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Introduction











Writers work alone. Often with no one to give
them a truly honest and educated opinion of their stories. So, we
press on with little insight into how we're developing.






Remember that old cliche? - If you want to
become a better writer... just write.






I'll bet many of you took that advice to
heart, like I did. I filled binders to bulging with writings that
went nowhere. I was completely frustrated. I wanted to write, but I
also wanted my writing to be good.






Let me ask you this – Would you tell a kid
he'll get to the majors if he just keeps throwing the ball and only
throwing a ball? Of course not! You'd put him in a challenging
baseball league, get him good coaching and put him through a series
of practice drills regularly. You want him to understand the game
inside out and develop his mind and body for the game of
baseball.






So, why have writers been told to just write
and expect to improve without the benefit of great coaching and a
team of peers egging us on?






Honestly, I don't know, but I think it's dumb
and it didn't work for me. So, I spent several years developing my
creative writing process on my own.






In The 4 Horsemen of the Writers Apocalypse:
The P.O.V. Catastrophe - 10 Tips to Immediately Improve Your
Writing I'll tell you what I discovered. What works for me can be
adapted to your own process. So, get ready to get unstuck and
unblocked and immediately move forward with your writing.






I wish you many imaginative tales.






Red Robbin

NYC, NY March/2017

www.thewritersnexus.com
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 #1 – 4 PERSPECTIVES - THE HORSEMEN



Nobody looks out from your eyes except
you.


Your perspective is a completely unique
thing. The singular combination of your individual energy (spirit)
and life experience has given you everything you need to create a
great story right now. Perspective is the overview. The big picture
stuff. It's from this starting point we write.


It's also from this point that the writer
must learn to view their work from multiple perspectives. This is a
completely unique skill which no other art form requires.



Here are those four multiple perspectives a
writer must master (the 4 horsemen):


1. Your perspective as the writer – The White
Horse


2. Your protagonist's perspective – The Red
Horse


3. Your supporting cast's perspective
(including the villain's) – The Black Horse


4. Your reader's perspective – The Pale
Horse




Perspective - Your Big Picture As The
Writer


So, let's define exactly what I mean by
perspective. In a nutshell, your perspective is how you see the
world. It's an accumulation of your experiences, filtered through
your body and energy field. Your conscious mind interprets these
experiences to create a perspective.


That's really all your perspective is. An
interpretation of life experiences. This interpretation can be
influenced by many things, both physical and non-physical.


The stuff that's important enough to shape
your world view becomes part of your perspective. That's what I
call the big picture stuff of your writing.

Your unique big picture perspective is the
most important aspect of your creativity. The better you understand
yourself, the more truly unique and interesting your writing will
be.


Remember this; your individual perspective
combined with a solid foundation in language, punctuation, and
grammar gives you everything you need to write a great story.



No Judgement


Your perspective is the big picture stuff...
without judgement. To use our big picture


perspective in our storytelling we must ask
the big questions about what's important to us in this life without
concern for outside judgement. The only caveat to this is
asking,

“Where's the line?” Meaning, if you cross it
your reader stops reading.



The Apocalyptic Perspective


I like intensity in writing.


I'm not a religious scholar, but I'd say the
Bible is intense. After all, it's still influencing cultures around
the globe two thousand years later.


With that said, I'm using the Four Horsemen
of the apocalypse as an intense analogy of what I feel are the four
perspectives a writer MUST develop.


So, let's dive in and establish what the four
perspectives are and why there are parallels to the Four Horsemen
of the apocalypse.


The Four Horseman are found in The Book of
Revelation.

The Book of Revelation is essentially a
letter of tremendous encouragement for people of faith who are
being persecuted (tortured and killed). It goes like this...


A man named John (not identified as the
apostle) had a vision from heaven. The Book of Revelation is John's
record of that vision (Revelation 1:9-11).


The Revelation was written as a letter to be
circulated among the Christian churches in seven important cities
in the region now known as Turkey. At the time, Romans were killing
and persecuting Christians.

John's vision offered encouragement and
assurance that God was still in control. John's letter stated that
the forces of evil, (the Roman Empire) would eventually be
destroyed by God. This indeed happened.



This is what this post is for you as a a
writer... encouragement and assurance for you to know that YOU are
in control of your writing.


And we as writers, are the 'gods' of our
writing.

We must save it from the persecution of our
own judgement and self flagellation. At all costs, we must prevent
the damnation of our readers in the form of their boredom, apathy
and contempt at our words.



Now on to the Four Horsemen and the 4
Perspectives...


THE FIRST HORSEMAN – THE WRITER'S
PERSPECTIVE
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"Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of
the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say
with a voice like thunder, "Come!" And I looked, and behold, a
white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him,
and he came out conquering, and to conquer.” - Revelation 6:1-2



THE PERSPECTIVE


This first rider on the White Horse can be
interpreted as embodying conquest, false prophets and false
teachings. As part of my Writers Apocalypse, the White Horse is YOU
the writer.


All writing is storytelling to some extent to
another. Most of that storytelling will have a mix of truth,
imagination, elimination and exaggeration.


Even if the storytelling is a news article,
it still has to rely on the telling by an individual. And we know,
that a human can not be 100% accurate 100% of the time.


The storyteller, in some degree, is the false
prophet looking to conquer his reader with his highly entertaining
and informative “falsehoods”.



THE SECOND HORSEMAN – THE PROTAGONIST'S
PERSPECTIVE
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“When he opened the second seal, I heard the
second living creature say, "Come!" And out came another horse,
bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth,
so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great
sword.” - Revelation 6: 3-4



THE PERSPECTIVE


The 2nd horseman rides a Red Horse. This
horseman represents the violence of warfare. The Red Horse
represents The Protagonist. Why? Because there is an aspect of
battle (drama) that goes on between the protagonist and his
environment.


You as the writer, must be able to get in the
protagonist's head. See the story from his or her point of view.
You want to write a character the reader roots for and who they
want to see meet the battle head on and win.


So, for the 2nd horsemen on the Red Horse,
the protagonist must be like the warrior going into battle; an
enigmatic character fighting for his life and a cause he believes
in.



THE THIRD HORSEMAN – OTHER CHARACTERS'
PERSPECTIVE
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“When he opened the third seal, I heard the
third living creature say, "Come!" And I looked, and behold, a
black horse! Its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I
heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living
creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three
quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!"
- Revelation 6: 5-6

THE PERSPECTIVE


The third horseman rides a Black Horse. The
scales he carries indicate balance, commerce, exchange and
scarcity. The 3rd horseman on the Black Horse, are the Supporting
Characters. The key elements of scarcity, exchange and balance add
the drama.


Understand the supporting characters point of
view creates the climactic drama surrounding the protagonist.
Lacking something of importance puts the protagonist out of
balance. Her or she will need to exchange something of importance
to gain the same. This will involve the supporting characters.


So, for the 3rd Horseman on The Black Horse,
the supporting players must exchange things and information with
the supporting character, This is necessary to move a story forward
with action, drama and intrigue.


THE FOURTH HORSEMAN – THE READER'S
PERSPECTIVE
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“When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the
voice of the fourth living creature say, "Come!" And I looked, and
behold, a pale horse! Its rider's name was Death, and Hades
followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the
earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and
by wild beasts of the earth." - Revelation 6:7-8


THE PERSPECTIVE


The 4th Horseman of the Writers Apocalypse
rides a Pale Horse. This horseman's name is DEATH. This 4th
horseman represents The Reader. Ultimately, it's the reader who
decides if your writing is worth reading or not.

It may be a great story. However, if
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