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In this installment of The Dancer, Salmon takes center stage for a while. He has lost his confidence and must gain it back. Can The Dancer, the love of his life help him, or should she just butt out?

After a few chapters, Butterfly takes the center stage. You may have noticed by now that this series of books are love stories. You may have also noticed that everybody in the story has somebody whom they are especially close to, everybody except Butterfly.

I couldn’t leave things hanging like that and frankly, neither could she. So, we’re off on another wild adventure.
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The Dancer Series starts off with one young woman – The Dancer. She is trying to find her place in the world and choose between the two men she is in love with. Being real men or cowards (your choice), they leave that decision up to her.

The Dancer finds what she really wants in life and who she truly loves.

It’s not an easy adventure. You might even call it bizarre. But life is never normal and we often need the extraordinary in our not-so-ordinary lives.

The life of The Dancer continues throughout the series. She has a daughter – The Dancerette. The Dancerette grows up to become The Dancer. Her mother, The Dancer, becomes The Dancer Magnifique or simply Magnifique. 

In The Dancer IV, The Dancer (not Magnifique) falls in love with a young man named Salmon whose sister, Butterfly, becomes The Dancer’s best friend.

This story, The Dancer V brings us into the ever expanding world of The Dancer.
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Butterfly had shimmered for as long as she could remember. She could not remember a time when she had not shimmered. Often, the shimmering was very dim, so dim that only she could see it. She was close enough to The Dancer and to her brother Salmon, that they were aware she was always shimmering, but they could not see it as she did. Nobody else could tell that she was always shimmering. At least nobody else had ever said so. But she suspected that Walks-Like-Thunder, the horse god, was aware of everything, even this faintest of shimmerings.

Sometimes, like when she moved through walls, the shimmering was brighter. Shimmering into other worlds was brighter still. When Butterfly shimmered into other worlds, she had to be accompanied by someone, like the Shaman or the Director, who could hide her shimmering from those in the other worlds who would be frightened by it. Often Butterfly let someone else open the door to other worlds and carry her there. Often The Dancer would dance her into another world or her brother Salmon would throw his skipping stones on which they rode into other worlds.

Then there was the time that the others had lost their power to move between worlds. Butterfly had shimmered and each of them had moved through that shimmering and their power had been restored. After all of them had moved through her, her shimmering was the brightest it had ever been.

Butterfly was quite often happy. The happier she was, the brighter she shimmered. That day, the one when Salmon and The Dancer had married, she had gotten very happy and so excited that she shimmered bright enough to heal the others.

But today, Butterfly was not so happy. Here she was surrounded by her favorite people – Salmon and The Dancer, Magnifique and Straight-Spear – The Dancer’s parents who treated Butterfly as their own child, Jamil the artist, Little-Flower the Shaman, The Director, Walks-Like-Thunder, and Raul and Ramon both of whom she now called uncle – but she couldn’t find happiness anywhere within her. As far as she knew, there was no reason not to be happy. Sure she had left her home where she had always lived to come here and live with the rest of her new family. But her life was much happier and much more exciting here.

Butterfly should have every reason to be happy. But no matter where she looked, there was not a spark of happiness within her. Then the shimmering stopped, completely.
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Salmon, Dancer, Magnifique, and Straight-Spear were having a picnic at one of Salmon’s favorite shores. Salmon skipped a stone and holding onto Dancer, carried them both on the skipping stone out onto the water and back. Salmon and Dancer were having a wonderful time riding skipping stones, while Dancer’s parents looked on smilingly from shore and spread out the picnic. When Salmon and Dancer returned to the shore, they would all eat.

When Salmon and Dancer were at their furthest point from shore, and just about to turn and head back, it happened. Butterfly stopped shimmering. Salmon stopped in mid skip, and started sinking like a rock, dragging Dancer down with him.

Magnifique screamed! Then fainted when she saw the whirlpool form where her babies had sunk. Moments later, Dancer was spinning on the surface of the water, holding the limp Salmon in her arms. Straight-Spear attached a rope to his spear and threw it to his daughter, who nimbly caught it. Dancer kept spinning to keep herself and Salmon on top of the water until Straight-Spear had reeled them in via his spear.

When Dancer came to shore she stopped spinning. Then she spun once more, and the effect was that of a dog shaking itself dry. Enough water was spun at Magnifique that she recovered from fainting. Then she hugged her daughter and son-in-law fiercely. Straight-Spear joined in the hug.

Salmon was slowly recovering – who could not with all this hugging. “What happened”, he gurgled, removing the remaining water from his throat and lungs. Nobody knew. Nothing like this had ever happened to Salmon before. When he was young, he couldn’t always skip himself back to shore and had to swim the rest of the way. But this was different. Frighteningly different. Salmon recovered, but not fully. He was weaker than he had ever been.

Nobody ate anything. They just left and went home, leaving the picnic basket there for whoever wanted to eat from it. At home, there would be security. And, surely somebody there would know what had happened. The Dancer Magnifique moved the fastest of any of them, so they let her dance them all home at top speed.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

[image: image]Home

[image: ]


When they arrived home, Salmon was so tired that he went straight to bed. Magnifique and Straight-Spear asked Dancer if she could tell them any more about what had happened. Dancer didn’t know what had happened. She just knew something was terribly wrong, and not just with Salmon. That’s all she could say, because that’s all she knew. She didn’t know how she knew, she just did.

They were all exhausted, more from worry, than from any physical exertion. The energy they had exerted today was child’s play. It would have exhausted many people, but these were not ordinary people. Dancing gave Dancer and Magnifique (The Dancer before her) energy. Straight-Spear gained energy by being the hero.

They all said they were going to bed, but Dancer went to straight to the dance studio. Dancing would help her unwind and put her mind in a state of rest where she might more fully comprehend what had gone wrong. Magnifique and Straight-Spear went searching to see if anybody else was at home. They quickly found a note stating that Walks-Like-Thunder, the Director, and the Shaman had business on another world and would be gone for a few weeks. Jamil, the Artist, was found in the Artist Studio, critiquing some of his latest art work. Jamil knew nothing, but said he would help any way he could.

Raul and Ramon were found out in the yard, weeping uncontrollably over some wildflowers. It had been centuries since Magnifique
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