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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities: five years at a science and engineering school in Cheonan, and four years at a major university in Busan where I taught upper-level classes for students majoring in English. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or snowshoeing. I now live in Vancouver, Canada.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost ten years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

I truly hope that you find this book useful. I would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have.

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube: (www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in this book: Intermediate English Dialogues: Speak American English Like a Native Speaker with these Phrases, Idioms, & Expressions. It has hundreds of helpful English idioms and expressions. You can find it wherever you like to buy books. Learn to speak more fluently in American English.
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​How to Use this Book
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This book is ideal for people who want to improve their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary. To get the most bang for your buck, I recommend doing the following: 


−  Read one story a day, instead of all the stories in a single day! The best readers are those who do it consistently each day. 

−  Be sure to do the questions for each story. 

−  Pay attention to the vocabulary words in bold (letters that are darker). Try to guess the meaning of the word, considering the other words in the sentence before looking it up in a dictionary. After that, write down any words that you don't know in a notebook to review later. Also consider making flashcards for these new words. 

−  Read the stories with a friend if possible. Discuss the questions together. 

−  If you're using this book to improve your TOEFL, TOEIC or IELTS reading scores, be sure to read the questions first so you can scan for the answers instead of reading every single word. After doing this, take more time to read the story in full. 
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​The Hare and the Tortoise
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Once upon a time, there was a tortoise and a hare in a big forest. The tortoise was slow, but he always kept moving, and the hare was very fast but a little lazy. One sunny day, the hare said, "Let's have a race, Mr. Tortoise! I'm sure I'll win."

The tortoise agreed, and all the animals gathered to watch. The race started, and the hare quickly raced ahead. Feeling confident, the hare decided to take a nap under a tree.

While the hare was sleeping, the tortoise kept going, step by step. Slowly but surely, he got closer to the finish line. When the hare woke up and saw the tortoise near the finish line, he raced as fast as he could, but it was too late. The tortoise had already won the race.

The animals cheered for the tortoise, teaching everyone that being slow and steady can sometimes be better than being fast and lazy.

The Moral

The lesson of "The Tortoise and the Hare" is to keep going and not to be too confident. The story shows that even if you're not the fastest, if you work hard and don't give up, you can still win in the end.

Vocabulary

tortoise: A kind of turtle.

hare: A kind of rabbit.

cheered: Shouted encouragement and support.

lazy: Not a hard worker.

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions

	Why did the hare decide to take a nap during the race?

	What was the tortoise's strategy during the race?

	What happened when the hare woke up from his nap?

	How did the other animals in the forest react to the outcome of the race?


Answers

	The hare decided to take a nap because he was confident he could win easily.

	The tortoise's strategy was to keep moving slowly and steadily.

	The hare woke up to find the tortoise nearing the finish line, and he rushed to catch up, but it was too late.

	The other animals cheered for the tortoise, amazed at how his steady effort had triumphed over the hare's overconfidence.
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​Jänis ja kilpikonna
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Olipa kerran kilpikonna ja jänis isossa metsässä. Kilpikonna oli hidas, mutta pysyi aina liikkeessä ja jänis oli hyvin nopea, mutta hiukan laiska. Yhtenä aurinkoisena päivänä jänis sanoi “Pidetään kisa, herra Kilpikonna! Minä olen varma, että voitan."

Kilpikonna suostui ja kaikki eläimet kerääntyivät katsomaan. Kisa alkoi ja jänis nopeasti kiihdytti eteenpäin. Jänis tunsi itsensä luottavaiseksi ja päätti ottaa nokoset yhden puun alla.

Sillä aikaa, kun jänis nukkui, kilpikonna jatkoi menoaan, askel kerrallaan. Hitaasti, mutta varmasti hän lähestyi maaliviivaa. Kun jänis heräsi ja näki kilpikonnan lähellä maaliviivaa, hän kiihdytti niin nopeaan kuin pystyi, mutta se oli liian myöhään. Kilpikonna oli jo voittanut kisan.

Eläimet hurrasivat kilpikonnalle, antaen kaikille opetuksen, että vaikka on hidas ja vakaa, niin se voi joskus olla parempi kuin olla nopea ja laiska.

Moraalinen opetus

Tarinan “Kilpikonna ja jänis” opetus on, että on tärkeää jatkaa eteenpäin eikä olla liian luottavainen. Tarina osoittaa, että vaikka et ole nopein, niin jos teet kovasti töitä etkä luovuta, niin voit silti voittaa lopussa.

Sanasto

kilpikonna: maalla elävä kilpikonna.

jänis: tietynlainen kani.

hurrata: huutaa kannustusta ja tukea.

laiska: ei kova työntekijä.

Ymmärtämisen kysymykset

	Miksi jänis päätti ottaa nokoset kisan aikana?

	Mikä oli kilpikonnan strategia kisan aikana?

	Mitä tapahtui, kun jänis heräsi nokosiltaan?

	Miten muut eläimet metsässä reagoivat kisan lopputulokseen?


Vastaukset

	Jänis päätti ottaa nokoset, koska hän oli luottavainen, että voittaisi helposti.

	Kilpikonnan strategia oli pysyä hitaassa ja jatkuvassa liikkeessä.

	Jänis heräsi huomatakseen kilpikonnan lähestyvän maaliviivaa ja hän ryntäsi ottamaan kiinni, mutta se oli liian myöhään.

	Toiset eläimet hurrasivat kilpikonnalle ihmeissään, miten hänen vakaa ponnistus oli voittanut jäniksen liiallisen luottavaisuuden.
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​Turn Up the Music
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Tom can't hear well and wants to turn up the music.

Tom: Do you mind if I turn up the music? I love this song. I can't hear that well in my old age!

Jenny: No, go ahead. It's fine with me. It is a bit quiet for me as well.

Tom: I'd love to turn the heat up a bit too. It's freezing in here.

Jenny: Sure, I can do that. It'll take a while to heat up though. Do you want to borrow a sweater or a blanket?

Tom: I'd love that blanket, please. I don't know what's wrong with me. I'm always cold these days.

Jenny: Are you feeling okay? Maybe something is going on?

Tom: I don't know. I just had a check-up at the doctor and everything was good.

Check your Understanding

	What are Tom's problems?

	Is Tom sick?

	Does Tom borrow a sweater from Jenny?


Answers

	He can't hear the music well and he's also cold.

	No, he isn't.

	No, he doesn't. He borrows a blanket.
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​Laita musiikkia kovemmalle
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Tom ei kuule hyvin ja haluaa laittaa musiikkia kovemmalle.

Tom: Haittaako sinua, jos laitan musiikkia kovemmalle? Rakastan tätä laulua. En kuule niin hyvin, kun olen jo vanha!

Jenny: Ei, anna mennä vaan. Se sopii hyvin minulle. Se on hieman liian hiljaa myös minulle.

Tom: Tykkäisin laittaa myös lisää lämmitystä. Täällä on kylmä.

Jenny: Toki, minä voin tehdä tuon. Vaikka kestää hetken ennen kuin lämpö nousee. Haluatko lainata villapaitaa tai huopaa?

Tom: Haluaisin tuon huovan, kiitos. En tiedä mikä minussa on vikana. Minulla on nykyisin aina kylmä.

Jenny: Tunnetko voivasi hyvin? Ehkä jotain on tekeillä?

Tom: Minä en tiedä. Olin juuri lääkärintarkastuksessa ja kaikki oli hyvin.

Tarkista tekstin ymmärtäminen

	Mitkä ovat Tomin ongelmat?

	Onko Tom sairas?

	Lainaako Tom villapaitaa Jennyltä?


Vastaukset

	Hän ei pysty kuulemaan musiikkia hyvin ja hänellä on myös kylmä.

	Ei, hän ei ole.

	Ei, hän ei lainaa. Hän lainaa huopaa.
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​The Sleepover
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​Tim is asking his Mom if he can have a sleepover at his friend's house.

Tim: Hey Mom, can I stay at Tony's house tonight? He just invited me.

Carrie: Are his parents going to be home?

Tim: Of course they are!

Carrie: It is a school night though, right? I don't think that's a good idea.

Tim: No, remember it's a holiday tomorrow. It's a day off because of parent-teacher interviews.

Carrie: Oh, that's right. I forgot about that. Sure, you can. I'll give his parents a quick call first though. What time will you go over?

Tim: He said to come over for dinner so maybe around 6:00.

Carrie: Okay. I can give you a ride.

Check your Understanding

	Does Tim have school tomorrow?

	Is Tim allowed to go to the sleepover?

	When is Tim going over to his friend's house?


Answers

	No, he doesn't.

	Yes, he is but his Mom will call Tony's parents first.

	He will go over at 6:00.
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​Yökylässä
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Tim kysyy äidiltään, jos hän voi olla yökylässä ystävänsä talossa.

Tim: Hei äiti, voinko jäädä Tonyn kotiin yöksi? Hän kutsui minut äsken.

Carrie: Ovatko hänen vanhempansa silloin kotona?

Tim: Totta kai he ovat!

Carrie: Sen jälkeen on koulupäivä, eikö vaan? Minusta se ei ole hyvä idea.

Tim: Ei, muista että huomenna on lomaa. Se on vapaapäivä, koska on vanhemmat-opettaja haastattelut.

Carrie: Voi, tuo on totta. Unohdin tuon. Toki voit mennä. Soitan vain nopeasti hänen vanhemmilleen ensin. Mihin aikaan olet menossa?

Tim: Hän pyysi tulemaan päivälliselle eli ehkä noin 18.00.

Carrie: Ok. Minä voin antaa kyydin sinulle.

Tarkista tekstin ymmärtäminen

	Onko Timillä koulua huomenna?

	Saako Tim mennä yökylään?

	Milloin Tim on menossa ystävänsä kotiin?


Vastaukset

	Ei, hänellä ei ole.

	Kyllä, mutta hänen äitinsä soittaa ensin Tonyn vanhemmille.

	Hän menee klo 18.00.
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​Taking the Bus

[image: ]


Ted and Chris are trying to figure out how to get to the airport from downtown.

Ted: How are we going to get to the airport tomorrow?

Chris: Isn't there a bus that goes there?

Ted: Probably. Do you know which one?

Chris: I think number seven is the airport bus but let's check online and see.

Ted: Sure, I have my computer right here.

Chris: Perfect.

Ted: Okay. It is the number seven. It leaves every twenty minutes and the stop is just a few minutes away from here. Let's try to get the 1:20? That leaves us plenty of time.

Chris: Sounds like a plan.

Check Your Understanding

	Where are they going?

	How often does the airport bus run?

	Where is the bus stop?


Answers

	They are going to the airport.

	The bus runs every twenty minutes.

	The bus stop is only a few minutes away.
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​Bussin ottaminen
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Ted ja Chris koittavat selvittää miten päästä lentokentälle keskustasta.

Ted: Miten pääsemme lentokentälle huomenna?

Chris: Eikö sinne mene bussi?

Ted: Luultavasti. Tiedätkö mikä niistä?

Chris: Luulen, että numero seitsemän on lentokenttäbussi, mutta tarkistetaan netistä, niin nähdään.

Ted: Toki, minulla on tietokoneen juuri tässä.

Chris: Täydellistä.

Ted: Ok. Se on numero seitsemän. Se lähtee joka kahdeskymmenes minuutti ja pysäkki on vain pari minuuttia täältä. Yritetäänkö ehtiä siihen klo 13.20? Se jättää meille paljon aikaa.

Chris: Kuulostaa suunnitelmalta.

Tarkista tekstin ymmärtäminen

	Minne he ovat menossa?

	Kuinka usein lentokenttäbussi kulkee?

	Missä on bussipysäkki?


Vastaukset

	He ovat menossa lentokentälle.

	Bussi kulkee joka kahdeskymmenes minuutti.

	Bussipysäkki on vain parin minuutin päässä.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​The Bear and the Bee
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Once upon a time, in a sunny meadow, there was a big bear and a busy bee. The bear was strong, and the bee loved making honey. One day, the bear asked the bee, "Can I have some honey, please?"

The bee had an idea and said, "Sure, but let's have a contest. We'll see who can gather the most flowers. The winner gets the honey!"  So, they both went to collect flowers. The bee flew quickly from flower to flower, and the bear picked flowers with his big paws.

When they counted the flowers, the bee had more. The bee said, "See, hard work pays off!" The bear smiled and agreed. They shared the honey and became friends, learning that working hard is important.

The story teaches us that doing our best brings the sweetest rewards.

The Moral

The moral of the story is that working hard is important, and it can bring good things. Even if someone is big and strong, someone smaller who works really hard can achieve success too. In the story, the bee showed the bear that effort matters more than size.

Vocabulary

contest: An event where people compete with each other.

rewards: Something given to recognize an achievement.

––––––––
[image: ]


Comprehension Questions

	Why did the bear approach the bee in the first place?

	What challenge did the bee propose to the bear?

	Who won the flower-gathering challenge, and how did they determine the winner?

	What did the bear learn from the bee's challenge?


Answers

	The bear approached the bee because he wanted to taste the delicious honey the bee was making.

	The bee challenged the bear to see who could gather the most flowers, and the winner would get to enjoy the honey.

	The bee won the challenge by gathering more flowers. They counted the flowers to determine the winner.

	The bear learned that hard work and effort are more important than size and strength.
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