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  FOREWORD


  Those of you who have just purchased the Wasowskis' fine addition to the of books on native plant gardening are, I would guess, already aware of at east some of the many benefits of using natives in planned landscapes. These include new design options; conservation of water, soil, and other resources (including time); reducing pollution and the use of chemicals; increasing wildlife habitats; and preserving regional biodiversity. These win, win, win advantages are very real and very compelling. This is why the cadre of native gardeners is expanding so rapidly.


  These were the same reasons I and many others became involved in and committed to the native landscaping movement well over a decade-and-a-half ago. Not because it was commercially advantageous. In many cases, the opposite was true. We were simply convinced that it was the right idea for our times, and that it would find its audience. Our faith is being rewarded. There has been a dramatic increase, not just in native plant enthusiasts, but in good reference materials, in native stock and seed, and, as this book demonstrates, in examples of established native landscapes.


  It is clear to me that by the turn of the century the concept of using regional native wildflowers, grasses, shrubs, vines, and trees in our home and commercial landscapes will have "turned the corner." It will no longer be thought of as an interesting but esoteric notion, appealing only to a select audience. It may not be mainstream by then, but it will surely be more widely accepted. The general population will have heard and understood the message. Actually, in some areas of the country, this has already happened.


  Moreover, it is my studied opinion that using native plants will become common practice during the first decade of the twenty-first century and, during the second decade, will rapidly become the norm. I am comfortable predicting that well before the middle of the next century, it will be the consumptive, exotic landscape that is rare–possibly seen only in botanic gardens as museum-like exhibits and reminders of a more profligate past.


  It took two centuries to establish our current norm of resource-wasting, homogeneous, and poorly adapted North American gardens. Why then do I think it will take less than a half century to replace such an ingrained way of landscaping? Primarily because the inpetus for change will be much more urgent. Water shortages, which affect a major portion of our country, will drive up the cost of this precious resource, making today's conventional landscapes not only impractical, but possibly even unpatriotic!


  The causes of chemical pollution from our lawns and gardens; diminishing numbers of birds, butterflies, and other wildlife; and related problems are now being understood by more and more average citizens. And, so are the solutions. In addition, we are less willing to blandly accept and imitate what, for so long, has been considered elegant and exotic in European gardening. We are developing a healthy national and regional pride in our own natural and native beauty. A new land ethic is emerging all around us.


  So I invite you to join Sally and Andy, all of us at the National Wildflower Research Center, and many thousands of other Americans and begin enjoying the many positive pleasures of gardening with plants native to your region. And feel good that you are among the first wave of people doing something important for our land and our natural resources. Becoming a native plant gardener is not only fun, it is attractive ... and it is right!


  David K. Northington, Ph.D.


  Executive Director


  National Wildflower Research Center
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  If you need convincing that native plants are hearty, take a look at this landscape outside what was once a Whole Foods Market in Austin. When the store moved to a new location, the landscape was abandoned. From March to August, when this photo was taken, the vegetation didn't get a single drop of water except for whatever rain fell on it. You can see that the plants, including a few well-adapted naturalized specimens, are still healthy, and many are still in bloom.
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  We also want to thank our agent, Susan Urstadt, and the crew at Gulf Publishing, from the big boss, B.J. Lowe, to the guys who ship the books out from the warehouse, and especially our editor, Joyce Alff, and to Roxann Combs and Laura Dion, who designed this attractive tome.


  Lastly, we must also add all the people we thanked in this book's predecessor, Native Texas Plants: Landscaping Region by Region. Clearly, that book became the solid base upon which we wrote this one.
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  Lolly Jackson's Houston garden is the creation of landscape designer Will Fleming, and is a fine example of a Gulf Coast landscape. Spigelia provides the May color in this wooded front yard, which also contains two-leaved toothwort, wild ginger, Georgia basil, broad beechfern, normal shield fern and Christmas fern, along with assorted woodland flowers that have either bloomed already or will later.


  INTRODUCTION


  What a difference a few years can make!


  When our book Native Texas Plants: Landscaping Region by Region came out in 1988, things were very different. The idea of using native plants was only beginning to establish a precarious toehold in Texas. The Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) was just a few years old and had six chapters. Conventional nurseries carried, at best, a limited selection of natives–mostly shade trees–and there were a mere handful of nurseries around the state that actually specialized in indigenous flora–at least 50 percent of their inventory was native. Landscape designers who knew and worked with natives were few and far between, while landscape architects who worked with natives were as rare as liberals in Corsicana.


  The whole idea of using natives was so new back then that when we set out to find native residential landscapes to photograph for that book we found that we'd embarked on an often frustrating quest filled with many dead ends and disappointments.
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  Since our first book came out in 1988, we've seen the appearance of several new commercial growers, supplying the many nurseries now carrying native plants. Here, Dorothy Baird Matizza, owner of Gunsight Mountain Ranch and Nursery in Tarpley, tends a crop of baby madrones.


  BUT LOOK AT US NOW


  We wish we could say that, today, you see native landscapes in every residential block. We haven't yet reached that level of awareness and acceptance, but we're definitely moving in the right direction. NPSOT has grown and now boasts 28 chapters all over the state (no doubt even more by the time this book hits the bookstores). Its newsletter has become a respected journal filled with excellent articles on plants and landscaping information, and NPSOT's annual convention attracts some of the leading botanists, horticulturists, and landscape designers in Texas, not to mention a large number of lay gardeners who have discovered natives and want to learn more.


  As of this writing, our state has over 60 native plant nurseries, and it seems that a new one joins the list every day. (See Source List) As for those conventional neighborhood nurseries–they're now stocking far more natives than ever before, from understory trees to ground covers. And they're doing this, not to be pioneers or trendsetters, but for the most basic reason of all: their customers are asking for natives. Just as vital to the native plant movement is the appearance of numerous commercial growers, without whom those nurseries could not supply the expanding public demand.


  Gardening magazines–from Texas Gardener and Neil Sperry's Gardens to national publications such as Fine Gardening, National Gardening, and American Gardener–almost always have at least one article on natives. And when folks call in to those radio gardening programs these days, their questions often deal with native plants, rather than just questions on how to raise bigger and better tomatoes or how to cope with doodle bugs.


  Garden clubs, longtime bastions of traditional gardening, are today very open to the idea of having more environmentally friendly landscapes–and that means natives. That old white-gloves-and-teacups image is rapidly disappearing. We've given many talks to these organizations and have always found friendly and receptive audiences.


  SO WHAT'S WITH ALL THIS BACKLASH?


  If you want a sure indicator of how far the native plant movement has progressed, consider the amount of flack native plant growers have been taking lately. It's one of life's little truisms: When you are insignificant, nobody pays you any mind. But start to get popular, start making inroads into areas that had long been someone else's domain, and you soon have people taking potshots at you. Some come from nursery owners–happily just a few–who express pretty strong anti-native sentiments. One nurseryman we spoke to conceded that natives are indeed hearty, but he took that to mean that "If everyone started using natives, I'd go out of business!" And while his comment might make you smile, we must also remember that he is not unique. We've even run across a few that give out misleading or wildly erroneous "information" on natives. We suspect that in most cases it's just easier to put natives down than learn a new plant palette.


  Often, negative attitudes can be attributed to misinformation and simple misunderstanding. This seems to happen whenever someone is confronted with a new concept. When our Pleistocene ancestors first saw an eclipse, they were convinced that the end of the world was at hand. And when the first automobiles came on the scene, some people–including scientists–actually believed that the human body would disintegrate if it were subjected to speeds over 30 miles per hour.


  Because gardening with native plants is a relatively new concept, misconceptions abound. Consider two different homeowners who decide to give natives a try. They each go out and buy a healthy Texas native plant–but only one. When most people first get into natives they do it the way they'd get into a cold lake ... veeeery slooooowly! Homeowner # 1 buys a plant that is native, all right–but to a very different part of the state. Remember, Texas has many diverse regions, ranging from very dry to very wet, from acid soil to alkaline, from sand to gumbo. Believing that a native is a native is a native, Homeowner # 1 soon sees his once-healthy plant succumb to its new and alien surroundings.


  Homeowner # 2 makes another common mistake: While she buys a native that is area-appropriate, she then installs it among the other nonnative plants, all of which require a very different watering regimen. If this particular native plant is accustomed to arid surroundings and exists quite well on whatever rainfall it gets, it drowns in all that extra water. This happens to cenizo and evergreen sumac all the time. Meanwhile, both homeowners have seen their natives "fail" and are now convinced that native plants are wildly overrated!
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  But it's not just laypeople who can miss the mark with natives. Speaking at an arboretum function a few years ago, a prominent landscape architect told his audience that natives are "just a passing fad," and, anyway, no one could really be successful with natives unless they lived on "at least two acres." A professor of horticulture, writing in a magazine, described natural landscapes as "messy and unkempt." A nationally known garden writer once expressed the odd notion that in order to use natives one had to be willing to "live like a bear in the wilderness," while yet another wrote–in the New York Times, no less!– that "the natural garden movement has all but seized control of official taste in this country." Right! The way General Custer seized control of the Sioux nation! And then there are the two German garden historians who connected the pre-World War II natural gardening movement in their country with "nationalistic and racist ideas." You just don't know whether to laugh or cry when you hear such cockamamie ideas.


  A well-known landscape architect once pontificated that in order to use native plants successfully, one "had to live on at least two acres." This in-town home in Fredrickburg sits on far less, yet displays seasonal wildflowers in a landscape that is beautiful, ever-changing, drought-tolerant, and reflects its Hill Country surroundings.


  The biggest indication to us that the native plant movement is strong and moving in the right direction came when we began work on this sequel. Unlike those years when we were working on Native Texas Plants, we now had no trouble at all finding a wide and varied selection of native landscapes–not just residential, but companies and schools, too. The difficulty came, not just from deciding which gardens would make it onto these pages, but which photos of these gardens would make the cut; often we had three or four times as many pictures as space (and the publisher's budget) would allow. The gardens that did not get selected were often no less deserving than the ones that did, but we were faced with regional redundancies. For example, we found an over abundance of riches in and around Austin, where natives have long found favor, and we reluctantly had to drop some gardens that were well-thought-out, beautifully designed, and colorfully exciting.


  LET'S GET BACK TO BASICS


  We made an interesting discovery while working on this book: As enthusiastic as many folks seem to be on the subject of natives, we encountered on more than a few occasions "native" gardens that were not native at all. One gentleman was tickled to death to show us his garden. "I have your book," he said, "and I think natives are great! I'm using quite a few in my backyard." Then he insisted on giving us the grand tour. There wasn't a single native plant in sight. Rather than embarrass him, we complimented him on his garden (it was laid out well) and retreated back to our van. Clearly, he thought he was doing it right. And, in truth, many of his plants were pretty well adapted to his area's growing conditions, although a number of others were well wide of the mark, and were native to the Far East and Central America.


  It became obvious that even among native enthusiasts there is still a bit of confusion as to what constitutes a true native plant. So let's clear that up right away.


  When Andy and I speak before various groups, I am often introduced as a "native" Texan. After all, I was born here, I am third-generation Texan, and if that isn't enough, my birthday is March 2, Texas Independence Day (never mind what year!). But, botanically speaking, I don't begin to qualify.
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  A true native plant (tree, shrub, grass, wildflower, groundcover or vine) is one that has grown in a particular area without having been brought there by humans, never had its genetics tampered with by humans, and can survive very nicely without any help from us. After all, it's been doing that for many thousands of years. Many natives even go back to before the last Ice Age. And what were those plants doing all that time? Learning to live with the unique weather and soil conditions of their area. The plants also learned to grow in harmony with other plants native to that area and became a reliable source of food and/or shelter for the indigenous wildlife.


  This roadside ditch in central Texas clearly demonstrates that native plants do best when they are matched to the kind of soil, drainage, and other growing conditions that they prefer. Note how the wild onion, which can tolerate seasonal poor drainage, is at the bottom of the ditch. The wildflowers, Indian blanket, goldenwave, Engelmann daisy, and prairie verbena, like better drainage and have established themselves on the slopes, while the plants that are most drought tolerant, such as escarpment live oak, are at the very top.


  Of course, almost any plant that you find in your nursery is a native somewhere–just not where they are being sold and used. They come from other parts of the country and even from other parts of the planet–South America, Africa, the Far East, and so on. The exceptions are those that have been so hybridized and rehybridized over the years that no vestige remains of their original genetic vigor. Tea roses are good examples. Like over-bred, over-pedigreed show dogs, these cultivars can no longer exist on their own as their ancestors did.


  WELL-ADAPTED IS A TWO-EDGED SWORD


  Does a plant have to be a native to work in your garden? What's wrong with using ·an alien plant that is well adapted to your growing conditions? In some cases, not a thing. In others cases, quite a bit. Sara Stein (Noah's Garden) told us that the native dogwoods around her home in Pound Ridge, New York, are being replaced in home landscapes by a dogwood from China. The Chinese tree is well-adapted to that part of the country, attractive, and is doing very well in the nursery trade. But here's the problem: While the fruits of native dogwood are eaten by the native birds, the fruits of the Chinese
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  AND NOW THE REST OF THE STORY...
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