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Introduction

Are you ready to set off around the world and explore the fascinating world of flags?

Flags come in all colours, shapes and sizes; each with its own unique history, symbolism and story.

Discover flags that have been used for hundreds of years, flags with mysterious symbols and hidden meanings, flags with amazing animals and mythical creatures, and lots more.

Every flag is special, let’s find out why…









Afghanistan

[image: ] Continent: Asia

[image: ] Capital City: Kabul

[image: ] Population: 41 million

[image: ] Area: 652,225 sq. km

[image: Flag of Afghanistan with three wide vertical stripes in black, red, and green, featuring a national emblem in the center.]

In the last 100 years, Afghanistan has changed its flag more than any other country. It has used 19 different national flags.









Albania

[image: ] Continent: Europe

[image: ] Capital City: Tirana

[image: ] Population: 2.8 million

[image: ] Area: 28,748 sq. km

[image: The flag of Albania features a black double-headed eagle on a red background.]

This dramatic flag dates back to the 15th century. The double-headed eagle was used by the army of ‘Skanderbeg’, a national hero who fought for independence against the Ottoman Empire.









Algeria

[image: ] Continent: Africa

[image: ] Capital City: Algiers

[image: ] Population: 45 million

[image: ] Area: 2,381,741 sq. km

[image: Green and white flag of Albania with a red crescent and star in the center.]

The crescent moon and star in the centre of the Algerian flag represent Islam. The tips of the crescent are longer compared to other countries with a similar design and are said to represent happiness and good luck.









Andorra

[image: ] Continent: Europe

[image: ] Capital City: Andorra la Vella

[image: ] Population: 80 thousand

[image: ] Area: 465 sq. km

[image: Flag of Andorra with three vertical wide stripes of blue, yellow and red, and a coat of arms in the center.]

Andorra is a small country between France and Spain. Unusually, it is ruled by two co-princes, and each of their coat of arms (colourful shields that represent different people or families) appears in the centre of this flag.









Angola

[image: ] Continent: Africa

[image: ] Capital City: Luanda

[image: ] Population: 36 million

[image: ] Area: 1,246,700 sq. km

[image: Red and black flag of Angola with a yellow half gear in the centre, crossed by a machete and a star above.]

Angola adopted (started using) this flag when it celebrated independence from Portugal in 1975. The yellow cog and machete (a large knife used to cut crops) represent the nation’s farming industry.









Antigua and Barbuda

[image: ] Continent: North America

[image: ] Capital City: St John’s

[image: ] Population: 94 thousand

[image: ] Area: 442 sq. km

[image: Flag of Antigua and Barbuda with two red triangles pointing inward on sides, and a triangle made up of horizontal bands of black, blue, and white, with a rising yellow sun in the center.]

Sir Reginald Samuel beat over 600 people in a competition to design this Caribbean country’s flag. The seven points on the sun represent the six districts (known as parishes) of Antigua and the island of Barbuda.









Argentina

[image: ] Continent: South America

[image: ] Capital City: Buenos Aires

[image: ] Population: 46 million

[image: ] Area: 2,766,889 sq. km

[image: The blue and white striped flag of Argentina with a sun featuring a sun in the center.]

A flag like this with three stripes is known as a ‘triband’. The sun emblem (a type of symbol used on flags) is called the ‘Sun of May’ and represents the Incan sun god. It also appears on the Uruguay flag.









Armenia

[image: ] Continent: Asia

[image: ] Capital City: Yerevan

[image: ] Population: 2.8 million

[image: ] Area: 29,800 sq. km

[image: The flag of Armenia with three horizontal stripes: red on top, blue in the middle, and orange at the bottom.]

The colour of the bottom stripe of Armenia’s flag is officially called ‘apricot’. The flag has its own national day every year on 15 June.









Australia

[image: ] Continent: Oceania

[image: ] Capital City: Canberra

[image: ] Population: 26 million

[image: ] Area: 7,692,024 sq. km

[image: Australian flag with a large white star below a small red and white Union Jack, and a group of five white stars on the right.]

Australia is one of four countries, other than the United Kingdom, to feature a Union Jack on its flag. The others are Fiji, New Zealand and Tuvalu.









Austria

[image: ] Continent: Europe

[image: ] Capital City: Vienna

[image: ] Population: 8.9 million

[image: ] Area: 83,855 sq. km

[image: Red flag of Austria with a white horizontal stripe in the middle.]

This version of the Austrian flag was adopted in 1945, but the red and white bands have been used as a national symbol since 1230. Along with Denmark’s flag, it is one of the world’s oldest.









Azerbaijan

[image: ] Continent: Asia

[image: ] Capital City: Baku

[image: ] Population: 10 million

[image: ] Area: 86,600 sq. km

[image: Flag of Azerbaijan with three horizontal stripes: light blue on top, red in the middle, and green at the bottom, featuring a white crescent and an eight-pointed star in the center of the red stripe.]

In 2007, this flag was hoisted (raised) up the world’s tallest flagpole. The pole stood 162 m tall. The special flag flown was 35 m high, 70 m wide and weighed 350 kg.









Bahrain

[image: ] Continent: Asia

[image: ] Capital City: Manama

[image: ] Population: 1.5 million

[image: ] Area: 691 sq. km

[image: Red flag of Bahrain with a white vertical zigzag stripe on the left.]

Only two country flags contain zigzags between the colours: Bahrain’s and Qatar’s. The two are often mixed up, but can be told apart by the colour and the number of points on the jagged line. 









Bangladesh

[image: ] Continent: Asia

[image: ] Capital City: Dhaka

[image: ] Population: 171 million

[image: ] Area: 143,998 sq. km

[image: Bangladesh has a green flag with a large red circle slightly left of center.]

With a large, red sun-like circle on a plain field, this flag is similar to Japan’s design. However, Bangladesh’s flag has a green background, not white, and the sun is slightly off-centre to the left.









Barbados

[image: ] Continent: North America

[image: ] Capital City: Bridgetown

[image: ] Population: 282 thousand

[image: ] Area: 430 sq. km

[image: The blue flag of Barbados with a vertical gold band in the middle and a black trident head in the center of the band.]

The trident (a spear with three prongs) of Poseidon, Greek god of the sea, is a fitting symbol for this island nation. The flag was designed by an art teacher, Grantley W. Prescod, and he stitched the very first flag together himself.









Belarus

[image: ] Continent: Europe

[image: ] Capital City: Minsk

[image: ] Population: 9.5 million

[image: ] Area: 207,600 sq. km

[image: Red and green flag of Belarus with a white and red ornamental pattern on the left side.]

The pattern on this flag is traditionally woven into clothing in Belarus. It also appears on decorative cloths used for ceremonies and special events.
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