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    A nation stands at the edge of economic ruin, asking whether democratic government can still act with courage, fairness, and practical intelligence. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Looking Forward addresses that urgent question in prose shaped by the crisis of the early 1930s. Rather than offering a conventional narrative, the book gathers Roosevelt’s political thinking at a moment when the United States was confronting the Great Depression and searching for a new public direction. Its energy comes from the encounter between inherited American ideals and rapidly changing economic realities. The result is a major document of presidential thought, written before Roosevelt’s policies had fully defined the era that would bear their mark.

Published in 1933, Looking Forward appeared during Roosevelt’s first year as President of the United States. Its materials belong to the period in which he had served as governor of New York, campaigned for the presidency in 1932, and begun confronting the national emergency that followed his inauguration. The book therefore preserves ideas formed amid political argument, electoral debate, and the opening pressures of the Depression. It is not a retrospective history of the New Deal. Instead, it presents Roosevelt’s reflections on the responsibilities of government, the condition of American economic life, and the need to adapt public institutions to modern circumstances.

Roosevelt was not primarily a literary author in the ordinary sense; he was a public official whose writing was inseparable from political action. Yet Looking Forward has endured as a classic of American political prose because it demonstrates how argument, moral appeal, and democratic persuasion can meet in a public voice. Its importance lies not in fictional invention or private confession, but in its attempt to make policy questions intelligible as questions of national purpose. Roosevelt writes for citizens as participants in a shared civic life, asking readers to consider what freedom, security, opportunity, and responsibility should mean under conditions of profound economic strain.

The book’s central premise is that political institutions must respond to changed social and economic conditions without abandoning democratic principles. Roosevelt considers the relationship between individual initiative and collective obligation, between concentrated economic power and public authority, and between formal rights and the practical means to exercise them. These concerns give Looking Forward a coherence beyond the immediate controversies that prompted its pages. The work invites readers to see government not merely as an external restraint or distant administrative mechanism, but as an instrument through which a democratic people may address common problems. Its argument proceeds through reflection, explanation, and advocacy rather than through a single dramatic plot.

As a collection of public statements and essays, Looking Forward also reveals the craft of political communication. Roosevelt’s language generally seeks clarity over technical display, translating large questions of finance, industry, labor, agriculture, and governance into terms of public consequence. That accessibility is part of the book’s literary significance. It helped establish a model of modern presidential rhetoric in which national policy was presented as a matter for broad civic understanding. Later writers on American politics and public life have continued to work within a landscape shaped by debates that Roosevelt articulated: how democracy can regulate economic power, protect vulnerable citizens, and preserve confidence in representative institutions.

The book’s classic status rests equally on its historical position. It records a decisive moment in the development of twentieth-century American liberalism, when older assumptions about limited public intervention faced the demands of mass unemployment, financial instability, and industrial concentration. Roosevelt does not treat those conditions as merely temporary disruptions. He frames them as evidence that public thinking itself must become more responsive to an altered world. Readers encounter a political philosophy in formation, one concerned with reform but also with continuity: the effort to preserve democratic values by reconsidering the practical arrangements through which those values are sustained.

Looking Forward should be read with attention to its form as well as its arguments. The volume draws on addresses and essays associated with Roosevelt’s public career, and its shifts in occasion are part of its character. Some passages speak with the immediacy of a campaign or public address; others develop ideas more deliberately. Together, they show how Roosevelt adapted a consistent set of concerns to different audiences and circumstances. The collection’s structure makes it especially useful for understanding the movement from political diagnosis to public persuasion. It allows readers to observe a statesman testing language adequate to an emergency without reducing that emergency to a simple slogan.

Its enduring themes are larger than any one administration. Economic inequality, unemployment, the power of large institutions, the obligations of citizenship, and the limits of unregulated individualism remain subjects of democratic debate. Roosevelt’s treatment of these matters reflects the assumptions and vocabulary of his time, and readers should recognize the historical setting that shaped them. At the same time, the questions themselves have not disappeared. What does equal opportunity require in practice? When does private power acquire public consequences? How can citizens demand effective action while maintaining constitutional government? Looking Forward remains compelling because it engages such questions directly and seriously.

The literary impact of the book is best understood through the tradition of American civic writing to which it belongs. Its influence is not that of a novel whose techniques are copied by successive generations, but that of a public text that helped define the language of social responsibility in national politics. Roosevelt’s combination of moral urgency, institutional concern, and confidence in democratic action became an important reference point for subsequent political speech and commentary. The work demonstrates that political writing can possess lasting force when it joins concrete problems to broad principles. Its sentences aim to persuade, but they also preserve the intellectual atmosphere of a transformative national moment.

For modern readers, the value of Looking Forward lies partly in its resistance to easy divisions. Roosevelt’s arguments do not reduce public life to a choice between individual freedom and collective action; instead, they explore the tensions between those ideals. This makes the book a useful starting point for examining the vocabulary of reform, regulation, and democratic accountability. Its pages ask readers to consider not only what government should do, but also what kind of society makes self-government meaningful. Such concerns give the volume a continuing presence in discussions of American political thought, even when present-day readers reach conclusions different from Roosevelt’s own.

The book also rewards attention as an artifact of 1933. It belongs to a year of extraordinary uncertainty, when the national crisis demanded both immediate measures and a persuasive account of why action was necessary. Roosevelt’s writing seeks to supply that account by linking economic realities to the ideals of citizenship and democratic government. Reading it now means encountering the hopes, fears, and assumptions of that historical moment without treating them as identical to those of the present. The distance is instructive. It shows how public language is shaped by crisis, while also revealing how recurring disputes can outlast the conditions that first brought them into focus.

Looking Forward retains its appeal because it treats democracy as a living task rather than a settled inheritance. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1933 volume offers neither a detached chronicle nor a simple program; it offers a sustained engagement with the challenge of making political ideals effective in a changing world. Its historical importance, rhetorical strength, and continuing relevance have secured its place among notable works of American political writing. In an age still marked by arguments over economic power, public responsibility, and confidence in institutions, the book invites readers to revisit a fundamental question: how a democratic society may look ahead without losing sight of the principles it claims to serve.
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    Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Looking Forward is a collection of public addresses and political essays associated with the opening years of the Great Depression and Roosevelt’s rise to the presidency. Published in 1933, the book gathers arguments developed during his campaign for national office and in related public statements. Rather than offering a single sustained narrative, it presents a connected case for revising American economic and political practice. Roosevelt writes from the premise that the nation’s established institutions face pressures they were not designed to manage. The volume’s central concern is how democratic government can respond to economic insecurity while preserving individual opportunity and public accountability.

The book begins from a diagnosis of economic dislocation. Roosevelt treats the Depression not simply as a temporary interruption in an otherwise self-correcting system, but as evidence of deeper problems involving production, credit, investment, and the distribution of economic power. He directs attention to the gap between national productive capacity and the ability of ordinary consumers to participate securely in the economy. This framing shifts the discussion away from purely individual explanations of hardship. Economic distress is presented as a public problem, with consequences for families, communities, business confidence, and the stability of democratic institutions.

A recurring theme is the transformation of the United States from a nation marked by expansion and relatively open opportunity into one dominated by large-scale, interdependent economic organizations. Roosevelt contrasts older assumptions about competition and personal advancement with conditions in which corporations, financial systems, and industrial networks exert broad influence. He does not reject private enterprise as such, but questions whether inherited rules remain adequate when economic decisions made by powerful institutions affect millions of people. The issue is therefore not whether government should have any role, but what form of public oversight can meet changed national conditions.

Roosevelt develops his case for a more active federal role by emphasizing the practical limits of local or individual action during a nationwide crisis. Problems of unemployment, banking instability, agricultural distress, and industrial imbalance cross state and regional boundaries. In his view, government must be capable of coordinating action at a scale comparable to the forces producing these difficulties. The argument is framed as an effort to make democratic authority effective rather than as a departure from democratic principles. Public institutions, he suggests, must be adapted so that citizens can retain meaningful influence over the economic conditions shaping their lives.

The collection also addresses the relationship between regulation and liberty. Roosevelt challenges the idea that freedom is secured merely by limiting public power, especially when unregulated private power can restrict the choices available to workers, farmers, small business owners, and consumers. He presents regulation as a possible instrument for protecting fair competition, preventing abuse, and restoring confidence in economic life. At the same time, the book’s argument remains rooted in constitutional and representative processes. Its proposed direction is one of reform through public policy, administrative capacity, and democratic consent, rather than through revolutionary change.

Agriculture receives particular attention because rural producers faced severe instability in prices, debt, and access to markets. Roosevelt treats farm problems as inseparable from the wider national economy: diminished purchasing power in rural communities affects industry, commerce, and employment elsewhere. His discussion recognizes the uneven position of farmers within systems of transportation, finance, and distribution that they do not fully control. The book therefore places agricultural recovery within a larger effort to rebalance economic relationships. It calls attention to the need for measures that consider both production and the ability of producers to obtain a sustainable return for their work.

Labor and unemployment form another major part of the volume’s public-policy perspective. Roosevelt regards secure work, reasonable standards, and protection against extreme economic vulnerability as essential concerns for a democratic society. The book links the welfare of wage earners to the health of the entire economy, since broad purchasing power and social stability depend on the circumstances of ordinary households. It also raises questions about how industry should be organized when technological and financial change can produce joblessness or weaken bargaining power. These discussions advance a view of government as responsible for addressing social consequences that private arrangements alone may leave unresolved.

Throughout the essays, Roosevelt’s style combines criticism of existing arrangements with an appeal to national experimentation. He resists the notion that policy must remain fixed because earlier approaches once suited different circumstances. Instead, he favors careful adjustment, practical testing, and willingness to revise public measures in light of experience. This emphasis gives the collection an argumentative unity despite its origin in separate speeches and articles. The central conflict is between adherence to economic assumptions inherited from an earlier era and the demand for institutions capable of responding to a modern crisis without abandoning democratic government.

Looking Forward remains significant as an early statement of the political and economic outlook associated with Roosevelt’s presidency and the reform debates of the 1930s. Its importance lies less in a single programmatic blueprint than in its account of why national problems required renewed public responsibility. The book asks how a democratic society can reconcile enterprise with security, individual initiative with collective obligation, and constitutional tradition with institutional change. By placing those questions in the setting of the Depression, it documents a formative moment in modern American political thought and continues to illuminate debates over government, economic power, and social protection.





Historical Context




Table of Contents




    Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Looking Forward appeared in 1933, at the opening of his presidency and in the deepest emergency of the Great Depression. Its setting is the United States of the late 1920s and early 1930s: a nation governed through federal, state, and local institutions, shaped by powerful banks and corporations, and connected by mass newspapers, radio, railroads, automobiles, and national markets. Rather than a work of fiction, the book gathers Roosevelt’s political arguments about economic organization, public responsibility, and democratic government. It must therefore be read beside the collapse of the pre-Depression economy and the first initiatives of the New Deal.

Roosevelt wrote from an unusually prominent political position. He had served as assistant secretary of the Navy during Woodrow Wilson’s administration, was the Democratic nominee for vice president in 1920, and became governor of New York in 1929. His governorship coincided with the stock-market crash and worsening unemployment, giving him direct experience with state relief efforts and public demands for action. Elected president in November 1932, he took office on March 4, 1933. Looking Forward reflects ideas he had developed before and during that campaign, while presenting the broad rationale for a more active federal response to economic crisis.

The immediate background was the Great Depression, which followed the financial panic that began with the stock-market crash of October 1929. The crash did not alone cause the Depression, but it marked the beginning of a severe and prolonged contraction. Industrial production declined, businesses failed, farm prices fell, banks closed, and unemployment reached levels without precedent in modern American life. By 1933, millions of Americans were out of work. Roosevelt’s book addresses this crisis not simply as a temporary interruption, but as evidence that national economic arrangements required reconsideration and reform.

Bank failures made the emergency especially visible in everyday life. Depositors could lose savings when banks collapsed, while borrowers and businesses found credit difficult to obtain. A wave of banking panics intensified in the early months of 1933, and Roosevelt declared a national bank holiday soon after taking office. Congress then passed the Emergency Banking Act, and the administration moved to reopen sound banks under federal supervision. Looking Forward’s concern with confidence, public oversight, and the relationship between private finance and national welfare belongs directly to this atmosphere of financial insecurity.

Agriculture was another central source of distress. During the First World War, high demand encouraged expanded production and borrowing; after the war, crop prices declined sharply. The Depression worsened the problem, leaving many farmers burdened by debt, foreclosure, and low commodity prices. Rural families faced reduced incomes even when they remained employed on farms, and agricultural hardship affected merchants, lenders, and small towns as well. Roosevelt’s attention to farm policy reflected the political importance of rural America and the conviction that recovery required measures addressing prices, credit, production, and the unequal bargaining position of farmers.

Industrial change also shaped Roosevelt’s analysis. By the early twentieth century, large corporations had become dominant in major sectors such as steel, oil, automobiles, and utilities. Mass production could provide abundant goods, but it also concentrated economic power and made workers and smaller businesses vulnerable to decisions made by large firms. In Looking Forward, Roosevelt questioned the assumption that unrestricted competition automatically protected the public interest. His criticism echoed Progressive Era concerns that government had to regulate corporate power when private control over essential economic life became too extensive.

The book stands within the longer Progressive tradition, which had sought reforms in government, business regulation, labor conditions, conservation, and social welfare from the late nineteenth century into the 1920s. Progressive reformers did not agree on every remedy, but many argued that industrial capitalism created problems too large for individuals or local communities to solve alone. Roosevelt drew on this inheritance while adapting it to depression conditions. His language of public responsibility and practical experimentation reflected a belief that democratic institutions could correct abuses without abandoning constitutional government or private enterprise.

Roosevelt’s argument was also shaped by the legacy of Theodore Roosevelt, his distant cousin and a former president. Theodore Roosevelt had used federal authority against some corporate monopolies, promoted conservation, and argued that government should protect the public against concentrated private power. Franklin Roosevelt did not merely repeat those policies, because the Depression created a far more extensive national emergency. Still, Looking Forward shares the earlier Roosevelt’s distrust of unchecked economic privilege and its insistence that political democracy could be weakened when wealth and power were concentrated in too few hands.

Labor conditions form an important part of the era behind the book. Many workers in factories, mines, transportation, and service occupations had little security when layoffs came, and unemployment insurance did not yet exist at the federal level. Union membership had declined during much of the 1920s, though workers continued to organize and strike for wages, hours, and recognition. The Depression exposed the limits of an economy in which earnings and employment could vanish rapidly. Roosevelt’s discussion of economic planning and social obligation spoke to a public increasingly concerned with the imbalance between large employers and individual workers.

The 1920s had often been portrayed as a decade of prosperity, consumer credit, and technological modernity. Automobiles, radios, electric appliances, motion pictures, and national advertising altered leisure, communication, and household routines for many Americans. Yet access to these benefits was unequal, and much consumption depended on installment buying and unevenly distributed income. When the economy contracted, families curtailed purchases and businesses cut production, deepening the downturn. Looking Forward challenges the complacency associated with the preceding boom by arguing that material abundance did not by itself guarantee security, fairness, or a stable national economy.

Radio mattered especially to Roosevelt’s political world. By the early 1930s, broadcasting enabled presidents and candidates to speak directly to large national audiences, while newspapers remained influential sources of news and partisan commentary. Roosevelt would use radio in his fireside chats, beginning in 1933, to explain banking policy and other programs in accessible language. Looking Forward belongs to the same developing culture of mass communication: it presents political ideas intended for a broad public rather than only for legislators, financiers, or academic specialists. Its accessible, public-facing argument reflects the expanding national audience for presidential leadership.

The presidential election of 1932 supplied the book’s immediate political mandate. Republican President Herbert Hoover faced widespread blame for the Depression, although the crisis had causes extending beyond any one administration. Roosevelt, the Democratic candidate, promised a “new deal for the American people” in his nomination acceptance speech in July 1932 and won decisively in November. The election signaled a shift in national political expectations. Voters sought relief, recovery, and reform, and Looking Forward helps explain why Roosevelt believed federal government could no longer remain distant from unemployment, banking distress, agricultural collapse, and industrial disorder.

The first months of the Roosevelt administration, often called the Hundred Days, produced an extraordinary burst of federal legislation. Congress created or authorized measures including the Federal Emergency Relief Administration, the Civilian Conservation Corps, the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and the National Recovery Administration. These programs differed in purpose, but together they expanded federal involvement in relief, employment, agriculture, regional development, and business regulation. Looking Forward provides intellectual context for this early New Deal activity by defending experimentation and by treating national economic problems as matters requiring coordinated public action.

The book’s approach to government should not be mistaken for a simple call for permanent centralized control of all economic activity. Roosevelt regularly framed his policies as efforts to preserve democratic institutions and restore opportunity under changed industrial conditions. He criticized forms of individualism that ignored dependence within a modern, interlocking economy, while continuing to speak in the language of constitutional democracy and private property. This balance was politically significant because Americans debated whether emergency action threatened liberty or was necessary to protect it. Looking Forward records Roosevelt’s case for reform within the American political tradition.

Debate over the New Deal was intense from the beginning. Some business leaders, conservative politicians, and newspapers objected to expanded regulation and executive influence; others believed the administration had not gone far enough to redistribute wealth or protect workers. The Supreme Court would later invalidate several early New Deal measures, including the National Industrial Recovery Act in 1935 and the original Agricultural Adjustment Act in 1936. Those later conflicts underline the tensions already present in Roosevelt’s arguments: how far government could act, what powers belonged to Washington, and whether recovery and reform could proceed together.

Race, gender, and regional inequality also formed part of the social landscape, even when national policy did not address them equally. African Americans faced racial segregation, disfranchisement in much of the South, discrimination in employment, and disproportionate economic hardship. Women worked both inside and outside the home but encountered occupational restrictions and unequal opportunities. The South remained poorer than many other regions, while urban and rural experiences of the Depression differed sharply. Reading Looking Forward historically requires recognizing that its language of national welfare emerged in a society where access to political power and economic security was deeply unequal.

Ultimately, Looking Forward functions as both a mirror and a critique of its era. It mirrors the fear produced by unemployment, failed banks, falling farm income, and the apparent breakdown of assumptions associated with the 1920s. It critiques the idea that private wealth, corporate scale, and market forces alone could reliably serve the public good. At the same time, it expresses the confidence of early New Deal liberalism that democratic government could experiment, regulate, and provide relief without surrendering constitutional principles. The book remains a concise statement of Roosevelt’s effort to redefine public responsibility during national crisis.
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    Introduction
Franklin D. Roosevelt, commonly known as FDR, was the thirty-second president of the United States and the only president elected to four terms. Born in 1882 in Hyde Park, New York, he led the nation through the Great Depression and most of the Second World War. His most consequential public works were not literary books but presidential addresses, radio “fireside chats,” messages to Congress, and policy statements that explained and defended the New Deal. Roosevelt transformed expectations of the federal government’s role in economic security, relief, regulation, and international leadership, making him one of the central figures in twentieth-century American history.
Roosevelt’s public language became an important part of his political legacy. His inaugural addresses, especially those delivered during the Depression and wartime emergency, combined reassurance, urgency, and appeals to collective action. The fireside chats, broadcast nationally by radio, adapted presidential communication to an intimate medium and helped many listeners understand banking, recovery programs, war preparation, and military developments. Although his speeches were often prepared with the assistance of staff, they were delivered as presidential statements and reflected his administration’s priorities. Their historical significance lies in how effectively they connected policy, national morale, and public confidence during prolonged crises.
Education and Literary Influences
Roosevelt grew up in a wealthy, socially prominent family and received much of his early education through private instruction. He later attended Groton School in Massachusetts, an Episcopal boarding school whose headmaster, Endicott Peabody, emphasized public service and moral responsibility among privileged students. Roosevelt entered Harvard College in 1900 and graduated in 1903. At Harvard, he edited the student newspaper, the Harvard Crimson, an experience that strengthened his familiarity with public communication. He then studied law at Columbia University but left before completing a degree after passing the New York bar examination in 1907.
Roosevelt’s intellectual and political formation was shaped less by a literary movement than by the reform traditions of his era. He admired Theodore Roosevelt, a distant cousin whose energetic presidency and progressive politics offered a model of executive leadership. Woodrow Wilson’s administration also gave Roosevelt practical experience in national government when he served as assistant secretary of the Navy. His mature rhetoric drew upon progressive reform, Democratic Party traditions, and the civic ideals promoted at Groton. The record does not support reducing his views to a single philosophical school: his policies developed in response to changing economic conditions, political coalitions, and wartime demands.
Literary Career
Roosevelt did not pursue a conventional literary career, and he is best understood as a political leader whose principal published output consisted of speeches, public papers, proclamations, messages, and correspondence. Before reaching the presidency, he served in the New York State Senate, as assistant secretary of the Navy from 1913 to 1920, and as governor of New York from 1929 to 1932. These positions developed his administrative experience and public voice. His political career was interrupted after he contracted poliomyelitis in 1921, leaving him with permanent paralysis in his legs, but he returned to elective office and built a national coalition around economic recovery and reform.
After taking office in 1933, Roosevelt became associated with the New Deal, a broad set of relief, recovery, and reform measures enacted during the Depression. His early presidency included efforts to stabilize the banking system, provide emergency relief, support agricultural and industrial recovery, and establish institutions such as the Social Security system. His speeches and radio broadcasts were received by many supporters as clear and calming explanations of unprecedented government action. They also faced intense criticism from conservative opponents, some business leaders, and others who believed the New Deal expanded federal power too far. Debate over its scope and results has remained central to assessments of his presidency.
Roosevelt’s style as a public communicator was generally conversational, optimistic, and strategically flexible. The fireside chats, first used in 1933 during the banking crisis, were especially influential because radio allowed him to address citizens directly in their homes. He presented complex matters in accessible terms while framing sacrifice and reform as shared national responsibilities. His major addresses included inaugural speeches, annual messages to Congress, wartime statements, and the 1941 Four Freedoms address, which outlined freedom of speech and worship and freedom from want and fear as broad human goals. These works remain widely studied as examples of modern presidential rhetoric and mass communication.
Beliefs and Advocacy
Roosevelt’s documented public commitments centered on democratic government, economic security, social welfare, and active federal leadership during national emergencies. The New Deal reflected his belief that the government should respond more directly to unemployment, poverty, financial instability, and the unequal effects of economic collapse. Programs enacted during his administration provided relief and employment, regulated parts of finance and industry, protected labor organizing in important respects, and created old-age insurance through Social Security. These initiatives did not end the Depression on their own, and they were contested in courts and elections, but they permanently altered the federal government’s relationship with American social and economic life.
His record on civil rights was mixed and must be understood within the political constraints and choices of his administration. Roosevelt appointed some Black Americans to federal posts, supported certain anti-discrimination measures in defense employment, and issued Executive Order 8802 in 1941, which prohibited racial discrimination in the defense industry and established the Fair Employment Practice Committee. At the same time, he did not secure federal anti-lynching legislation, and New Deal programs often operated within systems of segregation and discrimination. During the war, he also authorized the forced removal and incarceration of many Japanese Americans, a grave violation of civil liberties for which his administration bears responsibility.
In foreign affairs, Roosevelt initially operated within a country strongly influenced by isolationist sentiment after the First World War. As Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, and Imperial Japan expanded aggressively, he increasingly supported aid to nations resisting the Axis powers. The Lend-Lease program provided material assistance to allied countries before the United States entered the war. After Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in December 1941, Roosevelt led the United States through global war, working closely with Allied leaders. He also supported planning for a postwar international organization, helping lay groundwork for the United Nations, although he did not live to see its charter signed.
Final Years & Legacy
Roosevelt won reelection in 1936, 1940, and 1944, serving longer than any other U.S. president. His final term was dominated by the immense military, diplomatic, and humanitarian demands of the Second World War. Despite declining health, he attended the Yalta Conference in February 1945 with Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin, where the Allied leaders discussed the final stages of the European war and postwar arrangements. He continued to direct the American war effort from the White House and from Warm Springs, Georgia, a place he had long visited for treatment and rehabilitation connected with his paralysis.
Roosevelt died of a cerebral hemorrhage on April 12, 1945, at Warm Springs, less than a month before Germany’s surrender in Europe and months before the war ended in the Pacific. He was succeeded by Vice President Harry S. Truman. Roosevelt’s legacy includes the enduring institutions and political arguments of the New Deal, the expansion of the modern presidency, and the United States’ emergence as a leading global power. His four elections also prompted the Twenty-second Amendment, ratified in 1951, which limits presidents to two elected terms. Historians continue to debate his policies, but his influence on American government and political communication is unmistakable.
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This is essentially a compilation from many
articles written and speeches made prior to
March 1, 1933. I have added parts which bind the
material together as a whole.

In the comments to follow I speak not of politics,
but of government; not of parties, but of
universal principles. They are not political except
in that large sense in which a great American
once expressed a definition of politics—that
nothing in all human life is foreign to the science
of politics.

The quality of national politics, viewed as a
science which is capable of affecting for the better
the lives of the average man and woman in America,
is the concern of national leadership—particularly
in such years as these, when the hand of discouragement
has fallen upon us, when it seems
that things are in a rut, fixed, settled, that the
world has grown old and tired and very much
out of joint. That is the mood of depression, of
dire and weary depression which, if the quality of
our political leadership is right, should vanish so
utterly that it will be difficult to reconstruct the
mood.


Everything tells us that such a philosophy of
futility is wrong. America is new[1q]. It is in the process
of change and development. It has the great
potentialities of youth. But youth can batter itself
to death against the stone wall of political and
governmental ineptitude.

That our government has been created by ourselves,
that its policies and therefore many of its
detailed acts have been ordered by us, is obvious.
It is just as true that our interest in government is
a self-interest, though it cannot be called selfish,
for when we secure an act of government which is
helpful to ourselves it should be helpful to all
men. Until we look about us we are likely to forget
how hard people have worked for the privilege
of government.

Good government should maintain the balance
where every individual may have a place if he will
take it, where every individual may find safety if
he wishes it, where every individual may attain
such power as his ability permits, consistent with
his assuming the accompanying responsibility.

The achievement of good government is therefore
a long, slow task. Nothing is more striking
than the simple innocence of the men who insist,
whenever an objective is present, on the prompt
production of a patent scheme guaranteed to produce
a result.


Human endeavour is not so simple as that.
Government includes the art of formulating
policies and using the political technique to attain
so much of them as will receive general support;
persuading, leading, sacrificing, teaching always,
because perhaps the greatest duty of statesmanship
is to educate.

We must build toward the time when a major
depression cannot occur again; and if this means
sacrificing the easy profits of inflationist booms[1],
then let them go—and good riddance.

Our recent experiences with speculation have
distorted the perspective of many minds. A whole
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