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‹ The template[image: External link] below (Expert needed[image: External link]) is being considered for deletion. See templates for discussion[image: External link] to help reach a consensus. ›

Charles Milles Manson (born Charles Milles Maddox, November 12, 1934)[2]:136–7 is an American criminal and former cult leader who led what became known as the Manson Family, a quasi-commune that arose in California in the late 1960s. Manson's followers committed a series of nine murders at four locations in July and August 1969. In 1971 he was found guilty of first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit murder for the deaths of seven people – most notably of the actress Sharon Tate – all of which were carried out by members of the group at his instruction. Manson also received first-degree murder convictions for two other deaths. He is currently serving a life sentence at California State Prison in Corcoran.

Manson believed in what he called "Helter Skelter", a term he took from the Beatles' song of the same name. Manson believed Helter Skelter to be an impending apocalyptic race war, which he described in his own version of the lyrics to the Beatles' song. He believed the murders would help precipitate that war. From the beginning of his notoriety, a pop culture arose around him in which he ultimately became an emblem of insanity, violence and the macabre.

At the time the Family began to form, Manson was an unemployed former convict, who had spent half of his life in correctional institutions for a variety of offenses. Before the murders, he was a singer-songwriter on the fringe of the Los Angeles music industry, chiefly through a chance association with Dennis Wilson, drummer and founding member of the Beach Boys[image: External link]. After Manson was charged with the crimes of which he was later convicted, recordings of songs written and performed by him were released commercially. Various musicians have covered some of his songs.
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Born to unmarried 16-year-old Kathleen Maddox (1918–1973),[3] in the General Hospital, in Cincinnati, Ohio, Manson was first named "no name Maddox."[2]:136–7[4][5] Within weeks, he was called Charles Milles Maddox.[2]:136–7[6][7]

For a period after his birth, his mother was married to laborer William Eugene Manson (May 2, 1909 – April 15, 1961).[7] His biological father appears to have been Colonel Walker Scott (May 11, 1910 – December 30, 1954)[8] against whom Kathleen Maddox filed a paternity suit that resulted in an agreed judgment in 1937. Possibly, Manson never knew his biological father.[2]:136–7[5]

Several statements in Manson's 1953 case file from the seven months he would later spend at the National Training School for Boys in Washington, D.C., allude to the possibility that "Colonel Scott" was black.[2]:555 These include the first two sentences of his family background section, which read: "Father: unknown. He is alleged to have been a colored cook by the name of Scott, who got promiscuous with Charles's mother at the time of her pregnancy."[2]:556 When asked about these official records by attorney Vincent Bugliosi in 1971, Manson emphatically denied that his biological father had black ancestry.[2]:588 In addition, the 1920 and 1930 census list Colonel Scott and his father as white.

In the biography Manson in His Own Words, Colonel Scott is said to have been "a young drugstore cowboy ... a transient laborer working on a nearby dam project." It is not clear what "nearby" means. The description is in a paragraph that indicates Kathleen Maddox gave birth to Manson "while living in Cincinnati", after she had run away from her own home, in Ashland, Kentucky.[9]

There is much about Manson's early life that is in dispute because of the varying stories he has offered to interviewers, many of which were untrue. Manson's mother was allegedly a heavy drinker.[2]:136–7 According to Manson, she once sold her son for a pitcher of beer to a childless waitress, from whom his uncle retrieved him some days later.[10]

When Manson's mother and her brother were sentenced to five years' imprisonment for robbing a Charleston, West Virginia, service station in 1939 by brandishing a ketchup bottle, Manson was placed in the home of an aunt and uncle in McMechen, West Virginia.[11] Upon her 1942 parole, Manson's mother retrieved her son and lived with him in a series of run-down hotel rooms.[2]:136–7 Manson himself later characterized her physical embrace of him on the day she returned from prison as his sole happy childhood memory.[10] In 1947, Kathleen Maddox tried to have her son placed in a foster home but failed because no such home was available. The court placed Manson in the Gibault School for Boys in Terre Haute, Indiana. After 10 months, he fled from there to his mother, who rejected him.[2]:136–7
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By burglarizing a liquor store, Manson obtained money that enabled him to rent a room.[2]:136–7 He committed a string of burglaries of other stores, including one from which he stole a bicycle, but was eventually caught in the act and sent to an Indianapolis juvenile center. He escaped after one day, but was recaptured and placed in Boys Town. Four days after his arrival there, he escaped with another boy. The pair committed two armed robberies on their way to the home of the other boy's uncle.[2]:137–146

Caught during the second of two subsequent break-ins of grocery stores, Manson was sent, at age 13, to the Indiana Boys School, where, he would later claim, he was brutalized sexually and otherwise.[10] After many failed attempts, he escaped with two other boys in 1951.[2]:137–146

In Utah, the three were caught driving to California in cars they had stolen. They robbed several filling stations along the way. For the federal crime of taking a stolen car across a state line, in violation of the Dyer Act, Manson was sent to Washington, D.C.'s National Training School for Boys. Despite four years of schooling and an IQ of 109 (later tested at age 21),[2]:137–146 he was illiterate. A caseworker deemed him aggressively antisocial.[2]:137–146
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In October 1951, on a psychiatrist's recommendation, Manson was transferred to Natural Bridge Honor Camp, a minimum security institution. Manson was transferred to the Federal Reformatory, Petersburg, Virginia, where he was considered "dangerous."[2]:137–146 In September 1952, a number of other serious disciplinary offenses resulted in his transfer to the Federal Reformatory at Chillicothe, Ohio, a more secure institution.[2]:137–146 About a month after the transfer, he became almost a model resident. Good work habits and a rise in his educational level from the lower fourth to the upper seventh grade won him a May 1954 parole.[2]:137–146

After temporarily honoring a parole condition that he live with his aunt and uncle in West Virginia, Manson moved in with his mother in that same state. In January 1955, he married a hospital waitress named Rosalie Jean Willis, with whom, by his own account, he found genuine, if short-lived, marital happiness.[10] He supported their marriage through small-time jobs and auto theft.[2]:137–146

Around October, about three months after he and his pregnant wife arrived in Los Angeles in a car he had stolen in Ohio, Manson was again charged with a federal crime, specifically another Dyer Act violation, for taking the vehicle across state lines. After a psychiatric evaluation, he was given five years' probation. His subsequent failure to appear at a Los Angeles hearing on an identical charge filed in Florida resulted in his March 1956 arrest in Indianapolis. His probation was revoked; he was sentenced to three years' imprisonment at Terminal Island, San Pedro, California.[2]:137–146

While Manson was in prison, Rosalie gave birth to their son Charles Manson, Jr. During his first year at Terminal Island, Manson received visits from Rosalie and his mother, who were now living together in Los Angeles. In March 1957, when the visits from his wife ceased, his mother informed him Rosalie was living with another man. Less than two weeks before a scheduled parole hearing, Manson tried to escape by stealing a car. He was subsequently given five years probation, and his parole was denied.[2]:137–146
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Manson received five years' parole in September 1958, the same year in which Rosalie received a decree of divorce. By November, he was pimping a 16-year-old girl and was receiving additional support from a girl with wealthy parents. In September 1959, he pleaded guilty to a charge of attempting to cash a forged U.S. Treasury check, which he claimed to have stolen from a mailbox; the latter charge was later dropped. He received a 10-year suspended sentence and probation after a young woman with an arrest record for prostitution made a "tearful plea" before the court that she and Manson were "deeply in love ... and would marry if Charlie were freed."[2]:137–146 Before the year's end, the woman did marry Manson, possibly so testimony against him would not be required of her.[2]:137–146

The woman's name was Leona. As a prostitute, she had used the name Candy Stevens. After Manson took her and another woman from California to New Mexico for purposes of prostitution, he was held and questioned for violation of the Mann Act. Though he was released, he evidently suspected, rightly, that the investigation had not ended. When he disappeared, in violation of his probation, a bench warrant was issued. An April 1960 indictment for violation of the Mann Act followed.[2]:137–146 Arrested in Laredo, Texas[image: External link], in June, when one of the women was arrested for prostitution, Manson was returned to Los Angeles. For violation of his probation on the check-cashing charge, he was ordered to serve his 10-year sentence.[2]:137–146

In July 1961, after a year spent unsuccessfully appealing the revocation of his probation, Manson was transferred from the Los Angeles County Jail to the United States Penitentiary at McNeil Island. There, he took guitar lessons from Barker-Karpis gang leader Alvin "Creepy" Karpis[image: External link], and obtained a contact name of someone at Universal Studios in Hollywood from another inmate, Phil Kaufman.[12] According to Jeff Guinn's 2013 biography of Manson, Charlie's mother Kathleen moved from California to Washington state to be closer to him during his McNeil Island incarceration, working nearby as a waitress.[13]

Although the Mann Act charge had been dropped, the attempt to cash the Treasury check was still a federal offense. His September 1961 annual review noted he had a "tremendous drive to call attention to himself," an observation echoed in September 1964.[2]:137–146 In 1963, Leona was granted a divorce, in the pursuit of which she alleged that she and Manson had a son, Charles Luther.[2]:137–146

In June 1966, Manson was sent, for the second time in his life, to Terminal Island, in preparation for early release. By March 21, 1967, his release day, he had spent more than half of his 32 years in prisons and other institutions. This was mainly because he had broken a number of federal laws. Then as now, federal sentences are much more severe than state sentences for many of the same offenses.[2]:137–146 Telling the authorities that prison had become his home, he requested permission to stay,[2]:137–146 a fact mentioned in a 1981 television interview with Tom Snyder.[14]
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Main article: Manson Family
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Vincent Bugliosi headed the prosecution team which argued People v. Manson, Charles Milles et al. and People v. Watson, Charles, the two major court cases that involved the Manson Family's crimes, and in Helter Skelter, he explained[ where?[image: External link]] to his co-author, Curt Gentry, "...I was only sending him home. Only this time it won't be the same." He noted that one of the crimes of which Manson had been convicted, killing a pregnant woman, did not allow Manson to rank very high in prison social structures (Bugliosi cited an informant[ who?[image: External link]] whom he quoted as saying that "it's like being a child molester...guys like that are gonna do hard time wherever they are") and that Manson's notoriety had become his own worst enemy, with any convict seeking a reputation being willing to attack, and kill, Manson. As noted below, in September of 1984, at least one such convict did indeed so attack Manson, with intent to kill.

Manson was admitted to state prison from Los Angeles County on April 22, 1971, for seven counts of first-degree murder and one count of conspiracy to commit murder for the deaths of Abigail Ann Folger, Wojciech Frykowski, Steven Earl Parent, Sharon Tate Polanski, Jay Sebring and Leno and Rosemary La Bianca. He was sentenced to death. When the death penalty was ruled unconstitutional in 1972, he was resentenced to life with the possibility of parole. His original death sentence was modified to life on February 2, 1977.

On December 13, 1971, Manson received a first-degree murder conviction from Los Angeles County for the July 25, 1969, death of musician Gary Hinman and another first-degree murder conviction for the August 1969 death of Donald Jerome "Shorty" Shea.

Since 1989, Manson has been housed in the Protective Housing Unit at California State Prison, Corcoran, in Kings County. The unit houses inmates whose safety would be endangered by general population housing. He has also been housed at San Quentin State Prison, California Medical Facility in Vacaville, Folsom State Prison and Pelican Bay State Prison.

Manson is single-celled.
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In the 1980s, Manson gave four notable interviews. The first, recorded at California Medical Facility and aired June 13, 1981, was by Tom Snyder for NBC's The Tomorrow Show. The second, recorded at San Quentin Prison and aired March 7, 1986, was by Charlie Rose for CBS News Nightwatch; it won the national news Emmy Award for "Best Interview" in 1987.[15] The third, with Geraldo Rivera in 1988, was part of that journalist's prime-time special on Satanism.[16] At least as early as the Snyder interview, Manson's forehead bore a swastika, in the spot where the X carved during his trial had been.[17]

In 1989, Nikolas Schreck[image: External link] conducted an interview of Manson, cutting the interview up for material in his documentary Charles Manson Superstar. Schreck concluded that Manson was not insane, but merely acting that way out of frustration.[18][19]

On September 25, 1984, while imprisoned at the California Medical Facility at Vacaville, Manson was severely burned by a fellow inmate who poured paint thinner on him and set him alight. The other prisoner, Jan Holmstrom, explained that Manson had objected to his Hare Krishna chants and had verbally threatened him. Despite suffering second- and third-degree burns on over 20 percent of his body, Manson recovered from his injuries.[2]:497

In June 1997, Manson was found to have been trafficking in drugs by a prison disciplinary committee.[20] That August, he was moved from Corcoran State Prison to Pelican Bay State Prison.[20]

In a 1998–99 interview in Seconds magazine, Bobby Beausoleil[image: External link] rejected the view that Manson ordered him to kill Gary Hinman.[21] He stated Manson did come to Hinman's house and slash Hinman with a sword. In a 1981 interview with Oui magazine, he denied this. Beausoleil stated that when he read about the Tate murders in the newspaper, "I wasn't even sure at that point – really, I had no idea who had done it until Manson's group were actually arrested for it. It had only crossed my mind and I had a premonition, perhaps. There was some little tickle in my mind that the killings might be connected with them ..." In the Oui magazine interview, he had stated, "When the Tate-LaBianca murders happened, I knew who had done it. I was fairly certain."[22]
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On September 5, 2007, MSNBC aired The Mind of Manson, a complete version of a 1987 interview at California's San Quentin State Prison. The footage of the "unshackled, unapologetic, and unruly" Manson had been considered "so unbelievable" that only seven minutes of it had originally been broadcast on The Today Show, for which it had been recorded.[23]

In a January 2008 segment of the Discovery Channel's Most Evil, Barbara Hoyt said that the impression that she had accompanied Ruth Ann Moorehouse to Hawaii just to avoid testifying at Manson's trial was erroneous. Hoyt said she had cooperated with the Family because she was "trying to keep them from killing my family." She stated that, at the time of the trial, she was "constantly being threatened: 'Your family's gonna die. [The murders] could be repeated at your house.'"[24]

On March 15, 2008, the Associated Press reported that forensic investigators had conducted a search for human remains at Barker Ranch the previous month. Following up on longstanding rumors that the Family had killed hitchhikers and runaways who had come into its orbit during its time at Barker, the investigators identified "two likely clandestine grave sites ... and one additional site that merits further investigation."[25] Though they recommended digging, CNN reported on March 28 that the Inyo County sheriff, who questioned the methods they employed with search dogs, had ordered additional tests before any excavation.[26] On 9 May, after a delay caused by damage to test equipment,[27] the sheriff announced that test results had been inconclusive and that "exploratory excavation" would begin on 20 May.[28] In the meantime, Charles "Tex" Watson[image: External link] had commented publicly that "no one was killed" at the desert camp during the month-and-a-half he was there, after the Tate-LaBianca murders.[29][30] On 21 May, after two days of work, the sheriff brought the search to an end; four potential gravesites had been dug up and had been found to hold no human remains.[31][32] In March 2009, a photograph taken of a 74-year-old Manson, showing a receding hairline, grizzled gray beard and hair and the swastika tattoo still prominent on his forehead, was released to the public by California corrections officials.[33]

In November 2009, a Los Angeles DJ and songwriter named Matthew Roberts released correspondence and other evidence indicating he may have been biologically fathered by Manson. Roberts' biological mother claims to have been a member of the Manson Family who left in the summer of 1967 after being raped by Manson; she returned to her parents' home to complete the pregnancy, gave birth on March 22, 1968, and subsequently put Roberts up for adoption. Manson himself has stated that he "could" be the father, acknowledging the biological mother and a sexual relationship with her during 1967; this was nearly two years before the Family began its murderous phase.[34][35]

In 2010, the Los Angeles Times reported that Manson was caught with a cell phone in 2009, and had contacted people in California, New Jersey, Florida and British Columbia. A spokesperson for the California Department of Corrections stated that it was not known if Manson had used the phone for criminal purposes.[36]

On November 17, 2014, it was announced that Manson was engaged to 26-year-old Afton Elaine "Star" Burton while still in prison, and had obtained a marriage license on November 7.[37] Burton had been visiting Manson in prison for at least nine years, and maintained several websites that claimed his innocence.[38] The wedding license expired on February 5, 2015, without a marriage ceremony taking place.[39] It was later reported that, according to journalist Daniel Simone, the wedding was cancelled after it was discovered that Burton only wanted to marry Manson so she and a friend, Craig "Gray Wolf" Hammond, could use his corpse as a tourist attraction after his death.[39][40] According to Simone, Manson believes he will never die, and may just be using the possibility of marriage as a way to encourage Burton and Hammond to continue visiting him and bringing him gifts.[39] Together with a co-author Heidi Jordan Ley and with the assistance of some of Manson's fellow prisoners, Simone has written a book about Manson and is seeking a publisher for it.[39] Burton said on her web site that the reason the marriage did not take place is merely logistical – that Manson is suffering from an infection and has been in a prison medical facility for two months, and cannot receive visitors.[39] She said she still hoped the marriage license will be renewed and the marriage will take place.[39]

On January 1, 2017, Manson was rushed from California State Prison, Corcoran, to Mercy Hospital in downtown Bakersfield suffering from gastrointestinal bleeding. A source told the Los Angeles Times Manson was seriously ill. [41] Some reports suggest Manson was too weak for surgery.[42] He was returned to prison by January 6; any treatment he had received was not disclosed.[43]
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A footnote to the conclusion of California v. Anderson, the 1972 decision that neutralized California's death sentences, stated that, "any prisoner now under a sentence of death … may file a petition for writ of habeas corpus in the superior court inviting that court to modify its judgment to provide for the appropriate alternative punishment of life imprisonment or life imprisonment without possibility of parole specified by statute for the crime for which he was sentenced to death."[44]

This made Manson eligible to apply for parole after seven years' incarceration.[2]:488 Accordingly, his first parole hearing took place on November 16, 1978, at California Medical Facility in Vacaville, and his petition was rejected.[2]:498[45]

Manson was denied parole for the 12th time on April 11, 2012. Manson did not attend the hearing. In fact, the last parole hearing he had attended was March 27, 1997. The panel noted at his April 2012 hearing that Manson had a "history of controlling behavior" and "mental health issues" including schizophrenia and paranoid delusional disorder and was too great a danger to be released.[46] The panel also noted that Manson had received 108 rules violation reports, has no indication of remorse, no insight into the causative factors of the crimes, lacks understanding of the magnitude of the crimes, has an exceptional, callous disregard for human suffering and has no parole plans. [47] It was determined that Manson would not be reconsidered for parole for another 15 years, i.e. not before 2027,[48] at which time he would be 92 years old.

On October 4, 2012, Bruce Davis, who had been convicted of the murder of Shorty Shea and the attempted robbery by Manson Family members of a Hawthorne gun shop in 1971, was recommended for parole by the California Department of Corrections' parole board at his 27th parole hearing. In 2010, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger had reversed the board's previous finding in favor of Davis, denying him parole for two more years.[49] On March 1, 2013, and again on August 8, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown also denied parole for Davis.[50]

In July 2016, former Manson follower Leslie Van Houten's petition for parole was endorsed by the parole board and forwarded to California governor Jerry Brown who rejected it.[51]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Legacy



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recordings



Main article: Charles Manson discography

On March 6, 1970, the day the court vacated Manson's status as his own attorney,[2]:258–269 LIE, an album of Manson music, was released.[52][53][54] This included "Cease to Exist", a Manson composition the Beach Boys had recorded with modified lyrics and the title "Never Learn Not to Love".[55][56] Over the next couple of months, only about 300 of the album's 2,000 copies sold.[57]

Since that time, there have been several releases of Manson recordings – both musical and spoken.[58] One of these, The Family Jams, includes two compact discs of Manson's songs recorded by the Family in 1970, after Manson and the others had been arrested. Guitar and lead vocals are supplied by Steve Grogan;[2]:125–127 additional vocals are supplied by Lynette Fromme, Sandra Good, Catherine Share, and others.[58][59] One Mind, an album of music, poetry, and spoken word, new at the time of its release, in April 2005,[58] was put out under a Creative Commons license[image: External link].[60][61]

American rock band Guns N' Roses recorded Manson's "Look at Your Game, Girl", included as an unlisted 13th track on their 1993 album "The Spaghetti Incident?"[2]:488–491[62][63] "My Monkey", which appears on Portrait of an American Family by Marilyn Manson (no relation, as is explained below), includes the lyrics "I had a little monkey / I sent him to the country and I fed him on gingerbread / Along came a choo-choo / Knocked my monkey cuckoo / And now my monkey's dead."[64] These lyrics are from Manson's "Mechanical Man",[65] which is heard on LIE. Crispin Glover covered "Never Say 'Never' To Always" on his album The Big Problem ≠ The Solution. The Solution = Let It Be released in 1989. Transgressive punk rock performance artist GG Allin covered "Garbage Dump" (from LIE) on his album You Give Love A Bad Name.

Several of Manson's songs, including "I'm Scratching Peace Symbols on Your Tombstone" (a.k.a. "First They Made Me Sleep in the Closet"), "Garbage Dump", and "I Can't Remember When", are featured in the soundtrack of the 1976 TV-movie Helter Skelter, where they are performed by Steve Railsback, who portrays Manson.

According to a popular urban legend, Manson unsuccessfully auditioned for the Monkees in late 1965; this is refuted by the fact that Manson was still incarcerated at McNeil Island at that time.[66]
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 Cultural influence



Beginning in January 1970, Manson was embraced by the underground newspapers Los Angeles Free Press and Tuesday's Child, with the latter proclaiming him "Man of the Year."[67] In June 1970, he was the subject of a Rolling Stone cover story, "Charles Manson: The Incredible Story of the Most Dangerous Man Alive."[67] When a Rolling Stone writer visited the Los Angeles District Attorney's office in preparing that story,[68] he was shocked by a photograph of the bloody "Healter [sic] Skelter" that would bind Manson to popular culture.[69] Bugliosi pointed out the dispute in the underground press over whether Manson was "Christ returned" or "a sick symbol of our times"[ where?[image: External link]] to his Helter Skelter co-author, Curt Gentry.

Bernardine Dohrn, a leader of the Weather Underground reportedly said about the Tate murders: "Dig it, first they killed those pigs, then they ate dinner in the same room with them, then they even shoved a fork into a victim's stomach. Wild!"[70]

Manson has been a presence in fashion,[71][72] graphics,[73][74] music,[75] and movies, as well as on television and the stage. In an afterword composed for the 1994 edition of the non-fiction book Helter Skelter, prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi quoted a BBC employee's assertion that a "neo-Manson cult" existing then in Europe was represented by, among other things, approximately 70 rock bands playing songs by Manson and "songs in support of him".[2]:488–491

Manson has even influenced the names of musical performers such as Kasabian, Spahn Ranch, and Marilyn Manson, the last a stage name which Brian Warner (his real name) assembled from "Charles Manson" and "Marilyn Monroe." The story of the Family's activities inspired John Moran's opera The Manson Family and Stephen Sondheim's musical Assassins, the latter of which has Lynette Fromme as a character.[76][77] The tale has been the subject of several movies such as the 1984 film Manson Family Movies,[78] including two television dramatizations of Helter Skelter. In the South Park episode "Merry Christmas, Charlie Manson," Manson is a comical character whose inmate number is 06660, an apparent reference to 666, the Biblical "number of the beast."[79][80]

The 2002 novel The Dead Circus by John Kaye includes the activities of the Manson Family as a major plot point.[81]

In 2015, J. Davis released the American indie comedy Manson Family Vacation portraying two brothers traveling through to California, retracing Manson's steps. The movie deals with Manson present-day followers such as Grey Wolf. The movie was independently released and later released on Netflix.

In 2015, NBC premiered the crime drama Aquarius, with Gethin Anthony playing Manson. The series was set in 1967 and included storylines that were inspired by actual events which involved Manson.[82]
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Cincinnati






This article is about the city in Ohio. For other uses, see Cincinnati (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Cincinnati (/,sIns'naeti /[image: External link] SIN-si-NAT -ee[image: External link]) is a city in the U.S. state[image: External link] of Ohio that serves as county seat[image: External link] of Hamilton County[image: External link].[7] Settled in 1788, the city is located on the north side of the confluence of the Licking[image: External link] with the Ohio River[image: External link]. With a population of 298,800, Cincinnati is the third-largest city in Ohio and the 65th-largest city in the United States. Its metropolitan statistical area[image: External link] is the 28th-largest in the United States and the largest centered in Ohio. The city is also part of the larger Cincinnati–Middletown–Wilmington combined statistical area[image: External link], which had a population of 2,172,191 in the 2010 census.[8]

In the 19th century, Cincinnati was an American boomtown[image: External link] in the heart of the country; it rivaled the larger coastal cities in size and wealth. Throughout much of the 19th century, it was listed among the top 10 U.S. cities by population, surpassed only by New Orleans[image: External link] and the older, established settlements of the Eastern Seaboard; at one point holding the position of America's sixth-largest city[image: External link] for a period spanning consecutive census reports from 1840 until 1860. It was by far the largest city in the west. Because it is the first major American city founded after the American Revolution[image: External link] as well as the first major inland city in the country, Cincinnati is sometimes thought of as the first purely "American" city.[9]

Cincinnati developed with less European immigration or influence than eastern cities attracted in the same period; however, it received a significant number of German immigrants, who founded many of the city's cultural institutions. By the end of the 19th century, with the shift from steamboats to railroads drawing off freight shipping, trade patterns had altered and Cincinnati's growth slowed considerably. The city was surpassed in population by other inland cities, particularly Chicago, which developed based on commodity exploitation and the railroads, and St. Louis[image: External link], for decades after the Civil War the gateway to westward migration.

Cincinnati is home to two major sports teams, the Cincinnati Reds[image: External link], the oldest franchise in Major League Baseball[image: External link], and the Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link]. The University of Cincinnati[image: External link], founded in 1819, is one of the 50 largest in the United States.[10] Cincinnati is known for its historic architecture. In the late 1800s, Cincinnati was commonly referred to as "Paris of America", due mainly to such ambitious architectural projects as the Music Hall[image: External link], Cincinnatian Hotel[image: External link], and Shillito Department Store[image: External link].[11]
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Main article: History of Cincinnati[image: External link]

See also: Timeline of Cincinnati[image: External link] and History of Ohio[image: External link]

Cincinnati was founded in 1788 when Mathias Denman, Colonel Robert Patterson[image: External link] and Israel Ludlow[image: External link] landed at the spot on the north bank of the Ohio River opposite the mouth of the Licking River[image: External link] and decided to settle there. The original surveyor, John Filson[image: External link], named it "Losantiville".[13] In 1790, Arthur St. Clair[image: External link], the governor of the Northwest Territory[image: External link], changed the name of the settlement to "Cincinnati" in honor of the Society of the Cincinnati[image: External link], made up of Revolutionary War veterans, of which he was a member.[14]

Ethnic Germans were among the early settlers, migrating from Pennsylvania and the backcountry of Virginia and Tennessee. General David Ziegler[image: External link] succeeded General St. Clair in command at Fort Washington. After the conclusion of the Northwest Indian Wars and removal of Native Americans to the west, he was elected as the mayor of Cincinnati in 1802.[15]

The introduction of steamboats on the Ohio River[image: External link] in 1811 opened up its trade to more rapid shipping, and the city established commercial ties with St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link] and especially New Orleans[image: External link] downriver. Cincinnati was incorporated as a city in 1819. Exporting pork products and hay, it became a center of pork processing in the region. From 1810 to 1830 its population nearly tripled, from 9,642 to 24,831.[16] Completion of the Miami and Erie Canal[image: External link] in 1827 to Middletown, Ohio[image: External link] further stimulated businesses, and employers struggled to hire enough people to fill positions. The city had a labor shortage until large waves of immigration by Irish and Germans in the late 1840s. The city grew rapidly over the next two decades, reaching 115,000 persons by 1850.[14]

Construction on the Miami and Erie Canal began on July 21, 1825, when it was called the Miami Canal, related to its origin at the Great Miami River[image: External link]. The first section of the canal was opened for business in 1827.[17] In 1827, the canal connected Cincinnati to nearby Middletown[image: External link]; by 1840, it had reached Toledo[image: External link]. During this period of rapid expansion and prominence, residents of Cincinnati began referring to the city as the "Queen City".

Cincinnati depended on trade with the slave states south of the Ohio River[image: External link], at a time when thousands of blacks were settling in the free state of Ohio, most from Kentucky and Virginia and some of them fugitives seeking freedom in the North. Many came to find work in Cincinnati. In the antebellum years, the majority of native-born whites in the city came from northern states, primarily Pennsylvania. In 1841 26 percent of whites were from the South and 57 percent from the eastern states, primarily Pennsylvania.[18] They retained their cultural support for slavery. This led to tensions between pro-slavery residents and those in favor of abolitionism[image: External link] and lifting restrictions on free people of color[image: External link], as codified in the "Black Code" of 1804.[19]

The volatile social conditions produced white-led riots against blacks in 1829[image: External link], when many blacks lost their homes and property. As Irish immigrants entered the city in the late 1840s, they competed with blacks at the lower levels of the economy. White-led riots against blacks occurred in 1836[image: External link], when an abolitionist press was twice destroyed; and in 1842.[19] More than one thousand blacks abandoned the city after the 1829 riots. Blacks in Philadelphia and other major cities raised money to help the refugees recover from the destruction. By 1842 blacks had become better established in the city; they defended their persons and property in the riot, and worked politically as well.[20]

After the steamboats, railroads were the next major form of commercial transportation to come to Cincinnati. In 1836, the Little Miami Railroad was chartered.[21] Construction began soon after, to connect Cincinnati with the Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad, and provide access to the ports of the Sandusky Bay[image: External link] on Lake Erie[image: External link].[17]

In 1859, Cincinnati laid out six streetcar lines; the cars were pulled by horses[image: External link] and the lines made it easier for people to get around the city.[21] By 1872, Cincinnatians could travel on the streetcars within the city and transfer to rail cars for travel to the hill communities. The Cincinnati Inclined Plane Company began transporting people to the top of Mount Auburn that year.[17]

In 1880, the city government completed the Cincinnati Southern Railway[image: External link] to Chattanooga, Tennessee[image: External link]. It is the only municipality-owned interstate railway in the United States.

In 1884, outrage over a manslaughter[image: External link] verdict in what many observers thought was a clear case of murder triggered the Courthouse riots[image: External link], one of the most destructive riots in American history. Over the course of three days, 56 people were killed and over 300 were injured.[22] The riots ended the regime of political bosses John Roll McLean[image: External link] and Thomas C. Campbell[image: External link] in Cincinnati. In 1889, the Cincinnati streetcar system[image: External link] began converting its horse-drawn cars to electric streetcars[image: External link].[23]

An early rejuvenation of downtown began in the 1920s and continued into the next decade with the construction of Union Terminal[image: External link], the post office, and the large Cincinnati and Suburban Telephone Company Building[image: External link]. Cincinnati weathered the Great Depression[image: External link] better than most American cities of its size, largely because of a resurgence in river trade, which was less expensive than transporting goods by rail. The flood of 1937[image: External link] was one of the worst in the nation's history and destroyed many areas along the Ohio Valley. Afterward the city built protective flood walls.
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A major city of the Ohio Valley, Cincinnati is situated on the north bank of the Ohio River[image: External link] in Hamilton County, which is the extreme southwestern county of the state of Ohio. It is midway by river between the cities of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link] and Cairo, Illinois[image: External link]. The city lies opposite the mouth of the Licking River[image: External link], an important factor in its being sited where it is.[24]

Cincinnati's core metro area[image: External link] spans parts of southern Ohio and northern Kentucky. According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 79.54 square miles (206.01 km2), of which 77.94 square miles (201.86 km2) are land and 1.60 square miles (4.14 km2) are water.[1] The city spreads over a number of hills, bluffs, and low ridges overlooking the Ohio River in the Bluegrass region[image: External link] of the country.[25] Cincinnati is geographically located within the Midwest[image: External link] and is on the far northern periphery of the Upland South[image: External link]. Two-thirds of the American population live within a one-day drive of the city.[26][27][28]

Three enclaves[image: External link] lie within Cincinnati's city limits: Norwood[image: External link], Elmwood Place[image: External link], and Saint Bernard[image: External link]. Norwood is a significant business and industrial city, while Elmwood Place and Saint Bernard are small, primarily residential, villages. Cincinnati does not have an exclave, but the city government does own several properties outside the corporation limits: French Park[image: External link] in Amberley Village[image: External link], the disused runway at the former Blue Ash Airport[image: External link] in Blue Ash[image: External link], and the 337-mile-long (542 km) Cincinnati Southern Railway[image: External link], which runs between Cincinnati and Chattanooga, Tennessee[image: External link].
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 Cityscape



Main articles: Cityscape of Cincinnati[image: External link] and List of tallest buildings in Cincinnati[image: External link]

Downtown Cincinnati[image: External link] is focused around Fountain Square[image: External link], a public square and event location.

Cincinnati is home to numerous structures that are noteworthy due to their architectural characteristics or historic associations, including the Carew Tower[image: External link], the Scripps Center, the Ingalls Building[image: External link], Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal[image: External link], and the Isaac M. Wise Temple[image: External link].[29]

The city is undergoing significant changes due to new development[image: External link] and private investment. This includes construction of the long-stalled Banks project[image: External link], which will include apartments, retail, restaurants, and offices and will stretch from Great American Ball Park[image: External link] to Paul Brown Stadium[image: External link]. Phase 1A is already complete and 100 percent occupied as of early 2013. Smale Riverfront Park is being developed along with The Banks and is Cincinnati's newest park. Fountain Square was renovated in 2006.[30] Nearly $3.5 billion has been invested in the urban core of Cincinnati (including Northern Kentucky). Much of this development has been undertaken by 3CDC[image: External link]. A new streetcar system[image: External link] opened in September 2016.[31][32]

Queen City Square[image: External link] opened in January 2011. The building is the tallest in Cincinnati (surpassing the Carew Tower), and is the third tallest in Ohio, reaching a height of 665 feet.[33] In 2013 the Horseshoe Casino Cincinnati[image: External link] opened, the first casino in the city and fourth in the state of Ohio.

The mile-long Cincinnati Skywalk[image: External link], which was completed in 1997, remains a viable way to traverse downtown on foot in an indoor environment, despite the removal of several segments based on modern urban-development initiatives.[34]

The Cincinnati Zoo[image: External link] in Avondale[image: External link] is the second oldest zoo in the United States.[35]
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 Climate



Cincinnati belongs to a climatic transition zone, at the northern limit of the humid subtropical climate[image: External link] and the southern limit of the humid continental climate[image: External link] zone ( Köppen[image: External link]: Cfa/Dfa, respectively).[36] Summers are warm to hot and humid, with significant rainfall in each month and highs reaching 90 °F (32 °C) or above on 21 days per year, often with high dew points and humidity. July is the warmest month, with a daily average temperature of 75.9 °F (24.4 °C).[37]

Winters tend to be cold and snowy, with January, the coldest month, averaging at 30.8 °F (−0.7 °C).[37] Lows reach 0 °F (−18 °C) on an average 2.6 nights annually.[37] An average winter will see around 22.1 inches (56 cm) of snowfall, contributing to the annual 42.5 inches (1,080 mm) of precipitation, with rainfall peaking in spring.[38] Extremes range from −25 °F (−32 °C) on January 18, 1977 up to 108 °F (42 °C) on July 21 and 22, 1934.[39] Severe thunderstorms[image: External link] are common in the warmer months, and tornadoes[image: External link], while infrequent, are not unknown, with such events striking the Greater Cincinnati area most recently in 1974, 1999, and 2012.





	Climate data for Cincinnati (Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Int'l[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1871–present[b]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	77

(25)
	78

(26)
	88

(31)
	90

(32)
	95

(35)
	102

(39)
	108

(42)
	103

(39)
	102

(39)
	91

(33)
	82

(28)
	75

(24)
	108

(42)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	60.7

(15.9)
	65.3

(18.5)
	75.7

(24.3)
	81.8

(27.7)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.4

(33)
	94.0

(34.4)
	93.4

(34.1)
	89.8

(32.1)
	82.0

(27.8)
	72.7

(22.6)
	62.1

(16.7)
	95.5

(35.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	38.7

(3.7)
	42.9

(6.1)
	53.2

(11.8)
	64.7

(18.2)
	73.7

(23.2)
	82.1

(27.8)
	85.6

(29.8)
	84.9

(29.4)
	78.1

(25.6)
	66.2

(19)
	54.0

(12.2)
	41.6

(5.3)
	63.9

(17.7)



	Average low °F (°C)
	23.0

(−5)
	26.0

(−3.3)
	34.0

(1.1)
	43.7

(6.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	62.0

(16.7)
	66.1

(18.9)
	64.8

(18.2)
	57.0

(13.9)
	45.5

(7.5)
	36.2

(2.3)
	26.6

(−3)
	44.9

(7.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	−1.1

(−18.4)
	4.6

(−15.2)
	14.8

(−9.6)
	26.2

(−3.2)
	37.0

(2.8)
	48.0

(8.9)
	54.3

(12.4)
	53.8

(12.1)
	40.8

(4.9)
	28.7

(−1.8)
	19.3

(−7.1)
	5.4

(−14.8)
	−5.8

(−21)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−25

(−32)
	−17

(−27)
	−11

(−24)
	15

(−9)
	27

(−3)
	39

(4)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	31

(−1)
	16

(−9)
	0

(−18)
	−20

(−29)
	−25

(−32)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.00

(76.2)
	2.81

(71.4)
	3.96

(100.6)
	3.89

(98.8)
	4.93

(125.2)
	4.03

(102.4)
	3.76

(95.5)
	3.41

(86.6)
	2.63

(66.8)
	3.30

(83.8)
	3.43

(87.1)
	3.37

(85.6)
	42.52

(1,080)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	6.5

(16.5)
	6.5

(16.5)
	3.0

(7.6)
	0.5

(1.3)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.4

(1)
	0.4

(1)
	4.8

(12.2)
	22.1

(56.1)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	12.4
	11.6
	12.5
	12.7
	12.8
	11.5
	10.6
	9.1
	7.7
	8.4
	10.6
	12.5
	132.4



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	6.5
	5.4
	2.4
	0.6
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.1
	0.8
	4.9
	20.8



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	72.2
	70.1
	67.0
	62.8
	66.9
	69.2
	71.5
	72.3
	72.7
	69.2
	71.0
	73.8
	69.9



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	120.8
	128.4
	170.1
	211.0
	249.9
	275.5
	277.0
	261.5
	234.4
	188.8
	118.7
	99.3
	2,335.4



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	40
	43
	46
	53
	56
	62
	61
	62
	63
	55
	39
	34
	52



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[38][37][39][40]
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 Hydrography



Cincinnati includes 22 miles (35 km) of riverfront along the northern banks of the Ohio River, stretching from California[image: External link] to Sayler Park[image: External link], giving the river and its movements a prominent place in the life of the city.[41] Frequent flooding has hampered the growth of Cincinnati's municipal airport at Lunken Field[image: External link] and the Coney Island[image: External link] amusement park.[42] Downtown Cincinnati is protected from flooding by the Serpentine Wall at Yeatman's Cove[image: External link] and another flood wall built into Fort Washington Way[image: External link].[43] Parts of Cincinnati also experience flooding from the Little Miami River[image: External link] and Mill Creek[image: External link].

Since April 1, 1922, the Ohio River's flood stage[image: External link] at Cincinnati has officially been set at 52 feet (16 m), as measured from the John A. Roebling Suspension Bridge[image: External link]. At this depth, the pumping station[image: External link] at the mouth of Mill Creek is activated.[44][45] From 1873 to 1898, the flood stage was 45 feet (14 m). From 1899 to March 31, 1922, it was 50 feet (15 m).[45] The Ohio River reached its lowest level, less than 2 feet (0.61 m), in 1881; conversely, its all-time high water mark[image: External link] is 79 feet 11 7⁄8 inches (24.381 m), having crested on January 26, 1937, during the Flood of 1937[image: External link].[44][46] Various parts of Cincinnati flood at different points: Riverbend Music Center[image: External link] in the California neighborhood floods at 42 feet (13 m), while Sayler Park floods at 71 feet (22 m) and the Freeman Avenue flood gate closes at 75 feet (23 m).[44]
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 Demographics



Main article: Demographics of Cincinnati[image: External link]



	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1800[image: External link]
	850
	
	—



	1810[image: External link]
	2,540
	
	198.8%



	1820[image: External link]
	9,642
	
	279.6%



	1830[image: External link]
	24,831
	
	157.5%



	1840[image: External link]
	46,338
	
	86.6%



	1850[image: External link]
	115,435
	
	149.1%



	1860[image: External link]
	161,044
	
	39.5%



	1870[image: External link]
	216,239
	
	34.3%



	1880[image: External link]
	255,139
	
	18.0%



	1890[image: External link]
	296,908
	
	16.4%



	1900[image: External link]
	325,902
	
	9.8%



	1910[image: External link]
	363,591
	
	11.6%



	1920[image: External link]
	401,247
	
	10.4%



	1930[image: External link]
	451,160
	
	12.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	455,610
	
	1.0%



	1950[image: External link]
	503,998
	
	10.6%



	1960[image: External link]
	502,550
	
	−0.3%



	1970[image: External link]
	452,525
	
	−10.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	385,460
	
	−14.8%



	1990[image: External link]
	364,040
	
	−5.6%



	2000[image: External link]
	331,285
	
	−9.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	296,945
	
	−10.4%



	Est. 2016
	298,800
	[47]
	0.6%



	[2]Population 1810–1970.[16]

Population 1980–2000.[48][49]

Population 2010.[50]






	Demographic profile
	2010[51]
	2000[52]
	1990[53]
	1970[53]
	1950[53]



	White[image: External link]
	49.3%
	53.0%
	60.5%
	71.9%
	84.4%



	 — Non-Hispanic[image: External link]
	48.1%
	51.7%
	60.2%
	71.4%[54]
	n/a



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	44.8%
	42.9%
	37.9%
	27.6%
	15.5%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	2.8%
	1.3%
	0.7%
	0.6%
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	1.8%
	1.5%
	1.1%
	0.2%
	0.1%




For several decades the Census Bureau[image: External link] had been reporting a steady decline in the city's population as residents moved out to new suburbs in the postwar years, aided by newly built highways. In addition, industrial restructuring cost a loss of jobs in the late 20th century. But, according to the Census Bureau's 2006 estimates, the population was 332,252, representing an increase from 331,310 in 2005.[55] The city had officially challenged the original census numbers. In addition, Mayor Mark Mallory[image: External link] has repeatedly argued that the city's population is 378,259, after a drill-down study was performed by an independent, non-profit group based in Washington, D.C.[56]

As of the U.S. Census Bureau's July 2014 estimate, the population was 298,165, down nearly 35,000 from 2006 but up slightly from 296,918 in July 2010.

As of the 2010 census, the racial demographics for the city of Cincinnati were: 49.3% white (48.1% non-Hispanic white), 44.8% black or African-American, 0.3% American Indian or Alaskan Native, 1.8% Asian, 0.1% Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, 2.5% two or more races, and 2.8% Hispanic (of any race).[57]

As of the 2000 census, the Cincinnati- Middletown[image: External link]− Wilmington[image: External link] Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] has a population of 2,155,137 people, making it the 24th-largest metropolitan statistical area in the country. It includes the Ohio counties of Hamilton[image: External link], Butler[image: External link], Warren[image: External link], Clermont[image: External link], and Brown[image: External link], as well as the Kentucky[image: External link] counties of Boone[image: External link], Bracken[image: External link], Campbell[image: External link], Gallatin[image: External link], Grant[image: External link], Kenton[image: External link], and Pendleton[image: External link], and the Indiana[image: External link] counties of Dearborn[image: External link], Franklin[image: External link], and Ohio[image: External link].
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 Race relations



Main article: Race relations of Cincinnati[image: External link]

Because of its location on the Ohio River, Cincinnati was a border town in a free state, across from Kentucky, a slave state. Some residents of Cincinnati played a major role in abolitionism[image: External link]. Many fugitive slaves[image: External link] used the Ohio River at Cincinnati to escape to the North. Cincinnati had numerous stations on the Underground Railroad, but there were also slave catchers active in the city, who put escaping slaves at risk of recapture.

Given its southern Ohio location, Cincinnati had also attracted settlers from the Upper South, who traveled along the Ohio River into the territory. Tensions between abolitionists and slavery supporters broke out in repeated violence, with whites attacking blacks in 1829. Anti-abolitionists attacked blacks in the city in a wave of destruction that resulted in 1,200 blacks leaving the city and the country; they resettled in Canada.[58] The riot and its refugees were topics of discussion throughout the country, and blacks organized the first Negro Convention in 1830 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link] to discuss these events.

White riots against blacks took place again in Cincinnati in 1836 and 1842.[58] In 1836, a mob of 700 pro-slavery men attacked black neighborhoods, as well as a press run by James M. Birney[image: External link], publisher of the anti-slavery weekly The Philanthropist.[59] Tensions increased after congressional passage in 1850 of the Fugitive Slave Act[image: External link], which required cooperation by citizens in free states and increased penalties for failing to try to recapture escaped slaves.

Levi Coffin[image: External link] made the Cincinnati area the center of his anti-slavery efforts in 1847.[60] Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link] lived in Cincinnati for a time, met escaped slaves, and used their stories as a basis for her novel Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] (1852). The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center[image: External link], which opened in 2004 on the Cincinnati riverfront in the middle of "The Banks[image: External link]" area between Great American Ballpark[image: External link] and Paul Brown Stadium[image: External link], commemorates the volunteers who aided refugee slaves and their drive for freedom, as well as others who have been leaders for social justice.

Located in a free state and attracting many European immigrants, Cincinnati has historically had a predominantly white population.[53] By 1940, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 87.8 percent white and 12.2 percent black.[53]

In the second half of the 20th century, Cincinnati, along with other rust belt[image: External link] cities, underwent a vast demographic transformation. By the early 21st century, the city's population was 40 % black. Predominantly white, working-class families who constituted the urban core during the European immigration boom in the 19th and early 20th centuries, moved to newly constructed suburbs before and after World War II. Blacks, fleeing the oppression of the Jim Crow[image: External link] South in hopes of better socioeconomic opportunity, had moved to these older city neighborhoods in their Great Migration[image: External link] to the industrial North. The downturn in industry in the late 20th century caused a loss of many jobs, leaving many people in poverty. In 1968, passage of national civil rights legislation had raised hopes for positive change, but the assassination of national leader Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] resulted in riots in many black neighborhoods in Cincinnati; black riots took place in nearly every major U.S. city after King's murder.

More than three decades later, in April 2001, racially charged riots[image: External link] occurred after police fatally shot a young unarmed black man, Timothy Thomas[image: External link] during a foot pursuit to arrest him, mostly for outstanding traffic warrants.[61] After the 2001 riots, the ACLU, Cincinnati Black United Front, city and police union agreed a community-oriented policing strategy. The agreement has been used as a model across the country for building relationships between police and local communities.[62]

On July 19, 2015, Samuel DuBose[image: External link], an unarmed black motorist, was fatally shot by white University of Cincinnati Police Officer, Ray Tensing after a routine traffic stop for a missing front license plate. The resulting legal proceedings in late 2016[63] have been a recurring focus of national news media.[64] Several peaceful protests involving the Black Lives Matter[image: External link] movement have been carried out.[65][66] Tensing was indicted[image: External link] on charges of murder[image: External link] and voluntary manslaughter[image: External link], but a November 2016 trial ended in mistrial[image: External link][67] after the jury became deadlocked[image: External link]. The prosecution has announced their intent to retry Tensing. The University of Cincinnati has settled[image: External link] with the DuBose family for $4.8 million[68] and free tuition for each of the 12 children.
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 Economy



See also: List of companies in Greater Cincinnati[image: External link]

Cincinnati has the fastest growing economy in the Midwestern United States[image: External link].[69] The Gross Metro Product is $119 Billion, and median household income is $56,538. The median home price is $152,500, and the cost of living[image: External link] in Cincinnati is 8.2% below national average. The unemployment rate is also below the national average at 4.3%.[70]

Several Fortune 500 companies are headquartered in Cincinnati, such as Procter & Gamble[image: External link], The Kroger Company[image: External link], and Macy's, Inc.[image: External link], among others[image: External link]. General Electric[image: External link] has headquartered both their GE Aviation[image: External link] business and their Global Operations[71] center in Cincinnati. The Kroger Company employs 21,646 people locally, making it the largest employer in the city, and the University of Cincinnati is the second largest at 16,000.[72]
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 Arts and culture



Main article: Culture of Cincinnati[image: External link]

Cincinnati's culture is strongly influenced by its history of German and Irish immigrants and its geographical position on the border of the Southern United States and Midwestern United States[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In the mid to late nineteenth century, Cincinnati became a major destination for German and Irish immigrants. In 1830 residents with German roots made up 5 % of the population, as many had migrated from Pennsylvania; ten years later this had increased to 30 %.[74] Thousands of German immigrants entered the city after the revolutions in the German states in 1848[image: External link] and by 1900, more than 60 percent of its population was of German background.[75]

Cincinnati's Jewish community[image: External link] was developed by immigrants from England and Germany.[citation needed[image: External link]] They developed Reform Judaism[image: External link] in response to the influences of the Enlightenment and making their new lives in the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]] Isaac M. Wise Temple was the first Reform Judaism temple to be built, breaking away from Conservative and Orthodox Judaism.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Fountain Square[image: External link] serves as one of the cultural cornerstones of the region.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Food



Cincinnati's food specialities reflect the city's German[image: External link] heritage. Many restaurants specialize in schnitzels[image: External link] and in Bavarian cooking[image: External link], as many immigrants originated in southern Germany.[76] Two annual festivals focus on traditional German foods: Oktoberfest Zinzinnati[image: External link], billed[by whom?[image: External link]] as the largest Oktoberfest celebration[image: External link] outside Munich[image: External link],[77] and Bockfest[image: External link], the oldest German-style bock[image: External link]-beer festival in the United States.[78]

Cincinnati has many[ quantify[image: External link]] gourmet restaurants. The Maisonette[image: External link] in Cincinnati had the distinction of being Mobil[image: External link] Travel Guide's longest-running five-star[image: External link] restaurant in the United States of America, holding that distinction for 41 consecutive years until it closed in 2005. Jean-Robert de Cavel[image: External link] has opened four new restaurants in the area since 2001, including Jean-Robert's at Pigall's; this closed in March 2009.

One of America's oldest[79] and most celebrated[80] bars, Arnold's Bar and Grill[image: External link] in Downtown Cincinnati has won awards and accolades from several national and regional media publications, including Esquire magazine's "Best Bars in America",[81] Thrillist[image: External link]'s "Most Iconic Bar in Ohio",[82] The Daily Meal[image: External link]'s "150 Best bars in America"[83] and Seriouseats.com[image: External link]'s "The Cincinnati 10".[84] America's Foremost Cocktail Guru,[85] David Wondrich stated that "if Arnold's were in New York, San Francisco, Chicago, or Boston – somewhere, in short, that people actually visit – it would be world-famous."[79]

Cincinnati is noted for two foods common in the area but seldom found outside Greater Cincinnati[image: External link]: Cincinnati chili[image: External link], and Goetta[image: External link].[86]
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 Cincinnati chili



Main article: Cincinnati chili[image: External link]

Cincinnati chili[image: External link], a Mediterranean-spiced meat sauce served over spaghetti or hot dogs, is the area's "best-known regional food."[87] Several chains serve it, including Skyline Chili[image: External link], Gold Star Chili[image: External link], and Dixie Chili and Deli[image: External link], plus independent chili-parlors including Camp Washington Chili[image: External link].[88] Cincinnati has been called[by whom?[image: External link]] the "Chili Capital of America" and "of the World" because it has more chili restaurants per capita than any other city in the United States or in the world.[89]
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 Goetta



Main article: Goetta[image: External link]

Goetta[image: External link] is a German-inspired meat-and-grain sausage made of ground pork and pinhead oatmeal, usually fried and eaten as a breakfast[image: External link] food.[90]
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 Events



Cincinnati hosts a number of large annual events. Oktoberfest Zinzinnati[image: External link], Bockfest[image: External link], and the Taste of Cincinnati[image: External link] that feature local restaurateurs. Music-related events include the Cincinnati May Festival[image: External link], Bunbury Music Festival[image: External link], and Cincinnati Bell/WEBN Riverfest[image: External link]. The Flying Pig Marathon[image: External link] is an annual event attracting many serious and amateur runners. Tall Stacks[image: External link], held every three or four years, celebrates the city's riverboat[image: External link] heritage.
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 Dialect



Cincinnati lies at the periphery of a region that speaks Midland American English[image: External link], a dialect closely associated with General American[image: External link]. Unlike the rest of the Midwest, Southwest Ohio shares some aspects of its vowel system with northern New Jersey English[image: External link].[91][92] However, the most distinctive local features have gradually diminished among younger speakers in favor of Midland American.[93] There is also some influence from the Southern American[image: External link] dialect found in Kentucky.[94]

An element of German culture remains audible in the local vernacular: some residents use the word please[image: External link] when asking a speaker to repeat a statement. This usage is taken from the German practice, when bitte (a shortening of the formal, "Wie bitte?" or "How please?" rendered word for word from German into English), was used as shorthand for asking someone to repeat.[95][96]
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 Theatre



Professional theatre has operated in Cincinnati since at least as early as the 1800s.[citation needed[image: External link]] Among the professional companies based in the city are Ensemble Theatre Cincinnati[image: External link], Cincinnati Shakespeare Company[image: External link], the Know Theatre of Cincinnati[image: External link], Stage First Cincinnati[image: External link], Cincinnati Public Theatre[image: External link], Cincinnati Opera[image: External link], The Performance Gallery[image: External link] and Clear Stage Cincinnati[image: External link]. The city is also home to Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park[image: External link], which hosts regional premieres, and the Aronoff Center[image: External link], which hosts touring Broadway shows each year via Broadway Across America[image: External link]. The city has community theatres, such as the Cincinnati Young People's Theatre[image: External link], the Showboat Majestic[image: External link] (which is the last surviving showboat in the United States and possibly[original research?[image: External link]] the world), and the Mariemont Players[image: External link].

Since 2011, the Cincinnati Opera[image: External link] company and the University of Cincinnati[image: External link] College-Conservatory of Music[image: External link] have partnered to sponsor the Opera Fusion: New Works project. The Opera Fusion: New Works project acts as a program for composers or librettists to workshop an opera in a 10-day residency. This program is headed by the Artistic Director at Cincinnati Opera, Marcus Küchle, and the Head of Opera at CCM[image: External link], Robin Guarino[image: External link].

In 2015, Cincinnati held the USITT 2015 Conference and Stage Expo at the Duke Energy Convention Center, bringing 5,000+ students, university educators, theatrical designers and performers, and other personnel to the city.[citation needed[image: External link]] The USITT Conference is considered the main annual conference for Theatre, Opera, and Dance in the United States.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sports



Main article: Sports in Cincinnati[image: External link]

Cincinnati has two major league teams, eight minor league teams, five college institutions with sports teams, and seven major sports venues. Cincinnati's two major league teams are Major League Baseball's Reds[image: External link], who were named for America's first professional baseball team, the Cincinnati Red Stockings[image: External link];[97][98][99] and the Bengals[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link]. On Major League Baseball Opening Day[image: External link], Cincinnati has the distinction of holding the "traditional opener" in baseball each year, due to its baseball history. Many children in Cincinnati skip school on Opening Day[image: External link], which is commonly thought of as a city holiday.[100] The Cincinnati Reds have won 5 World Series titles and had one of the most successful baseball teams of all time in the early 1970s, known as The Big Red Machine. The Bengals have made 2 Super Bowl appearances since its founding, in 1981 and 1988, but have yet to win a championship. As of 2016, the Bengals have the longest active playoff win drought (26 years) despite making 5 straight playoff appearances from 2011 to 2015.

The Cincinnati Sizzle[image: External link] is a women's minor professional tackle football team that plays in the Women's Football Alliance[image: External link]. The team was established in 2003, by former Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link] running back Ickey Woods[image: External link]. In 2016 the team claimed their first National Championship Title in the United States Women's Football League.

Cincinnati is also home to two very successful men's college basketball teams: the Xavier Musketeers[image: External link] and the Cincinnati Bearcats[image: External link]. Annually, the two teams face off in one of the fiercest college basketball rivalries known as the Crosstown Shootout[image: External link]. In 2011[image: External link], the rivalry game erupted in an on-court brawl[image: External link] at the end of the game that saw multiple suspensions follow. The Musketeers have made 10 of the last 11 NCAA[image: External link] tournaments while the Bearcats have made six consecutive appearances. Previously, the Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] competed in the National Basketball Association[image: External link] from 1957 to 1972.

FC Cincinnati[image: External link] is a soccer team that plays in the USL[image: External link]. FC Cincinnati made its home debut on April 9, 2016, before a crowd of more than 14,000 fans.[101] On their next home game vs Louisville City FC[image: External link], FC Cincinnati broke the all-time USL attendance record with a crowd of 20,497.[citation needed[image: External link]] Not long after on May 14, 2016, it broke its own record, bringing in an audience of 23,375 on its 1-0 victory against the Pittsburgh Riverhounds[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Cincinnati is home to three other professional soccer teams—two outdoor teams, the Cincinnati Kings (men's) and Cincinnati LadyHawks (women's), and one indoor team, the Cincinnati Excite (men's).

The table below shows sports teams in the Cincinnati area that average more than 5,000 fans per game:



	Cincinnati area teams (attendance > 5,000)



	Club
	Sport
	Founded
	League
	Venue
	Attendance



	Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	1968
	National Football League[image: External link]
	Paul Brown Stadium[image: External link]
	61,389



	Cincinnati Bearcats[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	1885
	NCAA Division I[image: External link]
	Nippert Stadium[image: External link]
	37,096



	Cincinnati Reds[image: External link]
	Baseball
	1882
	Major League Baseball[image: External link]
	Great American Ball Park[image: External link]
	29,870



	FC Cincinnati[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	2015
	United Soccer League[image: External link]
	Nippert Stadium[image: External link]
	16,957



	Xavier Musketeers[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	1920
	NCAA Division I[image: External link]
	Cintas Center[image: External link]
	10,281



	Cincinnati Bearcats[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	1901
	NCAA Division I[image: External link]
	Fifth Third Arena[image: External link]
	9,415




The Cincinnati Masters[image: External link], an historic international men's and women's tennis tournament that is part of the ATP World Tour Masters 1000[image: External link] Series and the WTA Tour Premier 5[image: External link], was established in the city in 1899, and has been held in suburban Mason[image: External link] since 1979.

The Cincinnati Cyclones[image: External link] are a minor league AA-level professional hockey team playing in the ECHL[image: External link]. Founded in 1990, the team play at U.S. Bank Arena. They won the 2010 Kelly Cup Finals, their 2nd championship in three seasons. Cincinnati is also home to the first American based Australian rules football team, The Cincinnati Dockers, established in 1996.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Government



The city is governed by a nine-member city council[image: External link], whose members are elected at-large[image: External link]. Prior to 1924, city council members were elected through a system of wards[image: External link]. The ward system was subject to corruption and as with any one-party dominance, abuses arose. From the 1880s to the 1920s, the Republican Party[image: External link] dominated city politics, with the political machine[image: External link] of "Boss" Cox[image: External link] exerting control.

A reform movement arose in 1923, led by another Republican, Murray Seasongood[image: External link]. Seasongood founded the Charter Committee, which used ballot initiatives in 1924 to replace the ward system with the current at-large system. They gained approval by voters for a council–manager government[image: External link] form of government, in which the smaller council (compared to the number of previous ward representatives) hires a professional manager to operate daily affairs of the city. From 1924 to 1957, the council was elected by proportional representation[image: External link] and single transfer voting (STV). Starting with Ashtabula in 1915, several major cities in Ohio adopted this electoral system, which had the practical effect of reducing ward boss and political party power. For that reason, such groups opposed it.

In an effort to overturn the charter that provided for proportional representation, opponents in 1957 fanned fears of black political power, at a time of increasing civil rights activism.[102] The PR/STV system had enabled minorities to enter local politics and gain seats on the city council more than they had before, in proportion to their share of the population. This made the government more representative of the residents of the city.[103]

Overturning that charter, in 1957, all candidates had to run in a single race for the nine city council positions. The top nine vote-getters were elected (the "9-X system"), which favored candidates who could appeal to the entire geographic area of the city and reach its residents with campaign materials. The mayor was elected by the council. In 1977, thirty-three-year-old Jerry Springer[image: External link], later a notable television talk show host, was chosen to serve one year as mayor.

Residents continued to work to improve their system.[citation needed[image: External link]] To have their votes count more, starting in 1987, the top vote-getter in the city council election was automatically selected as mayor. Starting in 1999, the mayor[image: External link] was elected separately in a general at-large election for the first time. The city manager's role in government was reduced.[citation needed[image: External link]] These reforms were referred to as the "strong mayor[image: External link]" reforms, to make the city government accountable to voters. Cincinnati politics include the participation of the Charter Party[image: External link], the party with the third-longest history of winning in local elections.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The current mayor of Cincinnati is John Cranley[image: External link]. The nine-member city council is composed of Vice-Mayor David Mann[image: External link] and Councilmembers Yvette Simpson[image: External link] (President Pro-Tem), Kevin Flynn, Amy Murray, Chris Seelbach[image: External link], P.G. Sittenfeld[image: External link], Christopher Smitherman[image: External link], Charlie Winburn, and Wendell Young.[104]

Cincinnati also hosts the federal government[image: External link]. The NRHP[image: External link]-listed Potter Stewart United States Courthouse[image: External link] is a federal court[image: External link], the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit[image: External link]. It is one of thirteen United States courts of appeals[image: External link]. Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland Cincinnati Branch[image: External link] is located across the street from the East Fourth Street Historic District[image: External link].
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 Police and fire departments



See also: Crime in Cincinnati[image: External link]

The city of Cincinnati's emergency services for fire, rescue, EMS, hazardous materials and explosive ordnance disposal is handled by the Cincinnati Fire Department[image: External link]. On April 1, 1853, the Cincinnati Fire Department became the first paid professional fire department in the United States.[105] The Cincinnati Fire Department operates out of 26 fire stations, located throughout the city in 4 districts, each commanded by a district chief.[106][107][108]

The Cincinnati Fire Department is organized into 4 bureaus: Operations,[107] Personnel and Training,[109] Administrative Services,[110] and Fire Prevention.[111] Each bureau is commanded by an assistant chief, who in turn reports to the chief of department.

The Cincinnati Police Department[image: External link] has more than 1,000 sworn officers. Before the riots of 2001[image: External link], Cincinnati's overall crime rate had been dropping steadily and by 1995 had reached its lowest point since 1992 but with more murders and rapes.[112] After the riot, violent crime increased, but crime has been on the decline since.[113] In 2015, there were 71 homicides.[114]
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 Education



Main article: Education in Cincinnati[image: External link]

The Cincinnati Public School[image: External link] (CPS) district includes 16 high schools accepting students on a citywide basis. CPS is the third-largest Ohio school district by student population, and the largest one to garner an overall 'effective' rating from the state.[115] The district includes public Montessori schools[image: External link], including the first public Montessori high school established in the United States, Clark Montessori[image: External link].[116] Cincinnati Public Schools' top-rated school is Walnut Hills High School[image: External link], ranked 34th on the national list of best public schools by Newsweek. Walnut Hills offers 28 Advanced Placement[image: External link] courses. Cincinnati is also home to the first Kindergarten – 12th grade Arts School in the country, The School for Creative and Performing Arts[image: External link].

The Cincinnati area has one of the highest private school
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