is not simply the right to vote. Equality is not merely the absence of discrimination in law. Development is not merely economic growth. And progress is not simply technological advancement.

A society becomes genuinely stronger when human beings have greater capacity to understand their circumstances, make meaningful choices, participate in public life, and live with dignity.

The chapters that follow therefore move from understanding to questioning, from questioning to knowledge, and from knowledge to action.

The book examines poverty not as a permanent destiny but as a condition shaped by economic and social structures. It considers the dignity of labor and asks why societies often attach status to certain occupations while ignoring the essential work performed by millions of others. It examines barriers between people created by birth, wealth, language, gender, geography, and social status.

It also considers religion and reason—not to mock belief or dictate what anyone should believe, but to explore the importance of intellectual honesty and the freedom to ask difficult questions.

History is approached from another direction as well. Historical narratives often concentrate on kings, presidents, generals, empires, and political leaders. Yet ordinary people built the roads, cultivated the fields, operated the workshops, raised families, migrated across borders, resisted oppression, cared for communities, and carried societies through periods of crisis. Understanding their experiences can give us a different understanding of history.

The book then turns toward the future.

Technology is changing the conditions under which people live and work. Global communication connects societies while also creating new forms of division. Artificial intelligence, automation, digital networks, and scientific advances may create extraordinary opportunities, but they can also deepen inequality if their benefits are controlled by a narrow section of society.

The central question remains human.

What kind of world do we want to build?

There is no simple answer.

Social change involves resistance. People defend privileges they fear losing. Institutions protect themselves. Communities become attached to familiar arrangements. Those who benefit from existing systems may see reform as a threat, while those demanding reform may underestimate the complexity of rebuilding what they wish to replace.

That is why this book does not end with protest.

It moves toward construction.

It asks what happens after we identify a problem. How do people organize? How does knowledge become action? How can individuals cooperate without surrendering independent thought? How can societies create institutions based on evidence, justice, accountability, and human welfare?

The final message is deliberately simple.

We should not wait for a perfect hero to repair an imperfect world.

The responsibility for society cannot permanently be transferred to rulers, governments, intellectuals, activists, institutions, or future generations. Ordinary people also have a role.

We may not control the world into which we were born.

But we can influence the world we leave behind.
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The World Before We Choose

None of us begins life with a blank page.

We enter families, communities, languages, economies, institutions, cultures, and histories that existed before us. We do not choose our birthplace. We do not choose the economic conditions of our childhood. We do not choose the language spoken around us, the social expectations placed upon us, or many of the beliefs we encounter during our earliest years.

Before we are old enough to question the world, the world has already begun teaching us how to understand it.

A child learns what is considered respectable, shameful, successful, unsuccessful, acceptable, unacceptable, powerful, weak, ordinary, and extraordinary. These lessons may come from parents, teachers, neighbors, religious institutions, media, peers, political institutions, and economic circumstances.

Some lessons help us survive.

Some help us cooperate.

Some give meaning to life.

And some may quietly reproduce injustice.

The difficulty is that inherited ideas rarely announce themselves as inherited ideas. They often appear to us as simple facts.

This is how things are.

This is how our people live.

This is what respectable people do.

This is what people like us can achieve.

This person is important.

That person is inferior.

This tradition must never be questioned.

These assumptions can become so deeply embedded that people stop recognising them as assumptions.

The Invisible Architecture of Society

Society is held together by more than laws.

It is also held together by expectations.

People behave in particular ways because they expect others to behave in particular ways. A worker arrives at work because there are economic consequences for not doing so. A student studies because education is connected to future opportunities. A citizen follows laws because laws structure public life. Families maintain traditions because those traditions provide identity and continuity.

But social expectations can also preserve inequality.

If generations are taught that certain people are naturally superior to others, hierarchy becomes easier to reproduce. If women are discouraged from education or employment, dependence can become normal. If poor people are constantly told that poverty results only from personal failure, society may avoid examining structural causes.

This is why understanding society requires more than observing individual behavior.

We must examine the structures surrounding that behavior.

Why Do People Accept Injustice?

One of the most difficult questions in social life is why people sometimes tolerate conditions that appear clearly unfair.

There is no single answer.

Fear matters. Habit matters. Economic dependence matters. Lack of education matters. Social pressure matters. The absence of alternatives matters. People may also accept injustice because they have been taught to consider it natural.

A person who has lived under a particular system since childhood may find it difficult to imagine another system.

This does not mean people are weak or incapable of resistance. Human history is filled with examples of people who challenged powerful institutions and transformed society.

But courage does not emerge automatically.

It often develops when people gain knowledge, discover that others share their experiences, organize collectively, and begin to believe that change is possible.

Knowledge Changes the Question

Education is frequently described as a path to employment.

It is more than that.

Education can teach a person how to examine evidence, recognize contradictions, understand history, evaluate arguments, and distinguish fact from assumption. Scientific thinking can teach intellectual humility: the recognition that our beliefs may be incomplete and that evidence matters.

Knowledge therefore changes not only what people know.

It changes the questions they are able to ask.

Instead of asking, "Why is this person poor?" we may begin asking, "What conditions produced this poverty?"

Instead of asking, "Why does this group behave differently?" we may ask, "What historical and social conditions shaped their experience?"

Instead of asking, "Why do people not challenge this system?" we may ask, "What risks would challenging it impose upon them?"

Better questions can produce better understanding.

Freedom Is Larger Than Politics

Freedom is often understood in political terms.

The right to vote matters. Freedom of speech matters. Freedom of association matters. Protection from arbitrary state power matters.

But human freedom has other dimensions.

A person who is legally free but trapped by extreme poverty may have very limited practical choices. A person who is formally equal but denied education may not possess equal opportunity. A person who can speak but fears social punishment for every independent thought may experience another kind of limitation.

Freedom therefore has intellectual, social, economic, and personal dimensions.

A genuinely free society must ask whether people possess the practical capacity to use their freedoms.

From Individuals to Collective Action

Many social problems cannot be solved by individual effort alone.

An individual can educate themselves, work hard, challenge prejudice, help a neighbor, or participate in public life. These actions matter.

But large problems require cooperation.

Workers organizing for better conditions, communities demanding public services, citizens protecting democratic institutions, educators expanding access to knowledge, and groups challenging discriminatory practices all demonstrate the power of collective action.

Organization transforms scattered dissatisfaction into collective capacity.

Yet organization must not eliminate thought.

A movement that demands obedience from its own members can reproduce the same authoritarian habits it claims to oppose. Meaningful social change requires both cooperation and independent reasoning.

From Protest to Construction

It is easier to identify what is wrong than to build what should replace it.

Criticism is necessary, but criticism alone does not create institutions. Anger can reveal injustice, but anger alone cannot design a fair system. Protest can open a political space, but someone must eventually build schools, workplaces, laws, public services, institutions, and systems capable of functioning differently.

This book therefore moves gradually from diagnosis toward construction.

It asks not only:

What is wrong with our society?

It also asks:

What could we build instead?

The World We Can Build

The future is not predetermined.

Every generation receives institutions and ideas from previous generations, but every generation also modifies them.

Some changes are small. Others transform entire societies.

The expansion of education, scientific knowledge, democratic participation, women's rights, labor rights, public health, technological capability, and communication has demonstrated that social arrangements once considered permanent can change.

This does not guarantee progress.

Human beings can also create new forms of inequality, surveillance, manipulation, exploitation, and conflict.

The future will therefore depend partly on the choices people make about knowledge, technology, power, economics, institutions, and human dignity.

The question is not whether change will happen.

Change is unavoidable.

The question is who will shape it, according to what values, and for whose benefit?

A Responsibility We Cannot Escape

We often imagine social change as something that belongs to exceptional people.

The hero.

The revolutionary.

The great leader.

The famous intellectual.

The powerful politician.

But societies are sustained every day by ordinary decisions.

People teach children. People employ workers. People vote. People buy products. People share information. People challenge or reproduce prejudice. People decide whether to remain silent. People decide whether to help others. People decide what kind of behavior they will tolerate.

The future is therefore partly constructed through ordinary life.

We inherit the world.

But we also reproduce it.

And because we reproduce it, we possess some capacity to change it.

That is the central idea of this book.

We do not need to believe that one generation can create a perfect society. Perfection is neither realistic nor necessary.

What matters is whether each generation can leave society somewhat more knowledgeable, more equal, more rational, more cooperative, and more humane than it found it.

The task begins with understanding.

Then comes questioning.

Then knowledge.

Then courage.

Then cooperation.

Then construction.

And finally, responsibility.

The world we inherit is not entirely our choice.
The world we leave behind is partly our responsibility.
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Understanding the Society We Are Born Into and the Forces That Shape Our Lives

There is a moment in the life of every child when the world begins to speak before the child has learned how to question it. A family gives the child a name, a language, a way of greeting people, ideas about right and wrong, and expectations about what life should become. A neighborhood teaches the child who is considered respectable and who is not. A school introduces rules, competition, discipline, and knowledge. By the time a person becomes old enough to ask whether these things are reasonable, many of them have already become part of their identity.

This is the first great fact about human life: we are born into a world that was already organized before we arrived.

We do not choose our parents, our birthplace, our economic circumstances, our first language, or the social conditions surrounding our childhood. We do not decide whether we will grow up in a crowded settlement or a wealthy neighborhood, in a village or a metropolis, in a household where books are everywhere or one where education is a distant hope. These circumstances do not completely determine our future, but they influence the starting point from which we begin.

The child born into abundance and the child born into scarcity may possess the same human potential, yet the road available to each can be very different. One may grow up believing that the world is open to them. The other may learn very early that every opportunity has a price. Neither child created these conditions. Yet both may eventually be judged as though they began the race from the same place.

This is where the study of society becomes necessary.

The World Before Our Choice

EVERY SOCIETY DEVELOPS systems for organizing human life. There are families, schools, workplaces, markets, governments, religious institutions, communities, laws, customs, and informal rules. Some of these systems are designed consciously. Others develop gradually through habit and historical circumstances.

A society cannot function without some shared expectations. People need ways to communicate, cooperate, settle disputes, educate children, produce food, exchange goods, protect themselves, and organize public life. Customs and institutions can therefore provide continuity. They can preserve knowledge that one generation considers valuable enough to pass to the next.

But inheritance has another side.

A society can inherit prejudice as easily as wisdom. It can pass inequality from parent to child without writing the injustice down anywhere. A social hierarchy may become so familiar that people stop asking why it exists. An occupation may be treated with respect while another, equally necessary, is treated with contempt. A girl may be taught that certain opportunities are not meant for her. A poor family may learn to lower its expectations because disappointment has become more familiar than possibility.

The dangerous word in such situations is "normal."

When an arrangement is called normal for a long enough period, people may stop examining it. They begin to believe that because something has existed for generations, it must therefore be necessary. But age is not proof of wisdom. A custom may survive because it contains genuine value, because it gives people identity, or simply because nobody has successfully challenged it.

The task of reason is to distinguish among these possibilities.

What We Inherit

WE INHERIT FAR MORE than property.

We inherit languages, memories, stories, habits, fears, expectations, opportunities, disadvantages, social relationships, and ideas about the world. A child learns not only how to speak but also which forms of speech are considered prestigious. They learn not only how to work but also which occupations are considered desirable. They learn not only about people but also which people are supposed to be trusted, avoided, respected, or feared.

Much of this learning happens without formal instruction.

A child watches adults. They notice who sits where during a family gathering. They notice who performs which tasks. They notice who is listened to and who is interrupted. They observe how wealth changes the way a person is treated. They notice whether women and men are given the same freedom. They learn what happens when someone disagrees with an elder.

The lesson may never be spoken aloud, yet it can become powerful.

This is why education cannot be limited to classrooms. Human beings are educated by their entire environment. The home is a school. The street is a school. The workplace is a school. The media is a school. Every institution teaches people something about what society considers valuable.

The question is whether those lessons are always worth preserving.

When Inequality Becomes Familiar

CONSIDER TWO YOUNG people who complete their schooling at the same age. One has access to a quiet room, books, computers, educated relatives, private guidance, and enough food. The other studies while sharing a crowded room, helping with household responsibilities, worrying about money, and perhaps working part-time.

If the first succeeds more easily, society may describe the outcome as merit.

If the second struggles, society may describe it as a lack of ability.

Sometimes those judgments may be correct. Individual effort and talent matter. People make different choices, and responsibility cannot be removed from human life.

But a serious society must also examine the conditions surrounding those choices.

Merit does not exist in a vacuum.

A person's abilities develop within an environment. Nutrition, education, safety, family stability, social connections, health, geography, and economic security can all influence what a person is able to do. Recognizing these influences does not deny individual responsibility. It simply makes our understanding of responsibility more honest.

Poverty provides another example.

It is easy to look at a poor person and ask, "Why did this person fail?" It is more difficult to ask, "What circumstances produced this person's limited choices?" The second question does not automatically excuse every decision made by a poor person. It does something more useful: it expands the field of investigation.

If poverty were entirely the result of individual laziness, poverty would be solved simply by persuading individuals to work harder. Yet societies have repeatedly discovered that employment, wages, education, land, housing, markets, public services, discrimination, economic shocks, and political decisions influence people's lives.

The poor person has an individual story, but poverty can also have a social history.

The Inheritance of Belief

BELIEFS ARE AMONG THE strongest things human beings inherit.

A child rarely begins by examining every belief from first principles. That would be impossible. We depend on parents, teachers, communities, and accumulated knowledge. Trust is therefore necessary for childhood.

But what is necessary for a child need not remain sufficient for an adult.

Growing intellectually means becoming capable of examining what we have been taught. This does not require rejecting everything inherited. It requires developing the ability to distinguish between a belief that survives because it is meaningful and one that survives because questioning it is discouraged.

Reason should not be understood as an enemy of tradition.

A tradition may contain knowledge accumulated over centuries. It may preserve art, language, ethical lessons, community memory, or practical wisdom. But tradition becomes dangerous when age itself is treated as evidence.

The rational question is simple:

Is this true, useful, just, or humane—and why?

That question can be asked about almost anything.

It can be asked of customs, institutions, political claims, economic arrangements, social hierarchies, educational systems, and even one's own assumptions.

The person who questions is not necessarily disrespectful.

Sometimes questioning is the highest form of respect for truth.

The Traveller's Lesson

ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE ways to discover the limits of our assumptions is to encounter another society.

A traveller who leaves their familiar surroundings soon discovers that many things they considered natural are actually cultural. People eat differently, dress differently, organize families differently, use different languages, worship differently, conduct business differently, and understand social relationships differently.

At first, unfamiliarity can produce discomfort.

Then it can produce curiosity.

The traveller begins to realize that the world contains many ways of organizing human life. Some are successful. Some are harmful. Some are disappearing. Some contain lessons that others might learn from.

This is one reason travel can become an education in humility.

It teaches that our own customs are not the only possible customs. It does not mean that every foreign practice is better. It means that comparison gives us the opportunity to examine our own society from a distance.

Sometimes we understand our home most clearly after leaving it.

History as a Teacher

THE WORLD WE INHERIT also has a history.

Institutions that appear permanent were once new. Borders were drawn and redrawn. Occupations changed. Cities expanded. Villages transformed. Technologies altered work. Political systems rose and declined. Ideas once treated as unquestionable eventually faced opposition.

The people who lived through these changes were not merely spectators.

Farmers adopted new methods. Workers organized. Students demanded reforms. Women entered institutions from which they had previously been excluded. Travellers carried ideas across regions. Teachers spread knowledge. Ordinary citizens challenged practices that had once seemed impossible to change.

History therefore offers an important warning against the belief that the present is permanent.

What exists today is the result of previous decisions.

And what exists tomorrow will partly depend upon decisions made today.

We Are Both Inheritors and Makers

THERE IS A TEMPTATION to blame previous generations for everything that is wrong.

That is too simple.

Previous generations lived under circumstances that we may never fully understand. They solved problems with the knowledge available to them. Some made courageous advances. Others preserved injustices. Some challenged the world they inherited; others defended it.

Our task is not to condemn the past endlessly.

Our task is to understand it.

Understanding allows us to preserve what deserves preservation and change what no longer serves human welfare. Without understanding, reform can become destruction for its own sake. But without questioning, preservation can become an excuse for keeping injustice alive.

Every generation therefore stands between two responsibilities.

It must remember.

And it must reconsider.

From Inheritance to Choice

THE MOST IMPORTANT moment comes when a person recognizes that not everything they inherited must be carried forward.

A person can respect their parents without accepting every opinion they hold. They can value their culture while recognizing its imperfections. They can belong to a community while questioning its prejudices. They can respect religious faith while believing that human beings should be free to think. They can appreciate economic success while questioning extreme inequality.

Maturity begins when identity no longer prevents examination.

The purpose of thinking is not to make us permanently suspicious of everything. It is to make our acceptance more conscious.

We should know why we believe what we believe.

We should know why we support what we support.

We should be able to change our minds when evidence demands it.

And we should be willing to listen when another person's experience reveals something our own experience concealed.

The Responsibility of the Next Generation

THE WORLD WILL NOT remain exactly as we found it.

Children growing up today will encounter technologies, economic systems, social relationships, and political challenges that earlier generations could not have predicted. Some inherited problems may disappear. Others may take new forms.

The question is whether we will simply pass our unfinished problems forward.

Every generation has the opportunity to make the inheritance slightly better.

It can expand education. It can reduce unnecessary humiliation. It can make work more dignified. It can widen opportunity. It can protect individual freedom. It can build institutions that are more accountable. It can replace prejudice with knowledge where knowledge is possible. It can teach children not merely to obey but to understand.

None of this requires believing that a perfect society can be created.

Perfection is an attractive word but a poor political plan. Human beings will continue to disagree. Institutions will make mistakes. New inequalities will emerge. Every solution will create new questions.

The goal is not perfection.

The goal is improvement guided by reason and human dignity.

What Will We Leave Behind?

ONE MORNING, A CHILD will enter a classroom and begin learning about the world.

Perhaps that child will inherit the same assumptions that shaped previous generations. Perhaps they will inherit something better: an education that teaches them to ask questions, examine evidence, respect difference, and recognize the dignity of people unlike themselves.

That child will eventually
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